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Lublin’s Mayor, Dr. Adam Wasilewski, delivers a speech at the Dedication Ceremony of the plaques
commemorating the victims of Lipowa Camp
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Lublin's Mayor, Dr. Adam Wasilewski, and his deputy Wlodymierz Wisocki, meet with "Israeli
Lubliners” at Dakar House
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A family studio photograph from Lublin - two sisters and their children
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Hertz family
Parents and their children: Max at the right, Kurt in the middle, Dolfi at the left of the picture.
Eliyahu (Edek) wasn't born yet. On the wall is the picture of grandmother Rachel.
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1935. Edek with his parents at a street in Lublin 172171 INN2 1110 DY (7TX) 177X .1935
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1939. Three brothers in Lublin. From left to right: Edek, Dolfi, Max
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Three brothers meet each other in Paris after the war. From left to right: Kurt, Edek, Dolfi
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At the annual memorial service in Nachlat Yitzhak, David Fridman's song touched the hearts
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Aut Anordnung der Deuts-
chen Behorde sind alle auf
Sonnabend, §onnlag und

Montag einberufenen Juden |

verpflichtet, unbedingt

morgen,~Mittwoch

den 28 Februar 1940 um 7 Uhr

riih winkilich auf dem Platz

des Arbeitsiagers Lipowa 7
zu erscheinen und Schuffel

‘ mitzubringen.

Lubie. 27 Eebruar 1940

JUDENRAT IN LUBLIN

Judenrat's first notice regarding forced labor
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: ZpoleconiaW’hdzy

Niemieckiej wszyscy

zydzi, kiérzy sq powola-
ni do pracy na soboty,
niedziele i poniedzialki,
winni bezwarunkowo
sie stawié iutro. tj.we

srode, dnia 28 luteuo
1940, punktualnie o godz.
7 rano na placu przy
ul. Lipowej 7.

Kazdy musi zabraé
ze sobq lopate.

Lublin, 27 lulego 1940

Rada Zydowska w Lubiinie
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Forced labor workers in a workshop
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Joseph Birger's prisoner card at Lipowa Camp (Jewish Historical Institute at Warsaw)

" DATA |[MIEJSCE IMIE  [ILOSC
Lp. | NAZWISKOIIMIE | yp " |URODZENIA| OJCA |KART
2901, Zindler Abraham | 1913 Wigniowiec Mordko 3
2902, Zittmann Joachim |, 1909 Kornalowice b.d 1
2903, Zlocowski Josel 1912 Bielica Hirsz -3
2904, Zloszowar ? Jézef 1912 b.d b.d :
2905, Zotnik Hersz 1915 Chomsk Ela 3
2906, Zobel Hersz 1912 Libuchora Jankiel 3
2907. Zototnicki Dawid 1916 b.d b.d 1
2908, Zoloturski Izrael 1916 Baranowicze Ejsig 1
2909, Zubkowski Gerszon’ || 1911 Nowogrédek (?)| Berko 3
2910, Zuch Jakubl | 1913 b.d b.d 1
2911, Zuchowicki Chania 7| 1915 Dereszyn b.d 1
2912, Zucker Bernard | b.d bed b.d 1
2913, A Ma jer 1914 Lwéw Wolf 3
2914, Zuckierhandler Mendel 1901 Brod Szymon 3
2915, Zukier Salomon | 1915 Soka b.d 1
2916, Zunow . (7) Tewia 1915 Siemiatycze b.d 1
2917, Zusman Berel 1907 Grodno Kopel
2918, Zuzeson Boruch 1912 Réwne b.d i
2919, § Abraham 1914 Budzandéw b.d
2920, ) Salomon | 1915 Budzandéw Feibisz 1
2921, Zwecher Gittman? | 1911 KoZomy ja b.d 1
2922, Zwei Ma jer 1912 b.d b.d 1
2923, Zwerfilin Abraham | 1913 Brody Ma jer 3
2924, Zwibak Oz jasz 1907 Halicz e 3
2925, Zycher Stanisaw b.d b.d b.d 1
2926, | z Salomen | 1911 b.d b.d 1
2927, Zyskind Pinkas 1910 Dubno Srul 1.
2928, rtler- Borys '? |fb.d ' | ibid < b.d i
.2829,) '—Zela:ka Motek (7) 1923 7 b.d b.d
2930 Zwp Zué (?) 1913 b.d b.d /
2931, Zudzewicki Lejba b.d b.d b.d :
2932, Zuk Ber 1916 Busk b.d
2933, Zurmoriski Wolf 1914 Ejszyszki b.d

List of the prisoners
(WN1 DD TR 11900) 127 AIND1 0TI ADNTNA Y11V 2933 IN'YAT [NNKI T3

Last page in a list of 2933 Jewish POWs at Lipowa Camp. (Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw)
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Remnants of the Lipowa st. Camp

IXTHT TN 11 - T1NXRND .7 TR

Small remnant of a former barrack
wall. It is located near the entrance
to the Protestant part of the large
Catholic cemetery

Photo: Neta Avidar 2003 1T'IX YD1:017¥11

11011 naxY "My
The former Camp Site.
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Lipowej. Ci, ktorzy przebywali w obozie w
Trawnikach zostali zamordowani 3 listopada
1943 r.wraz ze wszystkimi wigzniami tego obozu.
4 listopada 1943 r. rozstrzelano wszystkich
wiezniéw obozu w Pulawach, a wraz z nimi
takze jencow z Lipowej. Ci, ktorych osadzono
w Budzyniu, okupacje przezyli, poniewaz obdz
ten nie zostat zlikwidowany w czasie egzekucji
,Erntefest”. Jak liczna byla to grupa - trudno
dzisiaj powiedziec.

Kilkakrotnie =~ Niemcy  prébowali
pozbawic jenicow z Lipowej ich statusu i chcieli
przemianowa¢ ich na zwyklych wigzniow
cywilnych. Nigdy to si¢ nie udalo, poniewaz
jency byli dobrze zorganizowani i stawiali opor.
W czerwcu 1942 r. prébowano wiekszag grupe
z nich przenies¢ do obozu koncentracyjnego
na Majdanku, ale po drodze zbuntowali sie i
probowali uciekaé. Wielu z nich zostalo wtedy
zastrzelonych przez eskorte niemiecka, ale w
ostatecznosci kolumne jenicow poprowadzono
z powrotem do obozu na Lipows. Ostatecznie
wiekszo$¢ z nich zostala rozstrzelana w dniu
3 listopada 1943 r. na Majdanku, w czasie
egzekucji ,Erntefest”. Nawet wodwczas, gdy
prowadzono ich na $mieré, czgs¢ z nich
probowala stawia¢ opdr, bedac juz na terenie
obozu na Majdanku. Zostali oni zamordowani
po drodze do rowow egzekucyjnych. Wigkszos¢
ich towarzyszy zostala rozstrzelana w rowach
egzekucyjnych na Majdanku. Jednakze nawet
sposréd tych, ktdérzy zostali 3 listopada 1943
r. popedzeni na Majdanek, kilkudziesieciu
zostalo wyselekcjonowanych przez Niemcow.
Ich zadaniem bylo nastepnie palenie cial
zamordowanych wczasie  Erntefest”. Podzieleni
na grupy, zostali wystani do Trawnik i
Poniatowej, gdzie Niemcy zmusiliich do palenia
cial zamordowanych Zydéw. Tam tez zostali
rozstrzelani, gdy wykonali swoja ,prace”. Pewna
grupa zostala skierowana i wcielona do grupy
zydowskich wiezniéw tzw. Sonderkommando
1005, ktorego zadaniem bylo rozkopywanie
masowych grobéw i palenie cial w lesie Borek
pod Chelmem. W wyniku zorganizowanej na
poczatku 1944 r. ucieczki, dwém jenncom udato

sie przezy¢. Byli to Josef Reznik i Josef Sterdyner,
ktérzy po wojnie mieszkali w Izraelu. Sposrod
wyselekcjonowanych na Majdanku jencow,
niewielka grupa trafita takze do wiezienia
Gestapo na Zamku lubelskim. Ci zgineli
prawdopodobnie w czasie ostatniej egzekucji
na Zamku, w dniu 22 lipca 1944 r.

Nieznany do konca jest los jencow,
ktérzy znalezli si¢ w Bialej Podlaskiej. Jesienig
1942 r., kiedy getto w Bialej Podlaskiej zostalo
zlikwidowane, do Lublina wrdcito tylko kilku
jencoéw z tamtejszego obozu. Prawdopodobnie
wiekszo$¢ jencow z tego obozu zostala
wywieziona do obozu zaglady w Treblince,
gdzie Niemcy wywiezli wiekszo$¢ Zydéw z
Bialej Podlaskiej. Sposréd tych, ktérzy wtedy
wrdcili do Lublina, nikt nie przezyl wojny,
wigc nie znany jest los tych, ktorzy od 1940 r.
przebywali w Bialej Podlaskiej.

W obozie przy ul. Lipowej istnial takze
zorganizowany opor wsrod jencéw. Istnialy
takze plany zbiorowej ucieczki, ktére nigdy
nie zostaly zrealizowane. Jency uciekali z
obozu pojedynczo lub grupami. Czeéci z nich
udalo sie dotaczy¢ do partyzantki lub stworzy¢
wlasne oddzialy partyzanckie. Tylko nieliczni
ocaleli w tych oddzialach do konca okupacji
niemieckiej. Niektorzy gineli z rak niemieckich,
inni byli mordowani takze przez polskie
oddzialy partyzanckie, nie tylko oddzialy NSZ,
ale takze zdarzaly si¢ zabojstwa partyzantow
zydowskich dokonane przez polska partyzantke
komunistyczng, w czym slawil si¢ np. oddziat
Grzegorza Korczynskiego.

Na szczgs$cie pewnej grupie jeicOw oraz
swiadkow ich losu wojennego udalo si¢ przezyg,
poniewaz dzisiaj dysponujemy w miar¢ sporym
materialem, dotyczacym gléwnie obozu przy
ul. Lipowej 7, ale takze innych miejsc, gdzie
kierowani byli jenicy zydowscy. Niestety, poza
terenem obozu przy ul. Lipowej, gdzie w tym
roku odstonigta zostala na budynku centrum
handlowego Lublin Plaza tablica pamigtkowa
i kamieniem pamigtkowym w Julipolu koto
Parczewa, los jencéw zydowskich z Armii
Polskiej do dzisiaj jest stabo upamietniony.
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od Zydéw parczewskich ubrania cywilne i
pozostali w Parczewie. Judenrat w Parczewie,
po zaplaceniu wigkszej sumy pieniedzy,
otrzymal od Niemcdw pozwolenie na zebranie
cial zamordowanych w Julipolu i pochowanie
ich na cmentarzu zydowskim. Podobno zostala
wyznaczona osobna kwatera na cmentarzu w
Parczewie, gdzie jency spoczeli w grobach, w
czterech rzedach. Niestety, cmentarz zydowski
w Parczewie zostal calkowicie zniszczony
W czasie wojny 1 nawet zaraz po wojnie nie
udalo si¢ ustali¢, gdzie doktadnie ta kwatera
znajdowala sie.

,Marsz $mierci” do Bialej Podlaskiej
jest stosunkowo znanym wydarzeniem, ale
przed ta egzekucja na Lubelszczyznie miata
miejsce jeszcze jedna egzekucja jencow
wojennych-Zydéw. W grudniu 1939 r. do
Chelma zostal skierowany z Prus Wschodnich
transport jencow (wsréd nich byla takze grupa
mlodych mezczyzn zydowskich, ktérzy nie byli
zolnierzami), tacznie okolo 500 oséb. Niemcy
zapowiedzieli im, ze zostang przewiezieni na
tereny okupowane przez Rosjan. Jechali kilka
dniw potwornych warunkach. Juz w transporcie
wiele 0s6b zamarzlo (zima 1939/1940 byla
bardzo mrozna i $niezna, a jency nie posiadali
zadnej odziezy zimowej). Transport ten zostal
zatrzymany na stacji kolejowej w Sobiborze, w
tym samym miejscu, gdzie w 1942 r. Niemcy
zaczeli budowac oboz zagtady. Transport zostat
zatrzymany rzekomo dlatego, zeby z wagonéw
wyciagna¢ ciala zmarlych. W momencie,
gdy jency zaczeli wychodzi¢ z wagondéw, SS-
mani otworzyli do nich ogien z karabinow
maszynowych. Wybuchta panika. Cze$¢ ludzi
zaczeta uciekac¢ do pobliskich lasow, ale bardzo
wiele oséb zostalo zastrzelonych na miejscu,
Inni, ktérzy zostali ranni, umierali w lasach z
powodu uptywu krwi lub zamarzali. Kilkunastu
osobom udalo si¢ dotrze¢ do pobliskiej
Wilodawy, gdzie zawiadomili o masakrze
tamtejszych Zydéw. Judenrat we Wlodawie
przekupit wladze niemieckie i te wydaly zgode
na pozbieranie cial oraz odnalezienie rannych
i przewiezienie ich do miasta. Na cmentarzu

zydowskim we Wtodawie pochowano wowczas
okolo 250 rozstrzelanych i zmarlych jencow.
Wiroéd nich byty takze osoby, ktére odnaleziono
jako ciezko ranne, przewieziono do Wiodawy,
ale zmarly one z powodu za p6zno udzielone;j
pomocy. Prowizoryczny szpital dla rannych
jencow znajdowat sie¢ w budynkach synagog
wlodawskich. Na samym cmentarzu zydowskim
we Wlodawie, podobnie jak w Parczewie,
istniala osobna kwatera, gdzie znajdowaly sie¢
groby jencow. Niestety, i ta kwatera zostala
zniszczona w momencie, gdy Niemcy zniszczyli
cmentarz zydowski we Wlodawie.

