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To Mezritchers in Israel and Around the World

Yes we can ! Yes we did it !
Despite everything and above all, today in Rynek (for us the name “Rynek” will last forever) stands a sculpture
that glorifies Mezritch and Mezritchers whoever and wherever they are. We believe that the sculpture will
stand there for generations and will not allow 500 years of our ancestor’s lives in this place nor the great
catastrophe that afflicted us there to be forgotten.
We are convinced that the previous generations would not only agree with the decision to erect the
sculpture but would be proud that we succeeded in placing it in “Rynek” which was at the heart of the Jewish
Mezritch,
The event that took place in Mezritch on May 17, 2009 is unique and occurred once in our lifetime, especially
in relation to the five hundred years of Jewish life in the town. Despite the fact that for years we were the
majority of the population, we could never dream of a performance decorated with the Israeli flag and
the playing of Hatikvah within the town square in the presence and with the blessing of local and regional
government officials and the Bishop.
All this would not have taken place without the help and support of the local and regional government and
with special reference to the mayor, our personal friends in town who for more than two years pushed forward
and accomplished so much toward realizing the dream and gaining the sympathy of passing citizens.

The Mezritch Memorial Society Steering Committee

Do wszystkich Miedzyrzeczan w Izraelu i na calym swiecie!
Jednak moglismy! Jednak dokonalismy!
Dzisiaj na Rynku (dla nas nazwa "Rynek” pozostata do dzisiaj) stoi rzezba upamietniajaca Miedzyrzec i
Miedzyrzecan na catym $wiecie. Wierzymy, ze rzezba bedzie stata tu na wieki i nie pozwoli zapomnie¢ tych
500 lat, w ktérych nasi przodkowie zyli w tym miejscu, ani Zaglady ktéra byla ich losem. JesteSmy pewni, ze
poprzednie pokolenia nietylko zgodzilyby sie na wzniesienie pomnika, ale bylyby réwniez dumne, ze udato
nam sie wznie$¢ go na Rynku, ktéry byl sercem zydowskiego Miedzyrzeca. Uroczysto$¢ 17-go maja 2009 roku
byta zdarzeniem wyjatkowym, biorac pod uwage 500 lat Zycia Zydowskiego w Miedzyrzecu. Bylismy przez
wiele lat wigkszoscig w tym miescie, ale nigdy nie mogliSmy nawet marzy¢, ze sztandar Izraela wzniesie
si¢ tutaj na Rynku i zabrzmi “Hatikwa”, hymn Izraela, przy obecnosci i blogostawienstwie przedstawicieli
wladzy miejscowej, rejonowej i biskupa, Pomoc i starania wtadzy miejscowej i rejonowej, a na ich czele p.
Artur Grzyb; wsparcie naszych przyjaciét miejscowych, sympatia prostego czlowieka na ulicy - wszystko
to w przeciggu dwdch lat przyczynilo si¢ do zrealizowania naszego marzenia.

Organizacja Migdzyrzeczan.
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Szanowni Goscie.....

Mieszkancy Migdzyrzeca Podlaskiego

W imieniu nas wszystkich, obywateli Miedzyrzeca Podlaskiego,
pragne serdecznie powitaé Gosci przybylych na dzisiejsza uroczysto$é.
Odslonigcie rzezby ,Modlitwa” stwarza znakomita sposobnos$é
wspomnienia wielokulturowosci naszego miasta.
Polska od czaséw Sredniowiecza byla krajem otwartym dla
cudzoziemeoéw, zwlaszeza tych, ktérzy utracili wiasng ojezyzne.
Koegzystencja Zydéw i Polakéw byla przez stulecia ewenementem na
skale §wiatowa.
Przybysze czuli si¢ tu bezpiecznie, tworzyli na polskich ziemiach swoj
dom.
Owa wie¢z byla znakiem odwiecznej symbiozy, ktéra, cho¢ w sposéb
niedoskonaly, to jednak mocno cementowala oba narody.
W relacje byl wpisany szczegblny szacumek, solidarno$é w
niedostatku, tolerancja dla odmienno$ci obyczajow, religii, kultury.
Spoleczeiistwo widzialo w Zydach Polakéw z wyboru.
Przybysze utrzymywali swoja tozsamos$é jako polscy obywatele
narodowosci zydowskiej.
Nurty zycia plyngly wartko obok siebie; to one okreslaly codziennos¢,
wyznaczaly kierunek koegzystencji.
Odslaniana dzisiaj rzezba ,,Modlitwa” stanowi symbol
upamigtniajgcy tamte dni.
Jeszcze raz witam Paistwa — Gosci przybylych do Migdzyrzeca
Podlaskiego i Zycze dobrych wrazen z pobytu na terenie migdzyrzecczyzny.
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Przemowienie Ks Biskupa W Migedzyrzecu

Szanowni Panstwo, przybyli goscie i mieszkancy
tutejszego miasta.

Czlowiek potrzebuje wspdlnoty i przezywania
jednosci, solidarnosci, zrozumienia i wzajemnosci.
Ludzkie wysilki nie zawsze sg wystarczajace, Ludzkie
sity bowiem zwodzg, ludzkie uczucia czasem zwodza i
czlowiek staje czasem w bezradnosci wobec drugiego
czlowieka, Tym, co moze czlowieka ratowaé, by mogt
przezywac w pelni swoje czlowieczenstwo, jest jego
odniesienie si¢ do Jednego, Jedynego Boga. I zapewne
w zadnym innym momencie czy aspekcie Zycia
czlowiek bardziej nie przezywa wspolnoty z drugim
czlowiekiem, jak w szczerej, prawdziwej, glebokiej
modlitwie. Wyrazam wdzigczno$¢ za to ze powstala
taka idea by upamigtnic obecnos¢ i takze trudne chwile
tych, jak burmistrz miasta nazwat, Zydow-Polakéw
z wyboru, tutaj w tym miejscu, w Miedzyrzecu,
ta rzezbg-pomnikiem ,Modlitwa”. Niech wlasnie
$wiadomos$¢ potrzeby modlitwy wsréd dzisiejszego
pokolenia i nastepnych pokolen, pomaga wiasciwiej
ustawia¢ wszystkie relacje miedzyludzkie, by kazdy
mogl przezywac glebiej swoje czlowieczenstwo.
Niech mi bedzie wolno w tym kontekscie odnies¢ si¢

do modlitwy Psalmu 131, w ktérym bardzo gleboko

jest wyrazona sytuacja czlowieka przed Bogiem.
[ w jezyku hebrajskim]

Po polsku:

Panie moje serce sie nie pyszni

i oczy moje nie s3 wynioste.

Nie gonie za tym, co wielkie

albo co przerasta moje sily.

Przeciwnie: wprowadzilem fad

i spokoéj do mojej duszy.

Jak niemowle u swej matki,

jak niemowle - tak we mnie jest moja dusza.
[zraelu, 716z w Panu nadzieje

odtad i az na wieki

Jesli bedziemy w sobie mie¢ tresci tego Psalmu i
nie bedziemy szukac za tym co jest tylko wynioste,
lecz potrafimy wznosi¢ nasze oczy do Tego, ktory
jest Panem wszystkiego, a si¢ unizyt do cztowieka,
to potrafimy zy¢ w pelni pokoju, solidarnosci i
wzajemnosci.

Baruch Adonai Eloheinu i olam

Dziekuje Toda!
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ADAM ABRAMOWICZ
Posel na Sejm Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej

Posel na Sejm
Rzeczypospolitej Polskie)

Adam Abramowicz

Migdzyrzec Podlaski, dn. 17 maja 2009 roku

Jego Ekscelencio Ksigie Biskupie,
Ksigia Proboszezowie,

Szanowni Panowie Rabini,

Panie Ambasadorze,

Panie Posle,

Panie Burmistrzu,

Drodzy Goscie ze Zwigzhu

Migdzyrzeczan z Podlasia w Izraefu,

Szanowni Panstwo

Liczesiniceymy  dzisia) w bardzo srcregcolne] i warne) uroczystosel odsloniecia rzesby
~Modlitwa™ wykonanej przez Panig Yael Artsi. Ten znak pamigei stangl na rvnku, w miegjscu
gdzie przed 11 Wojna Swiatowg migdzyrzecka spolecznosé zvdowska i polska codziennie
spotykala sig, czy to wrelacjach handlowych cey podazajae do Kosciola lub Synagogi.

Ale to miejsce to nie tylko miejsce radosci zyveia. To lakZze miejsce naznaczone
cierpieniem i $micrcia. Wlasnie z tego placu Niemey, po zbrojnej, niczym nie uzasadnionej
napasci na  Polske. opetani nieludeka nazistowska ideologia, wywozili do obozdw smierci w
Treblince i na Majdanku obvwateli polskich zyvdowskiego pochodzenia: mezezyzn, kobiety i
drieci, nie tvlko Miedzyvrzeczan ale takze Zydow wysiedlonveh z Mlawy. Suwalk. Bialej
Podlaskiej Radzynia Podlaskiego. Konstantynowa, Janowa Podlaskiego oraz innych podlaskich
wsi 1 miasteczek. Migdzyrzecki rynek byl dla nich tym, czyvm byl Umszlagplatz dla Zydow 2
warszawskiego Getta. Tam od 1988 roku stoi przejmujacy pomnik zaprojektowany i wykonany
przez  architekt Hanne Szmalenberg 1 rzezbiarra Wiadvslawa Klamerusa, przedstawiajacy
otwarty wagon towarowy, Tu znakiem 1 pamiatka tamtyeh tragicznych wydarzen bedzie reezba
~Maodlitwa™ w konana przez Pania Yael Artsi,

Dobrze sig stalo, #e Zwiazek Migdzyrzeczan z Podlasia w lzraelu wyszedl 2 1a inicjatywa
a Burmisirz 1 Rada Miasia. reprezentujacy spolecznosé Miedzyrzeca, dar w postaci rzezby
zyczliwie przyjeli. Ten fakt picknie wpisuje si¢ w dobre strony relagji. jakie kiedys laczyvly
obvdwie spolecznosci: polska i zvdowska. Dobryeh relacji. kiore podczas niemieckiej nocy #la
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i pogardy dla ludzkiego zvcia, potwierdzaly si¢ poprzez niezwykle bohaterstwo wiclu Polakow
niosacych pomoc swoim zvdowskim sasiadom.

