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The place where the Jewish citizens of Lublin were gathered before being rushed to the platform was the Maharshal Synagogue

situated at the foot of the Castle Hill.
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"IN 7Xin® oyt ,("7@ X171 X10) 1'IX X1 IM1Y1 10700 D'TYi TNX .(1'21 awn) Moszek Rubin ,*10 7w a7 IITIVA :AnA1T
(Icek Haskiel Rubin)

Rubin Moszek - Birth Record No. 20 (Zolkiewka 23-June-1868)
FHL-1 7@ X3 TII0 annma

;12 TY N NVLOWIN DY IRDAN NIY ST RO DR
D>JNDNN THENAN DR NNAY 1NDIIN DI WA DPDN
DINN DYOw NnINTa Dwnd 97 PONIRD POIIN

AIPOTI RN PONRD

Birth Record No. 20. Zolkiewka, of Moszek Rubin, born on 23 June, 1868, son
of Icek Haskiel Rubin, a merchant, 30 years old, and of his wife, Liba, maiden
name Baum, 28 years old. Witnesses: Szlama Wiechtier, 55 years old, and Josif
Biderman, 59 years old, synagogue instructors.
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Donations

There is a long outstanding tradition of the Lubliner organization not to oblige people
to pay for membership in the organization, or for having “Kol Lublin” Running the
organization and especially issuing “Kol Lublin” require however a considerable financial
expense.
Ifyou feel that issuing “Kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the organization are
worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and freewill contribution to the Lubliner
Organization.
Such donation can be effected either by:
. bank transfer to account of the “Lubliner Organization” Bank Hapoalim 12,
Branch No. 681, Account No. 492570
. IBAN: IL 13-0126-8100-0000-0492-570
. A cheque in order of the “Lubliner Organization” mailed to Joseph Dakar
PO.B21312, Tel Aviv6121201
Email: lublin.jewish.org@gmail.com
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Nine months later he was back with his family
at their house in Toronto with little money. He
had no job but a clearer conscience. He joined
again the advertising agency where he had been
working earlier. Having collected some money,
he established his own film company.

That was in 1972 and through the years the
company prospered, eventually branching out
to producing documentaries for broadcast. ‘A
Day in the Warsaw Ghetto’ was seen in many
countries, including Poland. In turn the film
titled “Who was Jerzy Kosinski?” was partly
shot in Poland in the village Gielczew near
Piaski where Kuper once worked. Instead the
film ‘Run!” represented Canada at the Venice
Film Festival, in the year of its release.

In 1985 Jack Kuper came back to Kulik.
He wanted to retrace blurring in a memory
reminiscences, to meet the people due to whom
he lives on. While the visit he went to a family
that was hiding him and Russian, Iwan. They
tended to them till May of 1942 whenever
the Germans pacified the village. It was very
poignant encounter. Later he sent the family an
application for a medal of Righteous Among
the Nations. Alas Eugenia Guguika could not
wait to receive an award.

During that visit in Poland reaching Malinéwka
was impossible. But he has still nursed the
memories about this place, recalling the pictures
from childhood.

- The entrance to the village was vegetated
with the trees lining the road on both sides.

The road was a wide enough road for a car
to pass. After my return home, I suddenly
remembered that there had existed an unpaved
road from the end of the village to the highway
near Sawin — Kuper mentions.

- This thought did not let me rest and so
years later while filming in Poland I again made
my way in the direction of Malinéwka. There

§01(30)

in 1943 I worked for a family which name
escaped me. At the other end of the village
blacksmith Tekalewicz run his forge. So here I
am age at 84 still musing about Malinéwka and
wonder whether somebody still exists who may
remember me, who may recognise Jewish boy
from the photo, which was left over...

kksk

Currently Jack Kuper lives in Canada. He has a
large family. He married with ballerina.

They have four children and fifteen
grandchildren. Their children bear the names of
the missing relatives.

- I would give everything I owe to have
a photo of my mother. As hard as I try I can no
longer pull her face into focus. My memories
are cloudy — he says.

Around 1950 Kuper heard from his father. The
father survived the war in Soviet Union.

But they met significantly later. In 1967 the
father was released from Siberia after serving

eight years. He visited his son in Canada.

- Other than that I still live with the
childish dream and I hope one day I will find
the others who ended up on a milk carton during
the war ... - he says.

Jack Kuper hopes to find somebody who will
read a release of the present article and ipso
facto someone who has a memory of him. He
really cares about it.

We appeal to the citizens, who may associate the
Jewish boy from Putawy, later from Siedliszcze,
who posed as Catholic orphan in the age of 11,
to contact with our editorial office.

Agnieszka Nowosad
www.supertydzien.pl




Both uncles struggled to just get by and could
not afford to send me to school. I was placed to
apprentice as a tailor. I remember my earnings:
one dollar per day. I wanted so much to go to
school, to catch up for the lost years...

Another world

When the information that some one thousand
war orphans were allowed into Canada appeared,
Kuper did not sentimentalize. He signed up and
... landed in Halifax on December 21, 1947.

In Toronto he was taken in by a distinguished
family in a great home. He was sent to school to
learn a graphic designer occupation.

But foster parents’ expectations were different;
they did not anticipate a teenage boy experienced
the drama of war destruction and distortion.

- I was out of keeping with a symphony
musician’s genteel home. I longed for to be
back in the stables with my cows, rabbits and
horses in the villages of my wanderings — he
says.

In foster family he did not stay long. He
graduated by working nights weekends and
holidays, painting the signs, washing dishes in
a restaurant etc. It was time to start an adult life.
- The role I had played in order to survive
had prepared me well to an acting. After an
audition I found myself in a TV series, with
the likes of English actor, Patric McNee, and
another novice to the game, William Shatner
who went on to gain fame in Star Trek.

A celebrity flowing from being on a big screen
and uncertainty in this occupation did not
appeal to him to choose such a sort of career.
Having received a permanent position in the TV
Graphic Art Department he accepted without
hesitation.

- Being a graphic artist and occasionally

sill performing was interesting by the time
when seeing the shallow material being
produced week after week, I threw myself into
writing. Naturally I was writing about what I
experienced ... — says Kuper.

His first play was titled ‘Sun in my Eyes’. It
dealt with the murder of his grandfather by
German soldiers. In 1967 he released the book
‘Child of Holocaust’ about wanderings around
Chelm. It has been in print since then in various
editions and many languages, including Polish.

Some time later Kuper was promoted to
Radio/TV director of an advertising agency.
Advertising did not particularly appeal to
him but the higher pay was an argument for a
growing family.

- I was a great asset for a firm. I was
creating the competitive companies and within
a short time I ended up as creative director of an
American Agency operating in Canada. Others
saw me as a man of success but I felt something
missing ... — he says.

Returns

- Every time I heard of a terrorist attack in
Israel, I felt that the one bullet had been meant
for me. I was leading the comfortable life,
promoting products and causes. I cared little
about, while others were manning the gates. I
felt guilty — explains Kuper. — Therefore I left
my work, rented our house and the weekend
farm, sold a car, packed suitcases and with wife
and four children headed for Israel.

He wanted, as he says, to do what he should
have done earlier: dig ditches, plant trees and
protect the nation.

- “You’re too late” I was told upon arrival. **We
don’t need idealists now, just immigrants” — he
narrates regretfully.
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My grandmother, Chaja-Eta Kuperblum, and my grandfather Shloime Kuperblum.
Both of them were buried in the new Lublin cemetery

£

On the right is my father, Aaron-Zelik Kuperblum, with all his siblings

393028




with my family, growing a garden, driving the
tractor and performing chores. The imprint is
deep and cannot be erased. Anyone who asks, I
answer that I am a Polish Peasant.

