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Today’s holiday — you’re not supposed to cry... (chapter | H)
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He calls me Pupik as he flicks my belly button with his fingers. (chapter | B)
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Our neighbor Pessi, you should pardon me, told a big lie. She said twelve were eating at her table, but
according to my count, I'm the fourteenth. It appears she forgot to include among the eaters Boruch the
blind uncle. (chapter Il D)
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Mazel tov! | know the whole kaddish by heart, as well as the special kaddish.in shul | stand on a bench and
chant the kadish masterfully like an expert. (chapter Il B)
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Morgenshtern female gymnastics team with their coach David Rozenwajn
[Teatr NN: The collection of glass plate negatives from 4 Rynek street in Lublin]
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The picture of my father with friends in front of the building where the picture was taken
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What makes you feel alive? &,

8\

3
The purr of a cat, 9
the taste of pasta with tomatoes, A %

or even a good night kiss.
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Write down the things that make
you feel the same way or give-
this postcard to someone you
care about.
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"The postcard project"
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Jumping in the air while getting the postcards
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The most important thing is that we see each other!
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With every step, the skies gradually closed above us
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A letter Moshe Gradel sent
in 13.5.1941 from this post
office to his sons Emanuel
and Samuel in Siberia
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My father in his "office" - the
dining area in his home
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Bystrzyca River. At that place Judith's mother
escaped from the death march
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Judith shows the participants the Righteous Among
the Nations certificate given to Tadeusz Ziemba
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Grodzka 16 Street
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Grodzka 16 Street in the ghetto, the place where my
grandmother Leah was murdered
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My mother Sara Rayer (nee Leder), my brother Shimon, my father Mordechai Rayer and | (Leah)
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The journey to Lublin with my dear daughter Sarit
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Mother and daughter in Lublin, 2023
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Shimon at the Synagogue in Krakow
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Krolewska 13 Street
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With my brother Shimon in Krolewska 13 Street, a house and a hotel that my
grandmother Sara Leder had managed
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Touring the streets of Lublin with my brother

70



v MY

'72192 D'X2*)2190 012D NliNI D'DYN
2023 "))

17902 D) WNRN NMNNN SNV R NDDI 9P MIN
999) 9VDIVYM ,OY W JaNP YIY (NUNINI NI
MMPN PN YDA PROVIN DY NN N)IYNI
9P NN PTPTIN .I9D N2 M1AY L P9 »anHa
NPROTIND MDPPNRNY YPNVDNN DT PHIP VI
191D YD DOV VY DNV WTIPN NONDN DY ,N1Daa

MOV N9
s ]
= : / a:m«u.ul
Sara (Sura)
Balabaum

N/tHa

I922 WYInN NP DY 1IN DAY PID D PN
MO NIRIPY MXID 7PN 2N INPA VI I2TH
TONN ,NIHA2 PNOTINN NONIN L9 ANN NN IPON
DN NNRD INNNA .NMNN SNV 551010 VD1
PO HY OURIN 21N MDD ONTIT dNAD NN
792N MDY SNTYIT DINI NINND NNNNI ;1935-2

NI922 O NTYTHY DNNN MY MY OINN 1’02101 IVI2

179 N A7 ='NTITE TUID NAIN,NA0 - NTPIN NDINYNAN 10DIDN NX AAXN Y172 [INTIN NYNIN D17 NIIX
1942 YIN21 Y1722 INY MY

Ewa Koper (Manager of the Belzec Museum) introducing the poster from the mobile exhibition - Hanna Frajd
(My mother's mother) and Rivka-Regina Frajd (My mother's sister), who were killed in Belzec, March 17, 1942
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My mother, Yochewed Frajd

Hatzioni in Lublin, 1935
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Lubliner Reunion 2023

HANOAR HATZIONI (The Zion/st Youth Movement)
BEFORE; DURING AND AFTER THE HOLOCAUST

Yecheved Fryd Flumenker & Friends

NNN7DN 197 72172 YN YN 7Y AXID WIN1 DY
Flumenker, Counselor at Hanoar Sarit Brosh presenting HANOAR HATZIONI BEFORE, DURING AND