Taka postawa wymagala w okupowanej Polsce wreez heroicznej odwagi i gotowosci do oddania
rycia .za przyjaciol swoich™ Przyvpomne tylko. ze za pomoc Zydom w panstwach Europy
Zachodniej grozita kara od grzywny do kary wigzienia. W Polsce. Niemcy za ten sam czyn
stosowali karg smierci dla pomagajacego oraz calej jego rodziny. Przykladem bestialstwa i
gezwierzecenia owezesnych Niemcedw. nie wahajacyeh si¢ wprowadzania swoich grozb w czyn,
jest rodzina Ulmow. Szesédziesiat pigé lat temu w Markowej, jednej z tysigca okupowanych
wsi, doszlo do zdarzenia, ktore wstrzasnelo nie tylko jej mieszkancami, ale i calym regionem. Za
przechowywanie Zydow zostala rozstrzelana polska rodzina Jozefa i Wiktorii Ulmow. Ratujac
zvcie innveh, zlozvli w ofierze wlasne: Jozef Ulma. jego zona. Wiktoria oraz ich dzieci: Stasia.
Basia, Wladzio, Franus, Antos, Marysia. oraz dziecko jeszcze nienarodzone w lonie matki.
Ukrywajac oémiu Zydow z rodzin Szallow i Goldmanow, zgingli wraz z nimi w Markowej 24 111
1944 r. z rak niemieckiej zandarmerii. Siedemnascioro ludzi. w tvm osmioro dzieci., zginelo tylko
za to. ze byli Zydami lub Polakami, ktorzy odwazyli sig udzieli¢ im zakazanej pomocy.

Pomimo tak bezwzglednych represji grozacych Polakom za pomaganie Zydom. wielu

naszvch rodakow dawalo $wiadectwo milosei Boga i blizniego.  Najwicee] tviulow
Sprawiedliwego  wéréd Narodow Swiata Instytut Yad Vashem przyznal wlasnie Polakom.
Najbardziej znana Sprawiedliwg jest. niedawno zmarla, Irena Sendlerowa. kiora uratowala w
czasie okupacji ok. 2500 zvdowskich dzieci. Wsrad Sprawiedliwych sa takze rodziny Mikolaja
Iwaniuka i Jozefa Mironiuka, mieszkancow podlaskich wsi z okolic Janowa Podlaskiego. W
Janowie mmajdowalo sie getto a w niedalekich Malaszewiczach oboz pracy. W okolicy zatem
przebywalo wielu Zydow, kiorym udalo si¢ uciec z tych miejsc. Jesienig 1942 roku uciekinierzy
Perla Goldszaft, Mendel Rybkowski i Noach Rodzynek zwricili sie o pomoc do Mikolaja
Iwaniuka. Wkrotce po nich do Mikolaja przyszlo prosi¢ o schronienie kolejnych osmiu
zvdowskich uchodzeéw - David Finkelsztajn, Peretz Radlewicz, Israel Kaufman, Shlomo
Goldszefil. jego brat Motel, Wolf Englender oraz bracia Pinkus i Shlomo Ajzenberg. Mikolaj nie
byl wstanie ukry¢ takiej ilosci osob, zdolal pomoc osobiscie jedynie trojgu sposrod nich, a
pozostalg piatke skierowal do rodziny Jozefa Mironiuka. Mironiukowie ukryli Zydow w swoim
gospodarstwie dostarczajac im pozywienia i innych niezbednych rzeczy. Co wigee), Mikolaj
Iwaniuk i dziewictnastoletni juz wowczas Jowel starali si¢ udzielaé pomocy wszystkim
ukrywajacym si¢ w okolicy Zydom. Wybudowali krvjowki w lesie oraz w pomieszezeniach
gospodarczvch. Matka i rodzenstwo Jozefa dostarczalo jedzenia i w razie potrzeby lekarstwa.
Jozef pilnowal takze. by uciekinierzy nie zostali zauwazeni lub wytropieni przez psy zandarmerii
niemieckiej. Jego mlodsza siostra Weronika dla zmylenia psow rozrzucala gndj na podloge
stodoly, pod ktorg ukrywali sig Zyvdzi.
Ocalona z Zaglady Rene Glassner z domu Losice, mieszkajaca obecnie w USA tak wspomina
tamte czasy: .. Ciagle pamigtam przerazone oczy mojego dziadka., ktory byl wywozony do
Treblinki. Los mnie oszezedzil. Wiele razy pomagali mi Polacy. Gdy z bratem uciekalam z getta
w Konstantynowie, 7-letniego wowezas chlopea niosl na plecach jakis rolnik. Cheialam zlozye
hold sprawiedliwym Polakom. ktorzy ryvzykowali zyeie™

Dzis spotvkamy sig po to. by wspolnie uczcic pamige ofiar straszliwe) zbrodni przeciwko
ludzkosei ktorej dokonali Niemcy na niewinnych ludziach, obywatelach polskich zyvdowskiego
pochodzenia z Migdzyrzeca Podlaskiego.

Papiez Jan Pawel Il . ktdrego pomnik takze stoi na tym placu. w Liscie Apostolskim z okazji
30-1ej rocznicy wybuchu 11 wojny swiatowej, 27 sierpnia 1989r. napisal: .Posrod wszystkich
dzialan wymierzonych przeciwko czlowickowi, jedno zwiaszcza na zawsze pozostania hanba dla
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ludzkosci: planowe barbarzyristwo, ktorego ofiarg padl naréd Zzydowski. Oblakana ideologia
uczynita zen przedmiot "ostatecznego rozwiazania”. pozbawiajac Zydow wszelkich praw i
poddajac ich nieopisanym przesladowaniom. Miliony Zydow, najpierw nekanveh rémego
rodzaju szvkanami i dvskryminacja. znalazlo potem $mieré w obozach zaglady. Zvdzi polscy -
bardziej anizeli inni - przeszli t¢ kalwarie. Przekracza mozliwosci ludzkiej wyobrazni ogarnigcie
cale] potwomosci tego, co dzialo sic w oblezonym getcie warszawskim i1 w obozach -
(Oéwiecimiu, Majdanku i Treblince. Pragng w tym miejscu z cala stanowczoscia powlorzye, ze
wrogoéé lub nienawisc do judaizmu pozostaje w calkowitej sprzecznosei z chrzedceijanska wizjg
goddnosci czlowieka. ..

Jego Swiatobliwosé Ojciec Swigty Benedvkt XVI. podczas swojej niedawnej
podrozy do lzracla powiedzial w Instytucie Yad Vashem :  Niestety antysemityzm weiaz podnosi
swa obrzydliwg glowe w wielu czesciach swiata. To jest calkowicie nie do przyjecia. (...) Niech
cierpienia ofiar Holokaustu nigdy nie beda negowane. pomniejszane i zapomniane (...). Koseiol
katolicki gleboko wspolczuje ofiarom Holokaustu. Niech ich imiona nigdy nie zostany
zapomniane. Gdy stoimy w dzi$ w ciszy. slyszvmy ich krzyk w naszych sercach. To krzyk
przeciwko kazdemu aktowi niesprawiedliwosci i preemocy. Jestem wdzigezny Bogu. 2ze moge tu
dzis sta¢ w ciszy. Ciszy pamigci, ciszy modlitwy i ciszy nadziei.” . Niech wszyscy ludzie dobrej
woli czuwajg nad tvm. by wvkorzeniaé z serca czlowieka wszystko. co zdolne byloby
doprowadzi¢ do podobnej tragedii™ — wezwal Papiez.

My tutaj, dzisiaj. takze jestesmy wdzieceni Bogu za to, ¢ zjednoczen z Ojcem Swigtym
mozemy trwaé w cichej modlitwie nad pamigeig ofiar Holocaustu. Mozemy powtorzy¢ dzis za
nim: .niech ich imiona nigdy nie zostang zapomniane™ oraz odpowiedzieé na Jego apel: - Niech
wszysey ludzie dobrej woli czuwaja nad tym, by wykorzenia¢ z serca czlowieka wszystko, co
zdolne byloby doprowadzi¢ do podobnej tragedn.

Niech rzezba Yael Ansi stanie sie dla nas wszysikich szczegolnym znakiem pamigci,
wezwaniem do wlasne] przemiany duchowej oraz do dzialan sluzacych pojednaniu aby nigdy
tragedia Szoah nie mogla sig powtorzye.

Zakoncze slowami piesni zvczac wszystkim;

A pokdj niech bedzie z nami.

Hevenu Szalom. Szalom. Szalom Alehem
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Dear Avraham, dear Gad, dear Rina, dear Sarit, Naphtali, Avi, Ori, Tova,

Micha, and everyone else, we had the pleasure to meet,

Jacob and | were looking for something that could symbolize our
gratefulness and joy to be part of the meeting and the incredible ceremony
- we were not successful and so we didn’t write to you. But everyday we’re
looking at the silver ball with the shape of Yerushalaim, thinking of you.

For now (before more days gone by), we chose this rainbow, in a landscape
that could be either in Poland or in Germany or (almost) in Israel, a good

symbol for what happened: bridging the past & presence & future;
commemorate the murdered, but also being aware of the little colourful

community of Mezritch, that placed this wonderful memorial stone

“Modlitwa”on the Rynek.

‘We want to say thank you for your invitation. This meeting was an

You will hear from us again in a while!

Constanze & Jacob
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Dear Avram,

I am writing this letter to say "Thank You" for your
hard work and dedication in organizing a special
commemoration for the Jews of Mezritch.

This evening I had dinner with Amy Singer, who is a
dear friend. Both she and I exchanged stories about
our experiences on our trip to Mezritch and Poland.
Our experiences are very different since she went
with her family members and I with mine.

They also are different because I am a child of
survivors. Both my parents were born in Mezritch
and throughout my childhood I heard many stories
about their lives growing up this small town in
Poland. I also heard stories about their experiences
in the Holocaust.