His Yiddish name sounds Jankiel, which
translates into Polish as Jakub.

Therefore it was natural for the Pejzaks to call
him as Kubu§. He resided with them when he
was 9 or 10 years old.

I like my Polish name. At times, when writing
to Polish speaking friends, I sign my letters as
Kubus§ — Kuper laughs.

A little boy’s nightmare

- A day, even an hour, doesn’t go by
without my mind wandering back to those
dark times whenas traversing through the snow
covered fields I was begging for food and
shelter. In poverty I was straying in the villages,
pretending to be someone else. Those images
are impregnated in me forever, for good and for
bad. They are part of myself. They have always
been and will always be with me.

At the time his life becomes a real nightmare.
Living in grinding poverty and steady fear,
without the relatives, he was thrown back on
the unfamiliar persons’ clemency when in fact
everyone could turn out to be an enemy. He was
wandering sometime around Chetm.

He left Malinéwka in 1945 and ended up — as
he says - in a children’s home. But he was still
a Catholic orphan, Kubu§, what was pricking
his heart...

- Since I went down as a catholic orphan,
I could not speak too much anymore in Yiddish.
The other children were suspicious of me. I did
not feel comfortable with it.

Later the orphanage was moved to Pietrolesie

in the west of Poland.

There Kubu$§ took up learning in Polish
school. There also he came in contact with
the emissaries from Zionist organizations who
encouraged him to join the movement and an
exodus to Palestine to rebuild the ancestral
homeland.

- After what all of us had gone through it
made perfect sense. That is why one night we
escaped. By train, in a waiting truck that took
us, we reached Walbrzych, afterwards £.6dz
and at the same time the so called Kibbutz at
Kilifiskiego Street.

In those days he also commenced relearning his
mother tongue.

- About 10 years ago, while filming in
Vancouver I met the man who had taught me
Yiddish then — recalls our converser.

In the spring of 1946 they boarded a train to
Szczecin from where by Russian army truck
they were transported across the border as a
truckload of potatoes to East Germany.

- A convent at Jordenbad in the French
zone turned out our final destination. There we
were cared for by very dedicated nuns. Before
long time came to pack again and head for
Palestine - narrates Kuper.

He did not manage to reach Palestina then. He
met his uncle who had miraculously survived
in the USSR. The uncle insisted on the two
of them heading to Brussels, where his eldest
brother resided.

- By that time I was a hot and dedicated
pioneer, ready to give my life for our cause.

But uncle said: “There is going to be a blood
bath there (in Palestina), and we cannot afford
to lose yet another Kuperblum of our family!”
With a broken heart I obayed — recounts our
converser.

- In Belgium my future looked bleak.
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My four-year-old brother Josele and |
(at age eight)

My uncle Mendel
Kuperblum, deported from
Lublin in 1942, pictured
with my father in earlier
times
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Interview with Jack Kuper was published in the newspaper “Super Tydziefi Chelmski”’, Poland

Written by Agnieszka Nowosad

Translated to English by Marta Pronczuk

Despite many years, he is still looking for his relatives, those whom lost during the war ...

He will remain the child of Holocaust for evermore

His Jewish name is Jankiel, Jakub in Polish.
During the war, as a Polish orphan, he was
hiding in many places, including Kulik near
Siedliszcze and Malinéwka, Sawin borough.
He is still full of hope that the elderly
inhabitants of the above areas remember
a little of a few years old boy Kubu$ who
pastured the cows ...

Jack Kuper is 84 years old, he lives in Canada.
Following the tradition, he has named the
offspring of his own the names of the missing
ones forever.

- I was born in 1932 in Zyrardéw. After
that my parents moved to Putawy, where we
were residing until German invasion. Only so
much I know. My endless search for my birth
certificate, in both Zyrardéw and Putawy,
has produced zero results. Therefore I had to
continue with my fictitious date of birth, which
I chose after the war, when required to filling
out documents — he responds.

His father was a boot maker and come from the
family which lived in Jézefow by the Vistula
River. Chuen is his mother’s maiden name, her
family originated in Kofiskowola.

Miraculously salvaged

In 1939 Kuper’s father escaped to the Soviet
Union, leaving the family in Putawy.

- To survive, my mother baked apple

squares which she sold on the street to passing
German soldiers. Due to these meagre earnings,
she could barely feed us. We did not have money
for anything else. At the end of the year we
escaped to join her family in Warsaw — Kuper
narrates.

His mother was considered a highly educated
woman. Having finished Gymnasium in Lublin,
she spoke perfect Polish, German, French, and
Yiddish of course. However it was insufficient
to survive the nightmare war. Or maybe it was
too much?

By the autumn of 1940 when we found ourselves
enclosed in the Ghetto. As Kuper says, they
miraculously managed to escape to Lublin.

We were received with open arms by my
father’s family.

Later, fearing deportation, we ran again. [ have
a memory of riding a cart, dragging by a horse.
Owing to this we reached Siedliszcze by the
Wieprz River — our converser reminisces.

- It was there in the spring of 1942 that
I was hired to tend the cows of Mrs. Pejzak in
the nearby village, Kulik. I often refer to it as
my University education, just that period of my
life.

Till this day I prefer black bread and peasant
food.

- For many years I owned a farm, outside
Toronto. There I spent weekends and holidays
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Yankel Kuperblum (Jack Kuper)

Sam Braiter




were caught” said Pianiaszek, “you paid a hefty
fine” “I’m not paying a fine”, I angrily screamed.
“Now the police is a Russian / Polish combined
force and there is justice”.

The Russian invalid whom I had left sitting mid-
barbering, now asked “What do they want?’ “They
don’t let me work™, I called out to him in a loud voice
in Russian. The other Russian invalids (clients)
now rose up and began to beat the heads and backs
of the 3 Poles with their crutches. They ran from
the barber shop, barely escaping with their lives.
We continued to work but I thought to myself: I'1l
work another two months and then I’ll have enough
money to leave Poland as a Greek Jew.

But things worked out differently. Shortly
Thereafter, I received the following death threat:
Braiter, we are giving you 48 hours notice to leave
Lublin and the Polish soil. It was signed A.K.

I went to the U.B. on Probostwo Street. There I got
a gun permit and a small revolver. But, I thought,
go play war now after the liberation. Several days
later, after we had eaten our supper, my wife and
I went out as usual for a walk. At the gate stood
the watchman and we stopped and talked to him.
As soon as we took a few steps, my wife noticed
that there was a tarpaulin covered truck across the
street and from under the tarpaulin was the barrel
of a machine gun. She grabbed me and dragged
me with her to the ground just as the machine gun
released a volley of bullets which flew over our
heads. The truck sped off and the watchman lay in a
pool of blood, wounded in his hand and in his foot.
We quickly got up and went back into the house.
We couldn’t sleep all that night and decided not to
wait any longer and to immediately leave Lublin
and Poland.

My two partners put together several thousand zlotys
for me. I went to Sheindl, the butcher Itzik’s wife,
who was involved with transporting Greek Jews via
the Red Cross. She didn’t take a lot of money from
me and helped us leave Lublin the following week
and thus be saved from death. We went through
seven kinds of hell before we got to Italy and from
there to Canada.

After we were Italy, I got a letter from Belgium
from my mother’s cousin asking us about Yankel
who had been with us, because he was his brother’s
son. How he learned about him we have no idea,
even to the present day.* I then wrote to my uncle
Israel Cohen (who now lives in Los Angeles) and
who had family in Pulavy. And so from mouth to
mouth, the cousin in Belgium got my address.