AFTER THE HOLOCAUST, Yocheved Fryd Flumenker & Friends
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Having lunch at the home of Marzenna and Piotr Sendecki, Non-Jewish Lubliners
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Meeting in Zamosc with Halina, the
Polish caregiver of my mother in the
last 10 years of her life
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Happy to meet again
Danuta, our longtime friend
from Lublin
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Celebrating with the "Napoleon" cake at
the Chmelevski Coffee Shop and Bakery,
in memory of my mother who used to buy
there the "Napoleonchik" cake when she
was a childfrom Lublin
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Donations

There is a long tradition of our association not to oblige people to pay for
membership in the association, or for having "Kol Lublin”. Running the
association and especially issuing "kol Lublin” require however considerable
financial expense.

If you feel that issuing "kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the
association are worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and
freewill contribution to the “Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association”.

Such donation can be effected either by:

- Bank transfer account of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage
Association, Bank Hapoalim 12, Branch Poleg 771, Account No. 019876

« A cheque in order of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association
mailed to Yuval Avidar, 55 Sokolov St. Netanya 4225433, ISRAEL.

- IBAN: 1L 950127710000000019876
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I'spent my first month in Poland living in Krakow
where [ dived right in. This included Jewish tours
of Krakow, Auschwitz, and Schindler’s factory.
I also mixed in some lighter activities like trying
the delicious new foods of the country (zurek
became an instant favourite).

As this initial month came to a close, I packed
up again and hopped into a car to begin the next
adventure-- moving to Lublin. About an hour
after arriving to Lublin, before even moving into
housing, I had a Zoom interview with Artza, a
Jewish Israeli start-up founded in the pandemic
to help support small businesses across Israel as
tourism had stopped. Artza curates items from
the small businesses into a subscription box for
American Christians who love Israel and want
to support artisans and business owners in the
Land.

On that day I moved to Lublin, I accepted the
job. Though I didn’t realise it at the moment,
this job would become especially meaningful to

PRRATY NN W

me while I live in Poland, particularly as would
continue to delve deeper into the heavy history
surrounding me.

My first visit to Memorial Museum of the
former Nazi concentration camp, Majdanek,
was in the spring of 2021 where I discovered
something that would also greatly shape my
entire time in Lublin. The Catholic University of
Lublin’s law building (Collegium Iuridicum at
Spokojna 1) was the former SS Headquarters for
Operation Reinhardt. This operation sought to
eradicate all Jews in the General Government.
In the end the operation murdered 1.7 million
Jews. Due to the pandemic, I had not yet had
classes in this building; however, months later |
would regularly attend classes there. Each time
I entered, thoughts would float to the back of my
mind reminding me of evil that had been carried
out in these very walls.

I felt responsible to do something to help
with Holocaust commemoration. Therefore, I
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volunteered at the Brama Grodzka helping with
the English translations of the Map of Places
Related to Operation Reinhardt. I could not see
Lublin the same. | was constantly reminded of
the events that took place around each corner,
especially the Spokojna 1 building.

I struggled with this balance between
remembering the atrocities and the necessity to
move forward. I would chat about this with a
Jewish friend in Israel who is a descendant of
a Lublin survivor. She would regularly remind
me of the importance of, while remembering
the Shoah, to cultivate life (chai) as the Shoah
had sought the exact opposite. As Dr Edith
Eger, a survivor, profoundly states, “We can’t
choose to vanish the dark, but we can choose
to kindle the light.” How can I kindle light in
this dark building today? It was then I realised
I was already kindling some light! During class
breaks I would open my laptop and respond to
some work emails or create a social media post.

It seemed mundane, yet each small work task
became filled with meaning and hope. In the same
land where Jews were once mass murdered, 1
can today work on my laptop supporting Jewish
life in Israel. Operation Reinhardt tragically
resulted in the destruction of so much Jewish
life here; however, it certainly did not end the
Jewish story. Jewish life continues today, and as
a gentile I am honoured to support Jewish life,
especially from Lublin.

