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Thanks

This article is based on a thorough research of the
researcher Piotr Nazaruk from

Teatr NN Grodzka Gate Centre in Lublin. He
is an educator, curator of temporary exhibits,
Yiddish researcher, and a friend of the Lubliners.
He is the source of my information about the artist
Rivka Berger. His notes were written in Polish
in the site of TNN and translated to English by
Leora Tec.
https://teatrnn.pl/wystawy/galeria-prac-rywki-

berger/

Judith Maier translated from Polish to Hebrew
the research about Rivka Berger written by Piotr
Nazaruk in the book: Profiles of Lublin Jews,
The Lexicon. The book was published in 2019 by
the Scientific Society of the Catholic University
of Lublin (KUL).

Special thanks to Judith Maier who participated
in locating materials and finding and translating
from Yiddish the poem "Di Want", The Wall, in the
digital library, established by Steven Spielberg:
Gezamlte Shriftn/Yiddish Book Center.
https://www.yiddishbookcenter.org/collections/
yiddish-books/spb-nybc210207/reisen-abraham-
gezamlte-shriftn-vol-11

May this article be a monument to the memory of
the artist who perished in the middle of her life.

Neta Avidar
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Donations

There is a long tradition of our association not to oblige people to pay for
membership in the association, or for having "Kol Lublin”. Running the
association and especially issuing "kol Lublin” require however considerable
financial expense.

If you feel that issuing "kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the
association are worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and
freewill contribution to the “Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association”.

Such donation can be effected either by:

- Bank transfer account of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage
Association, Bank Hapoalim 12, Branch Poleg 771, Account No. 019876

« A cheque in order of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association
mailed to Yuval Avidar, 55 Sokolov St. Netanya 4225433, ISRAEL.

- IBAN: 1L 950127710000000019876
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Anniversary of the pacification of the Pulaw
ghetto. It's a pastor's initiative Jarostaw Bator .

Together with: Henryk Czech, Marcin Pisula
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Brama Grodzka - Teatr NN Centre

The Mystery of Light and Darkness -
16.3.2024

On the 16th of March 1942, Operation
Reinhardt commenced in Lublin with the aim
of exterminating the Jewish population of the
Generalgouvernement. On that day, the first
transport of the city's Jewish inhabitants left
Lublin for the death camp in Belzec. For many
years, on the anniversary of these events,
the Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre Centre has
commemorated this tragic day through artistic
and educational activities. It has become a
symbol of our remembrance of the crime
committed by German Nazis against Polish
Jews. Through various initiatives, we strive to

give proper meaning to this symbolic date.

Our goal is to have the anniversary of the events
of March 16th, 1942, recognized as a national
'Holocaust Remembrance Day for Polish Jews.'
The primary way of commemorating this day
in Lublin is through the 'Mystery of Light and
Darkness,' held annually for the past 22 years
after dark at the Grodzka Gate. The ceremony
begins with the reading of the names of the
pre-war residents of the Jewish quarter, who
were most likely deported in the first transport

to the Belzec death camp. Subsequently, in the

space where the Jewish quarter once stood, all
lights are extinguished. Amidst the darkness,
only a single lantern glows—the last surviving
lamp from the Jewish quarter, symbolizing the
'Lamp of Memory.' On the opposite side of the
Gate, in the Old Town, lights remain on, and
everyday life continues. The Grodzka Gate
momentarily transforms itself into a gateway
between Light and Darkness, and those
participating in this commemoration move
into the darkness, making their way toward the

Lamp of Memory.

It is at this site that we light a candle - the
'Light of Remembrance,' which is then passed
on from hand to hand by the Mystery of Light
and Darkness participants, positioned every
few dozen meters along the road where Jews
were led to the Umschlagplatz, the departure
point for transports carrying Lublin Jews to
the death camp. The Mystery ends on Zimna
Street, at the 'Mis/Remembrance of the
Place' art installation - a site commemorating
the extermination of Polish Jews as part of

Operation Reinhardt.
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Tomasz Pietrasiewicz

THE CITY GOES AWAY

The city goes away. Languages go away, letters, inscriptions, menorahs and mezuzoth.

