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Pupils at Oren School listen to Naama Egozi
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A magnificent model of Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva
was built by Tzach Akunis and Dan Banin
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Marsz pamigci, marsz niewiedzy

W marszu uczestniczyli gtdwnie uczniowie
szkdét Srednich. Fot. Jacek Babicz

Kilkaset osob, giéwnie ucznidéw, uczcito
wczoraj pamie¢  zydowskich  dzieci

zamordowanych w Lublinie w 1942 roku.
67 lat temu podczas likwidacji getta na
Podzamczu, naziSci zabili wychowankéw
zydowskiej ochronki._

Uczniowie przemaszerowalispod kamienicy
przy ul. Grodzkiej 11 (tam znajdowata si¢
ochronka) na boisko osiedlowe na Tatarach.

Takg samg droge 24 marca 1942 r. przebyly
zydowskie dzieci, po czym dokonano
ich egzekucji. Wigkszos¢ z przybytych
uczniéw miata mgliste pojecie o tej tragedii.
Wiedzieli gléwnie, ze marsz ma upamigtnic
$mier¢ dzieci, ale na tym znajomos¢ tematu
sic konczyta. Znalazto si¢ jednak kilka
wyjatkow, jak Adam Rzadkowski z klasy Id
I LO. - Interesuje si¢ IT wojng Swiatowa i
chciatem sprawdzi¢ histori¢ Lublina z tego
okresu. Tak trafitem na opis mordu - méwi.
- Ale to fakt znany garstce osob, powinno
sie go mocniej nagtosnic.

Organizator akcji Osrodek Brama Grodzka
Teatr NN zdaje sobie sprawe z niewielkiej
wiedzy natemat zbrodni. - Marsze sg jedynie
punktem wyjScia do zapoznania si¢ z ta
smutng historig - méwi Monika Krzykata.

Pawel Franczak

Photos :Tomasz Czajkowski and Marcin Sudzinski, TNN
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Request for getting 60 kilos of fish in a week
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The Kinderheim at 41 Krawiecka Street. The children were photographed holding new shoes in their hands
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Shmuel Gradel, 1946 Emanuel Gradel, 1946

193971711 M7
Dvorah Gradel, 1939
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Shifrah and Moshe Gradel with their firstborn
daughter, baby Dvorka
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A warm house was in Lublin: Gradel family around the table

IART “2TIXN DJ7 17 OXN”
.0nMlan
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1942
"Is it very cold for you?”

asked the worried parents.
1942. The two brothers in a

labor camp at Sibiria
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May 1939. Sister Dorka (on the left) with her friend in the hospital at Vilnius [Wilno]

|'7217,10 N{702I0IAI7,"NTIN” 1019 :DI7¥N 1938 ,'72172 (D121§7) 27y’ DX
(Photo "Modern”, Lubartowska 10, Lublin) Brother Jacob (Kobus) in Lublin, 1938
['72172 227 7R{7TNY 2XD
Father Ezekiel Zinger in Lublin
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Hana, Aron and their three children in front of their home at 3 Niecala Street in Lublin.
Yehuda in the arms of his father.
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The grown up children returned to Lublin for a visit and were photographed exactly at the same place
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"My beloved sister, please send us a package. We
are in great need"

This request for help must have been thought about
very carefully by my grandparents. They write that
they need help but do not specify what kind of help.
They wrote "we are in great need" and I am trying to
imagine the state they were in. For a long time they
were the ones who used to help the other members
of the family — not to get help from anyone. It was
in their home that Sima stayed with her daughter
while Sima's husband had gone to America to make
the arrangements for their arrival.

"Our son Feivel is in Dumbas, Russia"

It is possible that up till now they were scared to say
that their youngest son was in Russia. During the
early stages of the German occupation he was taken
to work for the Germans. My grandmother arranged
for him to escape to her brother's in Lwow and later
on he worked in the salt mines in Dumbas. Following
the German invasion of the U.S.S.R. he joined The
Red Army. They would not have dared to write on
the postcard that they have a son in the red army.
I suppose my uncle was not yet in service in the
summer of 1941. I assume they have gotten letters
from him from Russia and that is how they knew
about his whereabouts. During his service he was
stationed in Wladiwostock and later was transferred
to the Polish front where he was wounded.

"How are you? Are you getting mail from my
Yizhak? Write to me promptly"

My grandma does not ask about her sister but reveals
her concern as to my father's unknown state. This is
a real concern of a loving mother to her eldest son.
This is the son, who joined the army after graduating
from his studies at the "Gymnasia Humanistika",
and then he joined the Polish army and went to
university in Paris and then he was taken prisoner
by the Germans. They haven't heard from him in
a long time, they are eager to have any piece of
information. Maybe he was keeping in touch with

the relatives in America. I am reading the words and
I can hear the silent scream "my Yizhak".

My father survived the captivity and met his brother
after the war. According to my uncle he was very
much loved by their mother.

"We greet you and kiss you. Regards to your
husband. How is your daughter?"

We see the closeness in the family, some of it maybe
due to the fact that Sima and her daughter (Feige
in Poland, Florence in the U.S.) used to live with
my grandma before leaving for America. After the
war we used to get photos of the daughter and her
children. Two of her sons live in America and one
in Israel' in Kochav Yaiir, not too far to my brother
Yakov's house.

"Regards from my husband and the children"
Signed: Zivja

The letter was written on behalf of my grandma
Zivja. My grandma's Polish name was Zelina or
Zila, as my uncle pointed out. During the war my
two aunts stayed with my grandparents. "regards
from the children" referes to them. The older sister
was Fella and the younger — Lola. They were in
their early twenties at the time.

I am bearing the names of my two grandmothers.
On my birth certificate their Polish names appear.
My second name as appears on that document is
Zelina. When we immigrated to Israel my name was
translated into Hebrew and my mother only left one
name from the original birth certificate and Zelina
was dropped.