Na przelomie 1940 i 1941 r. do Lublina
zaczely  przybywa¢  kolejne  transporty
zydowskich jencéw wojennych z Armii
Polskiej. Wsréd nich byli glownie ludzie,
ktérzy pochodzili z Kreséw Wschodnich,
ktére po 17 wrzesnia 1939 r. znalazly si¢ pod
okupacja sowiecka. Poczatkowo ludziom tym
obiecywano nawet, ze zostang przerzuceni Ne
teren okupowany przez Sowietéw, ale nigdy
sie tak nie stalo. Pozostali oni w wiekszosci
na zawsze w Lublinie. Oni to stanowili trzon
wiezniow obozu przy ul. Lipowej 7. Zatrudnieni
zostali w warsztatach obozowych, ale pracowali
takze poza terenem obozu, gléwnie przy
obstudze instytucji niemieckich, w tym SS. Od
jesieni 1941 r. grupa jencow z Lipowej pracowata
takze przy budowie obozu koncentracyjnego na
Majdanku, gdzie wielu z nich zarazito si¢ od
jencow sowieckich tyfusem. Szpital dla chorych
na tyfus jencéw zorganizowany zostal na
terenie getta w Lublinie, w budynku synagogi
Mabharszala. Wielu z nich zmarlo tam z powodu
tej choroby.

W 1942 r. pewne grupy jencow z
obozu przy ul. Lipowej przenoszone byly do
innych obozéw, organizowanych na terenie
dystryktu lubelskiego przez Niemcéw. Trafiali
oni do obozéw w Trawnikach i Budzyniu koto
Krasnika, gdzie byli wigzniami funkcyjnymi.
Pewna grupa jencow przebywala takze w getcie
w Konskowoli oraz w obozie pracy w Pulawach,
ktéry byt filig D.A.W - Niemieckich Zakladow
Zbrojeniowych, ktére kontrolowaty obdz na
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Robert Kuwalek

Losy jencow zydowskich z Armii Polskiej na Lubelszczyznie

Oboz dla jencow zydowskich - zolnierzy
Armii Polskiej, mieszczacy si¢ w Lublinie przy
ul. Lipowej 7, byt najbardziej znanym miejscem
koncentracji tej grupy wiezniéw w czasie
okupacji niemieckiej. Zorganizowany juz pod
koniec 1939 r. i rozbudowywany do 1942 r., stal
sie centralnym miejscem martyrologii zolnierzy
polskich- Zydéw. Jednak wsréd wiezniéw tego
obozu znalazta si¢ takze spora grupa ludzi,
ktérzy nie byli zolnierzami. Na poczatku byli
to rzemie$lnicy Zydowscy z Lublina. W 1940
r. czasowo osadzano tutaj takze chlopow
polskich z okolic Lublina, oskarzonych o nie
oddawanie kontyngentéw na rzecz okupanta.
W 1942 i 1943 r. na Lipowa kierowano takze
wyselekcjonowanych ~ Zydéw  polskich i
zagranicznych z przybywajacych do Lublina
transportow.  Zasadniczy trzon wigzniow
stanowili jednak jency wojenni. Ich grupa
mogta liczy¢ okoto 2000-2500 0s6b w przededniu
likwidacji obozu w dniu 3 listopada 1943 r.
Niestety, nie zachowaly sie pelne materialy
archiwalne, ktére moga nam powiedzie¢ co$
bardziej doktadnego o tej liczbie.

Jednak przez sam obdz na Lipowej
przeszto wigcej jencow, podobnie jak
tez wiecej jencow przebywalo na terenie
dystryktu lubelskiego. Transporty jencow
zydowskich do Lublina trafialy juz w lutym
1940 r. Prawdopodobnie pierwszym z nich byl
transport z obozu jenieckiego w Lammsbach,
liczacy okolo 700 oséb. Inne Zrédta moéwia o
obozie jenieckim Amlitz, skad mial przyby¢
pierwszy transport na Lipowa.

W pierwszych transportach do Lublina
przybyli jency, ktorzy pochodzili z ziem
zachodnich Polski, ktore zostaly wcielone do
Rzeszy po wrzesniu 1939 r. Niemcy osadzajac

tych ludzi w obozie, w pierwszej kolejnosci
chcieli pozbawi¢ ich statusu jenicéw wojennych,
a z drugiej strony zrzuci¢ ich utrzymanie na
barki Judenratu w Lublinie. Rada Zydowska
w Lublinie nie byla wtedy $wiadoma tego, co
Niemcy mogg zrobi¢ z jencami i borykajac
sie z wlasnymi problemami, w pierwszym
momencie odmoéwila utrzymania jencow i
przydzielifa im jedynie pomoc w postaci racji
zywno$ciowych. Wobec takiej sytuacji SS,
ktéremu podlegal nadzér nad obozem przy
ul. Lipowej 7, wyprowadzilto caly ten pierwszy
transport z Lublina. Do dzisiaj trudno jest
dokladnie wydatowaé, czy wydarzylo si¢ to
jeszcze w lutym czy na poczatku marca 1940
r. Cala kolumne jenncéw Niemcy wyprowadzili
w kierunku Biatej Podlaskiej i od poczatku
ludzie ci byli traktowani wbrew zasadom
Konwencji Genewskiej. Byl to dla nich ,marsz
$mierci”. Wszystkie osoby, ktére opdznialy ten
marsz lub byly chorem zostaly rozstrzelane po
drodze. Do najwigkszych egzekucji doszto pod
Lubartowem i w Julipolu pod Parczewem. Pod
Lubartowem zastrzelonych zostalo takze wtedy
trzech Polakéw, ktorzy starali sie wstawi¢ za
jenncami u SS-manoéw. Do najwiekszej masakry
doszlo jednak w Julipolu pod Parczewem, gdzie
jencow zamknieto w stodole i SS-mani grupami
wybierali ich i rozstrzeliwali w pobliskim
lesie. Jency stawili nawet opdr, ale byl on
bezskuteczny. Wszystkich broniacych si¢ lub
prébujacych ucieka¢, zastrzelono. Dopiero,
gdy pozostali przy zyciu przekupili SS-mandw,
zbierajac miedzy sobg kosztownosci i pieniadze,
egzekucja zostala przerwana, a pozostalych przy
zyciu okoto 250 jencéw popedzono do Bialej
Podlaskiej, gdzie zorganizowano dla nich obéz
jeniecki. Okoto 40 jenicéw potajemnie otrzymato
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hunger in the camp. Once, out of desperation, he
bit his hand. The wound became infected and, as he
was not able to work, the Nazis shot him.

After he escaped the from Lipowa 7 camp, my
father joined the partisans in the Parczew woods
under the command of Yeger. The chief commander
was Yehiel Grinspan. The partisans did what they
could to harm the German war effort; bombed trains
and vehicles and ambushed the Germans.

Father's friends told me about his courage and his
tendency to volunteer as much as he could. Once,
together with a friend, he volunteered to deliver food
for women and children hidden in a bunker in the
woods. On their way back they were spotted by the
Germans and in the battle that developed his friend
was badly wounded, and subsequently lost his leg,
and my father was injured in his leg and hand.

In the partisan camp there was also another couple
from Dubno, Motaleh Abarbanel, his wife and their
four year old daughter. Motaleh refused to send them
to the bunker with the other women and children
so that the family was always together. He always
carried his daughter on his back. Miraculously they
survived. After the war their son, Nathan, was born.
Their daughter became a doctor who worked at the
Afula hospital for years.

My father’s two sisters were both murdered in
Dubno together with their husbands and children.
His fiancé and two brothers were also killed by the
Germans. Another brother of his went to Palestine
before the war.

When the Germans were defeated and the Red
Army came to Lublin, all the partisans from the
area received uniforms and arms and were posted
to keep order in town. Father was in charge of
those who manned the checkpoints. One day, close
to the curfew he saw a woman, wearing a large
Polish Peasant type shawl, approaching the bridge.
She told him that she and her family had arrived
in Lublin and that she had gotten lost. He looked
into her dark eyes and asked: "Amchu?" (a word
by which Jews from all over the world recognize
themselves). "Amchu" she replied. After few months
they married in Lublin...

The war ended for my parents on 22nd July 1944
and my mother left her hiding place with a Polish
man who had saved her life after she had run away
from the concentration camp in Lublin. That same
day she volunteered to work in a Soviet military
field hospital. When the hospital moved to the front
she went to a nearby Polish village and worked as
a cow herder for a Polish peasant. When she felt
that the place was not safe enough, she left in the
direction of Lublin.

My father was a humanist all his life. The atrocities
he went through did not change his view that
people are basically good, with only a minority
being wicked. He believed in equality and justice.
If he saw an ant on the floor, he never stepped on it
but lifted it onto a newspaper and threw it into the
garden.

He believed, even during the most difficult moments
of his illness, that he would overcome his sickness.
At the end of his days when he was paralyzed and
confined to a wheelchair, he used to say: "If Hitler
did not succeed in killing me, no illness will!".

I remember the night before the amputation of his
leg. It was one month before my wedding. I sat with
him in the hospital and he did not stop singing the
Yiddish song of the Jewish partisans: " Don’t ever
say that you go your last way..." The doctors told
me that if he survived the operation, he had one year
to live. My father lived five more years.

My father’s most important request was to attend
the wedding of his only daughter.

He did. His friends from the camp and partisans
were his special guests.

When my father died in 1976, at the age of 64, his
granddaughter was 3 years old and his grandson
was 2 months old.

I conduct my life as he asked me to do. Never to

bargain with craftsmen and never return a hand,
which is stretched out to me, empty.

August 2008
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Every Purim festival they made a costume for me.
One year, for example, I was a doll in a box. My
father built a cardboard box with a cover to fit my
measurement exactly. Of course my costume won
the first prize. Another year when I was dressed as
a painter he made a wooden easel and a hat in the
shape of a palette. Then I also won a prize.

Before the Eichman trial police officers from the
Nazi Crimes Investigation squad came to our home.
It was then for the first time that I heard what my
parents had gone through during the holocaust.
Then I began to understand their "bad dreams" and
the outcries at nights. Finally, due to his bad health,
my father could not testify at the trial.

In 1965 my father was summoned to testify against
a Nazi criminal, the commander of Lipowa 7, the
Jewish Prisoner of War (POW) concentration camp
and I traveled to Germany with him.

My father Pinchas Zyskind was born in Dubno. His
father was the administrative manager of the Jewish
hospital in town. His mother died when he was one
year old and his father died when he was twelve.
He was apprenticed to a local tinsmith. He was
independent from an early age and ran a workshop
together with two partners. After he completed his
service in the Polish army he intended to marry is
fiancé before Rosh Hashana 1939 and built a house
by himself that they would live in together.

When WW?2 started he was recruited into the army
reserves, and, during the fighting, was captured and
sent to a Stalag in Germany. At the end of 1940
he was sent from Germany to Lublin and then to
Lipowa 7 camp. Life in the camp was hell: the
Germans treated the Jewish Prisoners of War as
ordinary Jews and not POW's.

One day while taken to work, 55 prisoners ran away.
In retaliation the Germans increased their terror
and hung 15 men. An additional 300, including my
father, were sent to the Majdanek extermination
camp where he languished for three months and 6
days.

As he was a skilled craftsman they sent him back to
the Lipowa 7 camp.

After a while he began to work outside the camp.

Escorted by two armed Ukrainians he left the camp
for work every morning and returned in the evening.
Working outside he was able to smuggle some food
into the camp.

With time an underground was established. Father
had connections to the Polish underground. His
outside work at that time was covering roofs with
tarpaper. He built a bucket with a double bottom
and knowing that the Germans checked everything
for contraband he partially filled the bucket with tar.
The Germans stirred the tar inside the bucket with a
stick but found nothing suspicious. In this way he,
together with a few friends, managed to smuggle
38 pistols, 3500 bullets and 80 grenades into the
camp.

Jewish women who worked in the Plage Laskiewicz
camp (Flugplatz), sorting the clothes of murdered
Jewish victims supplied a portion of the money to
buy the arms. They threw little packages containing
money, jewels and gold coins which they found
inside the clothes over the wire fence which my
father and his friends collected. Some of the women
paid for this with their lives. Unfortunately, the
POWs did not succeed in carrying out the uprising
that they had planned.

My father's friend, Chaim Chalef, told me that my
father always tried to help his friends. Chaim was
an artist, a sculptor and a painter. He engraved little
pictures in wood and my father exchanged them
for bread. Also some SS officers had their portraits
engraved which they sent to their wives. In the camp
Chaim met and fell in love with a beautiful girl from
Lublin. In 1942 she was sent to death together with
her entire family. Chaim survived, went to Australia,
married and had a son. He was a close friend of the
painter Josl Bergner. In the sixties he made aliyah,
lived in Jerusalem and continued his creative work.
After my father's death I continued the connection
with Chaim whom I found to be a sensitive and
warm person. He never forgot his beloved from
Lublin.

My father told me about Leiser Klepacz of Dobno,
the brother of his close friend Itzhak. Leizer was
an athlete and weight lifter. He could not bear the
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Judith Maier

FATHER

My father was not a Lubliner, but he lived in Lublin
and the surrounding area from 1940 until 1946. 1
remember his loving soft gray eyes as he so often
looked towards me saying, "mein teiere eintzige
tochter" - “My only precious daughter”. Ever since
my childhood, I remember him as thin and prompt,
efficient, skillful and industrious.