This trip made their stories come alive for me. Much
of the trip felt surreal for me and I kept thinking
that "I can't believe that I am here". It was difficult
for me to take in that I was in this fabled town that
they called home so many years ago and in the
country where they went through so many horrible
experiences.

Originally I hadn't planned to go to Poland and
refused my cousin Yaffa Levi' s invitation to join
our other cousins' on this journey. I changed my
mind when I received an e-mail that Robert Singer
sent to his own relatives inviting him to join him on
this trip. In the e-mail he stated that, "the Singers had
lived in Mizritch for four hundred years and there is
no remnant of their existence in Mizritch". He also
stated that this trip was an opportunity to have their
existence acknowledged. Robert's e-mail influenced
my decision to call my cousin to tell her that I was
coming to this commemoration of my ancesters in
Mizritch and Poland. Consequently, I can state that
it was a life altering experience for me.

So I want to thank you for making this possible for
me. I know how hard you work to keep the memory
of the Jews of Mezritch alive. I also want to say
what an appropriate and beautiful sculpture you
commissioned for this purpose.

I would like to have an oppotunity to say thank you
to Rutie Farbman for her memorable guidence in
Mydonek and Auschwiez. If you have her e-mail I
would appreciate you sending it to me.

Again I want to say a heartfelt "thank you"
Fondly,
Debra Farbman
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Dear Family,

These are a few significant pictures from the
trip:

Avram Gafni, Rob's distant cousin, was the
sole survivor of those Singers living in Mezrich
(Jewish pronunciation) at the time of WWII.
The town of 20,000 was 90% Jewish; only 200
survived.

Our grandfather and grandmother, Benjamin
(1st cousin to Avram's mother) and Rachel, left
the town when they were teenagers, around 1903
as did other cousins.

Avram who organized all this, is pictured in two
pictures. One is with the Bishop of the diocese in
this part of Poland who was eager to speak at the
ceremony because he has been spearheading a
Program of Tolerance, sending trainees to Israel
to learn about the holocaust and then having
them go into classrooms and work with teachers.
The Israeli ambassador to Poland spoke after
them.

The sculpture is entitled Tefillah, or Prayer,
created by an Israeli artist, Yael Artzi. It now
occupies a corner in the square.

Following the ceremony, we were standing in
the square and Rob got to talking to a young
woman who knew English. She invited all of us
to their house for some lunch. You can see us
at their home with her parents standing in the
background. Amy is seated behind someone.
They were so happy to have us and we really
enjoyed being asked. The mother said that it
had been her goal that day to invite visitors back
to lunch. Luckily, our guide and their daughter

[

could help with the translating.

The last photo is of our group on Monday,
the next day, outside Lublin at the Majdanek
concentration camp site at Lubin.

From left to right are Eddie Green from San
Francisco, 79, a retired dentistry professor and
violinist, Shari Siegel, 59, social worker here in
NYC and the closest relative to Avram, Linda
Singer Nesvisky, and her husband Matt, far right,
are in their sixties: Linda is an artist and has
created a Jewish tour of Philadelphia for visitors
to the city. Matt is a journalism professor at
Kutztown University outside Phildelphia. Both
grew up in Pittsburgh and lived in Israel for 10
years. Rob, Eddie, and LInda share the same
great grandfather and Shari shares the

same great-great grandfather.

Following here is Avram's speech in the square
[after acknowledging those present]:

With great respect | humbly stand here and speak
to you, not on my behalf, or the behalf of the
survivors, but on behalf of the sixteen thousand
(16,000) Jewish residents of this town, the town
of Mezrich, who lived here and were murdered
by the Nazi regime.




For generations, the Jews and the Polish were
fighting together, side by side, against enemies.
Side by side they went over the many occupations
this town knew, the infirmities, hunger and
countless fires that this town suffered from.

In the Nineteen Thirties of the last century,
Mezrich was a prospering town, with magnificent
industry, cultural enterprises and a Jewish
hospital - all for the benefit of its residents:
Jewish and Polish. At that time not all Jews spoke
Polish, but many of the Polish population spoke
Yiddish.

All this was destroyed and demolished by the
Nazis within five years of the German occupation,
and afterwards by the Soviet Regime, without
leaving a trace of the active Jewish lives that were
here for many generations.

At the place that we are standing now, the worst
crime in human history occurred [a mass killing
of the population by the Germans who were
rounded up there]. Still, one cannot grasp how
this calculated evil and this senseless cruelty was
even possible. Here, thousands of men, women
and children were murdered. From here all
seven deportations left on their last journey to
the rail station, leaving behind them a trail of
slaughtered old people, children, infants and
those who could not keep pace.

On October 6th, 1942, I also was
sitting here, surrounded by the
horror of seeing my beloved ones

,(N'9975'9) 'PD'2D1 LD 'OIN9 :I'N'D
AP 1) 1NWRIE 22T 2119109

92'0 "V ,(N'9HTH'9) 'PD'IDI NTI'D
(IpD'0119 |0) "2 TR T (P 1)

being slaughtered. This square was then painted
red - red with Jewish blood.

Not all victims were Jewish. Many Polish paid
with their lives at the time of the German
occupation regime. But Jews were the main
target and victims of the Nazi regime.

Through the years, many Jews from all over the
world were visiting the town, looking for any
remainders, any memorial of previous Jewish
life in Mezrich, but apart from the destroyed
cemetery, they could not find a thing.

This sculpture was raised in the memory of the
Jews of Mezrich, who were exterminated in this
very place, in the valley of death, or death camps.
Nevertheless, this monument was carved for the
Jewish people, as well as for you, Polish residents,
for many of your ancestors were also slaughtered
by the Germans on November 16, 1918 and by
the German occupation in World War 2, and on
the Ghetto Demolition Day, July 17, 1943.

[Thanks was given at this point to a long list
of town administrators and others who helped
make this possible including "the local residents
who strengthened our hands and encouraged us
to go on with this life project, despite the many
difficulties we experienced"]

Thank You!
Prof. Rob Singer
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MARSZALEK
WOJEWODZTWA LUBELSKIEGOD

Krzypaztod Orabvzuk

Soamowary P

Trarfoni Abrarkaem

Preewodnicegey Swigzha Migdzgyrzeezon
= Pollasra w Faraelic

Serdecznie dackuje s raproseenie na WOCEYSIOSE od€loniecia rererby wykonane

nreez  Yae Aris Modlitwa poswipcone]  pomordovanym W ceasie Holocausta

micsrkancom Micdzvrzecra Podlaskieso, Pragne tq drosig preckasse wyraey  seacunk

i pordrowiema zarowno Organizatorom, jak 1 wszystkim Uczestimkom lego seczegilnego
widarzenia

Gratuluje organieach nieewykle wainego i cennego preedsigwrigeia. Jestem glgboko
prechonany, r¢ nalezy prevpominag me tylko o mdosnych momentach w hastorm, ale 1« tveh
najbardriej tragicemyeh  Migdzyrzec Podlaski  stal sig miejscem  pamigei w  kiorym
oncentrowalo sie Zycie spoleczenstwa syvdowskiego od XV wicku Raesba  Modlitwa
stanela w miejscu, ktore symbolizuje pamicc nicistnicjnee] juz tia) Gminy Sydowskie)

Pragne wyrazic swonn sohdarnoad ze warvakimi Cronkam Swinzku Miedeyvrzeczan

Podlasia w Leraelu, ktorych bliskich spotksd tragnceny bos. To deagki Panstwu chroniona jest

pamice o samardowanyveh w crasic Holocausiu micsrknncach miasie. Sacregilnie wine jest

aby wiedsg o tvch tragiicenych wydarsemach prackazywad mdodym pokolensom
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Witam Cie Avram !

Powiadaja, ze wszystko co piekne to szybko mija.
Dlatego ten czas uroczystosci w dniu 17 maja
2009r, tak szybko mingt poniewaz byt bardzo
pickny. Powrdcilismy do dnia codziennego,
szarego zycia, problemow, pracy zawodowe;j.
Wracam myélami do tego dnia, wydaje mi si¢
7e wiecej nic nie mozna bylo zrobi¢, poniwaz
cala ceremonia byta bardzo tadna,jak mowia,
nic doda¢, nic ujgc.Czgsto przechodzg przez
rynek, patrz¢ na rze#be i wracam myslami do
dnia 17.05. Widze Ciebie jak wiele oséb cigge
2z Toba rozmawia, dla kazdego masz co$ do
opowiedzenia, jak ludzie do Ciebie 1gna i widze
w Tobie ten spokdj, rado$¢ z Zycia, przeciez tak
dla Ciebie ciezkiego w okresie wojny. To jest dla
mnie i Polakow, przyktad do nasladowania.

W niedlugi czasie przysle Ci relacje z naszych
lokalnych gazet ( chcesz kopie czy cate gazety).
Specjalnie je kupilem dla Ciebie. Napisz jakie
sa Twoje wrazenia Z uroczystosci, z naszego
miasta, jak przebiegala dalsza podréz po Polsce.
Ale przede wszystkim musisz odpaczad, bo to
byt bardzo duzy wysitek, duza praca.

Pozdrawiam Cie, zong i znajomych. Waldemar
z Mezritch
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Witaj Avram!

Mam nadzieje, ze juz odpoczeliscie po cigzkiej
podrozy.

Mam réwniez nadzieje, ze wyprawa do Miedzyrzeca
byta jak najbardziej udana.

Dziekuje Ci, ze mogtem znéw spedzi¢ z Tobg kilka
chwil, zawsze jest to dla mnie bardzo szczegélne
doswiadczenie.

Szczerze mowigc, to nie chcialem Cie za bardzo
meczy¢ tu w Miedzyrzecu, bo wiedzialem ile rzeczy
Ty musisz zrobi¢ i jak mozesz by¢ zmeczony, dlatego
jezeli to bedzie tylko mozliwe, chciatbym si¢ z Tobg
jeszcze nie jeden raz spotkac i porozmawiac...