I will never understand what it is like to
have family perish in the Shoah. I will never
understand what it is like to have a survivor
as a grandparent. However, [ can grieve
alongside my Jewish friends and consider how
I, as a Christian, can take responsibility today
for myself and my community to ensure that
Christians do our part to defend and support our
Jewish friends and neighbours. By these efforts,
I have discovered that we truly can all choose to
kindle light in the darkest of places.

Bringing 6 roses to Majdanek for the 6 million
on Yom HaShoah

(92) 17



Holly Kemph

Kindling Light in a Former SS Building

“What are you doing in Poland?” I am asked
this at least once a week by people both in
and outside Poland. It seems strange that an
American with absolutely no Polish ties would
opt to live nonetheless in the 9th largest town in
Poland.

Prior to this move, I spent three eye-opening
months in Israel for a Jewish-Christian relations
fellowship. An Orthodox Jewish woman, Dr.
Faydra Shapiro, led us (a small group of American
Christians) in learning more about the history
between our faiths as well as exploring the hope
for a brighter future. These months were filled
with many deep and challenging discussions.
Many of our conversations would return to the
tragedy of the Shoah (the Holocaust).

I found it particularly startling to learn that many
Jews are of the perspective that the Holocaust
was something Christians had perpetrated
against their Jewish neighbours. I had always
associated the Shoah with Nazi Germany; the
Christianity in which I was raised and with
which I was familiar with would have never
condoned the Shoah.

Dr. Shapiro further explained that, for centuries,
Europe had been the epicentre of Christianity
and Jews were the minority. Therefore,
Jewish security was always in the hands of
the Christians in power. She also explained

how Judaism is a belief and ethnicity whereas
Christianity is belief-based. As a result, from a
Jewish perspective someone born in a Christian
family could be perceived as Christian even if
they never professed belief in Christianity. It
challenged me to think in completely different
spheres.

Upon returning to the States, friends and
family would ask me, “What did you learn in
Israel?” I could not share my experience without
discussing the Shoah. It profoundly struck a
chord within me. However, I had never even
visited a concentration camp. I had grown up
hearing about them, reading about them, and
even learning about my great grandfather who
was a World War II bombardier completing over
73 missions (most did not complete more than
25) of which two missions involved being tasked
with killing Hitler. But somehow it all seemed
quite distant. It was time for me to descend into
the depths of this evil history, pay respects, and
learn. The best way to learn about something is
to go there and confront it.

Three years ago, I packed my bags and moved
to Poland, to complete a university degree
while dedicating my free time to trying to better
understand how the atrocities of the Shoah could
have happened and how Christian theology
and history could have impacted Christian
involvement.
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The Catholic University of Lublin’s law building (Collegium luridicum at Spokojna 1)

The former SS Headquarters for Operation Reinhardt, 1942

[Photo: Teatr NN. Mark Gromaszki collection]
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Had there not been a Shoah, it would surely be
our generation’s duty to care for these burial
places of our ancestors. How much more so,
given the Shoah, does the duty fall upon our
generation to take on such tasks! It would be
nice if Germany, responsible for the devastation
at these three cemeteries and the elimination
of 90% of the population who would naturally
be taking responsibility for these cemeteries,
took it upon itself to fund protective efforts.
But Germany has chosen largely to avoid
such obligations. It would be nice if Poland,
which drove out of most the Shoah survivors
and their descendants postwar and then which
cut the New cemetery in half in the 1960s and
uses half of it as a park, would look upon these
cemeteries as truly their own and provided

funding for keeping them clean. The Jewish
community of Warsaw, now owner of these
cemeteries, does provide for the simplest of
maintenance, but the task of being caretaker for
three cemeteries is put entirely in the hands of
one kind-hearted elderly man and the task far
exceeds his physical capacity and the Jewish
community’s financial capacity. The Jewish
community of Lublin is lovely, but it is tiny and,
in practical terms, seemingly, as a physician
might say, “on life-support” itself, with its
last president having completed her term this
past June, and no one interested in being her
successor. A handful of exceptionally kind-
hearted local heroic non-Jewish volunteers,
affiliated with Brama Grodska, or with the local
Studnia Pamieci (Well of Memory) association
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Ezra Korn-Meyer cleaning the Wieniawa cemetery Grounds
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does basic cleaning from time to time. But
volunteers on a shoe-string budget can do only
so much.