He loved books, animals and nature. A keen
gardener, he, together with my mother, cultivated a
beautiful garden. We always had flowers at home, “a
house without flowers is like a home in mourning,"
he would say.

He adored Yiddish literature and had books written
by Shalom Alechem, Shalom Ash, Yud Lamed
Peretz and Mendele Mocher Sfarim as well as books
on Jewish art and other subjects. When I was a little
girl every evening he would read a passage from
Shalom Alechem, the author he loved the most. The
Polish authorities forbade us from taking art works
and books with us when we left Poland for Israel
but he could not part from his beloved books and
daringly "smuggled" out some books hidden in my
piano.

Father cared for me as I was the apple of his eye.
When he was young he had been a soccer player, a
swimmer and gymnast, yet he shielded me from any
physical effort.

He did not teach me to swim - out of fear that I might
drown. When we did "swam" together he insisted
that I hold tightly onto his neck and he carried me
on his back.

He would have wrapped me in cotton-wool if he
could.

We had the same, unchanging, ritual every day when
he returned home from work.

After putting his bag away and washing his hands
he kneeled on the floor so that I could climb on his
back and we “rode” - galloping happily until we
were both tired.

He owned an old shiny JAWA motorcycle which he

maintained with his own hands.

On holidays and on weekends we drove to the woods
and parks of Lower Silesia.

Daddy driving, mummy in the back seat and I
squeezed between them. Fila, our dog, rode along
in a rucksack on mummies back. Twice a week my
father's friends came to play chess and mummy
served tea and cakes.

I had a beautiful early childhood. My parents
were happy with me and I was the focus of their
attention.

Less marvelous was when both of my parents shouted
during their sleep. Screams of fear. The answer to
my questions was always "daddy or mummy had a
bad dream” and never more.

Sometimes when 1 was out, they would speak
quietly. When I entered the room I felt their
sadness. Sometimes I saw that one or the other
had tears in their eyes. When they heard me both
suddenly became quiet. Father would say, "shah,
dos kind" - "hush the child”.

The expressions on their faces changed to smiles
and their discussion immediately stopped.

By the time the war was over father was wounded;
his injuries received in battles with the partisans
against the Nazis. Also, the years of hunger made
their mark on his health. He recovered after his
homecoming and life returned to normal.

We arrived in Israel in December 1956 and were sent
to the north, far away from Tel-Aviv. My father was
sure that as he had survived the holocaust, and being
a good worker, he could contribute his knowledge
and skills and be active in building the country. But
there was not enough work for the "local" people,
let alone the newcomers in the area where we lived
and this too played its part in worsening his health.
In spite of their poor financial situation, my parents
did everything they could to prevent any harm from
coming to me.
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passed through my father's mind before the
blows landed on his meager body. Father had to
count the lashes and did not remember when he
became unconscious.

The next day his friends carried him half alive
to the factory. When Steingetter saw him all
covered with blood, he shouted "What did those
pigs do to you!"

He gave an order to put father into a bath of
cold water and gave him his own sandwiches.
"Thick slices of cheese between thin slices of
real bread wrapped in thin paper. I can still
remember the taste", my father told me.

He "cooled" his body in the water for some
time before Steingetter allowed him to return
to work.

In the autumn of 1943, the Germans began
liquidating the camps in the Lublin area. One
evening after work Steingetter called father to
his office and told him that he must escape or
be exterminated in Majdanek together with all
the remaining Jews.

"You have to find a way to escape immediately"
he said, wrapping several thin leather sheets
around Father's body.

Father convinced a few friends to escape with
him. He arranged a transfer to work in the Jewish
cemetery. Some prisoners gladly exchanged their
hard work demolishing the Jewish tombstones
for work in the leather factory.

At the end of the day father and his friends
rolled a big tombstone down a hill. During the
turmoil that was started by the Ukrainian guards
the four of them escaped and hid inside a tomb.
That night they went to a Polish worker, who my
father knew and who gave them some clothes
and tools in exchange for the leather sheets.
They walked at nights from one underground
connection to another, always exposed to great

danger, until they found themselves with the
Jewish Partisans.

When the Soviet army liberated Lublin, my
father did not forget Steingetter. He went to
General Chenchilov, who was in charge of the
area, and told him his story. The General not
only gave him a permit to look for the German
in the Soviet territory, but also supplied him
with a motorcycle.

Father searched in villages, towns, and woods.
He looked in every camp which held German
captives, and passed long convoys with defeated,
dirty, miserable and shabby Nazis. But no one
knew Steingetter.

Tired and disappointed by the thought that he
might not find Steingetter, my father decided to
return to Poland. On the way he saw another
convoy with Germans that seemed too tired to
try and move on. Their Soviet guards looked
almost as tired as the captives.

Father climbed onto a high box and shouted:
"Is there someone here by the name of
Steingetter? Does someone know him?"

A squalid dirty and shabby man came out of the
crowd, and leaning on a stick for support, said
in a weak voice “Yes, I am Steingetter.”

It took time for my father to recognize him.

"[ came to free you, climb up on the motorcycle"
father finally said.

After Steingetter rested for a few days and
recovered, father supplied him with a supply of
food and appropriate permits and he took him
to the train that left for Germany.

They parted knowing that they would never
meet again.

April 2004, Revised September 2008
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The tension I was under caused me to turn to him
and say in German: "If my father looks so bad it
is because of you and your comrades!" The entire
defense team jumped up in protest and one of
them asked the judge to send me out, but the judge
refused.

Father also testified about the sadistic and cruel
behavior of Hantke, who incited his specially
trained dog onto the prisoners to bite them and how
he insulted them for no reason.

The trial only began 9 years after this hearing. The
sentence was passed on July 26, 1974.

Last August I went to Yad Vashem and read the 244
page verdict in German. Otto Hantke was a witness
at the trial.

In September 1942 Hantke was sent by Odillo
Globotznik to be the commander of the Budzyn
concentration camp. In 1974 the court in Hamburg
sentenced him to life in prison for his crimes.

The Jewish witnesses for the prosecution in
Mohwinkel's trial were: Aronowicz, Berezin, Ester
Margot-Berger, Cynowiec, Ezrachi (Birger), Roman
Fischer, Zipora Fischer, Gruber, Oszerowski,
Nusbaum, Kotlar, Podgorski, Reich, Reznik, Dr.
Schindler, Szilubski, Kliszczewski (Zwanger),
Dolinski, Frank, Frydman, Zwiebak, Zyskind.

For his crimes in Lipowa 7 Mohwinkel was
punished only for the murders that he had carried
out personally. As indicated on page 243 of the
verdict, Mowinkel received:

‘8 years of imprisonment - In the case of hanging
Yeger and two other POWs

7 years of imprisonment - In the case of hanging
two prisoners in 1943

6 years of imprisonment - In the case of a single
hanging in 1943

For all the three crimes the court stated according
to paragraphs StGB75, 74 an inclusive total

sentence of ten years of imprisonment.’

August 2008

Judith Maier

MEASURE FOR MEASURE

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 65

This story, my father told me, is about not
giving up in the belief of the human spirit. It is
about one of the very few Nazis, whose heart
was in the right place during the darkest time
in history.

My father was in Lipowa 7, the Jewish Prisoner
of War (POW) camp from 1940 until 1943. The
sadistic Germans handled the starving POWs
with unimaginable terror and abuse. The only
place where the prisoners were not abused was
the leather manufacturing factory in Lublin.
This factory, which had been stolen from its

Jewish owner, Mr. Brikman, by the Nazis, was
managed by SS officer Steingetter who was one
of the rare Nazis to treat the Jewish POWs and
the Polish forced laborers in a humane manner.

A friend of my father’s became ill and someone
suggested that eating some butter could help
him recover. One of the Polish workers brought
some butter hidden in a rug. Unfortunately the
Germans discovered it.

"25 lashes, three times!" ordered the Nazi
Schramm.

"A shot in the head would be preferable",
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Judith Maier

THE TRIAL OF A NAZI CRIMINAL

THE COMMANDANT OF LIPOWA 7 - PRISONER OF WAR AND
CONCENTRATION CAMP IN LUBLIN

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 57

On the second of July 1965, I accompanied my
father, Pinchas Zyskind, to a pre-trial hearing, which
took place in a court in Hamburg, Germany. I was
18 years old. The accused, Wolfgang Karl Heinrich
Mohwinkel, had been the commander of the Jewish
Prisoner of War/Concentration Camp located in
Lublin on Lipowa Street #7 from 1940 until 1943.

Before the hearing, my father had been required to
identify the accused from a line-up of men. He had
recognized Mohwinkel immediately. As he passed
a shabby-looking man, he had shouted “This is
Hantke*!” and then he fainted. Hantke tried to help,
but I pushed him away and inserted a nitroglycerine
tablet into my father's mouth. A short while later he
recovered consciousness. The doctors who checked
my father allowed him to testify, but insisted that
he lie on a stretcher. This was a surreal scene; two
Nazi criminals in a German court with their group
of defending attorneys, Mohwinkel dressed in an
elegant expensive suit, Hantke in a shabby jacket
and the witness lying on a stretcher.

After drawing the layout of the camp on a sheet of
paper, my father told the court that at the beginning
of WWII he was a soldier in the Polish Army. He
was captured and taken as a Prisoner of War (POW)
by the German Army in September 1939. He was
then sent to a Stalag in Germany and at the end of
1940 transferred to the Lipowa 7 Camp in Lublin.

When he arrived, they were housed in filthy barracks
and only received a little food and water after two
days. The conditions there were sub-human. They
worked more than 12 hours a day, were humiliated,
and beaten with lead-tipped whips on every occasion.

If someone stopped working for a moment or was
too weak to work, he was shot to death on the spot.

At the beginning the POWs received 250 grams
of bread a day, but Mohwinkel reduced the amount
to half. Those who tried to escape were hung
immediately. This was done in front of all the
prisoners who were then also punished severely.
"The accused did not hit anyone" said one of the
defenders.

"He hit me" said my father.

"I am very sorry" said Mohwinkel without looking
in my father's direction.

Father told about the terror in the camp; about a 12
year old boy, Chaim, who worked as a messenger.
One rainy day the documents he delivered became
wet. The Nazi, Inkuffer, abused him so badly that
the boy cried. Inkuffer cut the boy’s tongue with his
pocketknife. The sight was so unbearable that the
other Nazis begged him to end the boy's suffering.
Only in the evening did they hang the poor boy in
front of all prisoners.

In another case, in July 1943, my father testified,
“the Nazis found a gold coin while searching the
prisoners. Inkuffer and Hausberg tied the prisoner
to a wooden log and cut the man in half with a
saw.” All this happened during the lineup under the
command of Mohwinkel.

"Do you know the witness?" asked the judge.

"Of course I know Mr. Zyskind", replied Mohwinkel.
"Every day I personally signed his pass because he
worked outside the camp. I can hardly recognize
him now since he looks so bad".

* Hantke - One of Mohwinkel's deputies in Lipowa 7 camp.
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The commander of A.L. battalion in the area
was Jewish, Major Alexander Skotnicki.

The Jewish Partisan Unit commanded by
Yechiel Greenspan joined A.L. and became the
fourth company in Skotnicki's battalion. Gruber,
Jaeger and the rest of Lipowa camp runaways
also joined Skotnicki's battalion and belonged
to another company in that battalion.

Among the Jewish partisans were women who
participated in the battles — as fighters with
weapon in their hand or as wound dressers. Life
in the battalion were organized under military
order and discipline.

On March 1944 a major reinforcement started
to arrive over the Bug River. Those were soviet
units and a large well-equipped Polish partisan
force which was organized in Moscow, Wanda
Wasilewska Division (named after a well
known communist Polish novelist who lived in
Russia). Soviet airplanes dropped equipment,
weapon and food to the forests.

On April 1944 Yechiel Greenspan commanded
a special operation: Mine laying Sobibor bridge,
on which was the Lublin-Chelm railroad. The
locomotive of the train was exploded; the train
which had led German soldiers to the front fell
into the water. Between 300 and 500 German
soldiers were killed. On their way back from
the operation the Partisans put their hands on a
car with Germans. They confiscated the weapon
and equipment, burned the car and captivated the
Germans. For some days they led the German
captives from village to village. At the end the
commander Greenspan ordered to execute the
Germans.

The front became nearer. The Germans
concentrated large army forces in the district.
The Jewish Partisans took part in the battles that
were developed and proved to be very brave.
The commander Jaeger died in battle. After his

death he received the highest Polish military
decoration, Virtuti Militari.

Major Skotnicki was killed on May 1944.
Yechiel Greenspan Unit was joined to the large
Partisan unit commanded by Soviet General
Baranovsky. From now on the partisans were
no longer isolated units, but a well organized
and disciplined army. This army was equipped
with good weapon, and parachuted Soviet
officers commanded it.

As the date of liberation was getting close,
the partisans' condition got worse. The area
between the German army and the Soviet army
was more and more narrow, and there was left
no space for the partisans to maneuver. Battles
turned serious and bitter. Fire from both sides
was shot over the heads of the partisans, and that
situation continued until the total withdrawal of
the German tanks. Soldiers of the Soviet army
welcomed enthusiastically the partisans.
Yechiel Greenspan's people, including the
runaways from Lipowa camp, were among the
first liberators of Lublin town.
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Neta Zytomirski Avidar

Jewish Partisans in Lublin District

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 53

From Lipowa Camp to the Forests
The general escape from Lipowa camp failed.
Several groups of POWSs [Prisoners of War]
from the camp were organized in order to
escape.

