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Holocaust Memorial Day 2018 at Nahalat Yitzhak
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Buthaina Halabi, Druze
artist commemorating the
Holocaust
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For many years, the well was abandoned and partially devastated
1970s, photo: Jan Trembecki, Archives of “Kurier Lubelski”

N1O0I ININ ANITIN NNNT7NN NNY DIYI
N'7yN NONM IO

25



9037 NINY
19793 1IN LINA 199997 (ON) DY D250

DN NPN L0 NPN NY 7PN DY .IN 7’2 N2
T2 95 P27 .00 XY, TPON KOO P27 12N 1Y DN
)2 DN DYN MINNA DAV DMWY TY

1PYN DY PAINNVA NT OIPH YNNI 9O TN

DN 2D NNV NN DY PMHODNIN
IWAN DN DIAN 0N TIY NN ININD .DMINIIN
VN TV MNYI DINN NIV DN INYH

ANN-NYAD TN ANND

NN-NIAD TIND W) NN
YAIP IN-INANY NN NRYIND
N2 NP DR

YN DY DDX-ND WYY SVMND
PRPPM I

(158191 YV3)

20N NN DINNA ANV INPINK 0170 N, 1859-1952 ,(Dewey) '™WirT 1 1

26



| i

.NNINYN 12200 728 .NTHY 12 DI7NA NTNIY ININ
N70NI NFIN'Y NIANTN NNIYA 'TIA Y2 272 DAY N'D 122
2'VR 79 N'DINN D'DIAIVIND NINN XIN NTNOY DIN

What is visible lies in the invisible ANI-INTAD TIN NI INND
2017, photo: Joanna Zetar
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Water carrier at the well IN2N T'7 0'D INIY

A

Photo: NN, National Digital Archive 0N AN 0 AN ANY'N ININ
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The well from ulica Szeroka N{717'Y 2172 AN
during the ghetto’s operation, ca 1942 1020 NOITN]
Photo: NN, collections of Symcha Wajs

Y a -y x = b . - 3

First disappeared those who came 1020 "TINY DI'NI ID7Y)
every day with a bucket for water X707 082 1D D01 TRV
1940, photo: Max Kimberger collection 0'na DN"7T NN
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How did the well survive, since almost nothing
survived?

1945-1947, photo: Stanislaw Radzki, Barbara Radzka'’s collection
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s
Around 1942, photo: NN, Marek Gromaszek's collection
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Suddenly a reality that does not exist comes alive. Standing at the water
pipe, we move again into the world of water bags from under the well,
playing next to children, water queues and water sellers.
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Alter Kacyzne Photographs - nt8p 909N D »1mvosn

(YIVO Digital Archive)
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Photo: Alter Kacyzne (YIVO Digital Archive) J'72172 77N PTR7N DY "M
MY NN :DI7Y

Warsaw,1922. Young Yiddish literary crowd. YT 191D MIAN 1922 ,nWNI
Standing: Alter Kacyzne and Uri Zvi Grinberg. 212272 12X -1UNE NITXF INTN P DINIY
Sitting in center: Peretz Hirshbein (Yivo) "W Y19 1IN W1
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Alter Kacyzne Photographs - nit8p 905X YW 1»morsn 1y

(YIVO Digital Archive)
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Donations

There is a long tradition of our association not to oblige people to pay for
membership in the association, or for having “Kol Lublin”. Running the association
and especially issuing "kol Lublin” require however considerable financial expense.
If you feel that issuing "kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the association
are worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and freewill contribution to
the “Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association”.

Such donation can be effected either by:

- Bank transfer account of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association,
Bank Hapoalim 12, Branch Poleg 771, Account No. 019876

« Acheque in order of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association mailed
to Eitan Burstein, 13 Hamarganiot St. Ramat Poleg Netanya 4265213, Israel.

« Our IBANK: IL 950127710000000019876
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spoke  many.  Whatever
language would help him
that day, he spoke. He told
me one of his favourite
stories in Italian, French,
English and Yiddish. It was
about his time as a factory
foreman in Montreal when he
would speak to the workers,
customers and bosses in their
languages. He was sure that
his Italian workers and his
French bosses and customers
- all thought he was a native
speaker.

Zaida the Family
Man

Bubbie and Zaida were
together for 75 years. They
married each other three or
four times - they weren’t
quite sure. During their
post-war emigration process
their proof of marriage was
required more than once.
Their original paperwork
was from a Russian Rabbi
but along their journey they
needed documentation in
each local language. Often
it was more expedient, less
expensive or just more
romantic that whenever they
needed new paperwork, they
remarried.

The Pilot

While in the Siberian gulags,
our zaida managed to survive
and help others survive
partially by using his skills
as a tailor and a trader. He

would acquire things for
people that needed them.
He had become friends with
a Russian pilot accused of
defection, who was sure
that he would not leave the
gulags alive. But Zaida was,
and the pilot gave our zaida
his winter coat, new shoes
and a small bag of tobacco.
Zaida traded the tobacco,
eventually acquiring burlap
and made grain bags to sell to
other traders. He kept trading.
He loaned out the shoes and
coat and used them to make
himself look presentable. He
told people he could make
similar jackets, and started a
tailoring business. Eventually
he traded the shoes to a
policeman for a place to
sleep and information that led
him to find Bubbie who had
earlier been released from the
gulags.

From these selfless gifts,
Zaida and Bubbie survived,
and rebuilt their lives. Our
grandparents were forever
grateful and indebted to this
gentleman.