This postcard is telling a life story before the tragic
death of my relatives. It is a rare document which
teaches us about communication, mutual love and
bonding with the world outside of Europe. But most
of all it is the only document I have in my grandpa's
hand writing from the time of the war in Lublin.

Transalated to English by Anath Bitner
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calculated the words they wished to fit into the
small space provided for them on the official post
card which was for sure to be exposed to foreign
eyes for inspection. I'm trying to imagine things I
would never be able to find out.

The card is written in German and bears a German
postal stamp. During the Nazi occupation by law
this was the only language of correspondence.
Maybe my grandfather knew German better than my
grandmother and therefore he wrote on her behalf.
My uncle told us that before the war my grandfather
was in the wood business with the Germans and he
might have spoken some German, but he probably
did not read or write German. This may explain the
fact that the card is written in German characters but
the words are in Yiddish.

"Lublin, the 8" of July"

There is no mention of the year in which the card
was written. I suppose it was in 1941. We see that
the family in Lublin had received a letter from Sima
from America after seven months, when they no
longer lived in their own flat in the center of town.
In the fall of 1939 my uncle Feivel fled to Russia.
When the card was sent the family already had news
about my father's captivity: he was in touch with
them through the Red Cross. He might have been in
touch also with the aunt in America.

In May of 1940 the Germans invaded France. My
father joined the Polish troops in France who were
fighting with the French resistance. I have no idea
where he was fighting or where he was taken as
P.O.W. Had he been taken prisoner in 1940, this
card could not have been written in the summer of
that year.

In the summer of 1942 my grandmother and my
aunts were no longer alive. They were Kkilled in
April of that year in Belzec. My grandfather was
taken to Meidan-Tatarski labor camp.

Hence is my conclusion that the card could have

only been written in July of 1941.
"My beloved Sister and Brother in law"

The card is addressed to Sima and Charlie Spizel
who lived in Chicago. Sima was my grandmother's
younger sister.

"We've received your card of December 24™ to
our flat after seven months, because we are no
longer there."

There is no explanation about the Jews having to
evacuate their places of residence from the city
center. They only say "we are no longer there".

The Grosmans used to live on 53 Krakowska
Pzsedmisce flat number 12.

The postcard is addressed to number 9 the first of
May street, apartment number 6 at the Lipschitz,
family. My uncle told us they had known the
Lipschitz' before the war. Interestingly, the address
is not within the boundaries of the ghetto. The card
we are looking at was written from this address.

"My beloved Sister, we thank you very much for
inquiring after our son. We ask you not to forget
our son."

My grandparents in Lublin ask the sister and brother
in law in America not to forget their son who is a
PO.W. maybe they meant "our sons" because
later on they mention their youngest son in Russia.
Maybe they wanted to say "If anything befalls us,
please do not forget our son".

After the war Aunt Sima from America contacted
her two nephews. She bought two boxes of facial
powder and sent it to them to give their future brides.
My uncle was first to marry and when my parents
were married my mother recalled having received
her box.

Aunt Sima sent packages regularly to Poland and
Israel. She remembered her nephews and their
families long after our father had passed away and
mentioned them in her will.
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Zehava Grossman Reinherz

The Postcard from Lublin

See page 71

During the German occupation of Poland all
correspondence had to be in German. [This postcard
is more likely Yiddish in German characters. ]

Lublin, July 8"*
My beloved sister and brother in law,

We have received your card of Dec. 24™, mailed to
our flat, after seven months because we are no longer
there. My beloved sister, we thank you very much
for inquiring after our son. Please do not forget our
son.

Beloved sister, could you please send us a package?
We are very much in need.

Our son, Feivel is in Dumbas, Russia.

How are you? Are you getting any mail from my
Yizhak. Write to me promptly.

Bless you and many kisses. Please convey our best
regards to your husband. How is your daughter?

Best regards from my husband and myself.
Zivja

*the year in which this card was written is not
mentioned

"Are you getting any mail from my Yizhak?
Write to me promptly"

About a card which was sent from Lublin to America
during the war.

During the nineties a special card has come to our
possession: this was a card sent during the war by

my grandfather Yankl-Josek Grosman on behalf of
my grandmother to her sister Sima in America. My
uncle read and translated it to us soon after we had
gotten it, and then the card found itself among the
rest of the few documents which were left fro my
father's family, the Grosmans.

My uncle Feivel-Falek told us the whereabouts of
the Grosman family in Lublin during the war. After
the war he met some man who had been with my
grandfather in the same barrack at Meidan Tatarski.
This man told my uncle that my grandfather had
known about his son, my father, being a P.O.W. He
had some correspondence with him. This man also
knew the fate of my grandfather, grandmother and
my two aunts. However, this was but a hear-say
evidence, which will always be considered only as
a secondary source. The postcard left to us as part
of the heritage of our American cousin is therefore
a closer more of a vivid evidence and therefore so
much more meaningful to us

I'm looking at the card time and again, try to read the
lines and learn about the world of my grandparents.
One single apparently insignificant postcard from
Lublin during the war and it is telling me so much
about my family which unfortunately I had never
known. They write asking for help, they ask for
'a package', they ask the family in America not to
forget my father and are inquiring whether there
had been any contact with him. Those words may
be interpreted as a plea for help, an expression of
love and also as a last will and testament.

I'm reading this card word for word and I cannot
help thinking about what they had been through.
I've been thinking about how they must have
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Neta Zytomirski Avidar

How are you? What's new at home?

Letters from Lublin during the War

See page 51

Between two points there is a thin winding line — the post line.

From the starting point of the sender in Lublin letters moved to the address of
the son in a remote place, and vice versa.

Not everything could have been written.

The banal questions, e.g. "How are you?" and "What's new at home?", could
have been very loaded.

One who looks for horror experiences in the letters, or for descriptions of the
Nazi occupation horrors in Lublin — won't find them. It was not allowed to
write about it.