On October 28, 1942, a group of seventeen
people escaped from the camp. Among them
were underground activists Jaeger, Kaganovich
and Gruber. The weapon was hidden in a
laundry at the camp. Since the prisoners ran
away from their labor places outside the camp,
they couldn't take weapons with them.

After their escape forty other prisoners ran to
Janow Lubelski forests, and those runaways
had managed to connect with P.O.W. people
('"Polska Organizacja Wojskowa' was a Polish
military organization which had been the basis
to A.K. movement, Armia Krajowa). The
P.O.W. people ordered the runaways to dig a
tunnel in the ground in order to dwell inside it,
and then threw a grenade into the tunnel. Only
two of the forty runaways stayed alive.

Gruber organized an escape of two armed
prisoners groups. And so about a hundred of
ex-soldiers who ran away from Lipowa camp
were gathered in the forest; some of them were
armed. Few weeks after they came to the forest
their commander Kaganovich was killed. It
happened during a chase of the Germans after
the runaways. Shlomo (Mjetek) Gruber took
Kaganovich's place as a commander. His people
were active in small groups around Garbow

(between Lublin and Pulawi). After Gruber was
wounded, Jaeger took his place.

Those who ran to the forests were exposed to
the brutality of Nature and of Man.

Captain Yechiel Greenspan Unit
Thousands of Jews from towns in North East
Lublin district ran away to the forests during
the deportations to Sobibor at the summer and
autumn of 1942.

The Jews were hiding in Parczew forests and
lived at unorganized groups. The Germans
chased the runaways and killed very large
numbers of them.

Influence of Soviet Partisans contributed to
start organizing a popular partisan movement
in the forest.

At Parczew forests was formed and active the
most important of the Jewish Partisan units
in Poland: The unit commanded by Yechiel
Greenspan, Captain Chil.

On January 1943 there were 50 people in
Greenspan's unit. After few months additional
people came to the unit, and by then it included
about 120 people.

Gruber, Jaeger and their colleagues who were
running away from Lublin came to Greenspan's
group at spring of 1943.

In the last year of the war there was a significant
increase in the activity of the communist Polish
resistance movement, Armia Ludowa (A.L.).
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Joseph Dakar

Lipowa 7

For years Neta Avidar and me have been aware
of the fact that any mention of the events
concerning Lipowa 7 was missing from the site
or its whereabouts.

We raised the subject with former Mayor
Andrzej Pruszkowski. He told me that the
ground had been sold to a private investor and
the matter therefore does not lie in his hands.
During the year 2006 construction on the site
has commenced. I verified with sources within
the municipality who the entrepreneur was. |
received a phone number. I dialed the number
and reached a person by the name of Avihoo
Shore, who was chief engineer of Plaza Centers
Poland.

Plaza Centesris the arm of Moti Zyser the famous
Israeli entrepreneur. This company engages in
construction of malls around Europe.

I told Avihoo Shore about the history of the site.
For him it was a total surprise, since nobody
had informed them what had transpired there
during the war.

Avihoo Shore has contacted me with Rucha
Lewine who at the time had been responsible
for Moti Zyser's European activities.

I met her in Tel Aviv and told her about the
site's history. She responded that it will be an
honorable duty for the group to take care of the
commemoration of the place.

In Lublin we established contacts with Plaza
Centers engineer Serge Alpern who carried out
onsite supervision of the whole project. Mr.
Alpern was aware of Plaza Centers undertaking
to establish proper commemoration on the site.
Even though the mall was sold to a French
company Plaza Centers maintained their
obligation with respect to commemoration. We
discussed putting on the site memorial plaques.
I maintained that since the prisoner's language
was either Polish or Yiddish the order of

preferability should be Polish Yiddish English
Hebrew since eventually there was room for 3
plaques only. Hebrew has been dropped, since
we believe that almost any Israeli who visits the
place is able to understand English.

Inorderto conclude the work some arrangements
needed to be carried out.

Robert Kuwalek was in charge of drafting the
historical content in Polish.

Our friend and community member Michael
Rozenbush translated the Polish version into
Yiddish and English. He consulted in this
project Prof. Monika Adamczyk Garbowska
who in turn consulted Roman Litman head of
the Jewish community in Lublin.

Execution of the works was taken by Srge
Alpern and financed by Plaza Centers.

We thank Serge Alpern, Robert Kuwalek,
Michael Rozenbush, Monika Adamczyk
Garbowska for their assistance.

Special thanks to Moti Zyser and Plaza Centers
for financing the project and carrying it through.
Special thanks also to Rucha Lewine who so
willingly and gracefully agreed to take care of
the commemoration project.

The conclusion from this whole experience is
that our presence in Lublin does matter.

The whole project has been successfully carried
out thank to our connections with the city
authorities and many of its key figures.
Commemorating the history of those Jewish
prisoners of war who were also Polish soldiers
(and probably the last ones wearing Polish
uniform during the war) is a sad but important
chapter in our history but also in the history of
the Polish people.

Establishment of this project is a proof of
how fruitful can this connection between our
organization and the city of Lublin be.
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a result of this punishment, ten prisoners died
from pneumonia. Prisoners were also falsely
accused of theft then shot or hanged. A prisoner
by the name of Zylbereich tried to escape, was
caught, beaten and shot by Shram from the
SS. Afterwards, Shram kissed his pistol and
renamed it “Zylbereich”.

On August 17, 1942 , several hundred prisoners
who were to be transferred to Majdanek decided
to resist. The shoemakers among them used
knives to attack the German guards, wounding
and killing several. The SS shot some of the
prisoners and sent the rest to Majdanek.

The Anomaly of the Camp

The prisoners worked for the Wehrmacht and
benefit of the German economy, but the total
responsibility of caring for the prisoners food,
medical needs and salaries fell on the Lublin
Judenrat. The Judenrat was responsible for
supplying bread for all the prisoners at Lipowa,
a difficult task for an impoverished Judenrat in
an impoverished Lublin.

The Revolt That Wasn’t

The prisoners at Lipowa organized a revolt
hoping of being able to join the partisans in
the forests. Contact was established with the
Polish Underground. The leader of the revolt
was Romek Fiszer. Pinchas Zyskind, one of
the prisoners, would leave Lipowa each day
to work outside the camp. Zyskind worked
as a roofer, he redesigned the bottom of a tar
bucket he carried, with a false bottom. Each
day he would carry out gold hidden in the
bucket’s false bottom and return with 2 guns,
eventually succeeded in purchasing a total of 34
guns from the Polish Underground. In addition,
Zyskind and fellow prisoners also succeeded in
purchasing 80 grenades and 3,500 bullets. The
revolt did not succeed, information about what
exactly happened was not forthcoming from
survivors of the attempted revolt, presently all

none are still alive.

There were additional attempts at escape, about
400 prisoners managed to escape Lipowa in
the winter of 1942-43. Most were caught and
shot. About 150 Lipowa prisoners managed
to escape to the forests and joined groups of
Jewish partisans.

The End

The end of Lipowa came on November 3, 1943.
On this day a mass murder with the code name
of Aktion Erntfest - Action Harvest Festival,
took place. On th morning of November 3,
2500 Lipowa prisoners were taken on a march
to Majdanek dressed in Polish army uniforms.
Some tried to escape and were shot. The rest
arrived at Majdanek, were marched to open
trenches and were shot along with Jews from
other camps in the Lublin area. A total of
18,400 human being were murdered in a one
day killing orgy.

Translated by Esther Minars USA
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workers, tailors, printers, saddlers, tanners and
more. The prisoners at Lipowa worked also in
other factories owned by the German SS.

In the fall of 1941, several hundred Lipowa
prisoners were sent to Majdanek to build the
camp.

DAW developed quickly into tar-paper
manufacturing at the pre-war site of the Plage-
Laskiewicz: Flugplaz (the former Lublin
Aircraft Factory). At this location enterprises
were established for the production of shoe
soles, shoe repair and munitions production.

The Jewish Prisoners of War

The Jewish Polish soldiers who were captured
by the Germans were sent to POW camps in
Germany. Those POWs whose towns of origin
were in German occupied areas were sent back
to their hometowns and became civilians. The
POWs who were from Eastern Poland, an area
annexed by the Soviet Union, remained in the
camp. The German and the Soviets negotiated
over the fate of those POWSs, no decision was
made. The question of what to do with the
POWs remained. The German government had
the solution: deprive the prisoners of their POW
status, since they were Jews and transport them
to Lipowa Camp in Lublin.

Three groups of POWs were transported to
Lipowa- Beginning in 1940, the first group
of 627 Jewish prisoners were transferred to
Lipowa. The Jewish community in Lublin was
unable to take in the prisoners. As a result, they
were taken on a death march through Lubartow,
Parcew and Biala-Podalska, a distance of 120
kilometers. Their wooden shoes fell apart, in
temperatures below 30 degrees Celsius and
a snowstorm, the group was forced to march
accompanied by SS guards on horseback.
Those who could not keep up, were shot. Most
of the prisoners died as a result of shootings
and harsh weather. Finally, only 287 prisoners

remained. On page 68 of this issue you will find
the testimony of Avraham Buchman regarding
the “Death March”.

The second group of 3,200 prisoners arrived
at Lipowa in the months of February thru May
1940. This group of POW were originally
from towns in German occupied Poland. They
were freed after the Judenrat presented to the
Germans proof of the prisoners town of origin.
The third group of POWs numbered about
2,500, prisoners who were transferred to
Lipowa from German stalags, from December
1940 to January 1941. These POWs were
Jewish soldiers whose towns of origin were in
East Poland, an area that was Soviet- occupied.
They stayed in Lipowa for two years.

Living Conditions in the Camp

The number of prisoners in the camp changed
periodically. At most there were 3000 prisoners,
including 2500 POWSs. The first barracks were
builtin 1939. The camp consisted of workshops,
auto repair shops, barracks for the guards, offices
and huts for the prisoners, each hut contained
3 tiered sleeping bunks. Living conditions
were difficult, spread of disease caused by
overcrowding resulted in a Typhus epidemic.
The Jewish Hospital in Lublin was full beyond
capacity, the sick were transferred to the Talmud
Torah building on Jateczna Street, behind the
Maharshal Synagogue. Jewish doctors from
Lublin, Drs. Zygelwaks and Kurlander cared
for the patients. Bodies of the dead were moved
to the crematorium at Majdanek.

Treatment of the prisoners, especially the
civilians, was brutal. In the winter of 1940-
1941, a group of POWs escaped from Lipowa
camp. At night, Globocnik and his helpers
arrived at the camp, took the prisoners outside,
the temperature was 20 degrees Celsius below
zero, naked and beaten, the prisoners were
forced to stand in the snow for three hours. As
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Neta Zytomirski Avidar

LIPOWA CAMP

Labor Camp and Camp for Jewish Prisoners of War in Lublin

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 41

Facts about Lipowa:

In the heart of Lublin, on Lipowa Street #7,
opposite the Christian cemetery, stood a large
sports field, the Lublin Academic Sports
Organization. The character of the sports field
completely changed as a result of the completion
of the German occupation.

On December 2, 1939, a census of all Jewish
men in Lublin took place in the sports field. The
census was conducted by the SS for many long
hours with cruelty and intentional humiliation
of the Jews. At the completion of the census,
200 Jews were detained to begin building the
first barracks of Lipowa Camp.

The camp was constructed according to the
orders of Odilio Globocnik the SS and Police
Leader of Lublin. Lipowa Camp commanders
were: SS-Strumbannfuhrer Hermann Dolp,
SS-Unterstrumfuhrere  Horst Riedel and
SS-Unterstrumfuhrer Wolfgang Mohwinkel.

At first the camp served as a work and transit
camp. In 1940, Jewish Polish army Prisoners of
War, (POWs), were sent to Lipowa camp from
POW camps in Germany.

Functions of Lipowa Camp

 Lipowa Camp served as a gathering place of
Jewish slave laborers from Lublin.

* Initial assembly place of Jews deported from
the West.

» Camp for Jewish Polish soldiers POWs whose
hometowns were under Russian occupation.

* Slave labor camp.

* Transit station for slave laborers from other

provinces and the POWs whose hometowns
were in the General Government.

* DAW (Deutsche Ausrustungswerke), German
Equipment Works.

Lipowa Camp as a Work Camp

On the orders of Hans Frank, Governor of the
Gerneralgouvernment, on October 26, 1939
and under the authority of the SS, the first slave
labor camp was established in Lublin.

The Lublin Judenrat was required to provide
workers to the police for the purpose of serving
as slave laborers in Lipowa. In addition, the
Judenrat was forced to supply the raw materials
for the various industries at Lipowa.

The first group of workers in the workshops
of Lipowa were craftsmen from Lublin. The
workers would arrive to work at Lipowa in the
early morning and return home in the evening.
The slave laborers were required to bring their
own tools.

The Judenrat was required to supply the meager
meals for the workers. Later on, craftsmen from
Warsaw and other towns arrived at Lipowa,
these slave laborers lived in the camp.
Between December 1940 and January 1941,
2,500 Jewish POWs were sent from POW
camps in Germany to Lipowa in Lublin.

