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To Mezritchers in Israel and
Around the World

Although it will soon be 70 years since the disaster
that befell our city and loved ones, the memory
still bubbles and lives within us. We are the
society in Israel of people from Mezritch, who do
everything to insure that the memory of our city
and loved ones will be imprinted on the pages of
history forever.

In 2009 we shall fulfill a dream of ours and many
of those from our city who are no longer with

us. After approximately one and a half years

we succeeded in overcoming the Polish and
Israeli bureaucracy and acquired from the Polish
authorities the legal rights to erect a memorial
sculpture for the residents of the town and its
surroundings that will be placed in the town square
nearby the statue of Pope Pavel the second. Many
people “in the know” did not believe that we
would secure the permit to erect the sculpture in
the square, but our faith together with a persistent
will - paid off. We received a permanent area in
the square to place the sculpture. This month the
cement base will be cast and in May 2009 we
intend to unveil the sculpture.

We intend to have all the city’s former residents
and their offspring, from Israel and the Diaspora,
attend the unveiling ceremony. This event will be a
significant milestone in the project to immortalize
the Jews who perished in the Holocaust - generally
and for the legacy of the Jews of Mezritch in
particular.

The Society Steering Committee
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July 2008
Dear Fellow Mezritshers,

It has been 30 years since the publication of
Sefer Mezritsh: le zecher kedoshei ‘irenu.
Its contents, written in Hebrew and Yiddish,
have been largely kept from the readership
of a world wide audience because of the
language barrier. It is time to remedy that
situation.

[ am the daughter of Mania Zauberman, born
in Mezritsh around 1925 to Bela Rozenwald
and Adam (Yidl) Zauberman. My mother
died twenty seven years ago in Houston,
Texas having told me virtually nothing about
her life before the war. As I approach the age
at which she died, the need to know about
her early life has propelled me to read all that
I can find about Poland during those years.
One of the sources that I turned to was the
Sefer Mezritsh, only to come up against the
obstacle of language.

Under the auspices of Jewish Gen, I am happy
to report that we have begun the translation of
the Sefer Mezrtish. Our translator is Jerrold
Landau of Toronto, Canada. I am serving as
the Project Coordinator and Editor of the
book. Our book is 821 pages long, written
in Hebrew and Yiddish, with the Yiddish
portion being the longer of the two sections.
Jerrold and I are currently working on the
Tables of Contents of both sections, which
will finished shortly and then uploaded to the
Jewish Gen website (http://www.jewishgen.
org/yizkor/). Photos from the book along
with their captions, will be included in the
translation.

The Yizkor Project Digest will keep you
posted on the progress of our translation.
To subscribe to the Digest, go to http://lyris.
jewishgen.org/ListManager/.

Because of the length of the book, translation
will be a lengthy process, and will last
approximately 5 years. It will also be costly
— about $23,000. Please consider making
a contribution to the translation project
through JewishGen so that we can complete
this multi-year project and in this way honor
our Mezritsh ancestors.  Donations are
gratefully accepted at http://www.jewishgen.
org/JewishGen-erosity/v_projectslist.
asp?project_cat=23. Make sure you specify
our town, Miedzyrzec Podlaski! The history
of our loved ones’ lives, their town, their
times, their triumphs and sorrows, makes
them real to readers of today, and the
generations to come.

I would like to thank Naphtali Brezniak and
Avraham Gafni who have been very helpful
in providing pronunciation for names in the
Sefer Mezritsh. Thanks also to those of you
who have been to Mezritsh recently, have
posted photos on the website, and worked
to improve the conditions at the cemetery. I
look forward to working with all of you to
preserve the memories of our loved ones.

Please feel free to contact me at jamie.
kotler@gmail.com with any comments or
suggestions you might have.

Jamie Kotler

(58) 7I



I personally enjoyed the process of finding Yael,
getting her into the Mezritch mindset, and seeing
her decide upon the form that Tfilah would
take. We were led by Avraham’s wonderful
management style, steering the committee’s
cooperation and negotiation sessions - even
down to deciding upon the biblical quotation
described above.