Censorship was cruel.

The letters focused in one goal: Keeping touch between family members who
were alive.

With no descriptions the letters focused in the most important message: We
are alive. What about you?

Sometimes they had managed to insert hidden messages, coded news.

Letters.

Postcards.

From here to there. From there to here.

Till the connection thread is torn.

No one answers at the other side of the line.

And the one that stays alive is keeping so dearly the last greeting from father-
mother-brother-sister which is written in their beloved handwriting over a
yellowing postcard, stamped by the swastika seal.

Translation to English: Shmulik Avidar
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Photos documenting life in the Lublin Ghetto

Max Kirnberger Collection

http://www.tnn.pl/pm.2622.html
See page 76

In autumn 2007, the 'Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre'
Centre was informed that the Deutches Historisches
Museum in Berlin has among its collections a
number of photos made in the Lublin Ghetto. An
introductory search of the Berlin museum's resources
showed that it includes 77 color photos which were
probably taken in Lublin.

A the same time, Ulrike Grossarth from Dresden
appeared in the Centre, visiting Lublin in search
of materials to include in her artistic project, in
which she used, among other things, photos by
Stefan Kietsznia. After our talk about the collection
of photos of Lublin in Berlin, she decided to meet
DHM's employees and helped us to obtain the
photos.

Since June 30th, 2008 the Centre owns a collection
of photographs made in the area of Lublin Ghetto.
They are 70 color photos. They show daily life in
Lublin in the times of occupation. Most of them
were made in the Ghetto area and show portraits
of people, such as :
man with a cane, a woman selling cakes, as well
as groups of people: a crowd in Cyrulicza Street,

a water-carrier, a bearded

two women leaning by the Ghetto wall at Po Farze
Square. The people are presented against the
background of architecture or in the context of a
street, a square, a marketplace. In the pictures one
may see the Cyrulicza, Szeroka, Krawiecka Streets,
The Grodzka Gate, and The Trynitarska Tower.
Some of the pictures undoubtedly show people who
posed for them, but many of them caught a real-life
moment, not affected by the photographer.

The pictures were made around 1941. Their author
is Max Kirnberger. Max Kirnberger was born in
1902 in Landsberg/Lech. Before the war he was a
teacher in a school for the deaf in Straubing. As a

passionate hobbyist photographer, he made photos.
During the war he was an army officer in information
department, and served, among others, in Poland. His
pictures of life in the Ghettos in Rzeszéw, Zamosc,
Izbica and Lublin come from that period. Deutches
Historisches Museum in Berlin has in its collection
482 color negatives of pictures made by Kirnberger
between 1937 and 1941. Kirnberger had to finish
his frontline service in 1942 due to an illness. After
the war, he returned to be a teacher in school for the
deaf , he also used to give clases in photography and
was the author of many articles and books on it. He
died in 1983.

Joanna Zetar
Description of the photos: Marcin Fedorowicz
Translation: Piotr Wojcieszuk

WWW.tnhn. P
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She completed elementary and secondary school
in Lublin, and then enrolled in the University of
Warsaw where she received her Master's degree in
History in 1928.

While at the University she was an active member
in the Left Poalei-Zion movement, a group which
also numbered among its members the late Dr. E.
Ringelblum and Dr. Raphael Mahler, historians who
later earned renown in their field.

Though from 1928/9 till the outbreak of World War
II she taught history in the Lublin Jewish secondary
schools, she did not for a moment lessen her efforts to
further her political ideas, in spite of the professional
difficulties that this activity engendered.

In lectures which she delivered in Yiddish to the
general public on historical subjects, she frequently
could not restrain herself from touching upon
current political matters. Many of these lectures
were delivered under the auspices of the People's
Evening University of the Left Poalei-Zion
movement. Though the school authorities forced
her to give up these public lectures, she remained
a loyal and active member of the party till the very
end.

Her politico-social views couldn't help but be
reflected in her lessons at school, and since the youth
of the time was naturally attracted to current political
activities and were aware of Bella's views, she was
forced to display an unusual degree of wisdom and
tact in order to remain faithful to the demands of the
school authorities on the one hand and to satisfy her
students and her conscience on the other.

Bella was also active in communal affairs. She was a
member of the governing board of the Lublin branch

of "ZISHO" [Central Jewish School Organization].
She was of the initiators of the Lublin branch of
YIVO [Institute for Jewish Research]. She was one
of the charter members of the local branch of the
Jewish Geographical Society which was founded in
February 1931, and perhaps the only one to conduct
guided tours of places of Jewish interest in the city
— which she made particularly interested with the
wealth of her historical knowledge about sites of
specifically Jewish interest. She had planned to
publish a guide in Polish and Yiddish, but though
the work was almost ready for print, due to the
difficult times it did not reach fruition.

In 1935 she married Mr. Meir Schildkraut, who
shared her socio-political views. With the outbreak
of the war her husband fled to Russia and Bella
was left with her sick sister who also had two small
children, without any material support as she was
not permitted to teach during the occupation. From
this time on she worked on the Committee for
Mutual Assistance on a voluntary basis.

In April 1942 she was transported together with
the remnants of the Lublin ghetto to the ghetto in
Maidan-Tatarski, from which in November 1942
she was transferred to Maidanek. On April 4" of the
following year she was murdered.