In December 1940, Lipowa workshops were
taken over by DAW, which was an SS company.
DAW expandeditsoperations,employing Jewish
POWs as cobblers, carpenters, construction
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David Fridman

"Look from the sky and see"

Reincarnation of a song

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 37

The story

On 1940, after our town of Yanow Lubelsky was
bombed, I had arrived Belzyce together with
my mother, my two sisters and my brother.
There were three aktzias in Belzyce. After the
aktzias the town was "Judenrein" — free of
Jews.

After the first aktzia my brother and I had run
away and hidden in a gentile's barn. We were
discovered after two months. We came back
and entered the camp — Belzyce ghetto.

Before dawn I was snicking out through the
fence, buying some loafs of bread from a Polish
baker and passing it to my brother across the
fence. Inside the camp I sold the bread. That's
how we lived.

At the second aktzia the Germans took out 200
children and shot them at the graveyard in the
forest. Among them was my brother, eleven
years old.

Two months later the Germans decided to put
an end to the camp. The murderer Fyks, the
SS commander, came with his people. They
surrounded the camp and arranged a selection.
Inside the synagogue they locked 250 Jewish
men. [ was one of them.

The others remained outside. Some men were
taken to dig holes in the ground behind the
synagogue. All the Jews who were outside were
forced to take off their clothes and were shot
into the holes.

Fyks had killed there about a thousand people.
The babies were thrown in a pile. The diggers
of the holes saw how the Ukraines had cut off
with axes the babies' heads.

Together with the diggers group, and a group
of young women who survived the selection,
we were sent from the synagogue in Belzyce to
Budzyn camp.

The song

We had arrived Budzyn camp on May 8th,
1943- right after Fyks had put an end to Belzyce
camp. We had come to Budzyn camp. I was 16
years old then. Everyday we went to work in
a factory. On Sunday we haven't worked — we
were closed in the barracks. We were Jewish
prisoners from different places. Sitting locked
in the barracks we had told each other about
our lives, our families, our disaster. We told and
also sang.

Suddenly a guy from the town of Zakrzowek
(near Lublin) stood up and began singing "look
from the sky and see..." That song expressed
our status, looking in the skies for an address to
our complaints. We were all deeply excited. We
were crying.

This song had kept playing in my head for all
my life.

I had remembered the tune, but the words were
fading out in my head.

I had looked for the song.

The manager at Beit Wolyn in Givatayim
brought me a book with old Yiddish poems. He
said: "that's what you are looking for." The song
was there, but not all of it.

From different sources I have managed to
reconstruct the song.

Translation to English:
Shmulik Avidar
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into Pawiak prison. After two weeks I was sent
to Auschwitz. From there I was transferred to
Gross-Rosen camp in Silesia.

Then I was sent to work in Halbau camp. In
Helbau there was a factory for airplanes engines.
In all these camps they treated me as a gentile.
No one knew [ am a Jew.

In the camp the hunger was great. There were
Tatars who had eaten dead people. They lit
bonfire and ate.

The commander of the camp had a dog that
became close to me. After five or six days
without eating, people came and told me:
"Edek, get the dog and we'll do something."
The dog came close to me, I caressed his head.
The people got the dog and ate it.

The camp commander ran wild out of anger
and shouted: "Where is my dog?" He put us in
order and threatened "Every ten man will be
executed!" I took the blame. The commander
hit me and ordered to close me in a basement
with no food so I would die of hunger. After two
days the camp commander was replaced. The
new commander let me out of the basement.
The camp was evacuated. It was already the end
of the war.

They sent us to Buchenwald, and from there
we were led to Bergen Belsen.

The British freed Bergen Belsen. A Swedish
delegation came by and transferred camp
prisoners to a hospital in Sweden.

I was very sick. The head nurse got three shots
of Penicillin for all the patients in the hospital.
She chose me and gave one of the shots... I
recovered slowly. Me and her and her husband
became friends, so they brought me to their
home and took care of me. From their home I
made contact with my brothers.

My parents and my sister were left in Lublin
ghetto and from there were sent to Belzec.
Sometimes I dream of that time. Then I am
almost lost.

I don't forgive the Germans.

I can't forgive because of my parents...
because of the suffering I saw, because of the
concentration camps. I was there and saw how
people were killed.

In Israel I'm a member at the organization of
former concentration camp inmates.

Jews and Polish used to live together. All my
friends were Polish. We played football together.
There was no difference between us. In 1937-
1938 I started feeling the hatred to Jews.

I would like to meet Tadzyk, my childhood
friend, but I don't know how to look for him. I
don't know if he's alive. He was my friend... we
were always together.

I don't miss Poland. I lost there everything. How
should I remember Poland when I saw there
such bad things? I saw how Polish kill Jews.
"Should kill the Jew," that's what was said. Not
to me, but to others. I lived among the Polish as
a son to a Polish nobility family. Among these
I had been with I didn't see love to Jews and
didn't hear one good word for Jews.

Transcript of the interview in Polish:
Teatr NN

Translation from Polish to Hebrew:
Sara Barnea

Translation from Hebrew to English:
Shmulik Avidar
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http://www.historiamowiona.tnn.pl

An interview with

Eliyahu Hertz (Edward Skowronsky)

Interviewer: Tomasz Czajkowski
December 25, 2006

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 25

My original family name was Hertz. I was born
on April 20, 1920. My father, Jan Hertz, was an
officer in the Polish army. He had a sword, a
present from Marshal Pilsudski. Army officers
were coming to our home. Many of them came
to ask my father for his help in personal matters.
In 1939 my father was the head of a delegation
which collected money for the Polish army!

I had three brothers. Max was a lawyer, Dolfi
was a doctor and Kurt immigrated to Israel
before the war. We had an adopted sister,
Minka. At Lublin I have learnt in "Gimnasia
Humanistica". I was interested in Sport. We
were living in 10 Niecala Street. We had very
good relations with the neighbors.

Almost all of my childhood friends were Polish.
My best friends were Tadzyk and Leszek
Pitynski.

At the war my brother Dolfi joined to the Polish
army in France and Leszek Pitynski joined to
Sikorski army in England. Leszek was an officer
and was killed at the battles of Monte Casino in
Italy. Before he was killed, he had moved with
his army through Palestine and met there with
my brother Kurt.

I remember how the Germans entered Lublin.
Aktzias against Jews had begun. Jews were
taken to forced labor camps. They were beaten.
Jews had to wear the badge.

My brother Max and I ran away to Warsaw,
carrying forged papers of Polish. We looked
like Polish and spoke only Polish, so no one
could identify us.

I was a member of AK resistance movement in
Warsaw, and nobody there knew I am a Jew. If
my good Polish friends knew [ am a Jew, I don't
know how they would have been reacted.

In the streets we saw Polish people holding
bottles of strong drinks. They had got it for
handing over a Jew to the authorities. Never
have I been suspected. People were absolutely
convinced that my family was belonged to
Polish nobility.

In Warsaw I worked as an interpreter for
Kompass, a German company that collected IRS
from Polish. By an order from AK I had moved
to another German office, where I worked as a
messenger. My job at the office was transferring
the bookkeeper all the letters received at that
day, but on my way to her office I was stopping
at our AK organization. Our people opened,
read and re-closed the letters — and I continued
doing my job: transferring the letters to their
destination.

One day, while I was in the street, a sound
of explosion was heard. Someone threw a
grenade. Policemen came, closed all the streets,
caught whoever was in the street and put them
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holidays when my grandmother packed her four
children and they all moved to the countryside,
to stay with grandpa at the mill by the forest and
the river.

My father was the eldest, he was born in 1914.
He may have been 16 when the photo was taken.
The girls in the photos are my aunts: Feige and
Lola. I've never met them nor do I know very
much about them. I do know that they attended
the Gymnasja Humanistyka in Lublin and in
one photograph of myself at age 10 I look a lot
like my aunti Lola, father's youngest sister.

I'm looking carefully at my grandmother's face,
I don't know very much about her either, yet I'm
proud to have inherited a quarter of my genetic
composure from her. A childhood friend of my
father's from Lublin, Bolek Ortman, told me that
my grandmother "was a good hearted woman
who took care of everybody, including me..."
He was also familiar with the summer trips of
the family to the wood mill, he was there on a
visit.

Another relative from Ostrowiec, where the
Grosmans had lived for generations, told me
that "everybody fell in love with Tzivia" and
after she had moved to Lublin the family used
to send the young brides on the long trip to
see her for advice and council before they got
married.

My grandfather is not in the picture, perhaps he
was the one who took it.

The end was tragic: Grandma Tzivia, and my
two aunts were murdered in the spring of 1942
in Belzec. Grandpa Grosman made it to the
camp at Majdan Tatarski and at the end was shot
to death by the Germans in a field just outside
of Lublin. When my uncle came back to Lublin
after the war he tried in vain to find his father's
remains in that field.

Today on the field where my grandfather was
shot stands proudly the building of the Lublin
Politechnikum.

Photo # 3: A family studio photograph
from Lublin (page 23)

Two sisters, Tzivia and Sima, took their
children and went to a studio of a professional
photographer to have a family picture taken.
This must have been taken shortly before Sima
left for America, to join her husband Charlie
who had left before. I guess this is a photograph
from the early 1930.

I look at the resemblance between the young
girls-cousins. They also wore the same clothes
and combed their hair in the same style.

My grandma Tzivia and her sister did not see
each other after Sima left for America. They
wrote letters and in one of them Sima bragged
about her luxurious American kitchen and the
story goes that my grandmother was quite
jealous of her sister...

During the war a postcard written in Yiddish was
mailed from Lublin to America. The address on
the card is not from a residence the 1% of May st.
no. 9 at the Lipschitzs. We probably will never
know what has become to our family in Lublin
during the war.

My great aunt Sima from America kept in touch
with her three nephews after the war. After the
death of my father she kept in touch with my
mother.

Florence Sima's daughter, has three sons and

lived to enjoy her grandchildren. Her son Avi
Rotem, is living with his family in Israel.

Summer 2008

English translation:
Anath Matanya-Bitner
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Zehava Grosman-Reinherz

Three Photographs from America

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 18

My father had an aunt in America: Aunt Sima,
his mother's sister. After the war she sent
photos of the family to my father. When Sima's
daughter Florence passed away in the 1990's,
her son (Sima's grandson Avi Rotem) gave us
these three additional photos and postcards
that were sent from Poland during WW2. My
uncle Feiwel helped us identify the people in
the pictures.

I have no photographs of my mother's family.
They had no relatives outside of Poland. So,
although I've been named after her, I have no
idea what my grandma Golda looked like.

Looking at these old photographs of my long
gone relatives I can't help thinking how big my
family could have been today.

Photograph # 1: The wedding of my
great aunt Sima (page 19)

My great aunt Sima Zuckerman was the
youngest of ten children in my grandmother's
Tzivia's family. The family originally came
from Lukow, between Warsaw and Lublin.
This picture was taken at her wedding to my
great uncle Charlie Speizel who came from
Miedzyrzec. (He changed his name when he
came to America). My grandmother Tzivia
and my grandfather Jankel-Josek Grosman are
sitting next to the bride. This photo was taken
sometime around 1920. My father and his sister
and brother are not in it. Sima and Charlie had
a daughter Feige, whose name was changed to

Florence when she moved to America.

Apart from Sima, Charlie and Feige Speizel
who had left for America before the war, all
nine of the Zuckerman families perished during
the holocaust. Three nephewes of great auntie
Sima survived the holocaust: my father, Itzhak
Grosman who was a POW in Germany, my
uncle Feiwel Grosman who was in the Red
Army, and a cousin of my father's, Mendl
Lerner, who somehow found his way to Russia
and eventually went to Israel where he lived in
Hertzliyya, his mother Reizel Lerner is in the
picture. The only survivors from the people in
this wedding picture are the bride and groom:
my great aunt Sima and great uncle Charlie
Speizel, who lived in America.

Photo # 2: Grandma Tzivia Grosman
and her children at the wood mill

(page 21)

My grandfather Jankel-Josek Grosman had a
wood millin Trawniki (about 70km from Lublin).
Grandpa Grosman stayed at the mill during the
week and on weekends he came home to his
wife and four children who stayed in Lublin.
[Their first address was 17 Krolewska st. (until
1928) and the second one was 53 Krakowskie
Przedmiescie (until they were deported by the
Germans)].

When my uncle Feiwel graduated from
highschool he went to work with my grandfather
at the mill.

This photo was taken in one of the summer
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An article published in the Yiddish daily newspaper "Lubliner Tugblat", no. 73

Pejsach Brikman's Leather Processing Factory

Synopsis of article in Yiddish page 16

Lublinis a central town for the leather processing
industry in Poland. One of the largest factories
is the factory of Pejsach Brikman.

P. Brikman's leather processing factory was
established in 1902. Only horses' skins were
processed there at the first years. It was operated
then merely by the physical strength of the
workers. After the factory was passed to the
hands of P. Brikman, the number of workers
was increased from 25 to 90 employees.

Today the factory is equipped with modern
technology. It has a one-hundred horsepower
machine operated by steam, a vapor tank
with a new chimney, electric engines - all the
equipment that is required to process the skins.
Various kinds of leather are processed in it.
Brikman's factory produces the best beef cattle
skins in Poland. New buildings were also added
in the factory.

Since its establish until today - including at the

time of the economic crisis which had damaged
profoundly the Polish industry - Brikman's
factory have not stopped working even for a
day. There were no strikes in it.

The owner of the factory, son of our town Pejsach
Brikman, is also famous for his contribution
to society, singles and culture institutions. His
donations are given quietly, in privacy and
without publishing it.

