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of Lublin's community destruction
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Judith Mayer sings the Partisan Song;
grandson Jonathan accompanies her on a guitar
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Magdalena Kukuta, Director of The Polish Institute
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Hi, this is me, the editor of Kol Lublin for 21 years

Photographs: Dima Valershtein
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Maciej Hunia, Poland's Ambassador to Israel, with Dani Admon
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Welcome, Bronia Fridman, who still remembers old Lublin
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Going and beating out the rhythm with pieces of wood (a reference to prisoners' clogs)
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NTINDN XN 78 T
On the way to the Castle Square
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AX{70 NN QYN NINX AXIA7YI NINA NAID DX NNT7TN 27nim

The poem is performed by a chair in the form of melorecitation. It is accompanied by a rhythm
section beating out the rhythm.

727 i, INA (WY 17YR7 TINN 102N NINIYNA VN DTN IND YYn NIFNIX
]ava Doy

The inspiration to the hanged single black letters was the phrase "graves in the sky".
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Esther (Halina) on left and Tosia on right after the war in Poland 1946 or 1947
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My father's handwriting: PN 7Y 1T AN

2 N{70711’'M N1
Wolska 2 |''7217

2 {70711 ‘NN2 N'27 D1D1 AN .1986 NIV
1986: My father enters the house at Wolska 2

2 N707112 'AN N1 T'7,N2'0 N .2024 NIY
2024: Me, Mina, at my father's house in Wolska 2
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In 1986 my father took a picture of the house at 21 Grodzka St.
His family lived there at the time of Lublin ghetto

NITIVN 'M72'7 ANY AT .ANNANI ('N'N) NI'D .2024 NIY
['7217 [I'>ONN NIMNSWDN

2024, Mina and Agata. | have just received family documents
from the archive in Lublin

My father's handwriting: PN 7Y 1T AN
|'7217 [1020 Na=] |N"an N

21 A7XTM ‘M
Ghetto house, Lublin, Grodzka 21
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Reunion-2 qnnwn? |'72177 'nyan 2024 niwa
NINTNI NNNY DT ,NF7XTINA ‘NN NTYOND NRNI 1IN - NN [ND
0N ADNIN 7Y NDTRN INTTY]

In 2024 | came to Lublin to take part in the Reunion. Here | get out happily from
a restaurant in Grodzka Street and go downstairs, assisted by the kind help of
ltamar Haritan
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Lublin Today
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Behind fences (drawing: Arthur Kolnik)
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Donations

There is a long tradition of our association not to oblige people to pay for
membership in the association, or for having "Kol Lublin”. Running the
association and especially issuing "kol Lublin” require however considerable
financial expense.

If you feel that issuing "kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the
association are worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and
freewill contribution to the “Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association".

Such donation can be effected either by:

- Bank transfer account of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage
Association, Bank Hapoalim 12, Branch Poleg 771, Account No. 019876

« A cheque in order of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association
mailed to Yuval Avidar, 55 Sokolov St. Netanya 4225433, ISRAEL.

- IBAN:IL 950127710000000019876
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together they had six children.
They lived in Hrubieszow,
but tragically, the entire
family was murdered during

the Holocaust.

The second sister, Sarah,
lived with her husband,
Yechiel Shulman, in Janow
Lubelski. They had nine
children, but only my father,
Ya'akov Shulman, survived
the Holocaust. The rest of the
family was murdered in the
Belzec extermination camp.

Malka also had three brothers

Aharon, Mordechai, and
Pinchas.
Malka herself = married

Naftali Stern from Lublin,
and together they had six
children. Three of them,
Victor, Bronia, and Chela,
survived the Holocaust; the
others perished during the
war.

Chela
Oberlander, also from
Lublin.  Leizer’s father,
Chaim Oberlander, was a
nurse at the Jewish hospital

married Leizer

in Lublin and was present at
the bedside of Rabbi Meir
Shapiro, the head of the
Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva

and founder of the Daf Yomi
study cycle, when the Rabbi
passed away in 1933.