Today would have been
Zaida’s 98th birthday. In true
storyteller fashion he has
given us unique perspective
through which to view his
life, in whole years, in a full
perfect circle, in seasons
completed.

Tamara
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Yiddish books and musical
dvds, the pharmacist who
had gotten to know both my
parents better and better,
as the years went on, to the
several caretakers who cared
for him in so many ways and
s0 , so many others. It’s true:
To have known him was to
have loved him.

Our father has now re-joined
my mother, his bride of 70
plus years, whom he mourned

daily. Together, once more,
they will look over all of us.

May our father’s memory
serve as a blessing, as a
reminder that once there were
such decent men amongst
us. May his soul be forever
bound up with the righteous.

I want to publically thank our
father’s caregivers for their
heart felt emotional as well as
physical support throughout

and his final caretaker, Grace,
who together with my sister
in law, Lonia, did their utmost
to keep him in comfort.

And as he drifted off on his
final voyage, they each held
his hands softly sang him his
favourite song....... “You
Are My Sunshine*

Pa, I loved you before, now
and will forever.

Bernie

Excerpts of a eulogy delivered by Yoskie’s grandchildren

Zaida’s 98 years leave us with
memories and stories of his
heroics, his humour and his
dedication to his family and
community. As a storyteller,
he shared his stories and I
want to share some of them
today.

Zaida the Clever
Criminal or: Zaida
the Hero

Zaida was a criminal. A very
proud and clever criminal.

Zaida and some family fled
east into the Soviet Union
during the war. At one point,
a deal was struck between
Poland and the Soviet Union
that Poles of fighting age
were to be returned to the
Polish military. He knew he
didn’t want to be sent back to
fight or be sent to the gulags
as a political prisoner so

started bootlegging with the
intention of getting caught
as a common-criminal and
being sent to a low security
tree cutting camp. According
to Zaida, they tried to release
him more than once, but he
really wanted to be a common
criminal, so he kept going
and just kept getting caught.

While in Siberia, Zaida
decided trees weren’t
something he was particularly
good at, so it was time to
leave. The camp was remote
and accessible only by train.
Zaida decided that he would
lead a group of people out of
the camp on foot, put on local
clothes and casually catch the
train. All was going according
to plan until the phone rang at
the station. It was the guards
at the camp asking for their
prisoners to be returned.

Not to be deterred, Zaida
improved upon his plan. The
next time, he cut the camp’s
phone wires and the escape
was successful.

After the war, Eastern Europe
was  unwelcoming  and
dangerous for Jews. To help
people find safety and rebuild
their lives, Zaida obtained a
visa into France and started
smuggling people into the
West. Out of curiosity I asked
him how he knew where to go.
He answered, “well you go
where people aren’t.” When |
asked him how he didn’t get
caught despite doing this so
many times he said “really,
you go where people aren’t,
so they can’t catch you, and
don’t turn on a light.”

Zaida the Polyglot

Zaida loved languages and
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Within three days of my
birth, the war finally having
ended in axis defeat, our
parents and their siblings
left for Lublin to look for
relatives. Two days in Lublin
was sufficient to tragically
reveal that their parents and
the balance of their siblings
had been murdered. There
was nothing left in Poland
for them.

During a four and a half year
sojourn in Paris France, my
skilful father, on his own,
without medical training,
was able to determine how
to build leg braces and how
to gently stretch and prod
to completely manipulate
my pigeon toed club footed
legs and feet to cure me
completely. That was my
father, a man of few words
but many genuine talents.

Montreal, Canada became our
port of call and, ultimately,
our beloved home.

Our father loved to sing
and was a member of the
Workmen’s Choir for many
years. He also sang around
us and ultimately to and
with his grandchildren and
even  great-grandchildren.
He had many friends in the
Lubliner Landstmanshaft of
Montreal where he served as
an executive board member
for many years.

He had wanted to become a
cantor but the necessity of

caring for and maintaining
his growing family led
him to become a tailor in a
factory and ultimately a self-
employed contractor in the
garment industry. Although
his formal education had been
interrupted, and ultimately
terminated by the War, he did
like to say he passed McGill
University..... not once....
but twice....; when he went
to work and on his way home
from work.

He had a panache for
languages and could speak
Yiddish, Polish, Russian,
German, French and passible
Italian, to the extent that the
Italian workers whom he
employed initially thought he
had come from Sicily.

Upon his retirement, our
father and mother moved
to Toronto to join my wife
Sahri, me and the kids.
Eventually my brothers and
their families joined us in
Toronto.

Our father resumed his
activities here (Toronto), with
the Workmans Circle and the
Lubliner  Landstmanshaft.
He had many friends and
extended family with whom
he was in contact.

He was a  veracious
reader, mainly of Yiddish
publications and would sit
many times reading article
after article aloud to my
mother.

Our father was a man of quiet
intelligence, inner strength
and courage. His love for his
family was beyond measure,
always, always put family
before himself.

And it matters some, but age
is not a factor. Emotion is
and I loved, love and mourn
him deeply. Today, August
16, would have been his
98th birthday. But we gather
here for his funeral. A life
well lived, like Moses, from
birthday to birthday. The fact
that he passed at a very mature
age does not stifle the pain of
loss of a caring, loving father
who moved heaven and earth
for us. To that end, I held his
hand softly spoke to him,
asking that he hold on, that
my brother Allan who had
to be in New york seeing his
youngest son off to Israel, to
make Aleah and join the IDF
would be back late Tuesday
and wanted very much to
speak with him. Alan, his
wife Neseh and kids, made it
to our father’s condo Tuesday
evening about 9:20 pm and
got to speak to and be with
him for several hours.