If any of you dear readers are interested in
supporting the ongoing preservation of the
dignity of the resting grounds of our ancestors
in Lublin or elsewhere in Poland or in helping us
continue running our JewishGen co-sponsored
trips, or are perhaps interested in participating
in one, please contact me. While such trips are
serious (as visiting the sites of our ancestral
pain in Poland must be), they are also life-
affirming, and as you see from the smiles of
our participants, a source of true joy in terms
of being with each other and doing meaningful

mitzvot. One Hebrew nickname for a cemetery
is ©»n M2 (house of life). We can’t bring our
dead back to life, but as the acronym nasn
on Jewish tombstones has historically stated,
we can make sure that their memory remains
protected and part of our lives.

Dan Oren, MD
Volunteer President

Friends of Jewish Heritage in Poland, a non-
profit organization

Mail: doren@FJHP.org

JewishGen Fellows Group at the Monument on the Wieniawa cemetery Grounds
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A superb Polish-language book documenting
the matzevot and their inscriptions (in the
original Hebrew and translated to Polish) is
Professor Andrzej Trzcinski’s Swiadkem Jest Ta
Stela. The surviving matzevot at this cemetery
are also photographed and indexed on-line at
https://cemetery.jewish.org.pl/list/c_55
on the Foundation for Documentation of
Jewish Cemeteries in Poland database. At
https://cemetery.jewish.org.pl/list/c_56
one can also see documentation of the surviving
matzevot at the “New” cemetery.

The “New” cemetery, where our younger
travelers visited and where our older travelers
cleaned matzevah fragments and a World
War II memorial, opened in 1829 when the
older one was reaching capacity. The physical
tragedy of the Shoah is painfully apparent
here. The pre-war matzevot here are fragments

moved here from other locations. The German
devastation of the cemetery grounds, in which
surely many of this journal’s readers’ ancestors
are still buried was essentially total. In the
1960s, the local Polish Communist leadership
turned half the grounds into park by placing a
road through the cemetery and the Catholic one
across the street (so harming that as well). The
memorial in the Jewish cemetery where the
German-massacred Lublin orphanage children
and nurses were reburied postwar was a fitting
place for “Neshama” traveler group to hold a
memorial ceremony at the conclusion of our
cleaning effort. Despite the powerful brutalist-
style architecture of the Hall of Memory
established on the site by Sarah and Manfred
Frenkel, amidst the defining absence of the
matzevot of our forebears, it is hard to think

of anything but the tragedy of this space for all
practical purposes representing the death of the
Lublin Jewish community.
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Jeri Ann Karlbserg, Sandra Gogel, and Beth Clark cleaning matzevah
fragments at the New cemetery
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The Wieniawa Jewish cemetery is the third
Lublin cemetery owned by the Warsaw Jewish
community. Dating back to the late 1700s, it
was in use through 1940. It was part of the
once-separate town of Wieniawa (also called
Tshekhev or Chekhov), that was formally
incorporated into the larger city of Lublin in
1916. The majority of Wieniawa residents
were Jewish prior to its incorporation and 70%
were Jewish by 1939. Located just north of
the Saski garden, this cemetery was destroyed
by the Germans in 1940 in preparation for a
stadium that exists to this day partly on the
cemetery grounds. The rest of the cemetery
is an overgrown and uncared for field used
by young people seeking isolated privacy for
drinking and other social activities. A few
of this cemetery’s surviving matzevot were
moved to the grounds of the New cemetery