I responded that the Jewish Committee had taken
Yankel from us and that he should look for him in
Israel among the immigrants. He would have come
there in 1945-46. With that the story ended and no
one wrote to me after that.

Nevertheless, when I was in Israel in 1968, I tried
to find Yankel but with no success. When I visited
Israel two other times, we couldn’t find him.

In 1980, my aunt Gitele wrote me about a book by
a certain Jack Kuper from Pulavy and she thought
that the story there was similar to my story from
Lublin and that the author was likely the lost little
boy. I immediately wrote a letter asking whether he
might in fact be Yankel Kuperblum and whether
he was the little boy we helped in Lublin.

One evening when I was home alone in Florida, the
phone rang and it was Yankel Kuperblum calling
me from Toronto. I almost dropped the receiver. He
asked me my name and my wife’s name because
he couldn’t remember the names any more. But he
remembered what we had done for him. He’s been
in Toronto since 1948 just as long as my wife and I.
We had been to Toronto 20 times and did not know
that we should look for him there. Who could have
imagined that he would change his name and from
that little shepherd would become such a mentsh.
Now he assured me we will never lose track of each
again. Now he is very busy getting his movie out.

*Note: the sentence as written makes no sense. |
have translated it as it is in the original. I think it
probably should read that the Belgian cousin had
written to Israel Cohen and that’s how he found
Sam in Italy.




because his hair looked like it had been unevenly
chopped.

Gedalia then asked me: “Do you know who this
boy is?” “Some little Polish shepherd boy” I
answered. “No” he said. “He’s a little Jewish boy
from Pulavy. Furthermore, he is one your mother’s
cousins’ sons”

I remembered something about Zelig Kuperblum’s
sons. I asked the boy in Yiddish —Is that true?’. “I
don’t understand Yiddish”, the boy answered. “How
is that possible? I said. “I knew your parents, they
spoke only Yiddish, they were politically left, they
played the mandolin, they sang Yiddish folk songs™.

Then I asked him in Polish “Tell me what was your
grandfather’s name and what did he do in Pulavy?”
“He was a baker but I don’t remember his name”, the
lad answered. Now I realized that he was speaking
the truth. I quickly grabbed his little hand and went
outside with him and called to my wife — “Sarah,
Sarah. Come down quickly. I found a relative.”

Frightened, she came running down and when I
explained to her who the boy was, she disregarded
his raggedy appearance, grabbed his hand and
quickly took him upstairs. She washed him up
and then took him to the market place to buy him
something to wear. I went back to work and Gedalia
went away happy because he himself was from
Pulavy and he knew my whole family. When he saw
the boy looking for Jews in the street, he recognized
him right away and brought him to me.

My wife brought him back from the market place
completely changed. I cut his hair. At lunch, he
couldn’t tell us much because he was tired. In the
evening, I came up, washed up and Sarah lit shabos
candles. When the boy woke up, he began to cry. All
during dinner, tears ran down his face. My wife and
I pretended we didn’t notice. When I asked him his
name, he said he had several. Once during sleep, he
had spoken out in Yiddish and so the next morning
he was forced to drop his pants. He escaped through
a window and hid himself in another village and
changed his name. His real name was Yankel.

For two consecutive hours he told us about what he
had lived through as a Polish boy, horrors that made
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my hair stood on end. And all during the telling, he
couldn’t stop eating the sweets which my wife had
bought for him. Halvah, chocolate, pickles — things
which he hadn’t eaten for years. He ate so much that
he had diarrhea all night, to such an extent that he
soiled the straw mattress and made the house dirty.
He gave back everything that he had eaten.

He got sick and we cared for him like he was our
own child. When he got well, he couldn’t thank us
enough. He wouldn’t let my wife do anything and
helped her with everything. Before we got up in the
morning, he would go down and clean up the barber
shop.

Then the Jewish Committee gathered a group of
such orphan Jewish children together, established
an orphanage and took the boy from us. There they
were fed and clothed, taught to read and write and
do arithmetic. But twice the boy ran away and came
back to us. He called me Cousin Chaim and my
wife Cousin Fela. After the third time that he ran
away, the Committee sent all the children in the
orphanage to Reichenbach (Pietrolesie) and from
there to Israel. Yankel cried the whole time and
swore that he would run away again and come back
to us.

In the meantime, I got my craftsman’s card and we
worked 7 days a week. On Sundays, most of our
business was from the Jewish Russian and Polish
invalids, because on Sundays, they were released
from the hospitals. They were drawn by my sign:
Lubliner Barber and Talented Hairdresser. I know
I was wrong to keep my shop open on Sundays but
that was my most profitable day so I ignored the
prohibition.

One Sunday, acommittee of three came, representing
the barber guild. Among them I recognized the
elderly chairman Pianiaszek. He asked for me
and he reproached me. How could I dare work on
Sundays after they had given me the craftsman’s
card so speedily, without my taking the exam and
without my paying. And they had done so because I
was now the first Jewish barber in Lublin. And did I
work on Sundays before the war when I worked for
Zilbersher or Getsman? I told Pianiaszek that the
shop had certainly closed in the front on Sundays
but we took in clients by the back door. ”But if you




Sam Braiter, Montreal

Lublin Story 1945

Memories of liberated Lublin 1945
Translated from Yiddish to English by Gloria Brumer

One sunny Friday morning, I was working in my
military barber shop which was on Lubartovska
Street #5. Before the war, there had been a laundry
in the courtyard and in front there hadn’t been
enough room for a barber shop.

Earlier I had to heave rocks through the laundry
window into the cellar, - rocks that accumulated
there during the war years. Several Lubliner helped
me in this endeavor: Hershek Blifarber, Shie Azek
and Kalmen ‘Maister” of blessed memory from
Tshechev as well as other Jews who lived in Peretz
House who cared that there should be at least one
Jewish barber in Lublin.

The Jewish committee lent me a bit of money which
two Lubliner Jews guaranteed. I had a small amount
of zlotys in my pocket and Shie Azek and Kalmen
Maister went with me to the non-Jewish barber
establishments which had a lot of extra barber tools:
mirrors, armchairs with footrests as well as stools
for the clients who were waiting for their turn.

We alone established the prices for all these things
and if the goy tried to bargain with us, we threatened
not to pay him anything and when we mentioned the
names of the Jewish barbers to whom the mirrors
and all the other barber equipment had belonged,
they shut right up.

We carried everything away on our backs through
the street to the former laundry. We piled everything
in a heap, waiting for the watchman to dismantle
the laundry so he could take the wood for himself to
heat his house for the winter. He then whitewashed
two rooms of the laundry for me as well as the first
floor flat and balcony over the barber shop which I
was given.

On opening day and on subsequent days, I had

so much work that I had to take on a partner,
Leon Budman from Minsk. But he was a ladies
hairdresser so I had to take on a second partner who
was a barber for men, Shame Sharf from Piask.
He survived the occupation in the Lubliner Ghetto.
I moved out of Peretz House and into my own flat
and begin to live decently.