Chela and Leizer showed
remarkable courage and
resilience. At the outbreak
of World War II, they fled
Lublin and made their way
to Kyrgyzstan. When the
war ended, they welcomed
their first daughter, Esther.
In the summer of 1946, they
returned to Poland and, after
witnessing the devastation,
decided to leave for a
displaced persons camp
in Germany. A few months
later, they moved to Paris,
France, where their two
other children, Louis and

Monique, were born.

In 1960, Chela and Leizer
fulfilled their lifelong dream
of immigrating to the United
States. They shortened their
family name to Ober and first
settled in Pittsburgh, later
relocating to Los Angeles.

In 1970, they visited Israel,
and I, then a ten-year-old
child, had the honor of
guiding them through Tel
Aviv. We spoke Yiddish, a
language we all understood,
which strengthened our bond

and deepened my love and
admiration for my dear aunt
Chela and beloved uncle
Leizer.

I loved them and their family
very much and Aunt Chela
loved us back. I am grateful
that my wife, Reli, and our
children, Maya, Karen, and
Shay, sherd this love. My
brother Arie and my sister
Sara join me in sending their
heartfelt condolences.

Chela a
before she

I visited Aunt
few months
passed away. She no longer
recognized me. [ told her
about my mother and father,
but she couldn’t remember. I
had brought an issue of Kol
Lublin and showed it to her.
She pointed her finger at it
and said, "I am Lublin".

In that moment, I knew she
was still herself.

May her memory
be a blessing.

Tzvika Shulman
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In Memory of Our Dear Aunt
Ellen (Chela) Ober

The Sztern family, Lublin, befote WWII

Standing from right: 1. Ellen (Chela) Ober. 2. Bronia (survived, married Joseph Baum and lived in Canada).
3. Basha - murdered in the Holocaust. 4. Victor - (Survived, married a Lublin woman from the Goldring
family, lived in Israel. Father of Naftali & Haddasa.

Sitting from right: 5. Naftali-Joseph (father) Szteren, son of Hai'im-Me'ir and sha'indel. (Died from Typhus
disease in the Lublin ghetto in 1941. 6. Sarah - murdered in the Holocaust. 7. Hanna - murdered in the
Holocaust. 8. Malcka (mother)- daughter of Vigdor and Chaya-Eta (of the Eichenboim family).

Our beloved aunt Ellen
(Chela) Ober passed away
in Los Angeles in 2024, at the
remarkable age of 104. She
was born in Lublin, Poland,
on November 11, 1919 a
historic date, exactly one
year after Poland regained its
independence.

Aunt Chela possessed an
extraordinary memory.
Through the many stories
she shared with me, I came
to know our family’s rich
history. She told me that
her mother, Malka Stern
(née Eichenboim), had two

devoted sisters. Although

they lived in different towns
in Poland, they maintained a
deep bond and made every
effort to meet whenever
possible.

The eldest sister, Shifra-
Rachel, married David-
Hirsch  Buchtriger, and
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If your family came from Lublin, or you
suspect it did, please write to the Grodzka Gate
NN Theatre Centre. They rebuild family trees
from scraps, a rent roll, a business directory
a residential address. They are salvaging
names and faces before they fade from view.
Their archive runs deep, thousands of family
fragments from pre-war street grids streets
around the gate have been indexed, and staff
will happily search for details if you give them
names and dates. Believe me, every morsel
helps. A single photo has the power to write a
whole other story or fill in the blank spaces for
other families.

We travelled to Poland in search of a house.
I don’t know if we found spiritual nourishment,
but we found enough: proof that a few
kilometres of wandering can retire decades of
restless wondering. My sister still owes me for
the theatre tickets, but, in truth, I owe her for
looking through that pane of glass with me and
the memories that now shine through it.

Contact the "Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre" Centre:
https://teatrnn.pl/zwiedzanie-lublin/en/

Perhaps we will meet at the next Lubliner reunion.