Matzevot go away, as do their fragments.

Torah scrolls go away and their charred shreds too.

Books go away, newspapers, signs, posters, postcards and letters.
Locks and keys go away, and so do nails, hinges, drainpipes,
buckets and bowls, spoons, knives, scissors and needles.

Pieces of bricks go away, and cobblestones too.

There are no more jugs, mugs and plates.

Clothes go away, coat hangers, wardrobes, cupboards, tables and mirrors.
There is no more gold and silver, there are no tablecloths, napkins, wall hangings,
bed linen, down duvets, pillows, chests and suitcases.

Shops go away, soda stalls, foreign exchanges,

market stands, butcher shops, bakeries.

Apartments go away, rooms and kitchens,

attics, basements and staircases,

courtyards, archways, sheds and outbuildings.

Uncovered hideouts go away:

in stoves, walls and under the floor,

in attics and in basements,

behind the wardrobe and inside it.

Toys go away, dolls and puppets.

Shoes go away, yarmulkes, khalats,

shirts, dresses, percales,

wigs and glasses.

Violins go away, trumpets, clarinets.

Dogs go away, cats and flowers.

Horses go away, carts and their drivers.

Doors and windows of the Jewish flats go away.

The photographer goes away, his camera, cuvettes and trays too.
Photographs go away, with the people they show,

in groups or single,

against a background and in the background,

in motion and motionless,

in a studio, in a park, in the street,
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young and old, rich and poor, women, men, children,
holidaymakers, soldiers, clerks, lawyers and doctors,

in love, sad, happy,

teachers, shoemakers, tailors, furriers, butchers and bakers,
peddlers and porters, water carriers and glassmakers, musicians,
rabbis, Chassids, shamosim,

communists and socialists, Bundists and Zionists,

marches and rallies, passers-by and onlookers.

The living and the dead go away, entire families go away.
There goes Malke, Aaron, Berek and Moses, Moshe and Rachele,
Jacob, Mordechai, Shlome, Shmuel and Abram,

Mordko, Itzek and Israel, Hersh, Nuta, Yankele.

They go away into the air. The music is playing.

Names, addresses and dates go away, as do names of streets:
Browarna, Nowa, Lubartowska, Wodopojna, Mostowa,
Btotniki, Jateczna, Krawiecka, Krzywa, Nadstawna,

Niska, Okodlna, Podzamcze and Zamkowa, Szeroka and Waska,
Dawna, Wieniawska Lane and Wieniawski Square, Wieniawa.
Houses and streets go away. The city goes away.

Dreams go away. People go away. Trains went away.

There is a river flowing, from under the ground,

washing away mud, sand, ashes, memory.

In the distance the mole’s red lamp shines.

Enter rust, mould, damp and dust.

The wind blows.

PODZAMCZE

Each spring. When snow melts from the Castle commons. In the area of the former Jewish Town little
pieces of red brick appear. There are a lot of them. They look like pieces of amber washed up on the
beach during the storm. They are most visible on hot, rainless days when the ground is dry. You can
also find corroded fragments of door locks, window fittings, pieces of drainpipes, nails, rusty keys.
The city emerges from the ground, reminding us of its existence, of the foundations of the houses that
used to stand here, which are still concealed under patches of grass, asphalt and concrete.
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Tzvika Shulman

From the Chairman's Desk

Dear friends,

The issue before you is issue number 60!!!

The publication of the 60th issue of the "Kol
Lublin" newspaper is an important event in
every sense of the term. Sixty issues over more
than sixty years, each one telling the story of
the Lubliner community and their descendants,
and for the last decade, the story of the Pulawy
community as well, who merged with the
Lubliner Jewish Organization to create a shared
Lublin-Putawy organization.

We are very proud of our newspaper, there is
nothing like it in any of the other communities.
The content, the information, the photographs
and all the rest unite us as a community, allowing
us to reach wider audiences, while also serving
scholars, tour guides, teachers, and so on.

The editors of "Kol Lublin", David Shtockfish
Z"L, issues 1-38, and Neta Avidar, issues 39-60
- with many more to come - deserve the much
appreciation for their life's work! I thank
them in the name of all our members and their
descendants.