Our father passed Wednesday
morning, August 15, 2018.

A plethora of people have
contacted my brothers and
me with happy memories of
my father, the librarian at the
holocaust library where we
went many times to borrow
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IN MEMORY

Joseph (Yoskie) Baum

Born August 16, 1920. Lublin, Poland
Passed August 15, 2018. Toronto Canada

Joseph and Bronia Baum

I am Bernard, the eldest
of three sons, my brothers
are Harry and Allan .Our
father, Joseph, or as our
late mother, Bronia, Aleyha
Hasholem, used to called
him, most appropriately ,“De
Mitzealeh” in Yiddish and
most awkwardly translated
as a fortuitous special (like
a special angel), was way
ahead of his time.

He was the first of his “gang”
to stop smoking. In Lublin,

Poland his home city, at the
age of 8, having purloined
a cigarette from the rabbi’s
coat pocket, he made his way,
anxiously, up to the roof top
of the one story Cheder to
indulge in this most “sinful
of habits®. His first drag was
also his last. Upon attempting
to inhale, emulating his rabbi,
he got so dizzy, he fell off the
roof. And.... that was the day
he started and quit smoking,
all in 1928.

Our parents had a very hard
life, commencing as teenagers
when they barely escaped the
nazi hordes, fleeing further
and further east through
Russia, together with one
of our mother’s sisters and
brother and one of our father’s
brothers, their only surviving
siblings, of large families.
By cunning and subterfuge,
luck and serendipity they
were able to out run and out
last the evil ones. Our father,
in this tumult, became, quite
proficient as a tradesman,
carpenter, barber, butcher,
cook, sales man and black
marketer. Yes the Lubliner
Buccaneer, by necessity,
is what he was, travelling
the country side wearing a
leather jacket way too large
for him, in a confiscated
German motorcycle and
side car, with the markings
still on, trading goods and
stores. Our father, mother and
their previously mentioned
siblings continuously
travelled further and further
east, ultimately arriving in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
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“To this day I am unable to understand how
I managed to survive against all odds." So
relates the memoir of a young woman, Eva
Szek (later Eisenkeit), who survived the Nazi
onslaught against Jews in her beloved city
of Lublin in Poland, an important centre of
Jewish religion and culture. Eva recounts with
compelling testimony her fearless fight not to
fall into German hands and to save her family.
Her experiences under German occupation,
her struggle to survive and her subsequent
liberation are an historical account of the
tragedy of a Jewish community destroyed. The
memoir describes Jewish Lublin life before
the war, its religious institutions and charities;
Polish-Jewish relations; the German bombing
and invasion; the Russian escape options;
the German occupation and registration of
Jews; Eva's escape from the ghetto and two

labour camps; her hiding in villages and

farms, and complex wartime relations with
Poles; her negotiated freedom with Mr. X
(a Polish man who hid Jews for money, and
cannot be considered a "Righteous"); life in
liberated Lublin, including the first Passover
celebration; meeting other survivors and trying
to make a living; and Eva's postwar move to
Lodz and marriage, and then to a Displaced
Persons (DP) camp in Germany. As her eighty-
fifth birthday approached, Eva asked her
daughter Esther to take down her life story "so
the whole world will know what the Germans
did." A Lublin Survivor: Life is Like a Dream
not only provides an extraordinarily complete
and descriptive picture of life in pre-war and
liberated Lublin but a first-hand account of
the obliteration of its Jewish community and
one individual's indomitable determination to

survive against all odds.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lublin-Survivor-Life-Like-Dream/dp/1845199553/ref=sr 1 1?s=books

&ie=UTF8&qid=1535384338&sr=1-1&keywords=A+Lublin+Survivor
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New bhook

A Lublin Survivor: Life is Like a Dream

By Esther Minars

Lublin

SURVIVOR
Lifeis Likeal
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Chairs of memory and longing

The obligation to remember in the Jewish
tradition is a means of shaping life in the
present, and through it the individual builds a
moral value system. Today, seventy-five years
after the Holocaust, we, parents and children,
must utilize memory and never forget. We must
investigate, ask, listen, and tell our daughters and
sons. We are a link in the chain of generations,
and it is our responsibility to instill cultural
heritage from generation to generation.

I straightened the row of chairs on the piano.
My eyes scanned the names etched in black
on the silver plaques. I felt satisfied. My heart
was filled with emotion. There are no words to
describe the feeling: “the Redeemer has come
to Zion.”

With this act, I fulfill my desire to do good, to be
a good person.
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Malca Burstein

Chairs of Memory and Longing

I arranged the chairs - the bronze, which I
created with passion in my soul - in one long
row on the upper part of the piano. The large
chairs represented adult members of the family,
and the small chairs a child. To me, the chairs
symbolize human existence. Resting on the legs
of each chair is a plaque with a name (first and
last), date of birth, and birthplace. These family
members perished in the Holocaust, and the date
of their passing into the afterlife is unknown.
The chair stands firm, expressing nobility and
steadfastness, in contrast with the possibilities
and the fragility of human life.

I invited the dear man to our home, just as we
reserve a seat for the prophet Elijah at Passover,
and for whom we open the door. Now he is
a part of our home. The presence of chairs
commemorating the absent raises questions, and

thus we are introduced to man and his world.