For your convenience,
scan the barcode using
mobile phone camera
and click on the link

(86) 15



According to family lore, heard at Shabbat
tables, monks once bought supplies from
Bubba’s parents. As we stood in the theatre, we
told our guide that the monks used to come in
via the front, then the side, later the back, then
quietly warned, “You need to leave. Things
will get bad for Jews.” Hearing this, our guide
pointed through a window to a monastery less
than twenty metres away. In that moment past
and present overlapped like tracing paper. We
were then led up some chipped stone stairs,
the very steps my great-uncle climbed on a
tentative return visit in the early ’90s. Halfway
up the worn stairs he suddenly halted, pointed
at the ground and proclaimed, “I lived here.”
Only now, standing in these same stairs, did I
grasp the weight of those words.

The Grodzka Gate NN Theatre Centre is part
museum, part detective agency, part soul-
repair workshop. NN stands for No Name,
symbolising the erased identities they now
recover. Most of the staff are not Jewish, yet
they sift archives, interview elders and digitise
photographs with skill and devotion. Their
work is painstaking, always heartbreaking, yet
occasionally exhilarating. They sought a stage
and found a story, many stories, and turned the
building into a lantern for Jewish memory.

Inside Bubba’s old flat we looked through each
windowpane, the light felt strangely familiar as
it spilled into our eyes as it once did hers. The
view has widened, trees are neatly trimmed and
tourist groups drift past, but I easily visualised
her small silhouette peering out into the 1920s,
hesitant, yet ready to depart for a new life
that would one day include two grandchildren
pressing their palms to the glass.

My Bubba never talked much about Poland.
She used to say that when the family arrived in
Australia, her father told her, “We’re Australian
now.” There was no looking back. The old
world stayed behind, not erased, but quietly
sealed into recipes and family lore of which my
older sister and I may have just written a new
vignette.

In 2023 the Grodzka Gate NN Theatre hosted
the Lubliner Reunion, the third international
gathering of Jewish Lubliners and their
descendants. More than 250 participants came
from around the world. Anat delivered our
family talk in the upstairs apartment (now a
small theatre), returning stories, after nearly a
century of family silence, to the very air that

first held them.
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family from the nationalist horrors against
Jews that were accelerating into the ultimate
catastrophe. In 1942, Lublin’s Jewish quarter
was razed, yet the Grodzka Gate survived, an
architectural antiquity that neither the Nazi nor
the communists’ regimes tore out.

In the 1990s, after the fall of the communist
bloc, a troupe of young Polish theatre-makers
found 21 Grodzka abandoned. While breaking
through plaster and clearing rubble, they
unearthed Jewish remnants: a siddur, tiny glass
tiles that turned out to be old photographic
negatives and documents in a script they
couldn’t read. What they discovered was
a building that straddled the lost frontier
between two communities and eras. Learning
that a third of pre-war Lublin had been Jewish,
they changed their mission and abandoned
plans for a pure art-house theatre, creating the
Grodzka Gate NN Theatre Centre, dedicated
to preserving Jewish memories that whisper
through the town. Learning the historical links
to the modern incarnation of our previous
family home was a truth much stranger than
fiction. The Grodzka Gate is yet again filled
with stories and storytellers.

Rabbi Yaakov of Trento, in 1475, dreamed of a
hill-ringed town where Jewish learning would
thrive. When he arrived in Lublin, he recognised

it from his dream and stayed. Walking the city
cobbles later, [ understood the appeal. The town
glows in late evening and quiet corners still
murmur. It was, for centuries, a place people
understandably chose to live and learn before
history took that choice away.

Before the trip, I had envisaged Poland as grey,
damp and perpetually cold. Despite the sense
of foreboding, Lublin greeted us with latte art
cafés, contactless payment and enough vodka
to keep spirits soaring. Nestled amongst my
inherited unease, the city buzzed with students
and street musicians. History, it turns out, can
coexist with modern youth.

We approached the Grodzka Gate NN Theatre
Centre expecting a sleepy volunteer and a
dusty plaque. Instead, staff bounded over as
though they had been waiting all week for two
Australians with a Polish grandmother. “Do you
have stories from your Bubba?”” My sister and I
exchanged a look that said, Not nearly enough.
When we mentioned her address, their eyes lit
brighter. “Your grandmother lived in this gate,”
they beamed. In that moment, it was like the
archives climbed off the shelf, pulled up a chair
and wrote a preface. Yet, thinking about what
would have been witnessed out these windows,
I didn’t get that winning feeling.