(N. Blumenthal, R. Mahler and N. Korn, On The
History of Lublin Jewry, Tel-Aviv 1965, pp. 5-7)
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Building of the Icchak Lejbusz Perec Jewish Cultural Center,

Czwartek street

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 42

Construction on the building began in the 1930s,
and its opening was officially planned for 1
September 1939. It was to hold a school, library,
and an auditorium to be used as a cinema and for
theater productions. The project was planned at the
initiative of the Local Committee of the Socialist
Party of the Jewish Bund, and the funds came
from donations from local Jews, as well as former
Jewish residents of Lublin who had emigrated. It
was never officially opened. During the war, the
ghetto’s epidemiological hospital was located there.
Its patients and staff were shot in March 1942 in

the forest near the village of Dys. The Perec House
became the center of Jewish life after the war. At
first, it served as a shelter for those who had lost all
their belongings; later, it was used as an elementary
school for Jewish children, run by Poale Zion Left.
When the communist authorities liquidated all
independent organizations in 1949, the school was
closed, like all private and religious schools. After
1949, the building was handed over to the Medical
Academy. In 1987, a memorial plaque was unveiled
on the building's wall.

Nachman Blumenthal

Bella Mandelsberg-Schildkraut: Biographical Sketch

See page 44

An entire generation of promising young scholars
lost their lives in the tragic events of 1939-1945,
and together with them the fruit of their loving and
patient toil has been doomed to oblivion.

It is our object to rescue some small part of Bella
Mandelsberg-Schildkraut's scholarly treasure —
actually a mere fraction of the work of a gifted and
idealistic scholar, who in spite of her many other
responsibilities still found the time and energy to
devote herself to basic research in the history of
Lublin Jewry. She was already in the last stages of
her work on a magnum opus, and was almost ready
to publish it when the holocaust which overtook
European Jewry came and swept everything before
it.

Nevertheless, some few remnants of her work have
by chance weathered the terrible storm. We still
have those of her articles which had been published
in various periodicals before the war, and the
manuscript of her thesis presented to the Faculty of
Humanities at the University of Warsaw — though
this was of course written at the very beginning of
her career as a scholar.

Bella Mandelsberg, sister of Regina and Samuel
[Shmuel], was born in Lublin in 1901 to a well-
to-do and public spirited Jewish family. Her aunt,
Bella Brengurn, donated her house at 8 Rinek Street
to the Lublin Jewish community. It served as the
Community Hall till the very end (April 1942).
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and older son, Bela had left Lublin by foot in
September 17" 1939. Several weeks afterwards,
after realizing how the Soviets treat political
prisoners, they returned to the town. Right after
returning to Lublin they began to try helping
the many refugees in town. Bund messengers
risked their lives in the dangerous travels.

In 1941 the Gestapo began looking for Bela.
She managed to hide. The Germans arrested
her husband, tortured him, but couldn't break
him. He had managed to get free and was again
active at the Lublin community. Finally he was

shot in the street by the Gestapo with other
Jewish workers.

Bela was probably connected to the Polish
resistance group, AK (Armia Krajowa), which
was active in Radom. Exposing this Radom
group and the connection woman to Lublin led
the Gestapo to Bela. She was caught in 1941
and was arrested in Lublin's castle prison. From
there she was transferred to Radom, and from
Radom to Ravensbruck in Germany. There she
was killed in 1942.

Few words about the Bund
written by the Hebrew translator Shosh Grosbard-Orgad (nee Wasung)

It was a secular social movement. Her aim was
to improve the economic status of the Jewish
workers in the little workshops and factories,
and to spread among them general education.
In the time between the two world wars Bund
members struggled for the recognition in
Yiddish as the only national language; they
aided working class people; established school
which the teaching language in it was Yiddish;
published books and newspapers; wanted to
establish a secular national committee and
to reject the religious tradition. We should
remember that Jewish Lublin had an established
religious community, and many opposed the
following ideological views of the Bund (mainly
after the Second World War):

* Solution of the Jewish problem by local

Jewish autonomy, not necessarily in Israel.
The Jewish worker should fight his survival
war in the place he lives at.

* Opposing Zionism, because it might arouse
national feelings and damage the socialistic
activity.

* They were not against natural assimilation of
Jews.

All of these contributed to the public debate

among the Jews in Poland and the Diaspora

regarding the Bund's activity.

Synopsis and translation from Yiddish to
Hebrew:

Shosh Grosbard-Orgad

Synopsis and translation from Hebrew to
English:

Shmulik Avidar
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would stay at home. The two were divorced,
and Bela stayed with her two sons. She left
her work in the store and started working as a
bookkeeper.

Bela was very connected to her mother. During
the First World War Bela's father had died,
and she returned with her sons to the mother's
house. Their warm and loving connection
continued also when Bela was recognizes as a
leader of the Bund party in Lublin; even then
she accompanied her mother to the synagogue
during the High Holidays.

In November 1918 Bela joined the Bund
party and found there a lot of room for diverse
activities. Soon she showed her great ability in
the cultural field (lecturing about it and teaching
the youth), in the political and social fields, as
human relations with all people who surrounded
her.

In 1919 Bela was a candidate for the Lublin
town council. She was elected and became a
council member. She focused in social and
welfare matters and was appreciated by the
council members, though some of them hated
Jews and were anti-Semites. At the same time
she paved her way to the Bund leadership in
Lublin.

InNovember 1919 the firstelementary school for
workers' children, which the educating language
in it was Yiddish, was opened in Lublin. Shortly
after also the Poale Zion Zionistic party opened
in Lublin their own elementary school. Since
on one hand the authorities didn't like the idea,
and on the other hand the children's parents
were not sure about these schools and had no
money to finance those studies, in 1924 was
established a Jewish Education Center (JEC)

by the three political movements which were
behind the various education centers in town:
Bund, Poale Zion Left and The Folk's Party. The
lessons' language at JEC schools was Yiddish. A
committee was elected among these movements'
members; the popular Bela Shapiro was elected
as the chairman of this committee. Members
of the committee collected money from Lublin
people, Jewish organizations from other towns
in Poland and even from philanthropists in
America. Bela was the heart and soul of the
school. She knew how to carry away the staff,
and the pupils loved her. She had tried to fulfill
her promise to build a new house for the school.
Finally, thanks to donations Belahad managed to
get, Y.L. Perec School was built. Unfortunately,
the children and their parents had not entered it
and couldn’t enjoy from the Culture House that
was to serve them: at its planned housewarming
at September 1%, 1939, the Second World War
had started. During the war it was endorsed
into a hospital for contagious sicknesses. After
the war it served the medical school and the
respectable agriculture faculty.