Uri Zvi Grinberg finds praise in two essential
mental powers found in man (both public
and nation), as opposed to beast, which are:
memory and longing. The virtue of memory
is as a constructive force that accumulates life
experience and determines relationships and
evaluations, memory which only on the basis
of the impressions and experiences that persist
in it, determines our diagnosis of good and evil,
between love and hate, and between affirmation
constructive

and negation. The memory

enables the person to process things (using
insight, understanding of things, and morality)
and to apply critical thinking. Thus does the
constructive memory become the foundation
that builds up the core of its moral personality:
values and conscience. Longing is a power of
the mind, which does not remain in the realm
of yearning/longing. “The intention is to attach
the very essence of the person, unique to man,
and the transient human being, to impressions
within his very limited physical boundaries,
penetrating his boundaries like the same sprout
which, through its growth, bursts free of the
crust of its outer layer and leaps into the sky -
breaking its bounds, it becomes a creature similar
to the Creator, infinite and without boundaries,
kissing the edges of purposelessness...” (Dr.
Yehoshua Heschel Yeivin, in his article Memory
and Longing, referring to the poetry of Uri Zvi
Grinberg in the poem Bet, edited by Dr. Y. H.
Yeivin, Jerusalem 1950).

As far as I am concerned, these chairs have built-
in memory and longing. The details of a man’s
past are studied and processed in memory, and
reinforce values in his moral system. Longing is
the same sort of breakthrough and inspiration,
that man will make following his acquaintance
with the personality of the immortal. Memory
is planted in the past, kisses the present
(constructive memory), and longing - looks to
the future.
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al-Karmel and its environment) and their

contribution to the human body.

From Yasmin Center we went to lunch at the
Hadid family, relatives of Tamir and Buthaina.
We parked the vehicles among palm and olive
trees surrounding this beautiful and unique house.
Tamir and Nabil Hadid welcomed us warmly,
and we felt at ease and among family. We sat
in the living room which combines modern and
old style furniture and decorations, and enjoyed
the dishes and cooking that the family members
had served us. We met the mother of the family,
the Hadid couple and one of their children. Each
one of them went back and forth all the time,
bringing a variety of Druze dishes. During the

meal Tamir Hadid told us about the history of

the Druze community, the history of his family,
and their extensive ties to the land and the State
of Israel. The conversation included questions
and answers, comments and insights. We felt at
home and did not want to leave...We left, but
we had a good and sweet taste... the experience

was unique.

It was a lovely and warm winter day. Not because
of the sun, that showed her face from time to
time, but because of the people who succeeded
in moving and enlightening us. And yes, we
now believe that the world could be indeed a
better place. The Druze we met, members of the
Halabi and Hadid families, represent for us the
words of Yitzhak Ben-Zvi: "Peace and charity

begin at home".

Shani Brosh, representative of “Lublin and Vicinity Jewish Heritage Association”,
grants a certificate of appreciation to Buthaina and Tamir Halabi
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collection of paintings. In 2007 Buthaina read an
article in the newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth about
the Holocaust. The article also included pictures
and stories of Holocaust survivors. Buthaina was
shocked and moved to tears, and at that moment
she decided to express in her paintings the pain
and suffering of the Jewish people during the
Holocaust. At that point in time Buthaina began
to study and research the subject. She began to
read books and testimonies of survivors, and
became familiar with concepts such as ghetto,
labor camp, extermination camp, crematoria and
death march. Buthina showed us her drawings
and paintings, one after another (copies of the
paintings... we saw the original paintings in
the second hall after the presentation), and
explained the visible and hidden motifs in them.
Each painting had a unique message. Thus, for
example, in the painting of the gaunt people
Buthaina wanted to emphasize the hunger in the
ghettos; in the painting of the bunks she wanted
to express the overcrowding in the camps. Six
drops of blood on one of the bunks symbolize the
six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust.
Many of the paintings can be discerned by
watching eyes. "These are the eyes of the world
that looks and does nothing," explains Buthaina.
In "The Last Letter", a painting donated to the
Yad Vashem Museum, a girl writes a letter to
an anonymous recipient. In the background of
the painting it is possible to imagine a field of
flowers, but in reality these flowers were people
who spread their hands up, crying out for help.

Buthaina sees her preoccupation with the

Holocaust as a life mission. Her educational
and moral work perpetuates the memory of
the Holocaust, and encourages people to show
openness, ability to listen and tolerance to others.
These values were also entrusted to her three
children. The eldest daughter Iva, a graduate
of ORT Ronson high school in Isfiya, received
the ORT Israel prize for outstanding social and
community student. The certificate she received
says: "Iva is an example of a student who is
characterized by moral and ethical codes deeply
rooted in her studies and her attitude to the other,

to society and to humanity in general".

Buthaina Halabi has won numerous awards
for her blessed work. In May 2018, Massuah —
The Institute for Holocaust Studies — awarded
her the Education Prize for the year 2018 for
"her contribution to the teaching of Holocaust
remembrance in combination with arts,
promoting tolerance and intercultural dialogue,
and combating anti-Semitism and racism".
Buthaina managed to amaze and excite us. The

meeting with her left us astounded.

