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Edith Stein was bom into a large, affluent Jewish family deeply attached to its religion and history in 

Wroclaw (then Breslau, Germany) on October 12, 1891. She enrolled at the university there to study 

psychology. German, and history. In 1913, she went to Góttingen to study psychology under the German 

phenomenologist, Edward Husserl. In 1917, she defended her Ph.D. thesis, titled On the Problem of 

Empathy. In her student years, she became friends with Roman Ingarden, Hans Lipps, Hedwig Conrad-

-Martius, and Piotr Wust. 

She distanced herself early from Judaism and called herself, until the age of thirty, an atheist. Max 

Scheler and Adolf Reinach brought her into contact with Catholicism. She was baptized on January 1, 

1922, taking the name Teresa. She never cut her links with the Jewish people. From 1923 to 1931, she 

taught German and history in a secondary school and teacher training college in Spir. She lectured in 

psychology and education at the Pedagogical Academy in Munster in 1932 and 1933. She entered a 

Carmelite convent in Cologne on October 14, 1933. When she took her vows on April 15, 1934, she took 

the name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. In 1938, her mother superior decided to transfer Teresa Benedicta 

to the Carmelite convent at Echt in the Netherlands. Arrested by the Gestapo on August 2, 1942, she was 

taken to the Westerbork transit camp and deported to Auschwitz on August 7. Edith Stein died in the gas 

chamber on probably August 8 or 9, 1942. 

Pope John Paul II beatified Edith Stein on May 1. 1987, and proclaimed her a saint on October 11, 

1998. 

A recollection was held at the Center for Dialogue in Oświęcim on the sixtieth anniversary of Edith 

Stein's death, August 6-9, 2002. The three-day program was prepared and conducted by Father Manfred 

Deselaers. a lecturer at the Papal Theological Academy in Cracow, and Father Romuald Jakub Weksler-

Waszkinel, a lecturer at the Catholic University of Lublin. It included visits to the site of the Auschwitz 

camp, prayer, and lectures. The texts below are abridged versions of lectures delivered during the recol-

lection. 

The Editors 

R O M U A L D J A K U B W E K S L E R - W A S Z K I N E L 

W H Y IS EDITH STEIN T H E PATRON 
SAINT OF EUROPE? 

Greater love hath no man than this, 

that a man lay down his life for his friends 

( John 15. 13) . 

T h e d e a t h b y m a r t y r d o m o f t h e f irst Chr i s t i ans 

w a s t h e s e e d f r o m w h i c h y o u n g Chr i s t i an i t y g r e w 

(sanguis martyrum, semen christianorum). It is no 

acc iden t that , in t h e C h r i s t i m a s l i turgy, it is p re -

c i se l y w i th t h e m a r t y r s tha t the R o m a n Ca tho l i c 

c h u r c h " d e c o r a t e s " t h e B e t h l e h e m s tab le in w h i c h 

t h e n e w b o r n E m m a n u e l ( t h e k i n g o f t h e J e w s ) 

rests. A l l o f t h e m , t o g e t h e r w i th the m a r t y r s o f t h e 

ea r l y C h u r c h , c o n s t i t u t e an iden t i f y ing m a r k o f t h e 

C h u r c h al l o v e r t h e w o r l d , a n d wil l d o s o unt i l the 

e n d o f t i m e . 

Bu t not o n l y in anc ien t Chr is t ian i ty w a s the b lood 

o f t h e ho ly mar t y rs s ign i f icant . It w a s a l s o signif i-

c a n t to the C h u r c h in the m i d d l e ages , in the m o d -

e m era. a n d in c o n t e m p o r a r y t imes . It is part icular 

no t on ly to the C h u r c h o f J e r u s a l e m a n d not on ly to 

t h e E u r o p e a n C h u r c h . T h e C h u r c h a l w a y s g r o w s 

f r o m the s e e d of the b l o o d o f t h e mar ty rs , a l w a y s 

a n d e v e r y w h e r e - o n al l con t inen ts . S o it is t oday 

in India, S u d a n , a n d Indones ia . 