Cieszy mnie, ze moglem pozna¢ Twojg zong, corke i
wnuczke, ciesze si¢ rowniez, ze poznatem wiele innych
0sob, a jeszcze bardziej ciesze sie z tego, ze mowites
tym osobom wiele pozytywnych rzeczy na moj temat
- to bylo takie spotkanie z przyjaciotmi, ktorych nie
znam, a ktorzy byli naprawde przyjacielscy..., ciesze
si¢ rowniez, ze mogltem co nieco Wam pomdc, ale
pamietaj, ze ta pomoc to nie tylko ja, to naprawde
wielu miodych ludzi, ktérzy wiedza dlaczego chcieli
pomoc - mam nadzieje, ze wspolpraca miedzy nami
dalej bedzie si¢ uktadata bardzo dobrze.

W imieniu tych najmlodszych chce Ci podzigkowac
za zegarki, wyobraz sobie, ze oni do wizyty w
Treblince nie wiedzieli, ze je otrzymaja, ich rados¢
byta tym wigksza, ze doceniliscie ich prace w ten
sposob, bardzo takze cieszyli sig, ze otrzymali je od
Ciebie i Yael. Wycieczka do Treblinki takze byla dla
nich bardzo ciekawa - wyobraz sobie, ze po tych
kilkunastu dniach Zalujg, ze tak bardzo tam milczeli
i nie rozmawiali tak jakby naprawde rozmawiaé
chcieli..., ale musisz wiedzie¢, ze dla mlodego
czlowieka, to takze bylo nie lada przezycie.

I konczac dziekuje Ci takze za kolacje, bardzo Ci
dziekuje...

Aha, i dziewczynom z Warszawy takze wszystko sie
niezwykle podobalo...
A rzezba stoi i ma sie dobrze...

Krzysztof Szczepaniuk

Wiceprezes OSP - Naczelnik OSP

Ochotnicza Straz Pozarna "Stolpno" w Miedzyrzecu
Podlaskim
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Witam serdecznie Panie Abrahamie.
Chciatbym bardzo podzigkowac za tg €
mialem mozliwo$¢ pozna¢ Pana osobiscie W
Miedzyrzecu.

Jest to dla mnie prawdziwy przywilej spotkac
taka osobe jak Pan.

Pisze tych kilka stow po tym w czym mialem
okazje brac udzial.

Te kilka dni zmusito mnie do zastanowienia
sie nad wydarzeniami ktére mialy miejsce

w Miedzyrzecu i okolicach. Jestem pelny
podziwu i szacunku dla Pana i tych wszystkich
osob, ktore doprowadzily do postawienia
pomnika upamigtniajacego te wydarzenia.
Film, ktory miatem okazje ogladac naprawde
dotyka serca i nie mozna zosta¢ obojetny
wobec tych wydarzen.

Mam nadzieje ze kiedys uda mi sie odwiedzi¢
Izrael - miejsca o ktorych tak czgsto czytam W
Biblii.

Bardzo dzigkuje za pamiatki, ktore mam przed
soba.

Przepraszam , Ze nie moglem by¢ na kolacji,
dzieci byty bardzo zmgczone po catym dniu.
Rano chciatem ze z Wami pozegnac ale
przybylem troche za pozno do Hotelu.
Prosze bardzo serdecznie pozdrowic zong,
pana Naftaliego i Panig Yael.

Shalom Izrael

Leszek Halczuk
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Drogi Avramie:
Jak sie czujecie PO wizycie w Polsce? Czy dalszy
ciag waszego pobytu byt pomysiny? Jak si¢ czuje
Rina? Méwilam ci ze P. Kiryluk zaproponowat
mi napisanie artykutu o pomniku i uroczystosci
odstoniecia, Zaluje 7e tak Poéino mi zlozyt tg
propozycje, bo teraz tylko korespondencyjnie moge
was pyta¢ o pewne Sprawy. Bede wdzieczna za
wszelkie informagje, teksty przemowien, wszystko,
jakies refleksje o tym projekcie, Mozesz pisa¢ po
angielsku jesli bedzie cj tatwiej. Pisatam juz do
Naphtali'ego obiecal mi przesta¢ przettumaczone na
angielski listy do Swego ojca, Bardzo licze na waszg
pomoc i zatuje ze tak niewiele dowiedziatam sie od
was bezposrednio. Niewiele wam W tym pomogtam
ale teraz ciesze si¢ Ze bede mogta cos jeszcze zrobid,
Jesli bede miata lekcje w Miedzyrzecu, a mam takie
plany, bede zawsze méwi¢ o tym pomniku i Zydach
Miedzyrzeca. Serdecznie pozdrawiam:

Alicja
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Drogi Abramie!
Dzigkujemy Ci bardzo za te ciepte stowa,

Chcielibysmy odpisa¢ Ci bardzo dtugim listem,
Niestety czas nam na to nie pozwala - Jestesmy bardzo mocno

Napiszemy Jjak tylko bedziemy mie¢ wiecej czasu zeby wyrazié,
nasze mysli w sposob gleboki i prawdziwy

Caly czas Jetesmy pod Wrazeniem tego co wydarzyto si¢ 17 maja
1 tego Wwszystkiego czego dowiedzieliémy Si¢ przez .te 3 lata
korespondowania 7 Tobg i zajmowania si¢ historig Miedzyrzeca

Chcielibys’my Znowu zobaczy¢ Was wszystkich jak najszybciej!

Pozdrawiamy bardzo mocno Twoja Zone, Ciebie j catg Twojg,
rodzine

Dominika i Bernard
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In memory of Shaina Ruchel (Dangot) Mandelbaum

May 1913 - Dec 8/2008
By florence ruttenberg, daughter ,Montreal Canada.

My mother was born and raised in Mezritch -
the eldest of 5 children born to Menachem and
Sara Dangot.

From an early age she worked,became an
excellent cook and helped look after her younger
siblings. She also joined the BOND organization.
In 1939 she was engaged and escaped Poland,
married on the way and after much hardship,
landed up in Siberia where she was reunited
with the rest of her family.

Her first daughtertme) was born there. After
the war the family returned to Germany where
my sister was born. They stayed for 3 years in a
camp(n ULM) till my parents left to Montreal.
Life was difficult for many years. My brother was
born in Montreal and my parents struggled to
support the family and overcome the extreme
loneliness in a new country. The rest of the
family had emigrated to Israel.

My mother was a very strong personality who
loved people and whose life revolved around her
family.

She made friends by joining a choir in which she
sang for 25 years.
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She befriended neighbors with whatever help she
could give them and also Joined the synagogue
The ~Landsmen” from Mezritch -Poland
became like family here. My mother worked
a day job - took work home - had boarders to
help make ends meet.

There was always an open house for everyone
-Over the years she often returned to Israel to
see her family and celebrate with them at many
shimchas - She was blessed with nachas from 3
children, 5 grandchildren

and 7 great grandchildren. My mother taught
us to be a very close and loving family by the
example she set. My mother was funny, bright
and had a wisdom and insight to people that
never ceased to amaze us.
Herlastyears where very difficult with my father’s
ailments and when she suffered an anurism she
lost her abilitiy to speak for the last 12 years of
her life - yet her spirt came through with love
whenever she saw her children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

Our hope is to continue to live by the values she
taught us, She was the sun that shone around the
family.
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WYDARZENIA | Odstonieto rzeZzbe upamietniajaca ofiary
Holokaustu

Modlitwa na placu Jana Pawta |i

E ¥ uplynely dwa lata, odkad Abra-
ham Gafni, przewodniczacy Zwiazku
Migdzyrzeczan z Podlasia w lzraelu,
wyszedt z inicjatywa przygotowania
rzetby upamietniajacej pomordowa-
nych w czasie wojny mieszkancow
miasta. ,Modlitwa® jest dzielem Yael
Artsi, swiatowe]j slawy rzeibiarki z
Izraela. Artystka zdradzita, ze zain-
spirowata |3 wyjatkowa atmosfera
panujaca na miedzyrzeckim rynku. -
Jestem dumna 2 tego, ie moja rzezba
stoi na tym samym placu, co pomnik
bltogostawiacego ludzi Jana Pawla Il -
powiedziala Artsi.

Uroczystosci prowadzono w dwach
jezykach: polskim i hebrajskim. W
imieniu miedzyrzeckich Zydéw prze-
mawial Abraham Gafni. Przypomniat y TSy
los pomordowanych przez niemieckich SN Yam. - e S
okupantdw. - W miejscu, w ktorym  Odsloniecia rzezby dokonali: burmistrz Artur Grzyb, autorka
stoimy, odbyta sie jedna z najwiekszych  rzeZby Yael Artsi, przewodniczacy ZMzPwi Abraham Gafni, ks.
zbrodni ludzkodd. Tutaj zamordowano  biskup Zbigniew Kiernikowski oraz ambasador Izraela w Polsce
tysiace mezczyzn, kobiet i dzieci. Wi-  Zvi Rav Ner
dziatem, jak plac ten zaczerwienit sig
zydowska krwig. My, byli mieszkancy wam wspaniate dzieto. Rzezba nalezydo przewodniczacy. Zanim ja odslonieto,
Miedzyrzeca w lzraelu, przekazujemy was. Prosze was, strzezcie jej— apelowal zebrani wystuchali piesni-modlitwy w
wykonaniu pochodzacej z Miedzyrzeca
Podlaskiego znanej piosenkarki Slawy
Przybylskiej.

Podkreslajaca wielokulturowosc
tego miasta ,Modlitwe" usytuowano w
miejscu, gdzie siega oko kamery moni-
toringu miejskiego. Od chwili montazu
byta pilnie strzezona przez straz miejska.
Wiadze miasta martwia sie bowiem, ze
zostanie zniszczona przez wandali,

- Ciesze sig, Ze uroczystosci nie
zaktocity zadne zamieszki. Gdy dwa
lata temu poszly w eter informacje, ze
taka rzezba bedzie w Miedzyrzecu, na
' miescie pojawily sig plakaty o antyse-
mickich tresciach. Miejmy nadzieje, ze
. kamery odstrasza chuliganéw — mowi

: . & burmistrz Migdzyrzeca Podlaskiego
M Artur Grzyb.