e

after the war, and a memorial monument was
placed on the Wieniawa cemetery grounds.
Although (contrary to halacha) there is no
longer a fence around this cemetery, it is
virtually inaccessible to the physical challenge
of scrambling up a very steep hillside. That
is fine for teenagers and 20-somethings, but
extremely difficult for the generations likely
to be reading this journal or wanting to pay
our respects to the place where our deceased
lie. In one short day, our student group cleared
out ten large bags of tiny trash (mostly snack
wrappers, cigarette butts, and beer bottles)
knowing they were still leaving much behind.
Our students operating the weedwhackers
cleared out a large area surrounding the
monument so that for a moment in time the
space could be dignified for our end-of-
student trip memorial ceremony.

e (5

Lublin Jewish community president Agnieskza Litman and students in the
trash collection Gang
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Neshama trip participants learning how to use a weedwhacker in the Old cemetery
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CYGIELMAN descendants Yoel Zandberg, Robinn Magid, and Charles Adams next
to the matzeva of Naftali Herc Cygielman, July 4, 2023
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matzevah (with the help of FJHP and Warsaw
Jewish community representative Andrzej
Jankowski) of their common ancestor Naftali
Herc Cygielman who died in 1828. Another
Reunion participant found his ancestor’s
matzevah broken in two pieces near the main
walkway. Perhaps that, too, will see restoration
one day.

Some of the pilgrims, surely acting with the
best of intentions, unthinkingly damage the
cemetery. If a pebble is not readily available to
place on a matzevah as a sign of respect, some
rip cobblestones out of the pavement. Small

candles and notes are left with prayers at some
graves with the false assumption that “someone”
will be available to clean up the debris later.
An unapproved, clandestine renovation of the
Maharshal’s tombstone left part of it an ugly
concrete block whose haphazard attachment to
the original will inevitably further the natural
deterioration of the original stone. Because the
Lublin Jewish community is too small for such a
big responsibility, the cemetery is owned by the
Warsaw Jewish community. But the Warsaw’s
community priority, understandably, is on the
living, and while they value the cemetery’s
importance greatly, their budget is too stretched
to afford more than a part-time caretaker.
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Dan Oren

Cleaning the Lublin Jewish Cemeteries,
Summer 2023

How do we engage the younger generations in
connecting with their Jewish heritage in “the
Old Country” (Poland, in our case)? How do
we help preserve the cleanliness and dignity of
the burial places of our ancestors?

These are not simple questions and there are no
easy answers. But there are good answers and

good things are being done.

To address these challenges, since Summer
2019, JewishGen <jewishgen.org>, Friends
of Jewish Heritage in Poland <FJHP.org>,
and The Matzevah Foundation <matzevah.
org> have joined forces to sponsor JewishGen
Future Scholars Fellows trips. JewishGen
works to promote Jewish genealogy. The
Matzevah Foundation brings a couple of
American or Polish Christian volunteers to
emphasize that they see it as a Christian duty
to repair the damage their spiritual ancestors
wrought. Friends of Jewish Heritage in Poland
links these organizations to the ongoing task
of preserving the physical sites of our people’s
ancestry. In this article, I will share our 2023
efforts.

These trips have allowed six to eight university
students per trip to spend five days touring core
places in Polish Jewish history (including a
visit to Auschwitz or Majdanek and a Shabbat
in Krakow). Learning that history each time
leads up to the redemptive act of cleaning
devastated Jewish cemeteries in Poland. The
cemetery work is all done with the approval
of the Rabbinical Commission of Cemeteries
in Poland, under the leadership of Chief Rabbi
Michael Schudrich.

There are around 1,200 such cemeteries and in
2023 we chose to focus on Lublin. This year
we also, for the first time, took a “Neshama”
group of seven older adults (two of whom also
brought along an adult child) for a similar tour
and cemetery protection experience.