A m o n g the sa in ted mar t y rs of the last cen tury 

a n d t h e las t m i l l e n n i u m , a n d i n d e e d a m o n g the 

mar t y rs o f t h e two t h o u s a n d y e a r s o f Christ ianity, 

Edi th Ste in - S is ter Teresa B e n e d i c t a o f the C r o s s 

- ho lds a spec ia l p lace . In a motu proprio aposto l ic 

le t ter o f O c t o b e r 1, 1999, J o h n Pau l II p r o c l a i m e d 

Ed i th Ste in pa t ron of E u r o p e . S h e is o n e o f six can -

o n i z e d p e r s o n s w h o m the C h u r c h r e c o g n i z e s a s 

pa t rons o f E u r o p e , but on ly s h e is a mar ty r . 

Ed i th S t e i n l ived a n d d ied in y e a r s of ho r ren -

d o u s c o n t e m p t for m a n a n d o f the u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

t rampl ing of h u m a n digni ty . Ed i th Ste in 's y o u t h fell 
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in t h e f irst hal f o f the t w e n t i e t h century . A s a n e d u -

c a t e d a n d fu l ly m a t u r e person , she a c c e p t e d bap-

t i s m wi th in t h e Ca tho l i c C h u r c h on J a n u a r y 1 . 1 9 2 2 . 

O n Apri l 1 5 . 1 9 3 4 , she took the habi t o f the D i s c a -

c e d C a r m e l i t e s a n d the n a m e in re l ig ion of Teresa 

B e n e d i c t a o f the Cross . O n A u g u s t 8 or 9 , 1 9 4 2 , as 

a Jew. a n d toge ther w i th o ther J e w s , she w a s mur -

d e r e d in t h e g a s c h a m b e r a n d b u r n e d in the cre-

m a t o r i u m of the A u s c h w i t z - B i r k e n a u c a m p . 

W h a t p r o m p t e d t h e C h u r c h to p ick Ed i th Stein 

a s pa t ron o f E u r o p e ? 

It is o f ten no ted tha t the u Chr is t ian-Jewish dis-

pute" is v is ib le in all the books o f the N e w Testa-

ment . Th is is not an e r r o n e o u s defini t ion, but nei ther 

d o e s it tell the w h o l e t ruth about the d isput ing par-

ties. because w h a t w e find in the p a g e s of al l the 

books of the N e w Tes tament is, de facto, a n internal 

J e w i s h d ispute. J e s u s is a Jew. recogn izab le in the 

fa i th of Israel: in Juda ism. However , fa i th in J e s u s 

d iv ided t h e J e w s and caused a sch ism. Never the-

less. a t least on the par t of J e s u s ' s pupi ls (on the 

part o f the C h u r c h in Je rusa lem) , t he re w a s n o hos-

tility t o w a r d s t h o s e w h o did no t be l ieve in Jesus . 

T h e Chr i s t i an fa i th s h a p e d the c u l t u r e o f the 

c o n t i n e n t a n d w o v e i tsel f i n s e p a r a b l y in to its his-

tory, to t h e d e g r e e that t he re is n o w a y to under -

s t a n d tha t h i s to ry w i t h o u t re fe r r ing to t h e th ings 

that h a p p e n e d f irst in t h e g rea t e r a o f e v a n g e l i z a -

t ion, a n d la ter in t h e s u c c e s s i v e c e n t u r i e s w h e n , 

d e s p i t e the pa in fu l d i v i s ion b e t w e e n the E a s t and 

the W e s t , Chr i s t ian i t y a t t a i n e d i ts p e r m a n e n t p c -

s i t ion a s the re l ig ion o f the E u r o p e a n s . I n shor t : 

E u r o p e in t e r m s o f cu l tu re i s - essen t ia l l y - the 

fa i th o f t h e Bib le , a r t i cu la ted in the l a n g u a g e o f 

G r e e k p h i l o s o p h y a n d o r d e r i n g soc ie t y t h r o u g h the 

n o r m s o f R o m a n law. O b v i o u s l y , t h i s is a n e x -

t r e m e l y a b b r e v i a t e d fo rmu la t i on . A s for t h e pat ron 

sa in t s o f E u r o p e , w e c a n s a y that they a r e t h o s e 

w h o fu l f i l led in an a l m o s t p e r f e c t w a y the f i rs t and 

m o s t i m p o r t a n t of the c o m m a n d m e n t s : the l o v e of 

G o d a n d o f o n e ' s ne ighbor . 

By h o l d i n g up th ree w o m e n a s pa t ron sa in t s in 

the third m i l lenn ium, the C h u r c h w a n t s , m o r e than 

it d i d in t h e pas t , t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h e d ign i ty of 

w o m e n a n d to h igh l ight the na tu re o f the i r gi f ts. In 

t h e pas t , y ie ld ing to cu l tu ra l i n f luences , it d i d not 

a l w a y s pay su i tab le a t ten t ion to this. T h r e e w o m e n . 