(88) 13



Tony Simmons

Two Siblings, One Bubba and a Real Pane

I don’t love the cinema; phones are lighting up
mid-plot twist, chip packets are ruffling, the
final puddle of cola is slurped through ice. Each
is a small assault on the soul. Even so, my wife
and I got along to attend a couple of Jewish
International Film Festival screenings this
year, with me clinging to the hope that I might
yet uncover some magic. At one screening,
the trailer for A Real Pain lit up the screen.
Encouragingly, it featured Jesse Eisenberg and
Kieran Culkin, yet it was not this star power
that grabbed me. The film followed two cousins
who trek from the USA to Lublin in Poland to
uncover their grandmother’s Holocaust story.
My own late Bubba had grown up in Lublin.

When we finally watched the film, coincidences
piled up. When the cousins in the movie called
their grandmother “Dory”, [ nearly dropped my
choc-top; my Bubba was Dora. When a shot of
the Lublin city gate lit up the screen, I leaned
over to my wife and whispered, “I need to see
where Bubba lived.” Turning fifty can do odd
things to a person. Somewhere, in the recesses
of my mind, a switch was flicked and my DNA
yelled out, Go there.

Luckily, a conference was drawing me to
London. So adding a Poland leg felt as natural
as consuming caviar with vodka. My older
sister, living in London and unquestionably

Bubba’s favourite grandchild, answered my
invitation to join my Poland trek with, “If
you’re paying, I’'m in.” Typical.

Next came detective work. Serendipitously,
we’ve an American second cousin, Anat, who
now lives in Israel and guides tourists for a
living. As the granddaughter of Bubba’s much
younger aunt, Anat inherited many family
papers and she knew the addresses of Bubba.
With excitement, she said, “Did you know
your Bubba’s house was shown in ‘A Real
Pain’? She lived above the city gate!” In her
later years, whilst ensconced in Sydney, Bubba
had remarked that she stood at her apartment
window in Lublin and watched people stream
into the city below. Now we had our marker;
to look out a real pane of 21 Grodzka Street,
right above the city gate that divided Christian
Lublin from the Jewish quarter.

In 1928, Bubba’s father, my great-grandfather
Redelman, was forewarned of ominous clouds
gathering and sailed to Australia to establish a
textiles business. He left his wife, Pearl, and
four small children behind in the Grodzka
Gate. After establishing a shop in Sydney,
he returned to Lublin in 1930 to collect his
family who has patiently waited out his gamble
on a new life on the other side of the world.
That two-year head-start ultimately saved the
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governess of his children who had disappeared.
Tosia (Polla) was afraid to ask the count and
to jeopardize herself in case he would know
something about their common background.
Finally, she decided to ask him the question. He
just told her that Halina was in a safe place. She
thought she was lucky that he did not suspect
anything or think it was a strange question.
Count Grocholski protected Halina by not
giving her address, I guess he knew where she
was living and did not say a word.

After the war in 1946 Esther met the Grocholski
couple on the street in Lodz. She could hardly
recognize them .They seemed stressed and on
hiding. They were happy to see her and the
count told her he knew she would survive. As
she started asking them about them and the
children, they did not want to tell her their
address just saying they were moving from
places to places and that the children were with
their grandmother. She invited them to come to
her place in Lodz but they declined the offer.
She was struck by the fact that they behaved
like the Jews during the war, they gave general
evasive answer to the questions, never telling
their addresses.

Esther knew that Count Grocholski belonged to
the A K army because she had seen underground
news-sheets at their home. Once she had read a
title: Death to the Bolsheviks! She understood
that he had good reasons to hide. After some
time she heard on the radio that Count Ksawery
Grocholski was trialed for collaboration with
the British government and for being a member

of the A.K .and was risking a death sentence.
Esther was so moved by this information that
on the same day she took the train to Warsaw
to see his advocate. Tosia testifies to the same
thing:’
was trialed, I traveled from Lodz to Warsaw
with Halina (Esther) Majewska to see his lawyer

b

when [ learned that count Grocholski

who told us it was none of our business”. They
wanted to testify that Count Grocholski was a
real patriot, that Halina (Esther) had seen his
wife sewing white and red armbands in their
house. The advocate who was paid by the
authorities laughed at them.