The Jew as an artist has two responsibilities.
First of all he or she must endeavor to be a great
practitioner of the chosen craft. And secondly,
he or she must guarantee that this talent is part of
our Jewish heritage, naturally - a kind of cultural

socialism. Yael has brought universal themes
and forms to Tfilah so that it appropriately
represents the survivors and their families who
were lost in the Mezritch Town Square.

In Picture #4 we see Yael’s satisfaction with her
creation, another member of her rich portfolio of
sculptures as can be seen at Kibbutz Sdot Yam
and shown in Picture #5. This is a first milestone
in the trip to Mezritch for Tfilah next spring.

And then the story continues.

5: Yael’s Sculpture Garden by Her Studio in Kibbutz Sdot Yam

I 6 (59)



But there is some protective inner defiance as
well. The study and impressions she gathered are
best expressed in the rationale Yael wrote before
starting Tfilah, as translated from Hebrew in
Picture #3.

Yael’s childhood recollections of her mother’s
praying style each morning also influenced the
form of Tfilah. Believing that sleep is a hint
of death, upon arising her mother would wrap
herself within a prayer shawl and thank God for
letting her awaken to another day. The feeling
of momentary solace and protection is shown by
the Talit (robe) that attempts to enshroud within
a safe place; perhaps this feeling of security will
be permanent in our children’s future.

The Dedication
As part of the Tfilah unveiling and dedication

to take place next spring, there will be an
inscription plaque securely attached to the base
with the following biblical quotation in several
languages:

“The voice of your brother's blood is
crying out to me from the ground!”

This sentence is taken directly from Genesis
(B’raysheet), Chapter 4, verse 10. Cain has
just killed Abel, and the full sentence reads:
But the Lord said, “What have you done?
The voice of your brother’s blood is crying
out to me from the ground!” Considering
the significance of the holocaust that befell
Mezritch, and the shocking breakdown
in relations between previously good
neighbors in the town, this inscription is
perfect.

The plaque shall also say the
following:

In memory of the Jews from
Myedzyrzec Podlasky (Mezritch) and
its surroundings, who were murdered
by the German conqueror during the
Holocaust, 1939-1944.

The Creative Process

Since joining the Mezritch Memorial Society,
I have been repeatedly amazed at the sheer
creative energy that gushes from each survivor
and their offspring. They manage to harness the
emotions that were forced upon them (both the
survivors and their second generation) to yield
meaning and focus. Their expressive outlets
are in writing memoirs and plays, producing
television documentaries, and orchestrating a
memorial sculpture. Humbled, I can’t help but
renew the Mezritch pride my father branded into
us as kids. The energy that Avraham has recruited
from himself and the steering committee to
organize the Tfilah memorial project symbolizes
the desire to overcome despair and anger in

order to state a message: we are still on

your map !




"Prayer"

A memorial stulpture dedicated to the Jews of Mezritch
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3: Yael’s inspiration for Tfilah

Yael has created dozens of sculptures and
sculpture gardens around the world; they appear
in Europe, Scandinavia, the U.S.A., South
America, Thailand, Australia, Japan and Israel.
Yael’s work is a landmark around Caesarea
and her home in Kibbutz Sdot Yam, where she
works in her cliff-top studio. Yael had previously
delivered a memorial sculpture commemorating
the destroyed Jewish community of Buchnia in
Poland, a project that brought her to us.

Watching the evolution of Tfilah last winter
from a square granite block to its warm textural
image revealed Yael as a woman of boundless
energy and creative insight. Yael’s approach to
her craft can also be seen in a tall mahogany
wood sculpture she donated to the Tel Hashomer
Hospital. The remarkable part of this delivery is
that she started the sculpture while still a patient
there herself.

I4(61)

Experiencing a difficult recuperation from
surgery, she decided to bootstrap herself back to
health by working on this sculpture every day
in a nearby garden, while she still wore hospital
pajamas and was attached to infusion. The
resulting 3 meter sculpture “Tenderness” (or
“Embrace”) has been on permanent display in
the hospital’s main lobby for over 20 years.