Several days after opening the barber shop,
inspectors from the barber’s guild came to me and
asked if I had a craftsman’s card. And did I not know
that you couldn’t work without a craftsman’s card?
I replied that before the war I had had a card as a
Lubliner barber’s assistant. They recorded my name
and asked if I knew the names of the representatives
of the barber’s guild before the war. I replied that
of the Jewish representatives I knew Chil Gauss of
Grodzka Street and Ezra Getsman from Krakovsky
Street. And of the Poles, I remembered Pianianszek
and Piaksi. They said that they would check but in
the meantime I was not allowed to hang up on the
gate my sign that said Lubliner Barber and my name
in Russian and in Polish I asked them —“What should
1do?”.“To get a craftsman’s card”, they said, “I had
to pass a trade exam”. “There’s no need for that, I
said. “Before the war, in 1935, I had passed such an
exam and I was entitled to a craftsman’s card. And
it’s not that I am afraid to do the exam again; I just
have no time to run here and there and bother with
the exam”. They said again that they would check
but in the meantime I had to paint over the sign on
the gate because they didn’t want to see that. They
left and we continued to work.

Now going back to the sunny Friday morning as
I stood and worked.....in comes Gedalia Migdal
holding by the hand a small barefoot boy with dirty
shriveled feet, torn pants and a ripped shirt. At first,
I thought he had brought him to get his hair cut




Travels to Lublin

Pola Firestone

When Visitors Came From
America in 1939

I remember my mother telling me about these photos
when American relatives visited Lublin in 1939.
The story goes that Fanny and Benny Sembler, my
Aunt Yetta’s sister-in-law and brother-in-law, were
traveling to Europe and asked my grandmother to
go with them. My grandmother said no because she
didn’t want to leave my grandfather.

In the photo on the right are my great grandparents,
their family and guests. Sura, my great grandmother,
is in the center, standing behind her grandchild. My
great grandfather, Abram, is second from the right.

When planning to attend the reunion in Lublin, I
hoped to visit the place where these photos were
taken, if it still existed. The background is distinctive
so I thought someone from Grodzka Gate could
identify the location. Last April, Jackie forwarded
the photos to Taduesz. He replied, “Both photos
were taken in Old Town in Lublin, next to Brama
Trynitarska (Trinity Gate). See you in Lublin!”

As I stood by the same passageway as my family
78 years earlier, I thought how this happy, beautiful
family could not have known in the coming months
they would lose their homes, their freedom and their
lives. My heart aches for them and the 6 million. I
was there to honor their memory and, in my own
way, let them know, our family lives on.

About me:

I am the granddaughter of Polish Jewish
immigrants. In the last six months I’ve learned
more about my maternal grandparents than
I knew over my entire lifetime. Interestingly, I
wasn’t looking. The information started coming
to me in November, 2016. Since then, I have
traveled to their home in Lublin, Poland and met
more than 200 Lubliners who share my story.

August 15,2017
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Fanny (with flowers) and Benny (wea-ring the whit-e fedora)
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The memorial sign on the wall of the shopping mole on
Lipowa 7 Street, saying that in the years 1939-1943 in this
place was a concentration camp for Jewish PO.Ws and
Jewish craftsmen. My father Pinchas Zyskind languished there
from December 1939 until his escape in November 1943
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Happy meeting with the
children and grandchildren
of my mother's saver, Tadek.
We have never stopped the
bond, and we are family




In November 1943 the Germans began the
elimination of all camps in the Lublin area. One
evening after work Steingetter called father to
his office and told him to escape before being
exterminated in Majdanek together with all the
remaining Jews. “You have to find a way to
escape immediately” he said wrapping several
thin leather shits around father’s body. Father
convinced few friends to escape as well. He
changed work with other prisoners who worked
in destroying the Jewish cemetery. They rolled
down a big stone down the hill where the
Ukrainian guards stood, causing a turmoil and
hid inside a big tomb. At night my father turned
to one of his Polish underground contacts.

He joined the partisans in the Parczew woods
under the command of Yeger. Their chief
commander was Yehiel, Chil Grinspan.

When the Germans were defeated and the Red
Army came to Lublin in July 1944, all partisans
from the Lublin area received uniforms and
arms and were posted to keep order in town.

My father did not forget Steingetter. He went
to General Chenchilov in charge of Lublin and
told him his story. The general not only gave
him a permit to look for the German in the
Soviet territory, but also supplied him with a
military motorcycle. After searching in camps
and convoys of German captives, he found him
dirty, shabby, hungry, leaning on a stick for
support and took him to Lublin. After Steingetter
rested and recovered, father supplied him with
permits and supplies and escorted to the train to
Germany.

In Lublin Father was in charge of the check
points in Lublin. He already knew from the Red
Cross that his wife, his sisters their children,
husbands and his whole family were shot in
Dubno.

One day, close to the curfew he saw a woman,
wearing a large Polish Peasant type shawl,
passing the bridge. She told him that she was
a Polish peasant, who got lost. Looking into
her dark eyes he asked: “Amchu?” (A word by
which Ashkenazy Jews from all over the world
recognize each other, Amcha in Hebrew means
your folk). “Amchu” she replied.

This was my mother who returned to Lublin
after leaving the peasant and his cows. And the
rest is history.

My father was a humanist all his life. The
atrocities he went through did not change his
view that people are basically good, with only a
minority wicked.

If he saw an ant on the floor, he never stepped
on it but lifted on a sheet of paper and threw
outside the window.

His favorite song was the Jewish partisans’
song “don’t you ever say that this is your last
way” Zog nit kainmul az du geist dem letztn

“If Hitler did not kill me, nothing will” he used
to say.

His dream was to live and be present on his
only daughter’s wedding. His survived friends
from the camp and partisans were guest at our
wedding.

He asked me not to bargain with craftsmen and
never leave empty an outstretched hand.

I remember his soft grey eyes when he looked
at me saying “meine tayere eintzige tochter”,
my precious only daughter.

He passed away in 1976, at the age of 64.




“Did you know the witness” the judge asked
the accused. “Of course I knew Mr. Zyskind”
replied Mohwinkel, every day I personally
signed his pass when he worked outside the
camp, but I hardly recognize him, he looks so
bad”.

The tension and worry caused me to turn to him
and say in German: “He looks so bad because
of you and your comrades!” The entire defense
team jumped up in protest asking the judge to
send me out, but he refused.

The doctors forbade father to travel by air plane.
I took him from Hamburg through Europe to
Marseille to return home by boat.

I want to tell now about my father’s escape
from Lipowa 7:

The place my father worked outside the camp
was a leather factory in Lublin which had been
taken by the Nazis from its Jewish owner Mr.
Brikman and was managed by a SS officer
Steingetter. He treated Jewish prisoners and the
Polish forced laborers as humans.

Once after receiving 75 lashes for smuggling
in some food, my father was barely alive. His
friends carried him into the factory. When
Steingetter saw him bleeding, he shouted
“What did those pigs do to you!” Order to put
him into a bath of cold water, and handed him
his sandwiches. After few days of treatment
Steingetter allowed him to return to work.
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From this new cemetery my father Pinchas Zyskind escaped in November 1943




FATHER

My father was not a Lubliner but he was in
Lublin and area from 1940 until 1946.

My father Pinchas Zyskind was born in
Dubno, Ukraina in 1912. His father was the
administrator of the Jewish hospital in town. His
mother died when he was one year old and his
father when he was twelve. He was apprenticed
to a local tinsmith and was independent from
an early age. Together with two partners he ran
a workshop. Father was married to Haya, they
lived in a house he built by himself. He was a
humanist, believed in equality and belonged to
the communist party in Dubno.

When WW?2 started he was recruited to the
Polish army reserves, captured and sent to
Stalag camps in Germany. The Jewish Prisoners
of War were immediately separated from the
Polish, were deprived of their rights under the
Geneva Convention, and sent to hard labor. At
the end of 1940, together with 3000 Jewish
POW?’S he was sent from Germany to Lublin to
the Lipowa 7 camp.