We continued our tour of the town. We drove
again, following Tamir, at this time towards
Yasmin Center — a center for medicinal plants,
that also includes an information and a guidance
center for visitors. We met the owner, Futa
Halabi, and she explained that plants can help
us maintain our health and maintain a healthy
life. We watched a short film describing these

plants (most of which can be found in Daliyat
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Sarit Brosh

We and the Druze and everything between

us: A tour of Daliyat al-Karmel

In July 2017, when we were on a bus from
Warsaw to Lublin, I heard some women talking
about the "Bubalach" — hot pancakes made from
dark flour that were sold in Poland mainly in
the winter. I immediately remembered that on
my first visit to Buthaina Halabi, the first Druze
artist to commemorate the Holocaust, I saw a
painting of two women wrapped in blankets
sitting on a street corner in the Lublin ghetto.
Buthaina told me then that one of the Holocaust
survivors she met, explained that under their
clothes they were hiding Bubalach cookies
(so that they would not get cold). On that trip
the idea was initiated: to organize a tour to the
gallery for Holocaust’s Commemoration at
Daliyat al-Karmel, and at the same time to learn

about the Druze community.

On Saturday, January 20th, 2018, 34 people
from the Israeli Organization of Lublin and
Pulawy Jewry, including the third generation
and together with my daughter Shani Brosh and
myself, were on our way to Daliyat al-Karmel.
We met at the gas station in the town with Tamir
Halabi, the artist's husband and her "agent".
Tamir led us through the narrow alleys of the
town to their home, where the gallery is located.

At the entrance to the gallery we already felt

warmth and openness, as Buthaina welcomed us

with blessings.

The gallery is divided into two halls. In the main
hall Buthaina hosts groups and individuals.
On the walls you can see many certificates of
appreciation and recognition from Israel and
abroad. Many visitors make a "pilgrimage"
wishing to listen to Buthaina Halabi's story,
to understand how "a female Druze got to the

topic of the Holocaust" and to see the exciting

Two women in the Lublin ghetto  (Photo: Sarit Brosh)
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The “Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre” Centre

The well - restoration work

In 2017, the year which marks the 700th
anniversary of the founding of Lublin and the
granting of the Magdeburg rights to the city, an
idea was born to renovate the brick structure

enclosing the well situated in Ruska Street.

The well located in the shunting yard of the
central bus station provided water for the
inhabitants of Lublin until the very outbreak
of WWII. Back then, the well marked the
intersection of two streets — Ruska and
Szeroka, and thus stood in the very heart of
the Jewish District. Today, the structure is one
of the very few remnants of Podzamcze, the
district of Lublin which was otherwise entirely

demolished after 1943.

The first activities aimed at restoration of the
well were undertaken in 2017. They started with
the assessment of the feasibility of carrying out
renovation work aimed at conservation and
safeguarding the brick structure enclosing the
well, providing the building with glazing on its

east-western axis, installing illumination panels

as well as replacing the surface surrounding
the well. As a consequence, preliminary work
was carried out inside the structure, and the
restoration project was prepared. The design
was elaborated by Maciej Herman from Herman
and Partners Associated Architects in Lublin.
Conservation and renovation work on the
structure of the well commenced on the 12th of
March 2018, under the supervision of Monika
Konkolewska from the Art Conservation

Studio in Lublin.

All of the activities relating to restoration work
were undertaken on the initiative of the Julian
and Raphael Mahari family and the Rotary
Club Lublin Centrum. The endeavour was
backed by the following institutions: Lublin
Stations PLC, the Voivodeship Conservator
of Monuments in Lublin, Lublin City Office,
“QGrodzka Gate — NN Theatre” Centre, as well

as private parties.

The official opening of the structure took place

on the 16th of April 2018.
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Photos from “Grodzka Gate — NN Theatre” archives.

B EMPATHY AND MEMORY

Tomasz Pietrasiewicz photo by Piotr Sztajdel. In the Gate, in the activities carried out here,
a symbolical Polish-Jewish meeting space is created
— a ground for discussing the past and making the fu-
ture. Jews who come here often ask us: “Why do you
do this? After all, you are not Jewish. You are Poles
and the Jewish town is not your history”. Poles often
ask: “Why do you do this? After all, you are Poles and
the Jewish town is not our history. Or maybe you are
Jewish?” We explain patiently that this, in fact, is our
common, Polish-Jewish history. To remember the
murdered Jews you do not have to be Jewish. To re-
member the murdered Poles you do not have to be
Polish. The world we live in needs more Gates like
ours. It is thanks to places like these that — in keep-

ing with the Jewish idea of Tikkun olam (“healing the
world”) — we indeed make it better. The difficult process of disclosing the memory of the Jewish Town
of Lublin demonstrates how tightly the life of each community is bound with the process of remember-
ing the past. It is easy to beautify our own history and thus perceive it from one point of view. Howev-
er, mythologizing the past without a critical insight can become a treacherous tool generating future con-
flicts. This is why the contemporary world — so diverse and so deeply divided — needs more empathy,
compassion and the ability to understand others. In Lublin, such an understanding especially embraces the
memory of its Jewish inhabitants murdered during the Holocaust.