¢ Marta Muszyriskan
Par.‘amentar:yia samorzgdowcy | zaprumm guicre zl'nzyh redakeja@showopodiasia_pl
kwiaty pod nowo odsfonigtym pomnikiem : fot. M. Muszyfiska
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~> MIEDIYRZEC PODLASKI Aby kolejne pokolenia pamigtaty

Modlitwa’ pofaczyta Polakow i lutlnw

Rroiha Modlitwa” stangla na placu Jana Pawa IL.
Upamiginia bavy misdryrreckich Tydow, kiorych w esasie
1 wojmy dwiatows] represjonowanc | merdowane,

Na wrocryiteié odshonipcla rretly proyjechate do miasta
ponad 150 fydtw, migdsy innymi ¢ Ameryki | Rustrali
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Rynek no storej pocztdwee...

GATETA WYBORCIA TURYSTYEA
SORTTA-MEDITIELA 23- 24 MAI 2000

MARKT IN MIENDZYRZEC ze starej pocztowki to teraz plac Jana Pawtall,
z efektownq fontanng i stylowymi latarniomi

TEEST
LUCYHA KOWALSKA
DARIUSZ STACHMAN

a internetowe] nukcli wy-

gralam stary) poczidwke

ety polowe) w sepii:

i liwy, drewniane str-

gany, prey nich zakulane

w chusty kobiety w grubiyeh, welnia-

nyyeh spddnicneh, wile kopatn cerowd,

Naodwrocie napis Markt in Mien-

dzyrzec” (rynek w Migdzyrzecu),

Swindkezacy o tomgeych s deinkiniach

wojenryeh W oeeasio [ wojny Swinto-

wzj bvli tu Rosfanie, potem Niemcy.

A uchwyoone na zdjeeiu codzienne

yeie tocrybo sig normalnie, jakin na
preskir wielkie historii.

Z powodu 1¢ pocrtdwki zry-
wamy sig na rowne nogi w nicdzick
ny -|_u1|.-4|l|'.~-'|-.'| w el My samorhos
dhemn x Winristwy wstrong Terespola
Midisk Mazoswiecki, potem Eahusogm,
omijamy Siedlee obwodnics | po
{1 L R Dol SRR ¥ S ) o

Miedzy Krznq i Piszczkq

Pod komiee XVTTTw. bylo to naj-
wieksze minsto na Podlasiu, 26 Swiet-
nie rogwijajyeym sig hendlem, pdyz
rhicgaly sig tu granice Polski, Litwy
iFousi. Na preestraeni whokdw sciemly
s o bbby | marodowosci, o red
dusz walcryly ridne religie. Rodeidl
rrymskokatolold repaeeritonnli i
iz unici bpdgey w stabym konflikele
z prawssliwmyml, Swojedyrie duch-
wie pielenownli Fyded, kideey w XVI
i XV w. chetnie osiedlali sie na Podls-
sin, W 624 - Jan Teerymiakd, wojewndn
krakowski, a 7arazem wiakcschel mis-
sta, rerwoli nuwybyeeng spreedic ol-
kohiolu Zydom - Osbarowi Jukuszewi-
crowi | Dsinrowe] Moszkowiczowej

Wiznemy jucadzrm zagrowali sis han
lmminmimhnxmnwiemdﬁn

dierawili piwiarnie, pobierali oplaty
fles whbcicieli missdn, mp, o reeed bndla

czy handlu daegriem.
WXV girmimen iyedewslon w vl
i e aladryiin sheod gmine

W :I':I.'Ju'ujnw. r;:p.l_'llh.."l.' ni Podlasiu.
W ITHI . rosspoestipto budowy Wielkic
Synugogi nu d tys. wiermyeh, ki zo-

st mellmnd aln e ——— i ———

Pomnik ku
obok Wielka i,
thurzona w czasie [l wojny

rkterze preepicn wpdlkolistymi b ko
Sy b ko ok x boce-
iyl ulicekami. Spacerujge w mijo-
wym sloficw, Zalujerry, be ie modnaty
pilrie prevsigdd D napit sig espressn,
Z ul. Jatkowe] (zgodnie ¥ nnewy
pred wojng misscily sig na niej jatki),
cine ruchlive ul. Lubelsksy i mi-
e po prowej preedwojenny budy-
nok iydowskiej strdy podame (o
w i tesk ko Olimypia), dochodriny
dho kodcioka fw. Mikotgja. Weniesiony
w ITH6 r. na zgliszezach drewnianegn,
gotyekiogn kedclola imponuje wielko-
Seig. Monumentalina fasadn jest dede
lem Chrystiang Piotra Aignera, shn-
nego architekin okresy klasycyzmu,
Totdrgo sprowadzl Konstanty Crarto-
rski, dwepesny deiedzie Migdnre
e W ot gy wist ceniny obine
7 XV w. praedstawisjyey fw. Miko-
e, W ] i boczne] JSwe An-
toni” Rafaln Hadriewieza, w e Sw,

A dbral” jego weznia, Karols Mullerm,

a w otars deselo Hulewiczs  Ador
cjn Serca Najiwiptsra) Marii Panny”.
Artysta naumadownal Matke Bods @ du-
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MIEDZYRZEC PODLASKI Upamietniono $mierc kilkunastu tysiecy Zydow

,Modlitwa" na placu

Jana Pawta ll

™ Prawie 200 Zydow z calego
$wiata przybyto do Miedzyrzeca
Podlaskiego, by uczestniczyé
w uroczystosci odstonigcia

— Jestem dumna, e stoje na placu,
gdzie z jednej strony jest pomnik Jana
Pawla 11, a z drugiej moja rzeiba Mo-
dlitwa”, Dziekuje wazystkim, ktdrzy
dali zgode na jej ustawienie — wyznala

niedzielnej uroczystodei izrael-
ska artystka Yael Artzi. Przyznala, ze
przed dwoma laty, kiedy przyjechala tu
z przedstawicielami Zwiazku Miedzy-
rzeczan £ Podlasia w Izraelu, zainspiro-
wal ja szczegdlny klimat migdzyrzeckie-
go placu. Stoi na nim pomnik blogosia-
wincego ludzi Jana Pawla I1. Z kolei jej
rzeiba ukazuje w symboliczny sposib
postaé kobiety otulonej modlitewnym
talesem, czyli prostokatna chusta, ktdra
nakladana jest przez Zydéw na glowe
bad# ramiona podczas modlitwy.

Kiedy przed laty zydowskie ziomko-
stwo wyszlo z inicjatyws ustawienia
rzeiby na placu, pomyst natrafil na opér
miejscowych wladz i czedci mieszkan-
cow. Burmistrz Migdzyrzeca przyznaje,
E:m obawial sie antysyjonistycznych incy-

-Na ﬂmém:, bylo spokojnie. Spole-

czefistwo pogodzilo sie z widokiem nowej
rzedby — méwi burmistrz Artur Grzyb.

[

i
5
o
=

meMfmmwmpmmmm

Zaskoczeniem dla mieszkariciw Miedzy-
rzeca Podlaskiego byl aktywny udzial
w niedzielnej uroczystoscei ks. bp. Zbignie-

wa Kiernikowskiego, ordynariusza sie-
d]achegu Biskup recytowal po hebrajsku
pealm. Méwil te o potrzebie modlitwy do
jednego, jedynego Boga oraz o konieczno-
fci zrogumienia innych. Podkreslil, iz jest
wdzieczny Zydom, ze i trudne
chwile swego narodu.

Przejmujaco zabrzmiala i_'.rduwska
piedri-modlitwa _Boze czemus mnie opu-
écil” wykonana przez pochodzacq z Mie-
dzyrzeca Podlaskiego znana piosenkarke
Stawe Przybylska.

— Kiedy bylam dzieckiem, widzialam
deportacig Zydiw. A potem zostaly tylko
tobolki, pierze i krew. Polaly sig zy. Zo-
staly rysy na moim sercu. Spiewam £y-
dowskie pieéni. To jest méj whlad w ten
pomnik — Slawa Preybylska.

Podobny wydéwick miala minuta ciszy
po odstonieciu rzeéby-pomnika. Cokol
utonal w wieticach i kwiatach skladanych

preez goéel i delegacie z wielu krajiw.

pc-t]mhémrﬂlq aby nigdy nie zapo-
mmaéhrut&lm;] historii. Trzeba pamigtac
o tym, co si¢ stalo, ale budowaé. To najlep-
sza odpowiedz — skwitowal Zvi Rav-Ner,
nowy ambasador Izraela w Polsce,



PPN DI

JEWISH WORLD

A Memorial
in Mezritch

In a small town in Poland, Holocaust survivors and descendents remember 17,000
murdered Jewish residents with a memorial sculpture in the town’s main square,
alongside a statue of Polish-bom Pope John Paul I

Matt Mesvisky

HEERFULLY DISPLAYED

in souvenir shops for many

generations throughout the

American South were plagues,

lithographs and figurines
depicting grinning pickaninnies happily
tucking into luscious slices of watermelon.
Such tokens of racial stereotyping, along
with Sambo lawn jockeys, jigeging golli-
wogs and their ilk, are still occasionally to
be found in the less enlightened, Dercely
reactionary corners  of the former
Confederacy. But such cultural icons are
now rare; even in the Deep South most res-
idents must grudgingly acknowledge that
such items in Barack Obama's America are
not only politically incomect but profound-
Iy offensive.

We will return to the souvenir trade
later, but for now we are far away from
Mississippi  and Alabama. We're in
Miedzyrzec Podlaski, usually rendered in
English as Mezritch, in the coumy of
Radzyn, Poland, about 120 kilometers
southeast of Warsaw, even closer to
Treblinka. the site of the Nazi extermina-
tion camp. Mezritch is a fairly unremark-
able, somewhat shabby town of about
20,(MX) inhabitants, about one fifth of
whose adults are designated as unem-
ployed. We're in the town sguare on a
chilly, overcast moming in late May. We're
here because Jews have returned, if tem-
porarily, to Mezritch,

Indeed, perhaps the most notable thing
about Mezritch is that prior to World War
II, upwards of 75 percent of the town's
population, then also about 20,000, was
Jewish, “Not all the Jews spoke Polish,”
recalls Avram Gafmi, the affable 82-year-
old Mezriich native who cumently heads

i

PRAYER: Yael Artzri's two-ton block of reddish granite sculpture, which she calls * Tefils -
Prayer, In the main square of Mezritch

the Tel Aviv-based Mezriich Association,
“but many of the town's Poles spoke
Yiddish.” As well they should have. Jews
ran the town's best hospital, manned the
fire department, which had its own brass
band, managed a popular theater, main-
tained a bank, and operated hundreds of
workshops and businesses,

Jews were especially prominent in
Mezritch's chief industry, which was the
manufacture and export of high-guality
hoars” hair brushes — reportedly the largest
such operation at that time in the world.