Life in the camp was hell: the Germans treated
them brutally. They worked more than 12 hours
a day, were humiliated, starved, bitten and shot
to death for any reason the Nazi’s could find.
Executions in front of all the prisoners were a
routine. 15 prisoners were hung, 300, my father
included, were sent to Majdanek extermination
camp as a punishment for an attempt to escape
of a group of prisoners. He was tormented in
Majdanek for 3 months and six days.

He told me once how life and hunger there
were unbearable. Few times he approached the
electric fence, and had only to touch to end the
suffering, but he did not, because he hoped to
survive and tell what had happened. Being a
good worker they sent him back to the Lipowa
camp. He worked outside the camp and one of
his tasks was to cover roofs with tar paper.
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Escorted by two armed Ukrainians he left the
camp for work every morning and returned in
the evening.

An underground was established in the camp.
Father contacted the Polish underground. He
built a bucket with a double bottom. He always
left some tar. The Germans stirred the tar inside
the bucket with a stick but found nothing.

This way, he managed to smuggle into the
camp dozens of pistols, few thousand of bullets
and dozens grenades. Unfortunately, they did
not succeed in carrying out the uprising they
planned.

In 1965 my father testified against Wolfgang
Mohwinkel a Nazi criminal, the commander of
the Lipowa camp,and I traveled to Germany with
him. I was 18 years old. This was a preliminary
hearing in the court of Hamburg. He had been
required to identify the accused from a lineup of
men. He recognized Mohwinkel immediately.
As he passed a shabby looking man, he had
shouted “this is Handke!” and fainted. I
immediately inserted a Nitroglicerine tablet
into his mouth, he recovered consciousness and
the doctors who checked him allowed him to
testify, insisting that he lie on a stretcher. This
was a surreal scene; a German court, a group
of jumpy advocates, two Nazi criminals one
dressed in an expensive suit the other in a
shabby jacket and my father the witness lying
on a stretcher. The advocates tried to confuse
my father asking endless questions about the
camp. Suddenly father sat down, asked for
a sheet of paper and a pencil. In few minutes
he drew the layout of Lipowa 7. They pulled
out a map, compared to father’s drawing and
nodded. I want to add that Handke was one of
the sadistic officers in the camp. The court did
not mention to my father of his existence. Then
father told the court about the atrocities that had
happen in the camp.
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From this bridge on the Bystrzyca river my
mother Malka, and her husband Yechiel Chil
Wajcman , jumped down on the request of
her father Hirsh Akierman. Her whole family,
together with 3,000 Lunliner Jews, were lead
then to the train to be executed in Belzec the
next day, March 17th 1942




They were written in autumn of 1942 on bits
and pieces of paper he could find. I quote few
sentences:

“My dear as I already wrote, we live in hell.
Every day we survive lasts a year, we lost the
will to live. You cannot imagine life here in the
camp, where a person knows that he is sentenced
to death without a verdict. In addition I miss
you so much I want to see you, [ want to live to
look at you”.

He always signed: “your eternally loving
husband Chil” This eternity was very short. All
the prisoners of the Flugplatz were exterminated
in Majdanek in November 1943.

My mother was hidden for 20 months. When the
war ended she was unable to walk, and crawled
for few days. When the Russians entered to
Lublin she crawled down, picked up some wild
flowers and handed them to the first Soviet
soldier who passed on a horseback. He was a
Jewish officer and spoke Yiddish. He took her
to a Soviet field hospital whose chief physician
was a Jewish lady doctor.

Mother worked helping to treat injured soldiers.
When they advanced close to the front she had
to leave. She went to a village and worked as a
cow shepherd for a peasant, for sleeping in the
barn and eating some milk and cereals. When
he asked her to sign an agreement for a whole
year, she ran away to Lublin.

In the 1970ties my mother testified in three
trials: In Wiesbaden against Dr. Herman Sturm
who was responsible of the deportation of
Lublin’s Jews, against Herman Worthof from
the Gestapo in Lublin responsible for Jewish
affairs and deportations, and in Hamburg
against Karl Streibel, in charge of the Ukrainian
murderous guards who acted in Lublin.

I accompanied her to Wiesbaden in December
1971 and remember when Sturms lawyers

(about 10 of them) tried to confuse my mother
by shouting and misbehaving, she stood up
and in fluent German said: “Like the Nazis did
not succeed to kill me, so you will not succeed
to confuse me. All the atrocities and facts are
engraved in my memory. I am not the accused
here but a murderer”. All of them jumped out
from their chairs protesting. The judge silenced
them and asked my mother to tell the cases
when the accused shoot Jews himself. And she
did.

During years on holocaust day she used to write
to the Israeli Polish newspaper Nowinyi Kurier
telling facts about the holocaust in Lublin. In
1981 she finished her article:

“In a little while those who survived will pass
away and people will forget that extermination
camps existed. Those who went to the gas
chambers dreamt to survive 10 minutes only to
see the defeat of Hitler and those who survived
the atrocities can find peace neither in the reality
nor in sleep, until the eyes will close forever.”

She passed away five years later at the age
of 70.

Her love to me and my family was incredible.
She taught me to look for the good and beautiful,
to look always for the full half of the glass, not
to compromise for the mediocre. she used to
say “if you have to fall, then better from the
best horse”. She pampered me as much as she
could, forbade me even to wash a glass saying
“You will have enough years to work in your
own home”

Every day she cleaned my room and changed
my pillowcase. She gathered rain water to wash
my hair.

I miss her.
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In front of this place in a house on Kaliniwszczyzna Street number 70, My mother was hidden in the attic for 20 months by Tadeusz
Ziemba
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Before the war here was Lublin's "straw market". During the war the Nazis executed there Jews and the Polish families who hid them,
and also Polish nationalists




other places, back to the known hell. The Nazis
started to dismantle Majdan Tatarski. Mother
who was left alone decided to escape.

In Majdan Tatarski were people who still
worked in two factories: one produced fly traps
and before the war belonged to our chairman’s
Jossi Dakar grandfather, and the other produced
rags.

She went to the rag factory and hid. In the
darkness she sneaked into one of the barrels
filled with rags, which were taken out on a
truck. At night at the curfew she went out the
barrel, wore heavy socks on her shoes to silence
her steps and headed to Tadek’s place.

Tadek Ziemba, a Polish bachelor, before the
war worked together with her brother Jacob in a
Jewish bakery. Tadek was a gentle person, grew
up in a Jewish environment and spoke fluent
Yiddish. He immediately invited her in, asking
to hide in the wardrobe. He asked about her best
friend Mindl and in few days with the help of
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In this house on 21 Towarowa Street my mother Malka Zyskind nee Akierman was born and lived with her family

Polish cabmen succeeded to rescue her. The
room and the wardrobe were too small. Tadek
built a hiding place in the attic of the house. The
life conditions were hard. Both of the friends
could sit back to back only with no possibility to
stretch their legs. The hiding place was narrow
and dark. They decided that my mother will
stay and Mindl will go down and hide in the
wardrobe. Tadek was afraid to go to his forced
labor and had to hide fearing that every day he
could be sent to force labor in Germany. There
were times the three of them had nothing to eat.
Tadeusz Ziemba was recognized as a righteous
among the Nations.

Mother wrote letters to her husband in the
labor camp and he wrote back. The letters
were smuggled by a Polish cabman (Tadek’s
acquaintant) who took out the garbage from the
camp.

After my mother’s death I found two letters
in her purse. She treasured them all her life.

270 DX M A1711,21 1900 11N210 ‘"1 ,i7IXA7 11vn 1111

310912



guests, most of them family.