Additional thanks to Shmuel Avidar, who served
as our copy editor of the last 22 issues.

The last year (we are marking one year from
the publication of the last issue) began with a
murderous attack on the communities of the
Gaza Envelope and went on to a terrible war
spanning many fronts. October 7th, 2023 will be
remembered forever as a dark day in the history
of our people. This day impacted each and every
one of us, in all parts of the country and even

those of us living abroad. Each of us knows a
person that has been injured, taken hostage or
murdered. Many of us felt its impact even in our
closest circles. I express my condolences to all
the bereaved families. We still find ourselves
living day to day mired in this long war, and yet
we are still trying to carry out a daily routine. It is
almost impossible. The fear, sadness and general
mood work to stifle any activity. The November
2023 general meeting was canceled due to
the situation, but the rest of the organization's
activities took place, nevertheless.

We experienced an additional great sadness
alongside all the war-related grief. Our dear and
beloved friend Yitzchak Sa'ar died suddenly
and prematurely in the beginning of this year.
Yitzchak Sa'ar Z"L is second-generation to
the Pulawy community, and was committed
with every fiber of his being to its memory.
Yitzchak was for many years a member of the
organization's board and contributed a great deal
to carrying out its activities. Yitzchak knew how
to keep members' motivations high, how to listen,
give good advice and spread positive energy to
everyone. Yitzchak Sa'ar was a friend, and we
miss him dearly.

On Holocaust Day, we conducted the annual
memorial ceremony next to the community
monument at the Nachalat Yitzchak cemetery
in Givatayim, as is our custom. The Pulawy
memorial nextthe community monumentin Holon
also took place. Both memorial ceremonies were
honorable, moving and meaningful. Thank you
to all who participated in these two memorials.
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The tenth annual Polish-Jewish dinner also
took place once again this year in Kibbutz
Nachshonim, in May 2024. Many guests came
bringing the very best dishes and we were treated
to an especially enjoyable evening. Thanks to
board member Dovrat Thompson and her whole
family for organizing and hosting the evening.

This year, we completed a project we are very
proud of. A significat number of our members
participated in writing a book that describes the
personal experience of second and even third
generations, on their personal journey to Lublin.
The book was written over the past year and
came out in September 2024. The book launch
took place in Beit Ariela in Tel Aviv. Many of
our members came to the book launch, where
we read parts of the book, sang songs written by
Yitzchak Katznelson (led by Dani Admon), and
participated in an interesting and important panel
discussion. The name of the book is "Bridge
Over A Chasm" and we'll discuss it in the future.

I wish to thank all those who attended the
organization's activities. Thank you also to
all those who donated to the organization. The
organizational activities are open to all and I
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would be happy to meet all of you at our events,
memorials and other activities. I would be happy
to meet you with your family members as well
as those of the younger generation. I promise - it
will be very meaningful and significant for you.

We conducted a general meeting of the
organization (on Zoom) in September 2024. The
NGO operations are fully transparent. The NGO
received approval of proper management from
the Israel NGO registrar until December 2025.

I want to thank the dedicated board members
that make the organization's activities possible.
Neta Avidar, Ita Fishberg, Yehudit Meir, Dovrat
Thompson, Dani Admon, Idith Yasur, Tzila Tamir,
Tzila Masri and Hanna Shternshus. Thank you to
our treasurer Yuval Avidar and to the members
of the oversight committee Yossi Reinhartz and
Shmuel Bar Israel.

May we all be successful in all our efforts, and
may we quickly arrive to the end of the war and

to times of peace and quiet.

Tzvika Shulman,
Chairman, Lubliner Jewish Organization

(R )

Thanks to the Polish Institute in Tel Aviv and Ms. Julia Mackiewicz
for the support at our traditional Polish-Jewish dinner and for supporting
the launch of the book we wrote this year, "Bridge Over a Chasm"'.

T We would be happy to continue our collaboration P> 7K nmy
| | I DPNINTY N1 li;x

POLISH INSTITUTE in the years to come.

LUBLIN AND VICINITY JEWISH
HERITAGE ASSOCIATION
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