*, Tomasz Pietrasiewicz
@
Nt

TEATR NN .PL

www.facebook.com/brama.grodzka/ www.teatrnn.pl www.youtube.com/user/BramaGrodzka

0SRODEK
BRAMA
GRODZKA
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B THE SURROUNDINGS OF THE GATE

The great space on one side of the Gate — where the Castle stands — is the area of the former
Jewish Quarter. In 1939, among the 120,000 citizens of Lublin there were nearly 43,000 Jews. During WW I
the Jewish citizens of Lublin were murdered by the Nazis and the Jewish district destroyed. On commencing
our work at the Grodzka Gate in the early 1990s we knew nothing of the history of the Lublin Jews. We were
not even aware that the enormous, empty space on the one side of the Gate hides the story of the Jewish
Town with its houses, synagogues and streets; we knew nothing of the Gate leading to a non-existent Jewish
Town. A big part of this terrain still remains covered with the concrete shell of a parking lot, under which,

together with the foundations of the former Jewish buildings, the memory of their inhabitants is concealed.

oS o Sl 4

Photo from “Grodzka Gate — NN Jewish District Before WW Il and Photo by Rafat Michatowski

Theatre” archives. today non-existent Jewish Town. wniebowziete.pl, 2017

H MEMORY AND RESPONSIBILITY

It was then — at the very onset of our activity — that we had to face a weighty decision as to what
should the meaning of the NN Theatre’s accidental location be next to the empty space left by the Jewish
Town. A space which came into being only after its former Jewish occupants had been murdered and their dis-
trict razed to the ground. It seemed to us something deeply immoral to create a cultural institution in a place
so unusual and not to refer to it in some special way. In effect, our presence in this place, the Grodzka Gate,
has come to mean for us a taking on of responsibility for the Memory of the now non-existent Jewish Town
of Lublin and the terrible fact of its annihilation. In his statements, Czestaw Mitosz repeatedly emphasised that
what is left after the Shoah is the “sullied, blood-stained, desecrated” soil. Commenting on the thoughts of
Mitosz, Jan Blonski in his famous essay entitled The Poor Poles look at the Ghetto writes:

“(...) blood has remained on the walls, the soil soaked up blood, whether we want it or not. Our memory and our
very selves are also soaked up with this blood. So we must cleanse ourselves, and this means we must see ourselves
in the light of truth. Without such an insight, our home, our soil, we ourselves, will remain tainted. This is [...] the
message of our poet. [This blood] calls for remembrance, prayer, and justice. (...) That collective memory which
finds its purest voice in poetry and literature cannot forget this bloody and hideous defilement. It cannot pretend
that it never occurred. (...) The desecration of Polish soil occurred and we have not yet discharged our duty of seek-
ing expiation. In this graveyard, the only way to achieve this is to face up to our duty of viewing our past truthfully”.

The translation comes from the book The Grodzka Gate — Circles of Memory by Tomasz Pietrasiewicz,
published by the “Grodzka Gate — NN Theatre” Centre (Ed. Aleksandra Zinczuk, Lublin, 2008).
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“One Land Two Temples” Mystery “Poem Of The Place” Mystery

Photos by: Marta Kubiszyn, Joanna Zetar

In 2006, the Grodzka Gate took over a cultural site, which was reimagined as the Underground Trail,
a place where the story of the development of Lublin, from it is very beginning, is being told. In 2008 the
Centre salvaged an old printing house, saving it from destruction, a building which is now a thriving cultural
centre called The House of Words, and currently delivers programs related to books and their history, as well
as literature and poetry.

For the 75th anniversary of the liquidation of Lublin’s ghetto, and the beginning of Operation
Reinchard, Grodzka Gate created a Memory Trail entitled ‘Lublin: Memory of the Holocaust’.

One of many stone plates at the
Memory Trail entitled “Lublin: Memory
of the Holocaust”.

Photo by: Alicja Magiera

Presently, the Grodzka Gate Centre conducts its activities and programs from three different sites,
including Godzka Gate, the Underground Trail (located in Trybunat) and The House of Words (Zmigréd
street). And it is at all of these places where the fascinating and multilayered story of Lublin is told.
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"GRODZKA GATE — NN THEATRE" CENTRE

+
OSRODEK

BRAMA | & "
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N

TEATR NN .PL

The ‘Grodzka Gate — NN Theatre’ Centre is a local government cultural institution based in Lublin.
It is located in the I4th century building, the ‘Grodzka Gate’, a place which has also been known as a Jewish
Gate, which in the past was a passage between the Christian and Jewish districts of the town. Grodzka Gate
refers to the symbolic meaning of ‘gate’ as a place which linked various cultures and religions.

Here, at Grodzka Gate, taking the form of an ‘Ark of Memory’, the salvage of old photographs,
documents and memories began. In the area surrounding the Grodzka Gate, exactly where the former
Jewish Town was located, the NN Theatre has delivered a number of artistic projects, all of which have
helped to facilitate the memory of past people and events, as well as encourage mourning for the victims
of the Holocaust.

“Grodzka Gate — NN Theatre” Centre: events and exhibiton. From left: “One Land Two Temples” Mystery - photo by Marta
Kubiszyn, “Memory Of The Place” Exhibition photos by Joanna Zetar.
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I think about how Tomek has gathered these
threads of humanity together, threads that had
been scattered to the winds years before. It
would be easy to imagine that we might never
have come together this way, after what our
families suffered, after we had built lives in such
distant places. The tapestry of Jewish Lublin
could easily have remained forever unraveled,
without so much as a corner reassembled. But
because Tomek, and those like him believed it
was possible to make space for us — scattered
and fragmented though we might be — to return
here, we found ourselves that morning July
morning, remembering those that came before

us, on the very land where they once stood.

And as we stood there at that spot of such
brutality, one woman in our group said she
wanted to sing a Yiddish partisan song. Two
other women joined her. I did not know if this
was planned or spontaneous but it felt fitting
to me, standing there among the Lubliners—
Jewish and non-Jewish alike— hearing their
strong voices sing out, in Yiddish, the language
of our forbears, “Mir Zaynen Do!” “We are

Here!”