Their romance vanished with the beginning
of the war. Life became a chaos. Already in
September 1939 the Nazis bombarded Lublin,
mother’s beloved cousin Bella lost her husband
and two children. Afterwards the persecutions
started, they were moved to the Ghetto, her
brother Jacob, with 400 young men were
taken to prepare the area before building the
Majdanek death camp, and all of them were
brutally murdered on the spot. She saw horror
and death. She witnessed the shooting of 14
members of her family, (two uncles, their wives
and children). When the deportations started
her uncles did not report to one of the actions
and hide in an attic, closing the entrance with
bricks. My mother joined them. She had a
work permit but preferred not to witness those
scenes. It took almost a whole day and the
children were thirsty. Her uncle went down to
bring some water and decided to peep through
the entrance door. The same moment Worthof,
from the Gestapo, responsible for the Jewish
affairs, passed with his convoy and spotted him.
He stopped the cars and with a group of soldiers
ran into the house. When they arrived upstairs
they started to shoot wildly, shouting Jews out!
This was dangerous, the children were terrified
and they all went out. Mother came out first
holding her permit in her hand. Worthof ordered
them to stand facing the wall. He himself shot
all of them in the heads, when he approached
mother he asked her why did she hide having a
permit. “I was very tired and wanted to rest” she
replied. He shouted something and my mother
jumped from the second floor down.

In spring of 1942 she and her husband, together
with 8000 Lubliner Jews were transferred to the
MajdanTatarski camp.

On the 16™ of March 1942 at night the first
deportation to Belzec extermination camp

began, “the big action”. My mother and Chil
joined her family although they both had work
permits “Jot Ausweiss” — Jew ID.

They were led to the train station. Chil was
stumbling being sick not yet recovered from
typhus. The Ukrainian guards shot everyone
who fell. My grandfather Hirsh feared that they
would shoot his son in law, asked them to jump
under the bridge they passed, and my mother,
the obedient daughter did what her father asked
her to. During her entire life she kept hearing
her mother’s cry: “Malkele vu gayst du, gay
nisht avek!” Malkele where are you going,
don’t go away!

Her parents two sisters Shprinca and Necha,
two brothers Volf and Berele the youngest, and
most of the whole big family together with 3000
Jews were exterminated on the 17" of March in
Belzec, Berele was only nine years old.

I want to point out that my husband’s Eliahu
Maier grandmother Isabela, grandfather
Siegfried Samuel and part of the Maier and
Lemle family were deported from their village
Fischach in Bavaria Germany to Lublin, then
to the Piaski ghetto and exterminated in Belzec
in 1942.

Lublin Jews were being deported from Lublin

on a daily basis and were sent also on foot.
During the actions before each deportation
the Nazis held a speech, telling them not to
be afraid since they were being relocated and
would receive housing and work. My mother
never believed them. She understood that they
were sent to death, because no one came back,
sent a letter or a message.

Chilik her husband was sent to the Flugplatz,
Plagie Laszkiewicz labor camp, her permit
was taken. When deported, she always dared
to escape and sneaked back to MajdanTatarski.
Few times from the Piaski ghetto and also
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Judith Maier

My Parents

The lecture I held in Lublin on July 2017. I tried to summarize as much as possible,
since I could tell for long hours about what my parents had passed through the holocaust in Lublin.

I am Judith Maier, daughter of Malka and
Pinchas Zyskind, married to Eli, mother of two
and grandmother of four.

I was created in Lublin, born in 1946 in
Walbrzych, lower Salesia south-west of Poland.

A miracle baby my parents would say.

Both of them were holocaust survivors who
lost their whole families and spouses. After
they married they desired to build a family and
lead a normal life. On one hand their love to
me was extreme, they cared for me endlessly
and pampered, if they could wrap me in cotton-
wool, they would have done so. On the other
hand, since I can remember myself I can hear
their shouting and crying during their sleep.
They always explained to me: bad dreams.
Their souls and bodies were tormented by the
holocaust experience, their health was poor.
From an early age I remember visiting my
father in hospitals.

In spite of this, my early childhood in Poland
was very happy. When I was 10 years old we
immigrated to Israel and lived in the North, far
away from Tel-Aviv, the economic situation
was bad, because of lack of work then. My
father who always was proud of his working
skills was not able to feed his small family. Life
was hard and I was constantly afraid that they
will die on me. Their shouts at sleep got worse
so did my fears. They never told me about the
holocaust.
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In 1960 after Adolf Eichman was caught,
holocaust investigators came to take evidence
from my father. Only then, after I heard the
stories I understood their distress.

At the age of 17 I had to leave high school and
work to support the family because my father
was months in the hospital.

MOTHER

My mother, Malka Zyskind daughter of Yidis
(Judit) nee Garfinkel and Hirsh Akierman,
was born in Lublin in 1916, the first of six
children. Her father was a boot maker. This was
a Lubliner working class big family, enjoying
the Yiddish theater, fund rising banquets and
family encounters.

She went to the Jewish school for girls, the
headmaster was Mrs. Mandelkern and her
beloved teacher was Miss Kowalska, she also
received Yiddish lessons from their Rabbi’s
sister. At the age of 14 she started to work at
a tailor’s workshop. She was very active at
the Bund Club. This was her cultural center.
She was exercising in artistic gymnastics at
the Morgenstern club. She was a singer in the
Bund’s choir and read a lot of books lent from
the Bund’s big library.

She loved her town Lublin and used to tell me
about this vibrant city. At the age of 21 she
married Yehiel Chil Wajcman whom she met
at the ice skating ring.This romantic love story
was sealed with a wedding, with about 200




attended a Jewish Day School. When she was
in her 20s, she had leading roles in two plays
with the Dora Wasserman Yiddish Theatre.
I too continue to have a strong connection to
both Yiddish and the holocaust. I am on the
board of the Worker’s Circle and I participate
on the Yiddish Committee of the Jewish Public
Library. I am very proud to be a docent for the
Montreal Holocaust Museum. Taking young
people on tours through the museum has been
gratifying, especially when it is clear that what
I’ve said has made a significant impression on
these kids, most of whom are not Jewish.

Every April 19 th, from the time I was very
young, maybe 8 years old, my parents and
I would attend the Bund’s commemoration
of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. At that time,
there weren’t many other groups that organized
events commemorating the holocaust. The
entire event was held in Yiddish. They had

some wonderful speakers such as the author,
Chava Rosenfarb-Morgenthaler, whose speech
had a great effect on me. The event always
ended with the singing of the Partisaner Hymn.
Even to this day, at the Montreal Yom Hashoah
commemoration, which draws a few thousand
people each year, they end the ceremony with
the Partisaner Hymn sung in Yiddish.

These 5 days of the Lubliner Reunion are
etched in my mind forever. In the lyrics of the
Partisaner Hymn, one of the verses ends with
“should the sun not arrive at dawn, the song
should pass on from generation to generation”.
I am so thankful that I had the opportunity
to visit Lublin with my daughter and look
forward to going back one day soon with my
grandchildren and fulfill the promise of passing
on the torch of remembrance and our legacy
from generation to generation.

Lubliner Landsmanshaft in Poland in 1947.
The picture appears in the book Dos Buch fun Lublin, published in Paris in 1952.
Chaim Nisenbaum, my father, is in the second row, first from left.

Aron Nisenbaum, my uncle, is in the first row, second from left




on the rich history of the Yiddish language and
culture. When my father and uncle got involved,
they were looking for more than religion to
feel connected to. They were searching for
more meaning. They found it with the Bund.
Eventually, my father gained an administrative
position as the head of the Shoemaker’s Union.
He held that position until the Germans attacked
Poland.