Our trips have attracted people who appreciated
that it is one thing to be a tourist, yet it is
another to translate the knowledge gained
through tourism into meaningful action. In
the first parts of each journey we include
meeting today’s a few of today’s Poles who
devote significant volunteer time to protecting
the cemeteries where our ancestors were
buried (and, during the Shoah, sometimes
murdered). This year those included Polish
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volunteers in Warsaw, Tuszyn, Tarnéw and
Lublin. Stereotypes break down into hopeful
reality when we meet the warm and dedicated
human beings who, unknown to us, act as our
agents in caring for the sacred places where our
ancestors’ bones still lie. Much was destroyed
in the Shoah, yet much remains. In the Lublin
area, meeting people like Studnia Pamigci
volunteers Teresa Klimowicz, Monika Tarajko,
and Pawel Sygowski, known to many of this
journal’s readers, is always a treat.

And then, working in the cemetery provided
a life-affirming work (in the true nTay spirit
that engaged so many of modern Israel’s
pioneers and some of our direct ancestors)
that connected our volunteer travelers to
the land we were cleaning and the spirit of
those who lay beneath. Be it weedwhacking,
raking, cutting down branches that obscure a
matzevah or block a path, dragging branches
away, or cleaning dirt off a matzevah to allow
us to see the symbol carved on the matzevah
or the deceased’s name and epitaph, cleaning
the cemeteries provided opportunities to do
mitzvot that will leave memories for a lifetime
and provide dignity to the sites for a summer.

We worked in the three best known of Lublin’s
Jewish cemeteries, each of which has a story
of its own: the “Old” cemetery, the “New”
cemetery, and the Wieniawa cemetery.

Dating back almost 500 years, Lublin’s
Old Jewish cemetery is thought to be the
oldest surviving Jewish cemetery in Poland.
Its location and condition are ancient in
many ways. A fortified medieval castle had
previously existed on the steep hill where the
cemetery is found, just a few minutes’ walk
from the former Jewish quarter of Lublin. The
first written mention of the cemetery dates to
1555 when a legal privilege was extended to
Polish Jews permitting burials there. Perhaps
thousands of people were buried there, but
only about 200 matzevot are thought to remain.
Use of the cemetery grounds as a defensive
fortification during World War I and additional
damage led by Germany during World War II
harmed the grounds severely. A constant battle
between nature and orderliness exists to keep
the pathways opened and matzevot visible. A
17th century red brick wall, threatening to fall
on passersby and therefore needing repair in
every generation, surrounds the cemetery.

Fitting for Lublin’s distinguished scholarly
history, matzevot of respected rabbis are still
points of pilgrimage. Such monuments include
those of Solomon Luria (the “Maharshal”),
his teacher Shalom Shachna, and Yaakov
Yitzchak Halevi Horowitz (the “Seer of
Lublin”). Not every surviving matzevah is that
of a recognized “Tzadik.” During this year’s
Lubliner Reunion in July, Robinn Magid and
Charles Adams rededicated the newly-restored
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of our association members, Judith Mayer
and Itzhak Gurfinkel, translated to Hebrew
Korczak’s book "Hershele's Three Journeys".
The city of Katzrin hosted an event
celebrating the translation’s publication. A
group of our members traveled to the North
in order to take part in the celebrations,
and we visited some interesting places on
the way: Kfar Kama, a Circassian village
not far from Yavniel; Kibbutz Kinneret,
where we learned about the history of palm
cultivation in Israel; Golan Heights Winery,
where we learned about grapes and wine
making; the old synagogue at Ein Keshatot,
a site in which was a Jewish town during the
Mishnah and Talmud periods; We learned
about the battles and miraculous rescues that
took place in the area during the 1973 Yom
Kippur War; and we finished our trip in
the Alawite village of Rajjar on the Israel-
Lebanon border. We had a great time and
are looking forward to future trips.

This year Itamar Haritan joined our
association's activities. He is a doctoral
researcher at Cornell University, who
received a stipend to study intergenerational
relationships in Israeli society. He will
research and publish his findings based on
his observations while participating in the
activities and meetings of the Lublin and
Vicinity Jewish Heritage Association. We
embrace and bless Itamar and his research
with appreciation and wish him lots of luck.