THE JERUSALEM REPORT JULY 8, 2009

Jews, of every paolitical and religious
stripe, were so comforiable and prosperous
in Mezritch, where they had first settled in
1511, or according to another source, per-
haps even 100 vyears earlier, that they
referred to the town as “Little America,”
There are no Jews living in the town today.

VRAM GAFNI(NE WEINTRAUB)
Alﬁ one of those Holocaust survivors
who began speaking about his trau-
mas only in his later years. (Disclosure: Your

reporter is nelaed by marmiage o Gafni)

o]



When he was only 15, Gafni was deported,
along with his parents, his little sister, other
relatives and thousands of other Meznitch
Jews 1o the gas chambers at Treblinka, but his
parents managed o push him off the train
through a tiny window.
fter wandering in a forest for some
Aw:cks. he was finally taken in by a
Polish farmer who agreed o hide
him in a pit beneath a pigsty. Gafni spent
the next nine months underground,
allowed to surface only occasionally at
night, After the area was liberated by the
Red Army, the boy made his way to
Palestine, joined the Irgun anti-British
underground and then fought in the War of
Independence. He subsequently married,
raised a family and quietly ran a textile
shop in Tel Aviv. He would rarely speak of
his background, not even to his son or
daughter.
All that changed about a dozen years

~back when Gafni retired from business.

Lo

With time on his hands, Gafni leamned to
use a computer, began researching his
native town and started writing his mem-
oirs. In that connection, he found himself
spending more time with fellow Mezritch
survivors. He eventually returned, about
10} years ago, to the town for a visit with
his children. “T wanted them 1o see where |
came from,” Gafni says. “And showing
them was no problem. My former house
looked the same, There was the same crack
in the blackboard in my school.™

Soon Mezritch, a name that for more
than half a century Gafni had hardly let
pass his lips, became something of an
obsession, and soon a lot more people
would know the town's story. In 1999, he
helped produce a documentary film on
Mezritch called “Little America.” Along
with onsite testimony by Gafni and other
Meznich survivors, the Nilm featured radio
and television personality Micha Friedman
and satirist and children’s book author
Ephraim Sidon, both of whom have
Mezritch connections.

Five wvears later, Sidon collaborated
with actor and director Itzik Weingarien on
a play based on one of the most astonish-
ing episodes of Mezritch under the Mazis.
The drama, called “Mezritch,” depicts the
story of 10 Jews who hid for a staggering
13 months in an attic in a hotel on the town
square — the very building serving as
Gestapo headquarters — and were never
discovered. The play, which has enjoyed

ANCIENT TOMBS: Avram Ga
1o the 17th century

long runs at Tel Aviv's Tzavia theater and
elsewhere, requires the actors to perform
entirely on their hands and knees in a
crawlspace no higher than a kitchen table.

ND THAT'S ONLY one of the
Aim:n:t.lih]c stories that began 1o

emerge from Mezritch. Beyond the
collected testimonics, the documentary
film and the play about Mezritch, Gafni
developed a final project — a sort of crown-
ing achievement — establishing a memorial
to Mezritch’s 17,000 murdered Jews to be
placed right in the fown's main square.
Gafni got the idea some three years ago
when he met Yael Artzd, an internationally
noted [sracli sculptor. Artzi, born in
Moroceo, had created monuments before
and was immediately intrigued by the story
of Mezritch. On a visit 1o the town she
paced about the main square, which is now
named for the Polish-born Pope John Paul
Il. A Roman Catholic church faces the
square, and in front of the church is a stat-
e of the late pontiff, his arms raised in
supplication,

“That image sent a message directly to
me,” Artzi says. “That's how | decided on
my sculpture, which [ called ‘Tefila -
Prayer.”™

Anzi selected a two-ton block of red-
dish granite from India for her sculpture
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and set to work carving il into a semi-
abstract figure huddled in a prayer shawl.
Gafni and his fellow Mezritch
Association members meanwhile began
negotiating with the town fathers for the
installation of the memorial. The munici-
pality, he says, was receptive to the
proposition, but reluctant about its place-
ment in the town center. The square
already had a large memorial to Mezritch
citizens who had died in both World Wars,
or in Nazi concentration camps, as well as
plagues commemorating the Polish pope.
The mayor also pointed out that the for-
mer Jewish cemetery, largely destroyed
by the Nazis, already had & commemora-
tive stone set in place some years back by
Sarah and Abraham Finkelstein of
Elizabeth, New Jersey. Indeed. the town
council felt that the cemetery was the
appropriate place for any additional
memorial.

But Gafni insisted his memorial must be
placed prominently in the town square, and
after two years of negotiations over this
and related issues, the wown fathers, led by
a newly elected mayor, Artur Grzyb,
agreed.

It was in the town center, after all,
where the Mazis had perpetrated their most
horrendous crimes.
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of Mezritch and of its nearby shtetls

was camied out by the infamous
Reserve Police Battalion 101, the S5 and
the Hiwi (Ukrainian, Lithuanian and Polish
volunteer auxiliaries). Mezritch features
prominently in both Christopher R.
Browning's “Ordinary Men” (1992) and in
Daniel Jonah Goldhagen's “Hitler's
Willing Executioners” {1996).

Browning refers to the seven akticmren
(roundups) in Mezritch as the “largest
deportation operation the battalion would
carry out during its entire participation in
the Final Solution.” Goldhagen notes that
in the first akrion, on August 25-26, 1942,
“the roundup, the driving of the Jews from
their homes to the market square, was per-
haps the most brutal and licentious of all
those that Police Battalion 101 conducted.”

The rampage beggars the imagination.
On that first day, some 10,000 Mezrich
Jews were forced to squat for hours in the
town square under a brutal sun. Anyone
who moved was shol or beaten 1o death.
Goldhagen reports that “some of the
Germans organized a ‘game’ (spiel) of
tossing apples and whoever was struck by
the apple was then killed. This sport con-
tinued at the railway station, this time with
emplty liquor bottles.” An estimated 960
Jews, mostly women and children, were
thus murdered in the square and at the sta-
tion. “Afterwards,” Goldhagen notes,
“they loaded the dead together with the liv-
ing onto freight cars bound for Treblinka,”

Both Goldhagen and Browning (two
historians often at odds with each other
over their interpretations of the perpetra-
tors” matives) also document that the day’s
activities were witnessed by wives and
girlfriends of the Nazis, among them Vera
Wohlauf, the new bride of Hauptmann
{Captain) Julius Wohlauf, the commander
of Police Battalion 101's First Company.
Vern wore a military coat and cap and car-
ried a riding crop. A number of Nazis
reportedly considered Vera Wohlauf's
presence unseemly, as she was noticeably
pregnant.

Two days later, barbed-wire was strung
arcund a few blocks in Mezritch to form a
“transit ghetto,” the largest in the county of
Radzyn for the town's remaining Jews and
for Jews from the sumounding area. By
November 1943, which saw the seventh
and final roundup, an estimated 25,000

TI-[E DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS

Jews would be deported from the town to
be gassed at Treblinka or to be worked to
death at Majdanek.

Early on, some 1,000 Mezritch Jews
were granted temporary work permits for
local factories and workshops, but these
Jews, o, would eventually be murdered.
The trains often comprised 50 or 60 cattle
cars, and on one occasion a train was
crammed so densely that 179 Jews could
not be accommodated. These victims were
therefore marched to the Jewish cemetery
and shot dead there, The Germans, appar-
ently because of the difficulty in pronounc-
ing Miedzyrzec, came to refer to the town
as Menschenschreck — human horror.

HE DAY OF THE MEMORIAL
dedication began with a walking
tour of Mezritch led by Gafni. The
crowd consisted of about 150 persons -

‘My story is so incredible.
| hardly tell anybody any
more. People just stare
at me.’
- Holocaust survivor
Aviva Aruzi

about one-third were from lsrael — 10
Mezritch survivors, their descendants, and
other descendants from the U.S., Canada,
Britain and Australia. Also present were
Dr. Constanze Jaiser, a curator at Berlin's
new Holocaust musenm (“When | heard
about this event [ just couldn’t stay away"™)
and Alicjow Koscion, a librarian at a theo-
logical seminary in nearby Kielce who had
trained for two months as a Holocaust edu-
cator at Yad Vashem ("My uncle is the
Mezritch town historian, and ['ve always
been profoundly interested in the fawe of
the Jews here”). The massacre of 42 Jews
in Kiclce by Poles after the war, in 1946, is
another story. Micha Friedman, who had
appeared in the “Little Amenica” documen-
tary about the town, was also in atten-
dance.

Trailed by a Polish film crew, we began
our Via Dolorosa at the train station, where
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under an ominous slate sky and against the
cawing of crows, Gafni reminisced, as did
Gad Finkelstein, at 87 the oldest of the for-
mer Mezritch residents, and Naftali
Brezniak, a prominent Tel Aviv orthodon-
tist and son of a Mezritch survivor who
died only recently. Choking back tears,
each told his story, one more unimaginable
than the next,

Unimaginable? One of the young
women who hid in the attic over the
Gestapo headquarters had escaped train
transports to Treblinka, not once but nwice
jumping through cracks in the canle cars,
Then there was Aviva Manperl Aruzi of
Petach Tikva, who was bom in the
Mezritch ghetto and who against all odds
survived. (“Eh, my story is so incredible,”
she told me, * T hardly tell anybody any
more. People just stare at me.”) Boris
Shapiro, a retired high school guidance
counselor from New York, confided: “My
story is preity incredible, too. Somehow
both my parents and | escaped from the
train. All three of ws! 1 was only 8 at the
time and I don't really remember much, |
can hardly believe it myself.” Judith Silver
of London waved me away, oo choked up
to say any more than, “I'm so privileged o
be here”

ROM THE TRAIN STATION,
which Mezritch veterans insisted had

not changed in the least over the past
635 years, the melancholy crowd trudged 1o
the little bridge over the nearby Schna
River, scene of several dramatic escapes
from Nazi gunfire, then tw the Jewish
cemetery, where graves date back to the
17th century. The cemetery also contains a
mass grave of the Jews who were mur-
dered there, as well as the remains of sev-
eral scores of Jewish slave laborers killed
outside of town and whose bones were
found by Mezritich residents in 1946 and
reinterred in the Jewish graveyard.