His factory won a good name at the trade circles,
thanks to its solid conduct.

Z.

Esther Minars sent the article from USA to the
editorial board.

Translation fron Yiddish to Hebrew:

Sara Barnea

Translation fron Hebrew to English:

Shmulik Avidar
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List of people registered in Lublin. (Wykaz oséb
zarejestrowanych w Lublinie.)

360

1946

Documents from the Lublin Judenrat on local
camps, including Belzec; list of Judenrat members;
list of inmates in Belzec

352

1940-1941

A list of people who received help from the U.S.A.
through a self help committee in Lublin, 1940

325

Self Help Committee, Lublin

1940

Multiple alphabetical list of Jewish survivors in
Lublin, Poland. 2/5/45. Entries include former resi-
dence, relatives in Palestine. 550 Names

List of students in special Jewish schools under the
age of 14 in Lublin, Poland. Entries include YOB,
Parents, address. 67 Names

List of children attending the Jewish comprehen-
sive school at the District Committee of Polish
Jews in Lublin (up to 14 years old). [Wykaz dzieci
uczeszozajacych do szkoly powszechnej-zydowskiej
przy Wojew. Komitecie Zydow Polskich w Lublinie
(do lat 14)]

List of Jews from Lublin and its surroundings who
were in the Majden Tatarski Ghetto during Septem-
ber, 1942

4600

PSA Lublin #*

Majdanek Death Book. Number of Names or Other
Entries-- Approx. 7000 names (Note: only a few
hundred people from Lublin)

7000

Jewish Military Casualties in the Polish Armies in
World War IT by Benjamin Meirtchak.

Meirtchak, Benjamin.

1994-1999

Lublin Receipt for confiscated goods

500

National and Provincial Archi-
ves in Poland

April 1942

List of Jewish servivors in Lublin

Auschwitz - Arrival of 399 Jewish victims from K.L.
Lublin, 30.6.1942

399 Male

ITS #==

June 30 1942

List of Jews who testified against war criminals
Poland -1961

87

Staatsanwaltschaft, Germany

May 20 1961

AUSCHWITZ - Arrival of Jewish victims from K.L.
Lublin (Majdanek) 22.5.42 (AU2)

1000 male

ITS #sx

May 22 1942

List of German officials in the Lublin district

1403

JHI * / Generalgouvernment.
Treuhandstelle, Distrikt Lublin

1941-1943

«  JHI - Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw (Zydowski Instytut Historyczny)
=+ PSA Lublin - Polish State Archives, Lublin, Poland (Archiwum Panstwowe Panstwowe w

Lublinei)

=+ JTS International Tracing Service, Bad Arolsen Germany
wxxx WJC - World Jewish Congress Location Lists
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United States
Museum
List of Names Lists — Lublin

Holocaust Memorial

The USHMM has a continuing effort to identify
lists of people relating to the Shoa. These lists have

been compiled from many archives, collections and
museums throughout the world. Below is a sample
of 28 of these lists which have been selected to give
an indication of the scope of the effort. Most of
these lists are shared amongst the major Holocaust
institutions throughout the world and many can be
found at Yad Vashem.

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum - Examples from Names List

Description Number Source / Authorship Year(s)
of People
Card files of the confiscated Jewish properties from JHI* 1940-1941
the District of Lublin. (Kartoteka skonfiskowanych
nieruchomosci zydowkich z Dystryktu Lubelskiego.)
Majdanek Death Book. (Ksiega zmartych miezniou
KCL Lublin. 1942. Sygu. Id. 19.)
Registration cards of the Jewish prisoners of war JHI» 1939-1941
from the camps in Lublin. (Kartoteka Jencow
Wojennych Zydow z obozu w Lublinie.)
German Armament Works - Lublin Branch. (Lubel- Documents and analysis from 1969
ska Filia Niemieckich Zakladéw Zbrojeniowych the Majdanek State Museum
: Zeszyty Majdanka Vol. IV Vol. IV.) (Deutsche Archives
Ausriistungswerke - Filiale Lublin.)
List of deportees from Lublin 1941-1942 600 PSA Lublin #* 1941-1942
List of Jews who died in Lublin, 1941-1942 169 Municipality of Lublin, Depart- | Dec 15,1941
ment of Sanitation - 1942
List of Jews from Lublin, 1941 4085 1941
Records of the Chief of the SS and Polizei in Lublin. | 5000 PSA Lublin *+ / Rada Zydowska | 1939-1942
(Ksiega Protokolowa = Bertichtbuch [sic] / Rada w Biskupicach / Nationalsozial-
Zydowska w Biskupicach.) istische Deutsche Arbeiter-
Partei. Schutzstaffel. SS- und
Polizeifithrer im Distrikt Lublin
List of Jewish Survivors in Lublin registered with the | 170 WIC #xx
Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee in Moscow.
Undated list of Lublin-Majdanek inmates, with pris- | 540 WIC #wx
oner number and birth year given for each where
known. List of internees in Lublin-Majdanek
List of Jewish Survivors in Lublin registered with the | 130 Feb 6 1945
Jewish Anti-Facscist Committee in Moscow. Former
place of residence and names of relatives in Palestine
given for each survivor.
Lists of Jewish manpower in Lublin-1941 303 1941
List of inmates from camp Lipowa 7 in Lublin 1939- [ 553 PSA Lublin #+ 1939-1942
1942
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Majdan Tatarski - Forced Labor List- 200-300 young men were selected for Majdanek
concentration camp. In Majdan Tatarski 4,000 Jews
August 17, 1942 still resided there. After this selection the Majdan
Tatarski ghetto was organized as a closed ghetto,
surrounded by barbed wire. (This information is
made available by: Action Reinhardt Camps at
http://www.deathcamps.org.)

Deportations from Lublin halted on 14 April 1942
and the remaining 7,000 to 8,000 Jews were ordered
transferred to the small ghetto of Majdan Tatarski.
On April 22, 1942 about 2,500-3,000 people,
mostly women with children, having no J-Ausweis
(Identity Card for Jews), were taken to Majdanek
concentration camp. After this selection about
2,000-2,500 people were shot at Krepiec Forest and

The image below is a page from the Forced Labor
List of Majdan Tatarski dated August 17, 1941.

Majdan Tatarski Forced Labor List

AHERITOALT LUBLIN
Judensinsatzstelle Lublin, dnia 17.8.1942.
G. 2.5318. I1/7.L.

_Dotyegys Ostoszenia Rady Zydowskiej w Lublinie Hr.197.

51, Fajerssziejn Szaja 20:5.907 2506 DAL
55 Fajnsmmidt Symcha 14.10,24 odlE  Disnststelle BN, 0l55L
B4, PFeld Gitla 16.5.23 <9BE5  J.5.
5%. Pald Fachla e0a 2. 18 &850 Heonditerei Goldfarh
58 Feldman Abram 15,1014 <874  ochoeiders. Fernend
G60s Fernand Arob B 3. 2D ==== Arbeitslcs
Gse Fingierman Jankisl 7.4.15 <807  Stadigut Tatary
&5, Flakser Szabss £Ba e 10 5006 hobertnkoch-Hans
66, Flam Lejzor 11.5. ¢4 3684 LublFabrik f.hsphalterzeug.
68, Frachtman Sara 4.58.20 <801  Stadtgat Tatary
Tds Fruchtgarten Cudyk 13.9. 05 1267 (rtekomendantur
74, Fajnemmidt Dawid TeBa L7 ocbd  Ing. Chelmiriski
T, Gewerc Ebram 13.4.98, L1923 So-Truppenwirtschaftslager
Bl Glancezpigiel Josef 2l Ty B (B sicherheitspolizei
8l. Glencsgpipiel Naftal 27, 9,97 1216 Fasafabrik Godlewsks
8z, Glaser Majer 161"z 1444  Erankenssmmelsztelle
84. Goldbeun Mozes LEIL 1440 EKrenkensgmmelotelle
85 Goldberg Arco 15 & 14 &BL8  otadtgut Tatery
88. Goldbarg 5amul 15. 4. B w03Y  Kelles-Krauze
9ze Goldman Lordeconj-nsejb =9 6.1%9 cleog  arbeitelos
3. Goldman nacfels 98,13 8574 Viktor Xremin
94. Goldseer Menasze C A4, 09 1441  Erankensammelstelle
97 W 26,1013  opf6  Arbeitsles

S duave. Tk

Biroleiter
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INON 72Nt 29972 1Y DY 1NN ON
IND GNNNT DPIDWYN PND2D YNYN

TN 97 O DNNY T8N TINYA
1929 1921932 PoY *NA NNIPYH

VP NPMIND L)1)
5N

Translations of the Occupations relating to the above page #552

Polish (Original) English+* Hebrews++
Olejarnie Qil Manufacturers AR
Oleje Oils DMNY
Opal Heating Materials IpPON >IN
Opatrunkowe srodki Bandage Materials vOaN »I0N
Optyczne artykuly Optical Requisites DOLOIN DIVAN
Ortopedyczne zaklady Orthopaedic Institutes D»TNVNN DNIN
Oswietleniowe przybory Lighting Articles IIND
Owocarnie Fruit Dealers MPA NYVN
Pakuly Oakum D>YaN
Papa dachowa Roofing Felt NN NIDIIY NAY PN
Papier Paper %)
Parcelacyjne przedsiebiorstwa | Land Selling Companies MYPIP DY 7I¥IXI9Y MIIN
Pasta do obuwia Shoe Polish D»HY) MNWN
Pasza Fodder or Lining N)I9DN
Perfumerje Perfumeries NI
Pieczecie kauczukowe Rubber Stamp Manufacturers 3101 MNMIN )TN
Pieczywo Pastry DYOND
Piekarnie Bakeries NVOIND
Pierniki Ginger Bread Cakes YT DY
Pierze Feathers N
Pilniki Files MY, DIPNVY
Pismienne materjaly Writing Materials 12>N3 Y9N
Piwiarnie Beer Restaurants 173 >°n3
Piwo Beer ARl
Platerowane wyroby Plated Goods NN 190N
Plaszcze gumowe Rubber Coats A RPRYA
Plyty cementowe Cement Slabs VYY) VINY M)

Pogrzebowe przedsiebiorstwa

Burial Societies

INIAP MIHIN

Pokoje umeblowane

Furnished Apartments

DXOMI OITN

Pokost Varnish NN
Pomoc szkolna School Utensils 790 YN3AY DOVLPTT DINY
Ponczochy Stockings DOV Y2

*

Directory and translation made possible by the Jewish Records Indexing-Poland and JewishGen 1929 Polish Busi-
ness Directory Project
=+ English translation is taken from the official translations provided in the directory.
==+ Hebrew translation by Neta Avidar and Judith Maier
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1929 Polish Business Directory* - Page 552 - Lublin

ryﬂfuld B, R.. Szaroka .

ier Ch.;- Probostwo 3.
Jﬁ;narﬂ.. i{ulinowszcz
ztern Jak., Pocmtkow

Ole e .
’..Polha

‘ Zlulo
T xWaisruhi

72.
15.

5
n. Abmm, pl. Targowy
.0p af.
Cs mbu: jibles.
(p. ?, Drzewo, chml)

*." %Bakman Szyja, Rus:dlux 9
L x,.(}arbo"

Zamoj
w!. 3 prmngx M., Ssz-

; talna.

" sGoszycrzanali Jézet, Cicha 5,

}(K?eﬁ a?nkja Stow. Przemyshu i Hnn
dlu, S, A, oddz,, Bornardyfiska 17
XKlang -Nech.,. Kowalsku B.

* Rotenbarg Szm.

: ?.)@&ﬁk Ijemilanskl- odds=.,

_ Parcelucy;na
- przsdsighiorstwa. -
Esntraprives-ds parcéllement.
Wydz.
‘Paveslacyjny, Krok. Przedm 43.
praiest &"’.,yf{oﬁmm

loskalowald F. i Slm S . % 0. o.
Sgvony Praodm. 40, 2 '

'Pasia- do 'obuwm.,
Pdres pour chayssures.
‘Fabryki—fabriques.
x.,B}yslmwxc& wh Kordosi Ska,
. Namiostnik owska 13, v !

Felman Sz., Nudstnwnn 24;
XRozenblat S,, Lubartowska 18,
xSzalowski A. i Ska, Jozuickn. 43,

Pasza. .
- Fourrages,
Bochor Bor., '!‘argown 5.
XBodensztojn Hen,, T:
Edelsherg G., Lubartows!
XEJdo!sbo
X pu!dz.

e
Marjem, Targowa 8,
wuu.ku Zwmxn.n, oddz.

Sztnrlmm.n Moszek, Targowa 6,
XWajnfeld Kl., N. Targ 6..
SZmarzlak Wikt., Fabrycznn i1,

Dworzoc, Kol 7 . Perfumerje
%Spéldzielnin -Sof kdw [ Miast]. ALE
wgf. lfwlxoho 'slf. cim. Parfumeurs.

‘- xSrafran Gudel, Tmantaa’ 10,

XSzafran I, Al 1 Mnan 7. X
Szakiewicz Wi., Leéna 6,
Zylborman 'J, Sz., Zamojska 26,

Opatrinkowe $rodki.:

Articles pour pansements. .
Putorman D., Dolna P. Marii 3.
‘Wajnfold H., Lubnrtowslm 34,

Oplyczne ‘ari ykuly.