Thank you all the association’s board members
who are volunteering year-round, and working
hard to plan meaningful events and gatherings for
our society: Neta Avidar, Ita Fishberg, Dovrat
Thompson, Idith Yasur, Judith Mayer, Itzik
Saar, Dan Admon, Cila Tamir, Cila Matzri,
and the recently joined, Hana Sternshous.

Special thanks to Shmulik Avidar, our language
editor; And to Yuval Avidar, our treasurer.

The association's activities are made possible
thanks to many hours of volunteering, and are
impossible without donations. On behalf of our
association, I am grateful to every one of you
who has supported our diverse activities with
your generous contributions, and I urge those of
you who have not donated to consider doing so.

How will the new coming year look like?

The current situation in Israel is well known.
The extreme political polarization and hatred
are overwhelming, but we are all on this journey
together and in the same boat.

How will it influence each and every one of us
this year and at the coming years?

I wish you all good health!!!

Tzvika Shulman,

Chairman of the Lublin and Vicinity Jewish
Heritage Association in Israel
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Tal Shwartz

Opening the Lubliner Reunion 2023

The most important thing is that we see each other

It was in Warsaw in 1947, that the Yiddish
comedy duo, Dzigan and Schumacher
performed their first post-Holocaust show
in Poland. When the curtain rose, they stood
on stage, silently facing the audience. They
looked out at their audience in silence, for a
long time, and their audience understood what
that silence meant. Finally, both together they
called out: "Abi Men Zhet Zich" - the most
important thing is that we see each other -
DININNVY IPIYN.

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, President
of the City of Lublin, Mr. Krzysztof Zuk,
Director of the National Museum in Lublin
Dr. Katarzyna Mieczkowska, Mr. Bartlomiej
Balaban Member of the Management Board
of the Lublin Province, the director of the
Centre for International Cooperation, Lublin
Municipal Office, Krzysztof Stanowski,

distinguished guests from Poland and abroad,

the team of the Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre
Centre, volunteers, and you, beloved guests -
Lubliners - from all over the world, gathered
here today: to discover your roots and family
heritage, to learn the history of the City of
Lublin, to encounter its people and their
hospitality, and most importantly to meet one
another.

The Landsmannschafts - organisations of
people from the same city - are an extraordinary
phenomenon. People who lost everything in the
war - parents, siblings, all relatives - created
alternative families, a family of choice. Even
now, almost 80 years after the Holocaust, these
families have not been forgotten. They still
survive thanks to the special bond between their
descendants and their non-existent cities.

For decades, the memory of the Jewish
community and the non-existent Jewish city
of Lublin had been forgotten, was almost lost.
It was saved thanks to the work of a group of
dreamers, idealists and activists: those who
founded the NN Theatre and the many who
work there today. It was they who decided to do
what others had not - to take responsibility for
the Jewish past of their city, to create an arc of
memory and, step by step, to acknowledge and
bring this memory back into the public sphere

This event is the meeting point between their
work and the work of the Landzmanschafts. It
is another step, another stone on the path to a
new old home and a family of choice.

So once again - "Abi Men Zhet Zich" - the
most important thing is that we see each other.
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Tzvika Shulman

From the Chairman's Desk

Dear Lubliners,

I am writing you this message during the Tishrei

High Holidays, and wish us all a Shana Tova,
health, Naches, and joy.

What a year we had!!!

What will this new year be like?

All of us at the Lublin and Vicinity Jewish
Heritage Association had a very busy year with

many activities:

B The "Kol Lublin" annual - Issue 59 is in

front of you. We are all proud of our annual.
A big thank you to all the members who took
part in its preparation; First and foremost,
many thanks to the editor Neta Avidar.

Family Books - We have started writing
family books which tell the stories of several
families from the Lublin area. We managed
to complete five (5) books; They were
printed as memory books for these families,
and are also digitally available to all our
members. Hopefully, by the time the next
issue of "Kol Lublin" annual is published, I
will be able to announce that more family
books were completed - this time from the
second generation's point of view.