Gafmi proudly pointed out that the youth
brigade of the Mezritch volunteer fire
department had recently labored mightily
to clean up the “jungle” that had overtaken
the cemetery. He also noted that while the
Germans had used Jewish gravestones as
paving blocks, a local Pole had preserved
pieces of Jewish tombstones in his garage
for 50 years, urning them over to Gafni a
year or so before for placement in the
cemetery.

Gafni cites these actions as evidence of
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the goodhearted Mezritch gen-
tiles, along with the Mezritch
workman who arranged, gratis,
the installation of the town
square memorial and the town
officials, whom Gafni charac-

terizes as “mow  enthusiastic”
about the project. Ariel
Yahalom, who assisted Gafni
with many of the preliminary
arrangements for the memorial,
told me that &t one point Galni
did wonder how long the pro-
posed sculpture would remain
free of anti-Semitic graffiti.
But, today, Gafni maintains that
Poland is “probably the least
anti-Semitic nation in Europe.”

This is quite a tumabout for o
man who long subscribed o the
view of his one-time
Revisionist heroes Menachem
Begin and Yitzhak Shamir that
“Poles imbibe anti-Semitism
with their mother's milk.” This,
1 must confess, is an opinion |
myself have long shared. Have
times changed? Cenainly in the
past anti-Semitism was quick to
surface in Mezntch,

occurred in 1B15. In the Nazi era,
Christopher Browning reports, one Battalion
101 platoon leader estified at his war cnimes
trial that just before the massacre in the
cemetery, the MNazis had to chase away “eager
spectators” — presumably Mezritch gentiles.
And in “Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland After
Auschwite™ (2006], Jan. T. Gross documents
numerous cases of anti-lewish hostility and
violence by Mezritch gentiles aimed against
the | percent of Mezriich Jews, about 200
souls, who survived the war and the camps.

After the recitation of the Kaddish, the
intoning of Ef Malei Raharmim, the reading of
a poem by Eliahu Magid and the laying of the
wreaths, we made our way from the mosgui-
to-plagued cemetery, past the site where the
3,000-seat  synagogue had once stood
(destroved by the Nuxis) and the 1own square.
It was here we assembled for the memorial
unveiling.

ERE, TOO, | THOUGHT ABOUT
Hm.: Poles, the Mezritch gentiles. |

can penetrate the minds of neither

s

- ¥y

Holocaust survivors nor of their persecu-
tors, but as a bystander to history, ['ve
thought a ot about the bystanders. [ was in
a tvwn in which hundreds of former Jewish
homes and businesses were now occupied
by gentiles. Countless issues regarding the
ownership of former Jewish property in

‘Poland is probably the
least anti-Semitic nation in
Europe’
- Holocaust survivor
Avram Gafni

Poland remain unresolved and numerous
claims by heirs have been put forward,
With good reason, therefore, many Polish
“homeowners” may well tremble when
Jewish visitors come by, How did Mezritch
residents feel about thm? Whar did they
think of these Jews now descending on
their Pope John Paul 11 Square with their
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REFUGE: The hotel, center, on Mezritch town square — the very building serving as Gestapo
Chmelnicki pogromists slaugh- headquarters — where 10 Jews hid for a staggering 13 months In an attic and were never discovered
tered Jews in Mezntch in 1648-9;
a ritwal murder libel in Mernich

bold Israeli flags and their two tons of
lugubrious polished granite? How many
Mezritch gentiles would wrn out for the
ceremonial dedication of the memorial to
Mezritch’s Jews?

Hundreds did attend, and the ceremony
was impressive. The square was festive
with the Nags of Israel, Poland and the
European Union. The police band played a
sonorous “Hatikva”™ and a jeunty Polish
national anthem. The youth squad of the
fire brigade, resplendent in their crimson
shirts, formed an honor guard. Israel's
ambassador to Poland, Zvi Rav-Ner (only
three weeks on the job), addressed the
crowd on wolerance and coexistence, as did
Bishop Zhigniew Kiemikowski of Kielce
{reciting a few lines of a psalm in Hebrew),
Sculptor Yael Artzi spoke, as did Avram
Galni, town officials and a member of the
Polish parliament.

NTERMITTENTLY, A LOUDSPEAKER
broadcast the celebration of the mass
eing held in the Roman Catholic
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church on the square (it was Sunday). the
church with its statue of the Polish pope.
his arms raised towards the former Gestapa
headquarters and the attic with its Jewish
stowawiays, who survived until the Red
Army arrived, that stood exactly opposite
on the square. Jews once maintained some
88 shops and stalls on this central market
place, Today there’s a lingerie shop, a com-
puter store, a mini-market and not much
else.

On cue, the sun broke through and dis-
persed the clouds, The cover was whisked
off of the memorial. Flowers were laid o
its base, which was inscribed in Polish,
Yiddish, Hebrew and Enghsh with the
words: “The voice of your brother’s blood
is crying out to me from the ground™ (Gen.
4:10), TV cameras rolled, people wok pic-
tures. The crowd remained subdued. One
man said the monument looked like “one
of those Jews in a prayer shawl.” A woman
was overheard saving the memorial
reminded her of a pregnant Jew her moth-
er had seen shot dead by a Nazi practically
on this very spot.

AT DID THE POLES MAKE
of all this” What w make of the
Poles? What 1o make of Haling

and Adam Sawicey and their daughter
Monika! The family had just emerged from
church and had been drawn by curiosity to
the activity on the square. (“The priest didn
mention the memonal dedication,” Halina
told me via her daughter. the only member of
the family who spoke English. “He didn’t
even fell us the bishop was in Mesriich!™)

Monika, who was home on vacation from
Atlanta, Georgia, where she works as an au
pair and is studying to teach English as a sec-
ond language, then said that her parents were
“s0 excited aboul the Jewish memoral that
they just had 10 do something. Would we
come to their home for lunch?”

Well, | said, I'm here with
COMpanions.

Seven guests for an impromptu lunch?
Absolutely no problem. Just jump in your
van and follow us!

Which we did, following Adam Sawicey's
BMW about 10 kilometers out of town (o o
modem suburban villa on a tract of bucalic
countryside. The home would be enviable in
any couniry — right down (o the grape arbor,
the designer fumishings and the brushed
mictal hoine entertuinment system. “We used
1o have a hitle weekend cithin here,” Sawicey

ROATHE

said through his daughter. “We liked it so
much we built this place and moved here
from town permanently.” Sawicey explained
that he'd been o long-distance truck driver for
many yeurs and now owned his own interma-
tional transport company. “The EL has been
good for Poland,”™ he suid lconcally, as he
poured out the three-star brandy.

His wife, meanwhile, ran back and fonh

‘My uncle is the Mezritch
town historian, and I've
always been profoundly
interested in the fate of
the Jews here’

- Librarian Alicjow Koscion

Trom her sparkling kitchen, loading the dining
room fable with soup, sausages, pierogi,
cakes and pastries, all homemade. Coffee, tea
and a box of Polish chocolates the size of a
pizza carton rounded out the meal,

It was all very unexpected and very nice,
bt 1 couldn’t get a grip on why the Sawiccys
had been moved o suddenly invile seven
strangers into their home for a meal, The par-
ents were in their fifties. According (o the
daughter, they had known that Meznitch had
once had Jewish residents, but all that was
before their fime. They'd never known any
Jews. “This day,” Monika repeated when |
pressed her, “they just felt they had w do
scnnething for Jewish people.”

We had 1o get back 1o town for more
events. Al 4 pom. the local cinema hosted a
much-loved Mezritch chanteuse, Slawa
Preybyuska, 77, who came out of semi-retine-
ment 1o perform nearly an hour of Yiddish
and Hebrew songs. and then a showing of the
Israeli-made docomentary, “Little Amernica”
The suditorium was standing room only. In
the evening, a banguet was held in the town's
best hotel, The Hespenis, and more speeches
about brotherhood and tolernce by local dig-
nitaries and members of Tel Aviv's Meeritch
Association. Next day the visitors were off 1o
tour the Majdanek concentration camp nesir
Lublin, then on to Krakow and Auschwite,
The previous day Galni had also esconed a
group of Meznch teens to Treblinka, |
excused myselfl from most of these visits,
having alresdy made such excumions vears
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ago: | believe one visit to Auschwitz, if | may
be permitted to say, is quite enough.

AD A HARD TIME GETTING MY
head around the notion of Jews making
ilgrimages 1o sites where their familics
had been sloughtered. But | was even more
puzzled by all those Mezritch citizens who
had come out o witness the day's events.
Who were these gentiles and why were they
here? These questions have any number of
answers, Was it mere cuniosity? A residual
guilt? Do the Meritch gentiles themselves
even know?

Optimists might hold that with fascism
and communism and maybe even anti-
Semitism well buried in the past, it’s sim-
ply honoring old victims in & new Polund
in a new Europe,

Cynics, meanwhile, might argue it's
simply pandering to Jewish tourism by an
economically distressed and otherwise
unvisited town like Mezritch, Jews, after
all, are a major component in Poland’s
tourism industry. Several Polish-run tourist
outfits eater specifically to Jewish visitors.
Moreover, virtually every hotel gift shop or
souvenir stand that [ saw in Poland fea-
tured pictures and figurines of pious rabbis
and dancing hasidim.