Count Grocholski was arrested the 16th
November 1946 accused of treason and
intelligence with the American and British
governments and collaboration with the Gestapo.

The 14th January 1947 the verdict of death was
announced and Count Ksavery Grocholski was
executed the 24th February 1947 in the basement
of the prison of Rakowiecka Street with a bullet
to the back of the head. It was only after the
collapse of the communist regime in 1989, that
the information about his death and burial site
was revealed.

The Count Grocholski was one of the few men
who showed Esther humanity and empathy
during the war and I wanted to pay tribute to his
noble attitude.

(90) 11



living on Aryan documents in Warsaw. Alina‘s
landlady had a friend Mrs Przezdzizcki'® whose
husband was in England, and who recommended
Esther (Halina) to the Count Grocholski" who
needed an au-pair women to take care of his
children. It was a big piece of luck .She got a
job and a room at the beautiful residence of the
count’s family on Muszynska Street. She did
not have to register at the authorities as she was
living in their house. Count Grocholski and his
wife accepted her just on this recommendation.
The house was very luxurious with old pictures
on the walls, an inner big staircase, lot of silver
and crystal wares and a huge genealogical tree
hanging on the wall. The couple had three
children, the first 6 years old Xawera, the
second, Gabriela, 3 years old, and the third a
baby boy Dominick, a few months old. She
loved them very much and learned to take care
of the children quickly. The children too became
much attached to her as the parents were often
out and came late home.

A couple of months passed peacefully. Esther
(Halina) sometimes used to take a leave
saying that she was going to the church. Mrs
Grocholski found out one day that it was not
true and reproached her to cheat on them.” How
could she do this as they had enough confidence
on her to let her children” she said. So Esther
decided to tell them all the truth and asked to
have an interview with the count. She said she
would never forget this conversation. The count
and his wife listened to her, encouraging her to
tell all the truth. As she was crying and holding
her head down so that it would not be noticed,

10 Unknown.
" Count Ksawery Grocholski (1903-1947).
12 Tosia Krasucka born Winograd (1914-2007)

the count told her:” Miss Halina, keep your head
up. You don’t have a reason to be ashamed.
You should be proud of being Jew and of your
capability to keep yourself alive”. He said she
could go on working for them and that nothing
would be changed.

In May 1944 Esther (Halina) took a two weeks’
vacation with the Nieweglowski couple. One
day, she phoned to the count to ask how the
children were. The count told her they had the
visit of the Gestapo looking for her, knowing she
was Jew. She could not come to them anymore.

In the testimony of Tosia Krasucka' given to me
by her niece, Liliane Winograd, there is another
witness concerning Count Grocholski. Tosia
was hiding like Esther (Halina) under a false
identity (Polla) in Warsaw. She found a job as
a maid in a pension owned by the Walkowski
family who were aristocrats too. All their guests
were aristocrats or people from the Polish elite.
The mother and the sister of count Grocholski
were permanent guests in the pension. The count
came quite often to visit them. He is described
by Tosia (Polla) as the epitome of a gentleman,
coming to the kitchen and asking very politely:”
Madame Polla, may I have a glass of cognac?”
They were a very warm and courteous family,
said Tosia (Polla).

One day the sister of Halina Majewska (Esther)
came to the pension. It was most probably
Genia her sister in law. She had no more news
from Halina (Esther) and begged Tosia (Polla)
to ask the count if he knew anything about the
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When Esther (Halina) knocked at his door and
explained who she was, he let her in but told
her she could not stay in this place, it was too
dangerous. He brought her to a young couple
of students on Borzymowska Street where she
could stay for a couple of days, but did not give
her any money. After some rest there, she went
to visit her sister in law Genia Tycochinski who
was hiding too in Warsaw. Genia’s landlady
knew a couple that could rent her a room,
and brought her to the Nieweglowski’s who
accepted to take her as a tenant. She finally had
a roof above her head. Thanks to the money she
got regularly from Henio from the underground
selling of the factory’s leather’s skins’, she
could survive. Then Genia came to live with
her. The Nieweglowski® knew that they were
Jews but never said a word about it and called
them “our girls”. Summer of 1943 year passed
quite peacefully for both them.