August 2018

‘Mir Zaynen Do!”  (Photo: Teatr NN)
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Pani Wadistawa places flowers  (Photo: Teatr NN)

And as I stood there, I was overcome suddenly
by the awareness that Ms. Majczak might have
seen my own great aunts—Chana, Elka, Cyla
and my great uncle Icek, and their children,
Avigail, Eljusz, Chanina, Henek, Nechemiasz
and others whose names have vanished with the
all the details of their lives—walking this path.
My footsteps could have been walking on the
same stones that they once walked on—their
last walk in Lublin. Minutes after hearing her
imploring us not to forget, as we walked on, |
found myself leaning on my friend Grzegorz, as
the grief for my murdered ancestors and for the
colossal absence of our community swept over
me. | sobbed uncontrollably, unexpectedly; and

he held me up.

The respect, the reverence, that Tomek, Grzegorz,

that all the people at Brama Grodzka have for
us, the descendants, and for Pani Majczak, the
witness, is crucial in allowing for healing. They
acknowledge the pain of all parties who lived on
this land and do not engage in a competition of
suffering. And they don’t only acknowledge the
pain, they allow those in pain to lean on them for
support as part of the healing process—whether it
is Pani Wadistawa as she recounts her agonizing
testimony, me as I grieve for the family and history
I lost, or scores of us as we retrace our ancestors’
steps along the path to the Umschlagplatz. We
walk side by side, guided by our friends from
Brama Grodzka, passing the beautiful markers

they have built in remembrance.
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Tomek Pietrasiewicz, the founder and director
of Brama Grodzka-Teatr-NN, put much thought
into in his presentation of Brama Grodzka’s
work and his appreciation of us Lubliners during
the Reunion. Before the opening ceremony he
told me he planned to speak in Polish. “Why?”
I admonished him, “Your English is fine.” But
he would not be moved. He was adamant that
he wanted to choose the exact words to express
his ideas. Even though his speech would be
translated by an interpreter, he felt the importance
of speaking with the nuance and reverence due
to the sacredness of the place and the occasion.
This gathering of the remnants of Jewish Lublin
was an extremely meaningful event for Tomek,
who dedicates his life to creating and sustaining
the memory of Jewish Lublin. And it was even
more significant because the Lubliner Reunion
was part of the 700th anniversary of the founding
of the city of Lublin.

One of Tomek’s strengths is his appreciation of
fragments. He understands that there are stories,
history, photographs, names, that we may never
know fully. But he still considers it vital to
preserve and honor what we have, and also to
have reverence for the empty spaces, because of
who and what once filled them. In gathering
us, the remnants of a fragmented community,
for five days in Lublin in July 2017, he was
holding space for perhaps the most precious
fragments of all—the living, breathing human
fragments of a lost world. We are the proof that

the Germans did not accomplish their goal of

wiping out all memory of Jewish Poland, and

more specifically, Jewish Lublin.

I often say that when I am in Lublin I feel the
ghosts of my ancestors walking these streets.
But the walk to the Umschlagplatz was a unique
experience. Much thought was given to that
long walk. Tomek had set up a sound system
so that he could speak at certain points along
the way (in Polish, as I said earlier, through an
interpreter). At one intersection, a woman was
waiting for us. Her name is Wadistawa Majczak,
and Tomek had arranged for her to wait for us
there, so she could tell the story of what she
had seen and heard so many years before. Now
an old woman, she had, of course, been much
younger when she, a non-Jew, had seen the Jews
being marched to their deaths. She had heard
the terrible sounds of their fear and suffering;
she had seen a young woman, close to her age,
lying dead on the ground. And now, she stood
in the summer light, telling her story, clinging
to Tomek’s arm. As he leaned down to hold the
microphone for her, I felt that the bowing of his
head expressed not only attentiveness, but also a
deep reverence. I cannot forget that image—of
Tomek, leaning down, and this woman leaning
on him—her two hands gripping his forearm, as
if drawing the strength from him to give her the
power to voice these memories. It struck me that
there are so many memories, so many fragments
of lives and deaths that need that strength. I
could almost see those silenced voices, those lost

lives, those nameless souls, clinging to him too.
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Leora Tec

Remembering Together

One sunlit morning, in July of 2017, more than a
hundred Jews of Lublin ancestry walked together,
side by side with our non-Jewish Polish hosts,
along a path to the Umschlagplatz in Lublin.
Many of our relatives had been marched along
these same streets, to this same place, before
being shipped off to the death camp Betzec, where
28,000 of Lublin’s 43,000 Jews were murdered.
It would have been an emotional event in any
case, but it was made even more so because
our hosts—Tomek Pietrasiewicz and members
of the Brama Grodzka team - accompanied us.
Indeed, they had created a memorial along this
route, consisting of twenty-two stone markers.
These markers are engraved with the story of the
marches, from the point of view of those who
witnessed them, almost eighty years ago. Now
the stones themselves act as silent witnesses
to that trail, one of several paths along which
Jews were forced to walk to their deaths. For
me, the walk to the Umschlagplatz was the most
emotional of the myriad events that took place at
the Lubliner Reunion in 2017. Those of you who
attended the reunion will remember that it would
have been impossible to see and participate
in every event, film, performance, lecture,
gathering or memorialization during those few
days. It was an embarrassment of riches! But
perhaps you will also remember, as I do with this

walk, certain moments that stayed with you.