XMllewﬂu Tnd.. Knpucyﬁskn 1.
xMomwnki Jan- Wi Krak. Przod-
. miefcis 21, |

0rloped yczne zaktady.
Orthopédistes.
Borcmkowski M., Krdlowska u

: 0éwn9tlemowe przybory
Articles d*éclairage.
XFiszhaut Moszek, Kosciuszki'3.
XGoldsztajn Fa.jwel Krak. Przed-
miefcio 16,
xRozonbaumNo,‘ach Kapucyﬁslmﬁ

0wocarme.
Fruits,

" xAlderman Mor.,,: Lubartowsk:s 24,
"XBalik 'Chaja i Ska, Cyrul 6.

Box‘kowskl Stan., Krak, Przedm. 54.
%Czy g;rymewicz Edw.. Krak, Przod-

. X..lm wl, Szcznémewsld St.,
Gmach Teatru onllne%ga
wlotos”, wl. Olszowska rji, Na-
minstmkowslm
Polczyfiski J., Szopona 3,

%,,Sanitas”, wl. Rogatko K., Krak,
Przodm, 29,

Pieczecio kauczukowe.
- Timbres en caoutchouc.

xszx! St., Kollataja 3. -
4 . - A
o
‘P' 2, '-- 1 1 uch
oraz drukarma
St: DZAL, ‘Lublin’
L Kollqtn]a nr. 3, teleton 158,

XBoss A. i J., yrulmcza /S
Dajczer A,, Fyrmanska 10,
. Dawidowicz M., Krochmalna' 23,
* Fiszader Ch., Furmanska 8. °
p¥lora’”, wi. "Mk igorzewski J., K.mk
' Przedm.

Glas ‘P,, Gymlniczu 2.
Goldsztajn " D,, . C; xcza 5,
< Gotelf D., Lubartowska 20.

+ XGrynglas' I,,' Lubartowska 22,

¥ . ‘Horowicz- S., Fabryczna ‘1.

Korszenblat Szyf., Cyrulnicza 6,
Klode J.,” Szeroka 52,

. Rajter’ D Furmariska 8. .+
Rozenbusz' Moszelk, Lubartowska 9.

Rybcezyriski F., Namiestnikowsla 20,

Rzadkowski- ‘'W., - Ka] ucyﬁ ska 7.
Sorokin’. B., 1°Mbja

. Szerman -Fajga i Sku, ’ Szoroka' 25,

* Trachtenberg - L.,  Kowalska 43.
XWajs Le_]ba, Toksal 40,
Wuyjec_ 8., Zamojska' 85, .

Pakuty.

Etoupes. i

xBoudﬂqior AL, - i Kmxucln Efr,,

%, Dzwon", Sw. Milmlum ﬂ) a.
Sznajder: Sz., Lubartowska 10.

. Papa dachowa.. .

" Cartons pour: toitures.

o Fnbr ki-—-fubrlqueu.
..Lublin anojslm 27,
“XSzpora S i Landaua L, Sukc.. Sp.

o % 0. 0,y Wosuln 2063,

Papier.
. Papetiors,:
X¥Wolk Izank, Kowalskn 4.
Golibter G., Luburtowska 15, .
x.lumémrm Moszok, Furmanska 4.
udcinacy 13, 1 8., ](upucyﬂnkn7
><Koulunlmr;( Beto l{mk. Przodm, 54
Kossakowskn M., ‘I(ruk. Przodm, 10
Nisonbaum Lazar, -Sto  Duska 20,
xnechtmnn D., Krdlowskn 3,

-} Maj

P4
xKossakowskaM., Krak, Przedm., 10,
Pieczywo.
Boulangerie, '
Ajnsztajn S., Kalinowszezyzna 66,
.Grudniowski St., Koﬁcluszlyx 1.
Mncméewsln ‘Wiad., Lesna 3.
tof., Bychawska 72, :
XMarczak *Mar., ‘Wspélna 20.
Miolnik J., Kr. Leszczyﬁsluego 70,
><Mlsmwu:z Stan., Krochmalna. 12,
wi. H.: Kijok
Knhnowszuzyznn hB
Lubartowska 18,
Postepska Kaz., Ewanmollclm 8,
Rozenszer C., Zamojska 35,
XSalata Jan, Folesal 20,
XSztycor Icek, Kalinowszezyzna 62
XWorsockn.: Jéz. Bychawska - 52.
‘Woskobojnil Sni).. Bychawska .80.
Zdybicki Al, Namiestnikowska 45,
Zdyblclu Jnn, Szopena 1. -

Piekarnie.
Baulangers.
Alorgunt J., Bychawska 61. -
Badogoli J.‘. esola 3.
xBajtel Mordko, Pumnﬁska 2.
Gyment' Sz.,:Szeroka 39,
Lrlich Srul, olsal 34,
xl‘xunz.ylhor Mundcl. ‘Rynek 7,

Fidman S, Nowa 23,

XGolibtor ﬂ‘.lu Lubartowsla 20
Glikman Fr., Foksal 36,
XGrynsztajn Symc)m, Dawna' 19,

xllmlmwﬂki Kaj., Bychawslin ”D
Holchondlor Ch., Foksal 37, .
‘Knjman Gz., Grodzka 7, -
Kajman It.; Kr. Luwcmlml(iago 70.
Knlmanowicz  Jank,, Foksnl 43,
-Karponszyft D, H., Sto Duska 20.
Kirszonbuum 1), Szerokn 24.
Kwater W., Panny Marji 13,
| XLubliner Itla, Sroroka 24,

Xbozn Michd, Locaynskn 10,
xXMaj Amlrlm, Hy(,lmwﬂlm 65,
Mlmlmun Gh,, Zonmkows 5.

i Ska, Ber-

,,Nown. A w].

andzlkows!u . Waclaw,
nikowska 31,

Rendlich - Sz. Rynsleemawskl 1.
XRozenszor Moj4., Krak. Przodm, 53.
szk opnicki Bol.,
ska .
Sturpmkowwz sz.. chawska 48,
Szajnfeld ‘Mord,, Wol. 5. -
xSwitacz Bol., Namiestnikowsln 41,
mechtnnhorg Ab;, pl. Byc!.mwskx3
vngl S., Lubartowska 32,
XWaje Icek, Szeroka 11,

X\an;yb Hom. Kalinowszczy-

zna

‘Wajsbrot T., Kr.' Leszczyriskiego 76.
alach Kelman, Zamojska 37,

‘Wertman' Fisz., I'oksal
‘Winer M., Ruska 8.,

“Pierniki.

. Pain d'épices.
-Fabryki—fabriques.
xLubelska Fab: Herbatnikéw
i(-)'flkzrix’i)kdw, wl, l’R\lujcleclznowalu L.,

) _Plerzo.

. ‘Plumes et duvets.
Sprzodai — marchands.
xDaches Chaim, Lubartowska 11.
XWolkonheim Brandla i Sztajo-
man J., Luba.rtowska 16.

Pilniki.
Limes. R
Fubryki-—{nbriques.
XFrenklor Henryk, Czwartek 5.

Pismienne materjafy.
Fournitures de bureaux.
X,,Bazar Szkolny, wk Goetz i Ska

I . Przodm. 51.
xChecmslu Jnn, l"oksal 13a4. -
XCholewitiscy W, i J., Krak, Przed-
miescie 38.
XChwedkowski Horsz, Zamojska 43
XCukierfajn ' Ch. i E., Bramowa
XDiamant Jézef, Szeroka 1, .
XDominski ‘Stefan, Knpucyﬁskn i
Baclastain M, © Biinger ., Sto
olsztajn M, i or-.G., Sto
Duska 20. e
xEjbuszyc Moszol: “Krélewska 15
Ejchenbaum' Moj., Kapucynska -5.
xErlichman Moszek, Krdlewslm 17.

ski

E XFiszman- Marja, Zamojska 24,

XGoldberg Tauba, Pijarska 2,
XGoldhaber Est., Lubartowska . 24,
XGradel Moszek, Kowalska 5,
XGrynfeld Dynn, Folsal 35.
XHudes F., Lubartowska 23, ..
XKartofel N., Bycawska 4. .
XKerszman Ja.kdb Krélewska 1.
><I{Ossowsku Marja, Kollgtaja &4,
Kuwilek Joanna, ISoczqtlmwslm 14.
XLewi Abr. i Ska, Lubartowska 15.
XLichtenzohn .Szmul, Foksal 53.
XLubart Jank., Lubnrtokan. 12,
XMozejko Edw., Fo tsal 2
XNadgrodkiowicz J Bychnwskn 4‘2
XNirenberg H., L u[)ar towska 8
Orlowska  Z. i Ska, Nn.mmstmkow-
ska 18, - -
XPankowski M.,Nnmmstmkowslm 41,
XPiglowski Kaz., Kapucyhska 2.
XPodolszyniscy Jan'i Zofja, Krak,
Przedm, 52,
sy Polski Tani Sldup", wl.Walanowska
i Ska, Bornardysdska 6.
,.Pow'z;b" wl. Dudelc S.iM,, 1 Ma-

Ja

XRendlor - Jak.; Lubartowska 20,
XSzpiro Henoch, Lubartowska 5.
XSzpiro-R,, Krak. Przedm,. 26,
XSzyfman Mendel, Krélewska 3,
Tarantowicz Cz,, ‘Byclqulm 4.
XWaebeszpil Cywia, Bramowa 3.
Waulczyckn M., Bychawska 45,
Zombr uskn Z., Krak, Przedm. 51-
XZylborman Szmul, Foksal 20,
nyl.omlwlu It Nowa 17.

' Piwiarnie.

Brau\'erus.
XAltman B., Nowa 9.
A]rbu{.r M. "Pozondajn D.,. Swro-

[{ 1

><nurmmmPoun,Numlostnilmwskulo.
Gwaokin D, W,, Kowalsla 5,
Dornfold Sz v, Lubartowska 15,

4 Dreszor 'M,, al. Hndnwncldo 2,

T

Nammst-
~

Namiestnikow--

‘XFersztand Ch:um, pl Bernardyn- '

‘xCholowltscy W. .|

XFinkiclsatojn, Sz, Przochodni

N SR

Rozonszor I.., Nn- t

miostnilrowaka 43, . XFPrank Nown 11,
Piolecki L.; Zgodna 6. X Goldborg J‘ B, B chu.waka &8 :
xPxorwsza* Piokarnia Mm:hnmcmn Goldfarb Bag.;- Przedm, 28

wk G, Lii Jan Led, . | XGutorman Izyr., Szewcka 1.
- Bychawska 73. -~ midska Zof., jska 4
Plowik . Hol., ano;s!m 29 Kioliszok Z Bychawska 7.

0go 1. ., - Hrubieszow- { Klodnicka A., Staszica 13,
ska 13, icé Z.,. Nirutowicza 26,

XKwatniewski Jan, !:.euzyﬁskn 2.
XLogniowski Kar., Bychawska 27.
Mitelman D., 1 Maja 20.

Oliwa J., 1" Maja

a 26,
annma“.wl. Wlsztnk St.,
I‘oksx!
XPulg: owskl Stun..Lu.bnxtowakn 16.

Pultorak F.,-al. Ja ielioniska 2,
scRechaiski' J6z., ol. Raclawicka
xRozenborg B.. Luh
%Rozonborg Ch.,
xRozenberg L., Zu.mo_lslm 33.
nborg lL. Lubartowska 13,
Rozenblat Ch. G., Cyruliczna 3.
Rozonblum J,.P., Foksal 20, -
>i‘Rzopkawlcz Ruchla,Raclawicka 8.
warek J.,al. Raclawicka 34,
Sztern H., Kali mowszczyznn 72.
zulman Bornardyriska 4.
Szumlag Mu.r.. Bychawskn 93.
Tupaj J., Narutowicza 43.
XUnger M. R, towska 35.
XWajeblech Ciwi, Nowa 2.
XWayzor Icek, Ziolona 5.
an zat J., Fo ksl

6.
towska 10,

Nowu

wmmk M., Sto. Daska 10,
Zabrotowicz Z., Zamojska 49,
XZorkro

ay Kulinowszczy-
ma 49, o
nylberszor Dw., Namiostnikow-
ska 20. .
Piwo.

Biére.
XChrzefeijatiska Hurtownia waa

wl. Piwowarczyk Ign., Krak Przod-
miefcio R

48,
| XLambach Hol,, Krak, Przedm. 29.

Loderman T., Kapucysska 5.
XRozen Sz. i Ska, Krélewska 15
XTupikowski Sum., Jozuicka 7

Platerowane ‘w yroby.
Orfévrerie en mélal argenté.
Pracownio—fabriquos.
Erlichman G., Foksal 20.

Ptaszcze gumowe.
Mantcauz imperméables.
xDantony Ant., Dominikariska 7/ 1.

Ptyty “comentowe, -
-Dalles en ciment. -
I‘abrykl — fabr xquoz.
Gryzolet D., ano;ska 27

Pognzebowa S
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Esther Mandelay

Our Search Continues...

At first I saw only the dirty gray wall of the old city.
The place that I was headed appeared to be inside
the wall itself, ominous and not welcoming. This
was the entrance to the place that was supposed
to hold the answers to the blankness that was my
family’s and community’s past.

I was a novice in the world of historians and
archives, but thought that my objectives were
simple and straightforward, i.e. to identify my
family and maybe the house that they had lived in.
I didn’t believe that there was much information
available beyond these basics. Was this not the
story that we’ve all been told? This view was
quickly shattered that first morning. Despite arcane
procedures, language barriers, multiple referencing
systems, etc. the archives and museums throughout
the world contain massive amounts of information
relevant to those of us with an interest in the history
of our families, the Jewish communities of the past,
and the Shoah.