Unfortunately, the 3rd of November 19437, began
the final liquidation of all the Jews remaining in
the different places where they still lived. The
mass murder took place in Majdanek camp, and
all the sub camps in Lublin, and the factories
were Jews still worked were liquidated. Few
days later, Walter Rosenbush a worker from the
factory knocked at their door. He told them how
he had succeed to escape. He was at the office
when the telephone rang. It was someone from
another factory who said:”The Germans are
surrounding the factory”. He just hanged up the
phone, took his leather coat and ran through the
back door to a Polish worker Alexander Kureks,

who had always told him he would help him in
case of need. He stayed there three nights, and
then his friend bought for him a train ticket and
brought him to the first station after Lublin. He
only had their address in Warsaw. He had seen it
by chance, written on one envelop Henio had in
hand with the money he was regularly sending
to his wife Genia and his sister in law Esther
(Halina). He told them that Henio was shot
in front of the factory while trying to escape.
Walter had no other alternative so they let him
in. But he could not stay with them in the same
room .They asked Mrs Nieweglowski for help
and she took him for the night. Then she asked
her neighbor if she could rent a room to a good
acquaintance of “the girls”, a polish officer who
had come to visit them, and the woman agreed.
Walter pretended to go to work but was coming
every morning to them, to sit for 8 hours .He
never went out, he was looking too Jewish.

The big problem was that the financial help
from the factory was over. The girls had to
find a job. They both started to prepare and sell
cigarettes, but it was a poor source of income. In
their building lived a polish policeman that was
very suspicious about them. When Walter came,
he became more suspicious and wrote him a
letter telling him that he would come and check
his identity. Walter had to escape. Esther and
Genia felt that the ground under their feet began
to burn, all the neighbors started to look at them
suspiciously. Out of the blue, they decided to
run away. Esther (Halina) connected with her
half-sister Alina?, whom she recently heard, was

5 According to the oral testimony of Walter Rosenbusch (1913-?) at the Spielberg foundation 1995.Waldemar Steingotter and my
grandfather’s leather factory in Lublin by Brigitte Waks. Kol Lublin 2019.

Unknowned.

Unknown.

© ® N o

Esther’s father.

Action Erntefest code name given by the nazis to the final extermination of the Jews in the General Government.

Alina Sinicki born Lewinson (1919-1994) Her mother Gitla Ita Gogolik Lewinson had married Abraham Meir Halbersztadt (1890-1942)
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Brigitte Waks

Count Ksawery Grocholski
(1903-1947)

Count Xavery Grocholski and his elder daughter Xavera
(probably around 1940)

1nalrnn

At the beginning of 1943 my cousin Esther
Halbersztadt Tycochinska succeeded to run
away from Lublin to the Aryan part of Warsaw.
Henio Tycochinsky?, her brother-in-law who was
working in my grandfather’s leather factory? in
Lublin, gave her the address of a pole® he knew
at 29 Dluga street in Warsaw. This man helped
her to get forged documents on the name Halina
Majewska .She went under this name till the end

of the war. This man was a business relation of
her brother’s* father in law, Abraham Kac, who
owned a textile shop in Lublin. In 1942 Abraham
Kac had given this pole a lot of merchandise to
keep for him and to sell one by one in order to
send him the money to the Lublin Ghetto. He
wanted to escape to Warsaw and ensure himself
a source of income. Henio told her to contact him
and to ask for the money of Kac‘s merchandise.

' Henio Tycochinski (1917-1943) husband of Genia born Migdal (1920-1995) and brother of Moshe Tycochinski (1915-1943), husband

of Esther born Halbersztadt.

2 Haim Eleazar Waks (1895-1942) was co owning a leather factory on Wspolna 19 Lublin with the Rozen family.

3 Esther cannot remember his name.

4 Salomon Szloma Halbersztadt (1917-1942) married to Gitla Terca Kac.
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victims of Operation Erntefest, which ended

Operation Reinhardt, which began on March
16, 1942, but also of the 2 million Jews killed

during the entire operation.