Bela's devoted and various activities in social
and welfare matters had strengthened Bund's
power. In 1927 it got 8 of the 16 seats for Jews
in the town council; in 1938, when the situation
of Jews was very sensitive, it got 8 of the 10
seats for Jews.

After the war in Poland began, Bund leaders
in Lublin decided that if the Germans conquer
Lublin, they would leave the town with their
families and move to Eastern Poland which
was under the Soviet occupation. And indeed,
together with her second husband (Jacob
Nissenbaum, the editor of Lubliner Tugblat)
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have to leave Poland and immigrate to Palestine in
order to build there the national home of the Jewish
People.

But until the Zionist dream comes true, she aimed
her social activity for helping the people living
in Lublin. She was among the founders of The
Jewish Women Organization which had social and
Zionist goals. Few of its enterprises were founding
Children Department in the Jewish hospital in
Lublin; founding Kinderheim — Preschool and
Grade School for children of working mothers; and
opening "public kitchen" during the Second World
War.

Bela could have accomplished her personal Zionist
dream. In 1936 she visited her son Nathan in
Palestine. She met there with former Lubliners who
had tried to convince her to stay. She had listened
and then answered: "Your motivation convinces me

that my place is among my people... if black days
are expected to the Jews of Poland, then my place is
with Lublin's public which for them I have dedicated
decades of devotion. There I would be more useful.
I know I can save myself; nothing is easier for me
than bringing my family; but what will I answer my
conscious, what will I tell the Lubliners who live in
Palestine, what will they say behind my back? That
I have saved my soul? No, if trouble is expected for
Jews of Poland, my place is among them, and I'm
determined to return Poland in the coming days."

Bela Dobrzynska was murdered in Majdanek Camp
with her young son, Arye.

Her daughter Chana also died in the Holocaust.

Synopsis and translation to English: Shmulik Avidar

Moshe Salzman

Bela Shapiro

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 32

According to unknown sources, Bela Shapiro
was born in 1891 to a Hassidic religious family
which its roots in a famous rabbis family. Her
father was born in Pulawi and moved to Lublin
after getting a large inheritance. In Lublin he had
a writing materials store and a printing press.
He wasn't very rich, but had managed to make a
living and had a known Hassidic ascription.

As mentioned, the house was religious. The only
son was educated in a Cheder and a Yeshiva. In
their childhood the three daughters (Bela was
the older among them) learned at home with
a Melamed, but they had continued to learn in
secondary school and university. Bela's sisters
had completed their studies and taught in the

Jewish-Polish secondary school in Lublin. Bela
was a distinguished student in schools and loved
to read books. After finishing her studies in
secondary school, her parents had wedded her.
It was a match, as common in religious families.
The groom's and the bride's parents agreed their
children would marry to each other, so Bela
didn't know and didn't see the chosen until their
marriage. She was eighteen years old.

The groom was the son of a building owner
and had no ascription. After their marriage he
learned, and Bela worked in her father's store.
Two sons were born to the couple. There was a
major problem: Bela believed in a progressive
ideology, while her husband demanded she
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Lublin's Three Belas

Between the two World Wars there were three

famous Belas in Lublin's Jewish society:

Bela Dobrzynska — a great leader of the General
Zionists party, member of the town council.

Bela Shapiro — a key figure at the Bund party,
member of the town council.

Bela Mandelsberg-Schildkraut — a historian,
an educator and an important activist of the Left

Poalei-Zion party.

All three had considerable public resume, wide
comprehensive education and a lot of care for their
people. Each one of them dedicated, in her own
way, her virtues in movement activities — in order
to serve the Jewish community in Lublin in the best
way.

All three of them were murdered by the Nazis.

David Shtokfish,
Memorial Book for Bela Dobrzynska

Neta Zytomirski-Avidar

Bela Dobrzynska

Synopsis of article in Hebrew page 20

Bela Dobrzynska was born in Lublin in 1885. Her
father, Rabbi Koppel Kenigsberg, was very rich. It
was a religious-orthodox house, but Bela got also a
comprehensive secular education.

While Bela was young, her mother died. Bela, the
firstborn daughter, took care of her little brothers and
sisters until they grew up. She was responsible for
taking care of the house and managing her father's
financial actions.

Bela was married to Rabbi Perec Dobrzynski, a son
to a known Hassidic family from Lodz and one of
the richest people in Lublin. The couple had three
children: Nathan, Chana and Arye.

After the end of the First World War, Bela began to
be involved in public activity.

Bela Dobrzynska had joined the General Zionists
party which was led by Izaak Gruenbaum. In
1928-1929 she was a representative of the Zionist

Organization in Lublin town council. She was also
a member in the central committee of the Zionist
Organization in Poland and participated in all the
conventions.

In 1929 she was a candidate of the "Minorities
Block" list at the elections to the Polish parliament.

Bela was a Zionist. She was active in the national
funds at Lublin: The Jewish National Fund (Keren
Kaiyemet) and The Foundation Fund (Keren
Ha'Yesod); she was one of He'Halutz founders in
Lublin; she was active in building training kibbutzim
and finding work for their members. Bela made sure
that the halutzim would get emigration certificates
to Palestine. She encouraged the youth to leave
Poland in time.

All of her Zionist activity resulted from the
recognition that the Jewish People future is in
Palestine (Eretz Israel). She understood the Jews
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Jewish culture in Poland that has existed almost
through the entire period of Poland's existence
as a separate nation.

Polish governments, present and past, are not
oblivious to this trend. Thus we are witnessing
an ever growing number of cultural exchanges
and social exchanges between Poland and
Israel.