The Annual Gathering - The gathering
was held in Rishon LeZion in November
2022. We dedicated the cultural part of the
evening to Yiddish songs. The songs were
translated to Hebrew; We selected the songs
according to the connotations and meanings

corresponding with the time and place
which they were created. Ruth Levin, an
amazing singer, sang the songs for us, while
Neta Avidar and Judith Mayer told stories
related to the songs. It was an unforgettable
experience.

Lublin & Rishon LeZion Youth
Delegations meeting - As in the last years,
a Lublin youth group arrived to Israel. This
visit is a joint initiative of the City of Lublin,
the City of Rishon LeZion and the Lublin
and Vicinity Jewish Heritage Association.
We met the Lublin and Rishon LeZion
youth delegations, watched a show with
them, and participated in discussion groups
and a workshop. We believe these activities
of youth groups are very important. This
year's meeting with the youth delegations
was supposed to take place on October 18th,
2023.

Memorial Service at Nahalat Yitzhak
Cemetery - Each year a memorial service
is held on Yom HaShoah at Nahalat Yitzhak
cemetery, next to the Memorial Monument
to the Lubliners who were murdered in
Majdanek. After many requests of members
of our association, the name of the Death
Camp Belzec was added to the monument.
About twenty eight thousand (28,000) Jews
from the Lublin ghetto were murdered in the
Belzec camp, and a total number of about
half a million (500,000) Jews were killed
there in only nine months during the camp's
operation.
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B Annual Jewish-Polish Dinner - The annual

dinner tradition is developing with gusto.
The number of participants is increasing
every year; This year we hosted almost 130
guests, all of them members of the Lublin
and Vicinity Jewish Heritage Association
and their families. They all honored us
by bringing their delicious Jewish-Polish
dishes. The atmosphere was warm and
welcoming; Everyone had a great time with
laughter, food tasting and fun. In May 2024
the tenth annual dinner will be held, and
we are looking forward to the participation
of everyone. This year we celebrated Neta
Avidar's 80th birthday. Neta edited twenty
issues of "Kol Lublin", and the issue you are
currently reading is her twenty-first!

International Reunion of Lublin Jewry -
In the beginning of July 2023, the second
international Lubliner Reunion took place
in Lublin. The gathering was an initiative
of Lublin’s "Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre"
and lasted five days. There was a wide
range of conferences, discussions, lectures,
trips and meals, with our hosts doing their
utmost to offer activities that are insightful
and meaningful. We felt embraced and loved
throughout the event. A big thank you goes
to Tomek and Witek - the directors of "NN
Theater" - and to the entire "Brama Grodzka"
team lead by Monica, Teresa and Leora Tec.
150 people from around the world took
part in the gathering, including a big group
of Lubliners from the Israeli Lublin and

Vicinity Jewish Heritage Association.

A trip to Warsaw, Krakow, Lublin
and the surroundings - As part of the
International Reunion, we offered members
of our association to participate in a trip
to Poland in the week before the Reunion.
About twenty members joined the trip
which was led by Tal Shwartz, who is
also an Israeli member of the NN Theater
team in Lublin. Tal meticulously organized
the trip, and under her skilled guidance,
warm relationships developed between the
participants. These are a great asset to all of
them, including some new second and third
generation members who decided to join.

Gathering after the Lubliner Reunion -Our
association organized a gathering in Israel
after the Lubliner Reunion. The main subject
we discussed was the question whether we
"should fulfill our parent's directives". Many
of our parents and grandparents swore
they would never set foot in Poland, and
commanded us to do the same. However, we
(their children and grandchildren) traveled
to Poland, investigated, studied, cried,
and also "had fun". All of this was against
their wishes... or wasn't it? We held a very
interesting discussion on that subject, and [
foresee we will continue discussing it in the
future.

A trip to Golan Heights - In cooperation
with the Israeli Janusz Korczak Society, two
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"Motl, the Cantor’s Son"
lllustrated by the Children from the Y.L.Peretz School in Lublin
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