During the Mystery, a metal structure (10
meters high, 40 meters wide and 5 meters deep)
was built on the Castle Square, where the text
of the Polish translation of Paul Celan's poem
"Fugue of Death" was hung (as if "in the air"),
letter by letter. In this way, the poem will be
as if "imprinted in the air". The inspiration to

create the installation-structure and hang the
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text of the poem on it in the form of single
black letters was the phrase used by the poet to
refer to "graves in the sky".

During the Mystery, the poem '"Fugue
of Death" translated by Piotr Lachmann
was performed by the choir in the form
of melorecitation. It was accompanied by a
rhythm section beating out the rhythm with
pieces of wood (a reference to prisoners'
clogs), which would create a framework for the

performance of Celan's piece.
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Tomasz Pietrasiewicz

The mystery play ""Lublin. Fugue of death'

The mystery play '"Lublin. The Fugue of
Death" began on November 3, 2024 at 11:00
a.m. at the foot of the Castle, where the Great
Synagogue used to be. The participants of
the Mystery Play went to the place where
the house where the Jewish poet Jacob
Glatstein was born stood before the war.
There his poem "The Dead Do Not Praise
God" (translated from Yiddish by Monika
Adamczyk-Garbowska) was read, in which
Lublin became a figure of the Holocaust for
the poet. From there, through Blonia, the
participants of the Mystery Play reached
the Castle Square, where Celan's poem
was performed under the construction-

installation.

On November 3 and 4, 1943, the Germans
shot 42,000 Jewish prisoners of the camps at
Majdanek, Trawniki and Poniatowa as part of
the so-called "Erntefest" ("Harvest Festival").
The execution at Majdanek began at dawn
on November 3 - the prisoners were taken
to the ditches they had dug earlier and killed
there with a shot to the back of the head. At
the same time, such an execution took place in

Trawniki. In order to drown out the gunshots

and screams of the victims, the perpetrators
installed megaphones on the cars, from which
they emitted music. 18,000 people were killed
in the execution at Majdanek, and 10,000 in
Trawniki. The next day, the Germans carried
out an identical operation in Poniatowa,
where they shot 14,000 Jewish prisoners.
This operation was the last stage of Operation
Reinhardt, which began in Lublin on 16 March
1942, and whose aim was to murder all Jews in

the General Government.

The description of the execution of Jews at
Majdanek, during which music was played,
became a direct inspiration for the poet Paul
Celan to write the poem "Fugue of Death'.
It is considered one of the most important
poetic texts in world literature related to the

Holocaust.

The mystery play '"Lublin. Fugue of
Death", prepared by the "Grodzka Gate - NN
Theatre" Centre, is intended to emphasize the
connection of this poem with the events of
3 and 4 November 1943. It was held for the
first time on November 3, 2024. We want it

to become a symbol of commemoration of the
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Heartful Thanks for your friendship

Drodzy przyjaciele,

Ze wzruszeniem czytalismy Wasz
rozgrzewajacy serce list ktory dodaje nam
otuchy i nadziei.

Czekamy na lepsze czasy z nadzieja
odwiedzic Was w krotce i usciskac.

Judith Maier, Izraelscy Lublinianie

Drodzy przyjaciele z Teatru n.n,

Bardzo dziekuje za wsparcie w tych
trudnych chwilach. Rozgrzewajqce serce.
Pelne uznania.

Leah Meshulam

Dearest friends at Brama Grodzka,

When heart is so heavy, when hope hides
far away -

The bless of your friendship brings light in
the darkness.

Thanks for your heartful support.
Love -

Neta

Thank you,

I appreciate your concern and sympathy
very much.

Looking forward for better times.
Tsvika Rubin

1t warmed our hearts to know that our
friends in Lublin stand by us in these
difficult times.

We appreciate your letter very much.

We are hoping to see better times here
in Eretz Israel and the swift return of the
kidnapped.

We are sending love to the wonderful
people of the Grodzka Gate-NN Theatre
Team.

Tova Aviram
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Solidarity

In Solidarity with Our Friends in Israel
Dear Friends,

We at the Grodzka Gate-NN Theater Center in Lublin, want to let all
Lubliners living in Israel to know that we are thinking of you and sending love
during these days of uncertainty and danger.