A country which is committed to erect a
Jewish historical museum at a huge investment
certainly understands the importance of the
Jewish heritage as a part of its heritage.

There is also a growing interest among Jewish
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in
preserving the Jewish-Polish heritage.

We are witnessing an ever growing interest,
especially in Israel, in expanding the cooperation
with the Polish people, not in the least due to the
efforts of the Polish ambassador to Israel, her
Excellency Agnieszka Magziak Miszewska.

It would be worth remembering that the number
of Polish citizens in Israel may exceed the
number of Jews in Poland. Even in Poland there
is a growing willingness among Jews to engage
in and initiate more events concerned with the
Jewish heritage.

It is worth noting that even the Catholic Church
in Poland has committed itself to this trend by
initiating on every 17" of January a “Judaism

2

day”.

This state of affairs as described in these
pages should be the bedrock of a new form of
relationship and cooperation.

All the concerned parties named in these pages,
namely the Polishpeople, the Polish government,
the Catholic Church of Poland, and concerned
Jewish NGOs around the world have a common
purpose of preserving and upholding the Jewish
heritage. Therefore we all should find a new

platform for cooperation, different from the
present one, which unfortunately prioritizes the
Jewish community in Poland while somewhat
excluding all other parties.

After reviewing the general situation, it is time
to review the specific case of Lublin.

I have visited Lublin for the first time in August
2000. Since then, I have been visiting Lublin
ever so frequently. It is clear that Lublin is one
of the places in Poland that demonstrates a very
active interest in its own Jewish heritage and
the necessity to preserve it. This observation
includes present and past city authorities and
therefore represents a positive, long-reaching
attitude.

The existence of Teatr N.N. in Lublin is
additional evidence of the active interest
manifested in Lublin towards its Jewish
heritage. It is important to note that Teatr N. N.
is the largest and most developed institute of its
kind in Poland. Likewise, it is of great value that
the present city authorities in Lublin — out of its
own initiative, and with public money — bought
Umschlagplac, with the purpose of establishing
there a memorial monument for those Lublin
Jews who had been transported to the Belzec
death camp.

The conclusion drawn from these observations
is that any issue pertaining to Jewish heritage
would be best served through cooperation with
the city's authorities. The starting point should be
that as far as the city's authorities are concerned
there is a well of good will that should be taken
advantage of. An attitude of cooperation would
be more fruitful than one of confrontation.
People might say that I am naive, but then
maybe it is better to be a little naive than overly
suspicious.
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Joseph Dakar

Open Letter to Gazeta Wyborcza

In 1997 the polish parliament passed an act
allowing, in general, the Jewish community in
Poland to reclaim and regain ownership of all
Jewish communal property in both pre and post
war Poland.

As a result, nine Jewish communities (Gminas)
were established. Without getting into specifics,
these Gminas have been reclaiming and
regaining ownership over Jewish communal
property — each Gmina responsible on an area
designated to it.

In my opinion, this act of 1997 was passed for
all the wrong reasons.

The Jewish organizations in and especially
outside of Poland acted upon the notion that
the Polish government is some kind of an
alien entity — one which from it's claws, it is
mandatory to extract the Jewish property in
order to preserve it.

It was a general assumption — one that was
acted upon, (except when yielding to pressure)
— within the Polish government that the Jewish
communal property and thus Jewish heritage is
a business exclusively reserved for the Jews,
and therefore not part of the Polish culture or
heritage.

It is worth noting that the Jewish communal
properties are actually symbols for the Jewish
culture that had existed and for many years
thrived in Poland for at least 900 years.
Another negative result of the 1997 act is that the
Jewish properties and thus the Jewish heritage
were assigned exclusively to the members of
the nine Jewish Gminas.

It is again worth noting that the combined

memberships of all the Jewish Gminas in Poland
put together consist of about 1,000 registered
members. Since Poland holds about 1,300
Jewish cemeteries, the number of cemeteries
exceeds the number of registered members in
those Gminas.

The number of Jews around the world numbers
about 12,000,000 people. Of those Jews, about
80% have some Polish origin.

After the expulsion of all the Jews from Spain at
1492, Poland has become the center of Jewish
civilization for more than 500 years.
Considering the statistics above, it becomes
obvious that assigning 1,000 Jewish members
of the Gminas as exclusive guardians of this
heritage does not make sense.

After being involved in Polish-Jewish affairs
for the past 10 years, I have been a witness to
a distinct phenomenon, which has to be taken
into account: after 45 years of Communist
occupation, during which all memories of the
Jewish presence and Jewish culture in Poland
had been suppressed, Poles, among others, have
gradually started to become aware of the long
Jewish presence in Poland and its effects on the
general Polish culture.

The result of all this is a growing interest among
Poles in the Jewish heritage. This is why we are
witnessing an ever growing number of events
in Poland commemorating Jewish culture and
Jewish folklore.

A continuously growing number of Poles
understand that they can not fully comprehend
Polish culture, or even fully define their
identity, without having some dialogue with the
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A rare document!
Identity Card from the
German occupation time
(J-Ausweis). It belonged to
Rachel Gipsch, Ben-Zion
Drutin's mother

Dokument tozsamosci z
okresu okupacji Ruchli Gipsz
— matki Bencjona Drutina

pierwszego pokoleniai 3 z drugiego pokolenia).
Sa to, w kolejnosci nagrywania: Lola Singer,
Israel Gutman,J6zefKliger, Mosze Pech, Haviva
Feldman, Yochi Rabinowitz, Itzhak Saar, Mosze
Rozenblum, Miriam Rozenblum, Batia Golan,
Jakub Guterman, Pinchas Zajac, Benjamin
Ifat, Chawa Goldminc, Roth Shulamit, Chaim
Lender, Irena Burstin, Mordechai Rotenberg,
Israel Mendelson, Yeszaiachu Gottlieb, Mosze
Frank, Lea Goldsztajn, Miriam Akavia,
Abraham Silberstein, Shalom Omri, Nechama
Omri, Israel Aviram, Itshak Arad, Bencjon
Drutin, Yona Livnech, Szlomo Waks, Shalom
Tugentman, Chava Avni, Yeszaiachu Kapcan,
Ruth Tatarko, Hanna Frenkel, Henryk Rozen.