My mother, Faigele Zylbersztein, like many
other young people before the war, found a
place in the Bund to meet and socialize with
her peers. The Bund is where my parents met.
They dated for many years.

My mother came from a religious home. She
told the most wonderful stories about her
warm, loving family. She was the youngest of
6 children. Her brother, Moishe, left Poland
for Argentina in 1924. He was her only family
to survive the war. Her other siblings, Kaltche
Kapelushnik, Rochel Literat, Renye Hertzman,
and Yosel all perished along with their families
in the holocaust.

In September 1939, with the invasion of Poland,
my father and many others, found a way to
escape to Ukraine. Unlike other men who
left their families behind, my father bravely
returned to Nazi-occupied Lublin to retrieve
my mother. They married a few days later and
escaped together into Ukraine.

While pregnant with me, Russia was invaded
and my parents escaped deeper into Russia.
I was born in November 1941 in the Ural
Mountains.

In 1946, if you were able to prove that you were
a Polish citizen, the authorities were allowing
you to leave Russia. We settled in the city of
Wroclaw. In 1948, again, my dad, a socialist, but
anti-communist, saw the writing on the wall and
felt that we should leave Poland immediately.
I have memories of being smuggled out of
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Poland through Czechoslovakia into Germany
where we spent 9 months in the Feldefink DP
camp. In August 1949, we were fortunate to get
a visa to emigrate to Montreal, Canada.

Being an immigrant is never easy. Life was
challenging. One of the first steps my dad took
to integrate into the community was to join the
Workmen’s Circle (Arbeter Ring). Luckily,
there was an influx of survivors who arrived in
Montreal around the same time period. Amongst
them were other Lubliners. It was comforting to
be in a new land, a new culture, a new language
and to have friends from their “alter heim”.

They felt fortunate to be able to continue
their involvement with the Bund. Many of
their fellow Bundists eventually joined the
Workmen’s Circle.

As an only child, I spent an extensive amount
of time with my parents, their friends and their
children, some of whom I am still very close
with today. To their friends I was Tzelinkaleh. I
felt like I had a huge extended family. Sadly, the
only family member that survived the holocaust
was my Uncle Aron. All of my parents’ friends
had different experiences during the holocaust.
Some had escaped to Russia, like my parents,
while others survived the concentration camps.
In spite of the horrors they had lived through,
what I remember is the joyful celebration of
life. Often, the conversations would begin with
stories about their lives during the holocaust,
but generally end with laughter and song.

Once I had my own child, also a “one and only”,
she was lucky to be enveloped in the loving
arms of this wonderful and special community.
As a result, Sherry also has a strong emotional
attachment to the very Yiddish life we created.
She had a loving and close relationship with my
parents who had a great impact on her love for
Yiddish. She went to Sunday Yiddish school
at the Workmen’s Circle, even though she




B
The Partisaner Hymn at Umshlagplatz Lublin, 2017

I thought it was a wonderful idea. She and I
approached the microphone and Celia asked
if anyone else who knows the hymn would
come up to the front. My daughter, who grew
up, hearing and singing the hymn came to the
microphone and the 3 of us lead the singing. It
was emotional, heartwarming and spectacularly
empowering. The last three words of the hymn
are, “WE ARE HERE!” That defiant stance
could be felt reverberating through the crowd.
It was life-affirming.

After the hymn was sung, my daughter and
I were approached by Neta Avidar and with
a tear in her eye and a crack in her voice she
expressed how moved and touched she was by
our singing of the Partisaner Hymn. Several
days later, I felt a tap on my shoulder at lunch.
I turned around to find Neta behind me. She
explained that she is the Editor of Kol Lublin in
Israel (my parents and I received regular copies
of Kol Lublin over the years) and that she hoped

I would be willing to write an article about my
connection to Lublin and the Partisaner Hymn.
I was delighted and honored that she wanted to
hear my story.

Both my parents spent their formative years
in Lublin. My mother moved to Lublin from
Warsaw with her family when she was a very
young child. My father was born and raised in
Lublin. My father came from a well-known and
prominent Chassidic family (the Nisenbaums).
His father (my grandfather), Chaskel, was a
Kotsker Chasid, but four of his five sons (Aron,
Moishe, Chaim, Jacob and Yitzhak who was
more observant) chose a very different path.
My father, Chaim, and his older brother, Aron,
were very active and highly respected members
of the Jewish Labor Bund. The Bund, which
was established in 1897, was a secular, socialist
organization that believed in promoting social
justice and the betterment of life for the
common worker. The Bund placed high value
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Celina Nisenbaum Brettschneider

LUBLIN REMEMBERS ITS JEWS
My Family’s Journey

This summer, July 2017, my daughter, Sherry
and I experienced an incredibly special 5 days
together in Lublin. We had the privilege and
pleasure to participate in a once-in-a-lifetime
experience, The Lubliner Reunion. More than
200 people attended from countries all over the
world- USA, Canada, Sweden, France, UK,
Israel, and Australia among others. All of the
participants had a connection to Lublin, most
with ancestors/family who were from Lublin.

The week was organized by Tomasz
Pietrasiewicz, director of the Grodzka Gate
Theatre. He is a wonderful person who
understands the importance of protecting
the memory of the Jews of Poland, Lublin
specifically. This has become his mission, along
with the dedicated staff who supports him. We
met with Tadusz, a genealogist who was able
to collect some information about my family,
like my dad’s birth certificate with his father’s
signature, his siblings’ birthdates and place of
residence.

I have every intention of garnering more
knowledge about my father and mother’s
families.

Each day Sherry and I traveled to the Grodzka
Gate for an event or a tour and we passed my
mother’s home on Grodzka. We also visited
the street and possible location of my father’s
family home on Lubartowska Street. Knowing
that we were literally walking in my parents and
other family members’ footsteps was surreal
and so meaningful. I recall a letter that my uncle
received after arriving in Montreal in 1959
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from Lublin. The letter was from my uncle’s
friend, Advocat Ratsky, a Pole who defended
many Jews in court, prior to the holocaust. He
wrote that even though there were no more
Jews in Lublin, in his mind he could still hear
the thunderous echo of their footsteps on the
pavement as they made their way to shul on
Rosh Hashanah.

Although the entire 5 days were spectacular,
the most impactful event was the walk many of
the participants took to the Umshlagplatz. The
Umshlagplatz, is the railway station at which
the Jews of Lublin, during the Holocaust, were
rounded up and taken to Belzec death camp.
Along the path to the Umshlagplatz, stones have
been laid out depicting harrowing and horrific
events that occurred along the route. We, as
visitors, 75 years after the travesty, came to
bear witness and to honor those slaughtered not
because of what they had done but because of
who they were...Jews. We leisurely walked the
route on a beautiful sunny day, breathing in the
fresh air and chatting with our neighbor, trying
to feel one iota of the fear that our ancestors
experienced. It was humbling.

We arrived at the Umshlagplatz, where Tomasz
gave a heartfelt speech, a reunion participant
recited the Kaddish and sang El Malleh
Rachamim. That alone was unbelievably
moving, but what happened next made my heart
swell. One of the participants, Celia Brauer,
from Vancouver, BC, approached me and asked
if I thought it would be a good idea to lead the
crowd in the singing of the Partisaner Hymn.




Cantorial Concert:Yaakov Lemmer and Lublin Philharmonics. Conductor: Elli Jaffe

Being at 2017, we mark 75 years for the
liquidation of Lublin’s Jewish community. It is
worth remembering that the Jewish presence in
this city was and will always be an important
part of Lublin’s history.