Our thoughts are with you constantly during these difficult and frightening
times. We wish you safety, resilience, and the strength to face the days ahead
with the hope that calm will return soon.

Though we are far apart, we feel connected to you and stand with you during
this difficult time.

With heartfelt support,
The Grodzka Gate-NN Theater Center Team

My dears,
to say how close you are to me. How much I think about you.
and paralyzing for me that it is hard to live with it.

you. You are deep in my heart. I love you.

Tomek

In this special time - the war has been going on for several days, I would like

What has been happening in the world and in Poland recently is so dramatic

But it is in moments like these that we see what is important to us. I am with

4
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Special thanks to:

* Neta Avidar, editor of Kol Lublin, whose
hands and spirit are in every aspect of our

work;
 Ita Fishberg, our coordinator;

* Yehudit Meir, who oversees meetings of the

board and Lublin descendants abroad;
* Dani Admon, in charge of culture and trips;

* Dovarat Thompson, who ensured the

success of our annual dinner;

+ Idit Yasur who plays a significant role in our

activities.

e Tzila Matzri, Tzila Tamir, and Hana
Shternsus, our wonderful representatives

from Pulawy, who always lend a helping
hand.

A special thank-you to Yuval Avidar, our
treasurer; Shmulik Avidar, our language editor;
Amir Malik, our technical support; and many
others who help and contribute both their time
and their resources throughout the year.

Kol Hakavod - Well done!

I also want to thank our friends at Brama
Grodzka in Lublin, the NN Theater, and
especially Witek and Tomek, for their dedicated
work over the past 35 years and for the years
still ahead. We are truly fortunate that they have
chosen to devote themselves to matters so close

to our hearts.

Our best congratulations to our dear friend

Monika Tarajko on her marriage. Mazal Tov!

Lastly, we wish to thank everyone who
contributed to our association this year. We
are pleased to announce that the Israeli Tax
Authority has granted us Form 46 approval,
meaning that any donation above 200 NIS is
now tax-deductible. We encourage you to make

use of this option when supporting us.

I wish us all a lighter, calmer, and joyful

year ahead.

Warm regards,

Tzvika Shulman,

Chairman, Lubliner Jewish Organization
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Tzvika Shulman

From the Chairman's Desk

Dear friends,

Two years have passed since the outbreak of the
October 7th war. Eighty-two years have gone by
since the Germans declared Lublin, Poland "free
of Jews," after Jews had been expelled, starved,
fallen ill, died, and were murdered in every way
imaginable. Since then and even before, and
likely in the future we continue to fight and be
wounded, to hurt and be hurt, to be expelled and
to expel, to die and to kill.

How much longer???

Our reality is a painful one. And yet, life goes
on. The survivors have survived - and those who
did not, we carry their memory with us. Life
continues with celebrations, meals, weddings,

births, art, achievements, and so much more.

In our association, and within our community,
the situation is no different. Despite all the
accumulated knowledge, despite the suffering
our families endured, despite the testimonies,
the research, and the shared stories - we find
ourselves unable to break free from this cycle

of pain.

How much longer???

I carry the weight of this knowledge deeply. I
have no advice, no answers, and no solutions.

And yet, we continue. With pride, we are
publishing another issue of Kol Lublin, adding
it to the 60 previous editions. We travel across
Israel and occasionally abroad, we hold
gatherings, memorials, cultural evenings, and
communal meals always with dedication and
enthusiasm. Still, the future remains uncertain.
Our members are aging, and too few of the
third generation are joining. The state of our
association reflects the state of our country:

unclear, uncertain.
But we will carry on because we have no choice.

We will continue trying to make a difference,

even when it seems no one is listening.

We will do our best to listen to every voice,
opinion, or idea that can help lead us toward a

better future.

I want to express my deepest gratitude to all the
members of our board who volunteer their time
and energy throughout the year to fulfill the

mission of our association.
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Heritage Tours

Visiting the National Library in Jerusalem
The library archive also holds a collection of "Kol Lublin” annual editions published over the past 60 years
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