The Inspirational Theme

Yael read all the material written about Mezritch
by Avraham Gafni and Naphtali Brezniak before
visiting the town together with them in the
Spring of 2007. During this visit she managed to
capture the still-resident Jewish sadness of spirit,
adreadful perception of doom’s waiting room for
those Jews who were caught in Mezritch during
the seven Actzia’s. All those helpless souls were
brutally dragged from the Ghetto and emptied
into the town square for the fatal deportation to
Treblinka and other death camps.



Now that Tfilah is done and ready for transport
to Poland, many people have come to see and
touch it in Kibbutz Sdot Yam, where it was born.
The original dedication date was planned for
September 2008, instead of the annual Hazkara.
However, travel arrangements to Mezritch for
the dozens of participants could not be completed
on time, so the new date is set for May of 2009.

The Mezritch Memorial Society is planning
the format of the unveiling and dedication of
Tfilah; many Israeli and Polish dignitaries will
be invited, and a video documentary of the
event will be filmed too. Meanwhile, contact has
been made with Yad Vashem about potentially
placing Tfilah on temporary exhibit to tell the
entire story before it goes overseas.

Yael decided to work with red-black granite:
“whose character creates these connections:
Blood, Earth, Man”. A practical justification
for granite is to guard against Poland’s harsh
winters, and perhaps local delinquents who may
have difficulty accepting the Jewish reminder.

2: Planned location of Tfilah in th

She began to work in earnest towards the end
of 2007. As Yael described her experience after
finishing it three months later, she was obsessed
by Tfilah and worked day and night continuously,
to the exclusion of any other projects. This
became a very personal assignment for her. The
sculpture was completed in March and has been
receiving visitors in the sun since Purim.

About the Artist

All visitors to the Tel Aviv Municipality can see
Yael’s acclaimed Basalt-stones sculpture for
the Yitzhak Rabin Memorial at the spot were
he was shot. It reflects the shock of our nation
and the world right after Rabin was assassinated
in 1995. The uneven posture of each stone
relative to its neighbor reflects the emotional
and political tumult that gripped all of us for so
long afterwards.
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The, Titilah, Sculpture, fox, Meziitch,
Erieated by, Yael Autsiy

Bernie Mezrich

The project to create a sculpture by Yael Artsi
that will be dedicated by survivors in the middle
of the Mezritch Town Square was already
launched before last year’s Mezritch Memorial
meeting (Hazkara) in Tel Aviv. During that
Hazkara and in the 2007 Mezritch Tribune we
learned details of Yael’s conceptual basis for
the memorial sculpture. We also learned about
the tense but rewarding trip to Mezritch by
Avraham Gafni, Yael, and Naphtali Brezniak,
when they overcame the objections raised by
the local government regarding the placement
of the sculpture in the center of town. There
was a remarkable determination to succeed, as
both the artist and Avraham wanted to create a
symbolic yet suitable monument to the doomed
Jews of Mezritch, the major population of the
town who were rounded up and deported from
that spot during the seven Actzias.

Called Tfilah (Prayer), see Picture
#1, the sculpture’s appearance and
its message was critical to gaining
acceptance by the Mezritch mayor
and his town council, guaranteeing
a dominant place in the very midst
of the Polish city that lost all
traces of their Jews. Much polite
but persistent persuasion has
saved the sculpture from being
diverted to stand obscurely
near the Jewish cemetery or at

a remote crossroads entering
town.

It was only after Yael presented a computer slide
show that she had composed on the spot that this
central location was secured; see Picture #2 for
a simulated view.

But after returning from their “sales” ftrip,
Avraham still had to convince the local
authorities, remotely by email translated to and
from Polish for officials and his new friends, to
honor their personal pledge and maintain the
sculpture’s rightful place in the central square.
After countless queries, Avraham has just learned
that we have received the necessary license to
erect the sculpture in the center of town; nothing
less would be acceptable by Avraham or anyone
else in the Mezritch survivor’s community. The
cement base for Tfilah’s site is also on schedule
for casting in the town square.
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