Osoby te opowiadaly o nastepujacych
miejscowosciach: Lublin, Radom, Warszawa,
Bitgoraj, Modliborzyce, Bychawa, Miedzyrzec
Podlaski, Krasnik, Putawy, 106dz, Plock,
Baranéw, Kuréw, Chelm, Zamosé, Krakow,
Hrubieszéw, Belzyce, Jozeféw Bitgorajski,
Siedlce, Deblin.

Chciatbym podkresli¢, iz projekt realizowany
byt w Scistej wspdtpracy z Ziomkostwem
Lubelskim w Izraelu. W tym miejscu
szczegblnie goraco dzigkuje za pomoc w
trakcie mojego pobytu w Izraelu: Yossiemu i

Noyi Dakarom, Jakubowi Gurfinklowi, Sarze
Barnea, Netie, Nachumowi 1 Szmulikowi
Avidarom, Itie i Mosze Fishbergom, Alizie
Salomon, Ryszardowi Weilerowi. Serdecznie
dzigkuje wszystkim moim rozméwcom.
Zebrane relacje oraz pozyskane fotografie i
dokumenty, po ich opracowaniu, umieszczone
zostang na stronie internetowej OSrodka
WWW.TNN.PL. W Osrodku trwajg takze
prace nad ksigzka zawierajaca wspomnienia
zydowskich mieszkancéw Lublina od czaséw
przedwojennych po wspotczesne.

Projekt nagrywania zydowskich mieszkancow
Lublina i Lubelszczyzny bedzie kontynuowany.
W 2010 roku bedzie realizowany w USA. W
zwigzku z tym zwracamy si¢ z apelem do osob,
ktére moga umozliwi¢ kontakt z osobami z
pierwszego pokolenia mieszkajacymi obecnie
w USA, a przed 1939 1 w czasie okupacji w
Lublinie i na terenie Lubelszczyzny.

Kontakt:

Tomasz Czajkowski

Osrodek ,,Brama Grodzka — Teatr NN”
Ul. Grodzka 21

20-112 Lublin

Tel.: 0048 81 532 58 67

E-mail: tomekcz@tnn.lublin.pl
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Tomasz Czajkowski

Po raz trzeci w Izraelu... szukajac wspomnien o Lublinie i

Lubelszczyznie

W okresie od 29 sierpnia do 26 wrze$nia
2009 przebywalem w Izraelu. To byta juz
trzecia moja wizyta w tym kraju. W 2000 i
2001, kiedy bytem po raz pierwszy, szukatem
mieszkancow nieistniejacej kamienicy przy ul.
Krawieckiej41 w Lublinie; w 2006 nagrywatem
wspomnienia  zydowskich  mieszkancéw
Lublina. Tym razem, przez pierwsze 2 tygodnie
mojego pobytu uczestniczytem, wraz z
grupa wspétpracownikow z Osrodka ,.Brama
Grodzka—Teatr NN” w Lublinie i lubelskimi
nauczycielami, w seminarium organizowanym
przez Instytut Yad Vashem poswigconym Shoah.
2 kolejne tygodnie spedzitem na spotkaniach
1 rozmowach z osobami pochodzacymi z
Lublina i Lubelszczyzny, ale takze z innych
miejscowosci.  Rozmawialem na  temat

osobistych wspomnien tych oséb dotyczacych
czaséw przedwojennych, okupacji 1 lat
powojennych. Moje rozmowy rejestrowatem w
technice audio i video. Reprodukowatem takze
stare fotografie i dokumenty pochodzace ze
zbior6w moich rozméwcow.

Dlaczego to robitem? Dlaczego to takie
wazne? Jestem pracownikiem Osrodka ,,Brama
Grodzka — Teatr NN” w Lublinie. W ramach
naszej dziatalnoSci zbieramy, utrwalamy
1 przekazujemy kolejnym  pokoleniom
wspomnienia 0s6b zwiagzanych z Lublinem 1
Lubelszczyzng. Musimy si¢ $pieszy¢. Ludzie
tak szybko odchodza... Czas na krotkie
podsumowanie efektéw mojej pracy.

Nagratem wspomnienia 37 oséb (w tym 34 z

Photo: Nachum Avidar
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Tomasz Czajkowski interviews Pinchas Zajac at Kibbutz Maanit
Tomasz Czajkowski w rozmowie z Pinchasem Zajacem, Mannit, 14.09.2009
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Tomasz Czajkowski

THE PROJECT “LUBLINERS LOOKING FOR LUBLIN IN USA”

THE “GroDzKA GATE — NN THEATRE” CENTRE (Osrodek “Brama Grodzka - Teatr NN”) is an independent
cultural institution financed by the Municipality of Lublin. Since 1998 the Centre has been running the
program “The Oral History”. It consists in recording people's memories of Lublin and Lublin region to
create a more vivid picture of the local past to which we do not have any other access but through stories,
testimonies, impressions and feelings related face to face by old people. The Grodzka Gate Centre has
collected over 1 000 such testimonies, in particular concerning Lublin before the World War II, occupation
period, and after the World War 1II.

Most of these oral testimonies is available - both in text and audio form — on our web-site www.tnn.pl.
You can also find them in our publications, in newspapers, books, or on CD. The oral history materials
are used also in educational and artistic projects, such as: exhibition “Shrine” in Majdanek or “mysteries
of memory” (artistic activities taking place in the city’s public space, connected with symbolic meaning

of particular places).