But incredibly, just s commin ane sou-
venir depictions of Jewish moneylenders
counting their gold. 1 saw these in Poland’s
urban centers and in tiny villages like
Kazimierz Dolny and in mid-size wowns
like Mezritch, [ even saw such knick-
knacks in Warsaw's Frederic Chopin
Adrport,

Are the Poles so far removed from his-
tory that they see nothing wrong with miar-
keting Streicher-like images of Jews as
money-grubbers? Has no one in Poland
ever protested the sale of such items? Such
racist “souvenirs,” as noted above, are
frowned wpon and largely suppressed even
in the lund of the Ku Klux Klan, Why are
Poles not embarrassed by them?

Therein lies a mystery, The farmer who
saved Aveam Gafni's life at the risk of his
own was not the typical Polish gentile.
Meither were the Mesritch residents who
denounced hidden Jews to the Gestapo in
return for bags of sugar. But what 1o make
of the ones in between these extremes, the
millions of bystanders? And of the millions
of Poles today? Is Poland in truth “the least
anti-Semitic nation in Europe™! And if so,
is that saying much? ®
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Rok Polski w Izraelu

Od 9 kwietnia 2008 r. trwa w lzraelu ok Polskl - wielkie
wydarzenie kulturalne | naukows, ukazujace dorobek
Polski, kraju drogiege sercom wielu Zvdéw. Bogary
program cbchoddw, obejmujgcy m.in. projekcje Almdw,
wysiepy znanych polskich 1 izraelskich anystdw,
seminaria, warsztaty oraz konferencie naukowe, jest
koordynowany przez Instyiut Adama  Mickiewicza
w Warszawie, Ambasade Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej
w Tel Awiwie | Instytut Polski w Tel Awiwie
Koficowym akordem obchoddw jest wspdlna emisja
enaczka pocztowego, upamigtniajyca postal Berka
Joselewicza — bohatera polskich zrywdw narodowo-
Sciowych.

Berek Joselewicz

Berek Joselewicz urodzil sig w 1764 r. w Kretyndze,
na Litwie. Zajmowal si¢ handiem kofimi. Po wybuchu
powstania kedciuszkowskiego w 1794 r. wraz 2 |dzefem
Aronowiczem napisat w jezyku jidysz odezwe do Zyddw
polskich, wzywajaca ich do walki. Z okolo pleciuset
ochownikdw zorganizowal regiment kawaleril. Na jego
progbe Naczelnik Tadeusz Kofciuszho zapewnil
dotnigrzom  pochodzenia  Zyvdowskiego przestrzeganie
religijnych obyvczajéw, w tym noszenie brdd | spodywa-
nie keszemego jedzenia oraz preesirzeganie szabatu,
jesli okolicgnodci na 1o pozwola. Fodczas obrony
warszawskie] Pragi sewadron Berka Joselewicza zostal
rozbity - niewielu fotnierzy ocalato. Jednym x nich byl
dowddca oddziatu, Po upadiku powsiania Berek Joselewicz
wyemigrowal do Wioch, pdzie jako . pulkownik, Rotmistrz

Nowy znaczek i koperta Pierwszego Dnia

Obiegu FDC

Poczia Polska wraz z Poczig lzraelsky wprowadzajg do
obiegu znaczek pocztowy w bloku dla upamigtnienia
Roku Polskiego w Izraelu i podkreslenia pravjacielskich
stosunkdw migdey obu krajami. Na znaceku znajduje sig
portret Berka Joselewicza na koniu. Autorem obrazu
namalowanego w 1893 r, jest wybitny malarz polski
jullusz Kossak., Warto przypomnied, 2e jest o druga
wspdina emisja obydwu adminisiracli poczrowych.
W 1993 r. wydany zostal znaciek pocttowy ¥ prey-
wieszka | kartka okolicznosciowa dla upamigtnienia
50. rocznlcy powstanla Zyddw w warszawskim getcie.

autor projektu: Marzanna Dabrowska
liczba znaczka: 1

nominal: 5,00 zt

naklad: 400,000 szt.

technika druku: olfset

wymiary znaczka:  39.5 x 31.25 mm
wymiary bloku: 90 x 70 mm

papier: fluorescencyiny

dara obiegu: 22 kwietnia 2009 1.

Kawaleril Polskie]”, zgtosil sig do Legiondw Polskich
generata Jana Henryka Dabrowskiego. Bral udziat
w wielu bitwach w kampanil napoleofiskiej (m.in.
pod Hohenlinden | Austerlicz), Po utworzeniu Kslestwa
Warszawskiego w 1807 r. pozostal w armil jako
dowddca szwadronu w 5. Pulku Strzelodw Konnych.
W 1808 r. zostal odznaczony Krzyvien Kawalerskim
Virtuti Militari, weeesniej zad francuskim Orderem Legii
Honorowej. Zging! w czasie walk pod Kockiem w 1809 1.
Tradycje patriotyczne] walki o welnosd Polski
kontynuowal syn Berka Joselewicza, Jozel Berkowic
(1789 - 1844) | jego wnuk Leon.

Stawa Berka...

Berek Joselewice okryl sie wielka stawg. Pravkiad jego
podwigcenia sie sprawie odzvskania wolnoscl kraju,
w ktdnm jego rodzina fyta od pokolen i kidry uwadal
wa swolg Ojczyang, i najlepszy zachgty dia innych
Zvddw polskich w nasiepnych latach. W walkach
narodowowyewoleficeych brato udzial wielu patriotdw
polskich tydowskiego pochodzenia. Nie cheieli oni biernie
praveladad sig nekajaoym  ziemie polskie wojennym
rawieruchom. Wstgpowali wigc do wojska, mdule
odznaczalli sle walecznofcia | bojowym  mestwem.
Poiomkowie Berka |oselewicza walczyll na wszystkich
frontach 1§ 11 wojny dwiatowej. Nie zabraklo ich m.in.
ani w Armii generala Wiadystawa Andersa, ani w 1 Armii
Waojska Polskiego, ani w polskim podzicmiu., Nikt bowiem
bardziej od Polakdw i Zvddw nie rozumial, co 1o znaczy
snic o wolnej Ojczyvinie | za nig oddac #ycle.

Ciekawostka:
O bohaterskim Berku joselewiczu kradyl wierszyk:

Byt raz Berek, dzielny Zvd,
Czlek pocaciwy, wojak prawy,
Nie kwaterka, ni szulerka,
lecz sig krwig dorobil slawy.”




The Polish Year in Israel

Since 9 April 2008 a major event of culture and science - The Polish Year, has been celebrated
in Israel in order to demonstrate the legacy of Poland, a country which is dear to many Jewish
people. The rich agenda of the scheme, including film presentations, performance of well
known Polish and Israeli artists, seminars, workshops and science conferences, is coordinated
by the Adam Mickiewicz Institute in Warsaw, the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Tel
Aviv and the Polish Institute in Tel Aviv. The crowning of the celebrations is a joint postage
stamp issue, commemorating the person of Berek Joselewicz — a hero of the Polish bids for
independence.

Berek Joselewicz

Berek Joselewicz was born In 1764 in Kretynga, Lithuania. He earned a living as a horse
trader. Upon the outbreak of the Tadeusz Kodciuszko uprising in 1794, with the help of |dzef
Aronowicz he wrote an appeal in the Yiddish language calling the Polish Jews to arms. With
around five hundred volunteers who responded to his call, he built a cavalry regiment.
He persuaded Kosciuszko to allow that the Jewish freedom fighters observe their religious
customs, including wearing beards, eating kosher meals and celebrating Sabbath whenever
it's possible in the circumstances. Berek Joselewicz's squadron was beaten during the battle
to defend the Praga district of Warsaw, with only a few survivors remaining, including
the captain. After the fall of the uprising, Berek Joselewicz emigrated to ltalv, where he joined
the Polish Legions of general Jan Henryk Dabrowski as “colonel, Captain of the Polish
Cavalry”. He took pan in numerous bartles of the Napoleonic campaign, including the ones
of Hohenlinden and Austerlitz. Following the constitution of the Duchy of Warsaw (Ksigstwo
Warszawskie) in 1807, he remained in the army as squadron leader in the 5 Mounted
Riflemen Regiment. In 1808 he was awarded with the Virtuti Militari Knight's Cross, and
he also received the National Order of the Legion of Honour prior to that, He died during
the battles of Kock in 1809, The patriotic traditions of fighting for the freedom of Poland were
passed on to Berek Joselewicz’s son, J6zef Berkowicz (1789 — 1846), and his grandson Leon.

Berek's fame...

Berek Joselewicz earned himsell a great deal of fame. The example that he set by committing
his life to fighting for the freedom of the country where his family had lived for generations,
and which he considered to be his motherland. was the strongest encouragement for many
Polish Jews in the following vears. Numerous Polish patriots of Jewish origin fought in the
armed bids fer independence. They were the ones who did not agree o stand idle and waich
the Polish land being engulfied with the ravages of war. 5o they joined the army, and they gave
proof of their courage and valour. The descendants of Berek Joselewicz fought on every front
of World Wars [ and 11, including in the armed forces of general Wiadystaw Anders, the 1st
Polish Army and the Folish underground forces. That is because no one could understand
what it means to dream of the freedom of one's mother country, and sacrifice their life for that
cause, better than the Poles and the Jews.

New stamp and First Day Cover

Poczia Polska (the Polish Post), in cooperation with Israel Post, issued a postage stamp
block in order to commemorate the Polish Year in Israel and to stress the amiable nature
of the relations berween both states. The stamp features a porrait of Berek Joselewicz sitting
on a horse. The image on the postage stamp is a copy of a painting made in 1893 by an
outstanding Polish painter, Juliusz Kossak. It's worth neting that it's the second joint issue
of the above postal operators. In 1993 a postage stamp with an adjoining field and
a commemorative postcard were issued on account of the 50th anniversary of the uprising
in the Warsaw Ghetto.

+ Postage stamp block
Did you know? of "The Polish Year in Israel”
The hero Berek Joselewicz even had Design authar: Marzanna Dygbrowska

¢ im- Number of stamps: |
a short thyme about him: v o R

Print mun: 400,000

"Once there was Berek, a rough Jewish man, Printing technique: offset

He was decent, and he was brave, B Sine K O T
He didn't drink and he didn' cheat, st B

But shed his blood to gain his fame.” Issue date; 22 April 2009
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