I recently talked to one Reunion participant who
said that the week of the Reunion was the best
week of his life. When I asked him why, he told
me it was very emotional for him to be with so
many people who shared the same ancestry. I can
understand that. The Germans wanted to destroy
us and yet here we are—fragmented and few in
number to be sure —but proof that the memory of
Jewish Lublin is alive. And Brama Grodzka-Teatr
NN, our hosts for the Reunion, remind us that the
memory of Jewish Lublin is alive not only for Jews,
but for the descendants of our Polish neighbors
as well. Brama Grodzka’s fifty staff members are
all non-Jews and they work tirelessly day in and
day out to do the work of Jewish remembrance.
I remember when I first encountered their work
in 2005, I was moved and amazed that these
people were remembering my people—Jews,
and, specifically, Lublin Jews. My mother’s was
one of three nuclear families that survived the
War (mother, father, sister and herself) but she
lost much of her extended family, including her
four aunts, Golda, Chana, Elka and Zelda, and
the children of three of them; her grandparents
Syma and Pejsach Finkielsztajn; her uncle Icek
and his wife and children; her uncle Gerszon’s
wife Cyla and their son Eljusz. Eljusz, according
to my grandmother, had looked remarkably like
Gerszon’s daughter Giselle, born after the War in

America, part of his second family.
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memory of the community and will ignite a
candle which will illuminate the road to a better
future. The warm and friendly relationship with
the people in "Grodezka gate — NN theater" in
Lublin will continue.

New from the shelf

» The association offers its members excursions
and enrichment tours throughout Israel. The
excursions which were held so far were very
successful, and the participants enjoyed them
very much.

* OnMarch 17,2019, seventy seven years after
the beginning of the liquidation of the Lublin
ghetto, we shall hold a commemorative
meeting and an excursion to Yad Vashem in
Jerusalem.

* An excursion to the Lublin district is planned
for the summer of 2019.

* In accordance with the suggestion of our
member Tzvika Rubin, we started a collection
of Polish recipes and other information about
the Polish cuisine.

» Together with the Rishon Le Zion (twin town

to Lublin) municipality, the "NN Theater"
and the Lublin municipality, we shall start
in April 2019 a project of youth exchanges.
Young people from Israel and from Lublin
will visit the homes of descendants of the
Lublin district in order to document the past
and learn about it, and to enjoy a common
experience. We all hope that this project will
become a tradition.

* Next year we will start a campaign to
strengthen the links between Lublin
descendants from all over the world.

I will be happy to get suggestions for additional
activities from all of you. Do not hesitate to
contact me at any time and by any means.

The activity of the association is made possible
by your good will and enthusiasm, but also
thanks to your generosity and your contributions.
Please contribute generously to the best of your
capabilities.

I will be happy to meet you at conferences,
activities and memorial services.

Dear members of:

""Lublin and Vicinity Jewish Heritage Association"”

Rishon LeZion and Lublin have renewed their
cooperation to a higher level.

Rishon LeZion and Lublin have been Sister
Cites since 1992 and during this time there has
been cooperation on many levels.

For the past two years, the connections between
the Cities has grown, become more personal and
now, the cooperation is flourishing.

There will be many mutual projects in the coming
years, together with the "Lublin and Vicinity
Jewish Heritage Association", the Municipality

of Lublin and residents of both Cities.

I wish to thank everyone involved in making this
wonder and special friendship and cooperation
work.

Annette Ben-Shahar
Director of Foreign Relations

RISHON
LEZION
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Tzvika Shulman

From the Chairman's Desk

Dear Members,

First of all, I want to express my deep thanks
to attorney Yossi Dakar for his long years of
devoted service as chairman of the Lublin
Association. Yossi led the association to
outstanding achievements. He preserved the
tradition of the annual conventions and the
annual commemorations, contributed greatly to
the publication of the yearbook, "Kol Lublin"
and maintained close contact with the members
of the organization. Yossi developed the close
relationship with the people of "Grodezka gate —
NN theater" in Lublin and organized excursions
and trips devoted to the study of our roots in
Lublin and its neighborhood. We all remember
the meeting in Lublin in July 2017, a meeting
which started with a concert organized by Yossi
and which ended five days later with great

emotions of all the worldwide participants. Yossi
also supported the merger with the descendants
of Pulawy and the new tradition of having the
Polish Dinner, a tradition expanding every year.
Attorney Yossi Dakar was elected as honorary
president of the new association which we
established last year: The Lublin and vicinity
Jewish Heritage Association. My best wishes
to Yossi, to Noya and to their family and we
wish them many more years of activity and of
good health.

My father, Yakov Shulman deceased, was born
in Lublin. My mother, Hella (Walfish) Shulman
deceased, was born in Wyszogrod near Warsaw.
Both my parents lost many members of their
families in the Holocaust. Until the age of fifty
I repressed the subject of my Polish roots. Ten
years ago I started to take an interest, to go to
commemorations and to travel to Poland. The
link with Lublin became an inseparable part of
my life.

In April 2018 I was asked to lead the Association
that we had decided to establish, I accepted this
position with joy and might.

We decided to continue all the traditions that had
accompanied us for many years, and in addition
to open the association to new communities
to the descendants of Lublin and Pulawy who
were not in our lists and so far have shown little
interest in the activities of the organization, to
the third generation, and to our brethren all over
the world. The ten members of the Association
Committee meet monthly, in order to make
the association a home that will keep alive the
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Members of Lublin and vicinity heritage association in Dalyat al-Karmel
with Buthaina Halabi - the first Druze artist to commemorate the Holocaust