There is a significant difference between the work
of the historians and those of us with a personal
interest. It is the specificity of our search. While the
historian assesses the data and provides a context,
we are looking for names, dates, streets. We pore
over the documents and only after finding our prize
are we able to ask what, why and how.

In the following pages I provide examples of the
scope of information that is available to us. As
we progress, and partner with historians to gain

insight into our findings, we hopefully will be able
to expand our knowledge and understanding of the
world that once was.

1929 Polish Business Directory

As described on the JRI Indexing-Poland and
Jewishgen website, the Polish Business Directories
of the 1920s and 1930s contain thousands of pages
of information about people in current and former
areas of Poland. Each town listing also starts with
information about the town. Entries typically include
the name of the business or proprietor, and address.
These listings not only tell us how our families
earned their living but often they are often the only
accessible source of 20th century information about
our relatives.

This Directory has been made available by Jewish
Records Indexing-Poland in cooperation with
JewishGen. The goal of this partnership is to
create an on-line searchable database. Recently
a few Lubliners have undertaken to participate in
this project and enter the data for the 23 pages for
Lublin. Additional volunteers are needed and are
most welcome.

Below is page # 552 from the Lublin section of the
Directory. Below the page is also a translation of
the occupations and business.
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"We have turned the theater into a place
where history is told," say Pietrasiewicz and
Dabrowski. Today, their theater is a one-man
show: Dabrowski acts and Pietrasiewicz directs.
Their repertoire includes Jewish folktales,
Yiddish songs, and stories by Jewish authors
accompanied by accordion. They tour Poland
and appear at festivals around the world. "For
me, this is not work and not theater. It's an
adventure," says Dabrowski. "I spend hours
here every day. My work is my hobby. People in
Lublin ask me if we hire only Jews. But there's
not a Jew among us."

When asked if perhaps they have Jewish roots,
they answer: "Ich bin a goy mit a yiddishe
neshome" ("I'm a goy with a Jewish soul").

So what do you do, actually?

Pietrasiewicz: "Cry."

Dabrowski: "And remember."

Aviva Lori
Pietrasiewicz (left) and Dabrowski. “We have turned the theater into a place where history is told.”
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soon, and it's a little scary. You died like many
others, and for what? For being a Jew? For
being Polish? We have to make sure this
doesn't happen again. Ever."

In 2001, Pietrasiewicz and Dabrowski received
the photos of Henio sent from Israel. "They sat
here and no one knew what to do with them,"
says Pietrasiewicz. "But all of a sudden, I felt
a powerful sense of mission. For many years I
didn't want to deal with the Holocaust. Suddenly,
like ariver rising and overflowing the riverbank,
I understood that I couldn't ignore it anymore. I
had to do something.

"I grew up in a neighborhood on the outskirts
of town, about two kilometers from Majdanek.
To me, it was a horrifying place, crawling with
ghosts. Then I saw the pictures of Henio and it
was like a sign. I'm not supposed to say such
things, because I'm a physicist, but it's true.
Suddenly I knew that I wanted to do something
for these children. The European Union gave us
tens of thousands of euros to organize an exhibit
at Majdanek, and I decided to use it to create a
monument to the children."

Not one monument, but two. With the money,
Theater NN put together an exhibition and
inaugurated the "Letters to Henio" project,
which has been going on for the past four years.
The exhibition, "Elementarz" ("primer" in
Polish), is mounted in Bloc 53, and dedicated
to the children of the camp. "The first words
children learn to write are 'mother, 'father,'
'house,' 'dog,' 'cat,’" says Dabrowski. "In the
Majdanek primer, they learn words like 'roll-
call,) 'crematorium, 'bloc,’ 'gas chamber,
'transport,’ 'number,’ 'camp' and 'selection."

Another project, which began six years ago,
is "Letters to the Ghetto." Schoolchildren in
Lublin wrote letters to children their own age
and sent them to addresses in the ghetto. These

letters were also returned with the postmark
"Unknown." "We went into classes of 12-
and 13-year-olds, and gave out addresses. We
told them it was connected to the Holocaust.
Some of them wrote about themselves. Others
handed in blank sheets of paper, or wrote: "The
teacher told me to write, so I'm writing.' Some
wrote very moving personal letters. Over 1,000
envelopes were mailed, among them letters to
Henio."

Three years ago, the center decided to focus on
Henio to concretize the concept of victimhood.
They created a Web site and published the
photographs sent by Avidar-Zytomirski in a
booklet. This was preceded by study days for
teachers and educators, who learned about
Henio's life and then taught classes on the
subject. On April 19, 2005 - which is Holocaust
Day in Poland, and the anniversary of the
Warsaw Ghetto uprising - a special mailbox
for letters to Henio was set up outside Bank
PKO, where the last picture of him was taken.
The postal authorities, which processed the
letters like ordinary mail, were inundated with
thousands of letters that had to be returned to
their senders. A walking tour was organized
that day to the places where Henio had lived,
including his home in the ghetto. The day ended
with a silent prayer beside the one streetlamp
left from the Jewish town.

The project was repeated in the same format in
2006. In 2007, passersby were asked to write
letters on the spot. Again, the response was
extraordinary. Since then, Henio Zytomirski
has become an icon of the Holocaust - not only
in Lublin, but all over Poland. Today, he is part
of the school curriculum. The national and local
press have run many articles about him. The
story of Henio appears in school newspapers
and is used to teach the significance of the
Holocaust, which was merely an abstraction
beforehand.
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but in my eyes, he is the most wonderful child
imaginable. I am enclosing his last photograph."
Henio's father did not know how horribly right
he was.

Tomek Pietrasiewicz, 50, grew up in Lublin.
Before the war, a third of the city's population
was Jewish, but at home his parents never said
a word about Jews or the Holocaust. Except for
one incident in his childhood, the topic never
interested him. "In elementary school, we had
this old teacher. One day, when she was very
angry at us for something, she told us about a
9-year-old boy in her village who was dragged
out of the house by a German soldier and
paraded through the main street until his hair
turned white. She told this dramatic story as a
way of getting us to calm down.

"It made a great impression on me - not because
he was Jewish, but because of the white hair.
When I began my Jewish research, I went back
to my classmates and asked if they remembered
the story. None of them did. I realized that I was
the only person left with any memory of that
boy, and if I didn't do something about it, no
one would know he ever lived."

Pietrasiewicz completed his master's degree in
theoretical physics and joined an avant-garde
student theater group. The group underwent
several transformations before assuming its final
form in 1992 and moving to its current home at
the Grodzka Gate - the gate which, up until the
war, marked the border between the Christian
and Jewish quarters. The Germans deported all
the Jews to the ghetto and blew up the Jewish
quarter. Today, apart from a well, a streetlamp
and a few stones, hardly a trace remains. Most
of the land was turned into a park. The gate is
a massive medieval structure with arches and
flights of stairs going up and down in every
direction.

Pietrasiewicz, director of the theater group,
brought in Dabrowski, a musician, and together
they looked for artistic material. "We asked
ourselves what was here before, who occupied
this space before us, and little by little we
realized that it was the Jews," Dabrowski says.
"Until 1989, no one talked about such things.
Lublin was a city without history. In the old
guide books, it says 'Jews also lived here' - but
in actuality, 42,000 Jews lived here. There were
more than 100 study halls and 10 synagogues,
among them the Maharshal synagogue where
3,000 Jews prayed on Yom Kippur. There were
newspapers and theaters. Jewish boys fell in
love with Christian girls, and vice versa. But
Lublin was also the site of one of the largest
Nazi death camps, Majdanek. For me, it was a
great revelation that most of the people killed
there were Jews. Out of 79,000 victims, 60,000
were Jews."

One day, Pietrasiewicz looked out at the
nonexistent Jewish town and made the decision
to bring these voiceless souls back to life. "This
is my fate," he says. "There's a secret here, and
my job is to reveal it." Since then, the building
at Grodzka Gate has become a research and
documentation center for the Jewish history
of Lublin. The house has undergone massive
renovation. The center's staff of 30 interviews
survivors and their Polish neighbors about life
before the war, curates photography exhibitions,
restores streets and buildings, holds seminars
for teachers and schoolchildren, records Yiddish
songs and organizes Friday night dinner for
members and about 30 Jews who still live in
the city. A special bakery bakes them challah,
they make kiddush over kosher wine, they
recite prayers welcoming the Shabbat and sing
Shabbat songs.

Monument to the children
"Dear Henio, I have never written to a dead
person, but I will try. My brother will be eight

17 (4)



International Herald Tribune - HAARETZ - April 4, 2008

Aviva Lori

Letters to a dead Jewish child

LUBLIN, Poland

"Too badwedon'tlive neareach otheranymore.
I'miss you. I miss you somuch. I am sending you
a picture. It shows me giving you the letter and
you giving me flowers. Write me back if you like
this letter. I am waiting. 122 kisses. Gabrysia."

This is a little girl's letter to a little boy. The boy
is 8 years old, as is the girl. He is a head taller
than her. Her braids are decorated with bows.
In the background, the girl has drawn a broken
heart, a butterfly and several cats. It is a cheerful
picture, done in reds and pinks. The girl has
even added a date - March 1941 - as if she were
alive at that time and the letter were genuine.

This is one of thousands of letters sent between
2005 and 2007 to Henio Zytomirski, the boy
in the picture, at 11 Kowalska Street in Lublin.
But the letters never reached Henio. They were
returned with a postmark: "Unknown."

Henio Zytomirski doesn'tlive there anymore. He
doesn't live anywhere. On November 9, 1942,
he perished in the gas chambers at Majdanek
concentration camp - a 9-year-old boy who went
to his death entirely alone. Kowalska Street was
his last address in the Lublin ghetto.

Last photograph

"Dear Henio, I don't understand myself why I
am writing to a dead child. My childhood was
very different from yours, but I think we would
have a common language. Your childhood
friend, Alek Lewicki."

In 2001, Neta Avidar-Zytomirski packed a
suitcase in Israel and boarded a plane for

Poland. Slipping some old family letters and
photographs in among the clothing, Avidar-
Zytomirski, an artist from Netanya, joined
her colleagues, not all children of Holocaust
survivors, on a tour organized by the Israel
Association of Lublin Jews. During her visit,
she met Tomasz (Tomek) Pietrasiewicz and
Witold (Witek) Dabrowski, directors of the
local cultural center, Brama Grodzka City
Gate Theater NN, which is largely devoted to
reviving and preserving Jewish heritage.

Avidar-Zytomirski was born on Kibbutz Amir
three months after the death of her cousin
Henio. Her father, Yehuda Zytomirski, was
the only member of the family to immigrate
to Palestine before the war, and thus survived.
Henio's father, Shmuel, was his older brother.
"When I met Tomek and Witek, they asked me
if I had more family photos, letters and papers
at home," says Avidar- Zytomirski. "When I got
back, I decided to pick up the gauntlet."

Trained as ateacher, Avidar-Zytomirski prepared
a slide show of Henio's brief life from the
photographs in her possession, added the four-
year correspondence between her father and
uncle from 1939 to 1943, and sent it to Lublin.
One of the photos was taken on July 5, 1939,
two months before the war broke out. Henio, 6,
is standing at the entrance of a building (today,
Bank PKO), smiling and dressed in his holiday
best. It was the last photo to arrive, along with
a letter in Hebrew from his father. "Henio will
be starting Tarbut school [a network of Jewish
schools in pre-war Poland] in two months, and
he can already ride a two-wheeler," his father
wrote. "He is a very mischievous little boy
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Joseph Dakar

Chairman's Report

Activities of the Organization during Last Year

Regular Activity

Like any other year, we have continued our
regular activities, issuing our annual "Kol
Loblin" expertly edited by Neta and Shmuel
Avidar.

We have conducted an annual gathering which
as often happen to us, has been conducted
during a particularly rainy day.

Special Events

We have witnessed 2 special events during last
year.

The visit to Israel of Lublin's Mayor Dr.
Adam Wasilewski and his deputy Wlodymierz
Wisocki.

Dedication ceremony of the plaques
commemorating the victims of the Lipowa 7
camp.

The Mayor's Visit

In November 2007 a new Mayor has been
elected for the city of Lublin. He is Dr. Adam
Wasilewski. In his past a lecturer at the Lublin
Polytechnic.

As an antithesis to the style of his predecessor
he declared his intention to cut down the number
of the Mayoral excursions abroad.

As time passed I became aware of the risk that
Lublin and its twin city Rishon Lezion might
disengage.

Taking the opportunity that while Israel was
celebrating its 60th anniversary an international
congress of local authorities was being held in
Jerusalem.

I arranged to meet Mayor Wasilewski and
succeeded in convincing him to participate in
the congress in Jerusalem and then be a guest
of Rishon Lezion.

Mayor Wasilewski took with him one of his
deputies Wlodymierz Wisocki who is in charge
of culture and heritage.

Mayor Wasilewski and Deputy Mayor
Wisocki's visit to Israel left a big impression on
them. Particularly meaningful for them was a
meeting with about 50 of the people who are
more active in the life of the organization. The
meeting was conducted over a barbeque party
held in a private residence.

As it is possible to see from the photographs
taken during the meeting the atmosphere was
relaxed and friendly.

Both guests could witness first hand the
existence of a vibrant and curious Lubliner
community in Israel. No doubt that such a visit
will contribute to improvement of relationship
between the Lublin leadership,Israel, the city of
Rishon Lezion and our community.
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