The second reason to conceive the concert was
to symbolize the bond and the knot between
Jewish culture and Polish culture. Over the
years, | became more and more aware of the
mutual influence between Jewish culture to
Polish culture and vice versa.

Until the age of enlightenment i.e. 18" century
most of the Polish and all of the Jewish culture
consisted of religious works and thus we had
two cultures quite separate from each other.
From the 18" century we are witnessing the
rise of secular culture. Many of the Jewish
torch bearers were assimilated, meaning their
works were connected to two wells, the Polish
one and the Jewish one. On the other hand,
Jewish presence in the field of Polish culture
was far and beyond their part in the Polish
general population, which anyway was not
small and comprised 10% percent of the overall
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population.

The concert we are going to listen to in this
evening consists of music composed in Central
and Eastern Europe, meaning it belongs here.

This is Jewish music and at the same time
Polish music composed in many instances here
by composers who were Polish citizens. We
share the same composers, the same writers,
poets, painters, playwrights, film makers, actor
and actresses. We share in many cases the same
mentality for instance- liking to complain and
being pessimistic. Whether we like it or not we
are tied together by the same common culture
and more often than not by the same mentality.

We lived together for 1,000 years and we shall
share this common culture for many years to
come. We can whine about it which is typical to
Jews and Poles alike, or enjoy it, celebrate it and
develop our common heritage and strengthen
our cooperation.

I would support the second alternative and
would advice everybody to follow suite.
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Speech at the cantorial concert in Lublin
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Joseph Dakar
SPEECH AT THE CANTORIAL CONCERT IN LUBLIN
3.7.2017

When conceiving the idea for the concert,
I had in mind two purposes. One, to remind
everybody that for at least 600 six hundred years
following the invitation of King Karzymierz
the Great, Jews inhabited Lublin. And this
anniversary marking seven hundred years for
the establishment of Lublin is a good time to
remember that just before WW II. 43,000 Jews
lived in Lublin comprising 36%percent of its
entire population.

However, during many years Jews comprised
more than 50%percent of Lublin inhabitants.
Out of three hundred years of Jewish semi
autonomy in Poland called The “Committee of
Four Lands”, for two hundred years that this
institution resided in Lublin.

Lublin’s Jewish community was known for
its feisty environment. Known for its famous
Rabbis but not only for them, it had famous
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writers, poets, painters and composers. Lublin
was where the most important Yeshiwa was
established “Yechivas Chachmey Lublin”. The
Jewish community’ had very energetic and
varied political life. In short, looking at the
Jewish part of Lublin there was never a dull
moment. All this rich life came to an abrupt end
at the beginning of WW II.

Between 16" of March 1942, and 14" of April
1942. 28,000 Jews were led to Belzec where
they all were liquidated. on 9" of November
1942.The last Jews were led to Majdanek
thus ending the existence of Lublin's Jewish
community.

Today, there is a small but important Jewish
community in Lublin. However, there is
a difference between a vibrant and active
community of 43,000 people to today’s
community as important as it maybe.




of the 5 leading orchestras worldwide.

However the feedback received from the orchestra’s
management that was a lack willingness to take part

in such a concert.

Almost 3 years ago the permanent exhibition of
the Jewish Historical Museum (called Polin) was
opened. Among the events, following the opening
was a cantorial concert performed by Janky (Jacob)
Lemmer. I was deeply impressed by his beautiful

Tenor voice and his musicality.

The second option for the opening event in Lublin
was more complicated to organize and much more
expensive. Meaning organizing a cantorial concert.
It was clear to me that the first option would be
Yanky Lemmer. Since I knew well his agent, Jossi
Natkovitz. I established a contact. Another issue that
was clear to me was that as first option the Lublin

Philharmonic should accompany Yanky.

Through personal contacts I established a meeting
with the orchestra’s manager who agreed that
Lublin Philharmonic will take part in the concert as
to the identity of the conductor I suggested Dalia
Atlas. Jossi Natkovitz insisted on a conductor who
knows cantorial music and offered Elli Jaffe. It was
a good decision Elli who is a very fine conductor
is all together a great musician. He wrote all the
orchestral accompaniments to the songs performed
by Janky. The orchestration was beautiful and added

a great deal to the overall impression

The orchestra loved Elli Jaffe, and I have learned
afterwards that the first violin of of the orchestra

expressed her view that Elli was one of the best

conductors she has ever performed under their
baton. As to Janky Lemmer who resides in New
York, in my view and I’'m not the only one who
believes so is the best cantor in the world. For
instance when the Israel Philharmonic played in
Warsaw in a concert marking the 70 years for the
Warsaw ghetto uprising Zubin Mehta chose Yanky

as the cantor to sing with the Israel Philharmonic

As to allocation of costs, the city took upon itself
to pay the orchestra, the Marszalek, the region’s
governor provided the new beautiful hall. I took
responsibility with respect to the artists. Eventually
I was assisted to a degree by Teatr N.N. and received

some income from selling a number of tickets

Such an event deserves television coverage. Since
the head of Lublin’s Televison is our old friend
Ryszard Montusiewicz, I got him interested.
Eventually also other channels became interested.
The result was a live broadcast of the concert. I
hoped that with television coverage I will be able
to find some sponsors but it did not come to be.
Eventually the fact that the concert was transmitted
live and the presence of the cameras gave some
additional impact to the concert. Watching the DVD
it appears the overall result was a beautiful concert,

which was beautifully filmed and recorded.

Since the concert is forever in existence on various
media forms, it means that we left a small everlasting
memorial for the outstanding Jewish community
that once lived full and rich Jewish life in Lublin,
and was unfortunately completely liquidated never

to be constructed again.




Joseph Dakar

Chairman’s comments

Dear Friends,

Apart from the incredible event known as Lublin
Reunion 2017 an event which will be described
extensively in this annual Kol Lublin, the rest of the

activities were regular.

Annual meeting
Our last annual meeting took place at 24.11.2016.

The main event during that meeting was a lecture
by Pinchas Zajonc. Pinchas who resided after the
war in the orphanage in Lublin is an outstanding
lecturer. He talked about his experiences during the
war and his lecture was totally engaging. We wish
Mr. Zajonc long life and good health.

Holocaust day memorial

In view of the departure of Sara Shostak rpi,
Ita Fishberg took it upon herself to organize the
program for that day. As we learned to expect from
her she did an excellent work and we thanks her for
that.

Polish/Jewish food Lublin style

This year we were hosted on 11" of May 2017 by
Reli and Tzvika Shulman in their home at Moshav
Benaya. The event was rich with participants and
with Polish Jewish food Lublin style. Unfortunately
I could not attend the event since at that time I was
in Lublin fighting my battles with respect to the
cantorial concert, but I have heard it was a huge
success. This event is turning to a kind of an annual

tradition.

Joseph Dakar

The birth of a concert

Since 2 years, I have started talking about Tomek
Pietrasiewicz with respect to planning events
concerning the coming 75" anniversary of the

liquidation of Lublin Jewish community.

I was under the impression that events marking the
70" anniversary of Lublin’s Jewish lacked a central

and memorable event.
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With respect to the coming 75" anniversary I
wanted the opening event to be powerful and
remain in memory. At the beginning I had in mind
a concert conducted by Dalia Atlas where the
Lublin Philharmonic will perform Ernst Bloch’s 1%
Symphony which Dalia Atlas had already recorded
with the London Symphony Orchestra, which is one
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One of twenty two memory stones along the last way of Lublin Jews.
The Memory trail was designed by the “Grodzka Gate — NN Theatre” Centre.