It is necessary to emphasise that testimonies of people, who remember Lublin before 1939 are the most
important for us. We focus particularly on memories connected with the presence of Jews because this
subject is the most neglected. Recollections of Jewish life save the memory about no longer existent
Lublin and its multicultural history. Therefore, the main aim of the project will be to record and archive
people’s memories. It will be the living history of Jewish Lublin inhabitants. Some of them live in USA

and belong to Organisation of Lubliners in USA.

Oral testimonies of Lubliners who remember Jewish town of Lublin will be recorded with the use of
digital recorders — this technique assures high quality of sound and enables its further processing for the
needs of Internet. An interview would be in Polish, some parts may be in English and in Yiddish. All
materials collected during this Project will help to educate young people from Lublin. All the people’s
testimonies will be published in a book and on web-side the Grodzka Gate Centre.

This may be the last chance to save their memories from oblivion.

The Project will be realize on January 2010

The partnership organizations:
Organisation of Lubliners in USA

Coordinator of the Project:
Tomasz Czajkowski Contact in the USA:

Tel.: 00 48 81 532 58 67 Michal Hochman
E-mail: tomekcz@tnn.lublin.pl Tel. 1646 522 2686

113



members of the community in general.

The only hope those victims could entertain while
being led to their final path was that they will be
remembered. This hope was reflected in quite a
few expressions issued by those victims. Therefore
our activity is foremost an act of remembering our
families and our community, thus fulfilling their
only hopes.

The Holocaust itself is a fundamental occurrence
in the history of the Jewish People. A special
responsibility lies on the shoulders of the first
generation members as people of evidence and the
second generation members being the closest to the
first generation members to carry on the banner of
memory.

Our organization is attempting mainly through the
issue of this annual to maintain an active memory
of the Holocaust while emphasizing the particular
story of the Lublin Jews.

The Polish Jewry have been existing on Polish
soil close to one thousand years, almost as long as

Photo: Jacob Gurfinkel

the very existence of Poland as a distinct national
entity.

After the expulsion of all the Jews from Spain, in
no other country have Jews managed to develope
deeper roots as in Poland. During their existence in
Poland the Jews managed to establish a fabulous
civilization not only in the fields of the Halacha but
also in the fields of literature, theater, visual arts and
music.

For 500 years, since the expulsion of Jews from
Spain, the Polish Jewry has been the back bone
of the world Jewry. We have the duty and the
privilege and the duty to contribute in accordance
with our humble abilities in the preservation of this
civilization.

Unfortunately at the present state of Israel, the
civilization that has been developed over the
centuries by the Polish Jewry is being forgotten.
This culture lies at the base of our identity and our
roots. It is important that we remain proactive in the
effort to maintain this fabulous civilization that had
existed until the time of the Holocaust.

7{71'9112 2j7Y" :0I7¥N

[I'X7 [IUXI2 NININD DY 7IXD NIIINA 7190 D'NIIRD DY [1I2IRD 12N
Members of Lublin organization with the visitors from Poland in the inauguration of twin cities park in
Rishon-Lezion
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Joseph Dakar

Chairman’s comments

A description of the Organization’s activities

during the last year

Regular activities
Our last annual meeting took place on 27.11.08.
The most notable part was the presentation 70
photographs taken within the Lublin Ghetto during
the spring and summer of 1941. Less than one year,
prior to the annihilation of the Ghetto.
The photographs have been taken by a German
soldier who after the war have turned into a famous
photographer. The photos are in colour, probably
the first colour photos to be taken in Lublin.
Like any other year we have conducted a memorial
on Holocaust day at our memorial stone in the
Nahalat Yzhak cemetery.
We are in the process of adding to the ceremony
some reading chapters and some musical pieces.
The two ceremonies mentioned above are
characterized in thoughtful planning and a
respectable atmosphere which credits the memory
of our community members who perished in the
Holocaust, and their heritage.

Special Events
Teatr N.N.
At the end of August 2009 a group of 25 members
of Teatr N.N. have arrived to Israel following an
invitation of Yad Vashem, for a two weeks seminar,
organized by Yad Vashem.
Teatr N.N. is a cultural institute situated in Lublin,
financed by the city of Lublin, and dedicated mainly
yo the preservation of Lublin's Jewish heritage.
We took advantage of this visit and organized
in cooperation with the Israeli Polish Friendship
Association, a meeting with the Teatr N.N. members
which took place at the Felicia Blumethal hall in Tel
Aviv.

Sister Cities Park- Rishon Lezion
The city of Rishon Lezion, which is a sister city to
Lublin, have been opened to the public on 6.4.09

a sister Cities Park. The park contains various
installations representing the various sister cities.
For the opening ceremony the city of Lublin have
sent a delegation headed by vise mayor Stanislaw
Fic the head of the mayor's office Ewa Haponiuk
and the the head of the Israeli desk at the foreign
relations department in Lublin Iwo Weremko.

The continued relationship with Lublin is important
to ussince it strengthens the links between Polish
Lublin and its Jewish past.

The Documentation Activities of Tomasz
Czajkowski

Tomasz Czajkowski, who works in Teatr N.N. have
stayed in Israel for a further three weeks period
for the purpose of documenting the stories of first
generation people who are living among us, mainly
but not exclusively from the city of Lublin.

Two years ago Czajkowski stayed in Israel for 3
months, for the same purpose.

This time was a continuation of that same
documentation activity.

It is my pleasure to thank Sara Barnea, Neta Avidar,
Ita Fishberg, Aliza Salomon and Jacob Gurfinkel
for their assistance to Czajkowski in performing his
important activity.

The reasons for the Organization's existence
There is room for self examination to be performed
from time to time for the purpose of assessing the
reasons that make the activities of our organization
important or at least worthwhile.

In my opinion there are three main purposes behind
the existence of our organization.

For us the term Holocaust victims is not an abstract
one. It relates to our parents sometimes wives
husbands and children that with respect to first
generation members. Grand parents aunts and uncles
of our parents friend of our family neighbours and
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