Br idget o f S w e d e n , a saint o f t h e f o u r t e e n t h cen -

tury, d i rects o u r a t ten t ion t o w a r d s the nor th o f Eu-

rope . t o w a r d s Scand inav ia . Sa in t Ca ther ine , l iv ing 

in the f o u r t e e n t h century , e a r n e d the t i t le o f Doc to r 

o f t h e C h u r c h wh i le par t i c ipa t ing in a n d h e l p i n g to 

wr i te the h is tory o f Chr is t ian E u r o p e . S h e w e n t to 

t h e r u l e r s o f E u r o p e to c o n v i n c e t h e m t h a t , in 

a soc ie ty g u i d e d b y the va lues o f t h e G o s p e l , no 

d i spu te is s o i m p o r t a n t a s to pe rm i t the rights o f 

p o w e r to ho ld the a s c e n d a n c y o v e r the t ru ths o f 

r e a s o n . S h e a d m o n i s h e d k ings a n d c lergy. 

Final ly. Ed i th Stein, Saint Te resa B e n e d i c t a o f 

the Cross . In h is motu proprio a p o s t o l i c letter. J o h n 

Pau l II wro te : "Te resa B e n e d i c t a o f t h e Cross . . . a s 

th inker , m y s t i c a n d mar ty r , bui l t a k ind o f b r i d g e 

b e t w e e n h e r J e w i s h roots a n d h e r c o m m i t m e n t to 

Chr is t , t ak ing pa r t in t h e d ia logue w i th c o n t e m p o -

rary ph i losoph ica l t h o u g h t w i th s o u n d intui t ion, a n d 

in the e n d fo rce fu l l y p r o c l a i m i n g b y her m a r t y r d o m 

t h e w a y s of G o d a n d m a n in t h e h o r r e n d o u s at roc-

ity of t h e S h o a h . S h e h a s t h u s b e c o m e t h e s y m b o l 

o f a h u m a n , cu l tu ra l a n d re l ig ious p i l g r image w h i c h 

e m b o d i e s the d e e p e s t t r a g e d y a n d t h e d e e p e s t 

h o p e s o f Eu rope . " 

T h e fa i th in J e s u s Chr i s t w a s n o longer the fa i th 

o f t h e S y n a g o g u e , but n e i t h e r St. Pe te r , nor Pau l , 

nor a n y o f the A p o s t l e s , n o r a n y o n e a m o n g the 

J e w s w h o b e l i e v e d in J e s u s h a d to t h r o w a n y k ind 

o f "b r idge" b e t w e e n the i r J e w i s h b a c k g r o u n d a n d 

fa i th in Chr is t . T h i s is h o w it w a s at the v e r y b e g i n -

n ings o f Chr i s t i an i t y ! By t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r y a f te r 

Chr is t , h o w e v e r , the e x i s t e n c e o f a c h a s m b e t w e e n 

J u d a i s m a n d Chr is t ian i t y w a s a l r e a d y a fact . A n d 

in o r d e r to rea l i ze h o w d e e p tha t c h a s m w a s in 

t h e t i m e s of Ed i th S t e i n , it is e n o u g h to g l a n c e a t 

t h e R o m a n r i tua l t h e n in u s e . A t t h e b a p t i s m o f an 

adu l t J e w . t h e pr iest g i v i n g the s a c r a m e n t r e p e a t e d 

t h e f o l l o w i n g e x h o r t a t i o n : "Horresce Judaicam 

perfidiam, respue Hebraicam superstitionem.' T h i s 

e x h o r t a t i o n - " A b h o r J e w i s h p e r f i d y a n d sp i t ou t 

J e w i s h s u p e r s t i t i o n s " - h a d n o t h i n g to d o w i t h the 

e x h o r t a t i o n to love, the p r inc ipa l m i s s i o n a n d m e s -

s a g e of t h e G o s p e l , n o t h i n g a t al l ! I h a v e q u o t e d it 

b e c a u s e it c a n m a k e u s a w a r e of h o w n e c e s s a r y , 

h o w d o w n r i g h t u rgent w a s the n e e d for a c h a n g e 
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in the C h u r c h ' s a t t i t ude t o w a r d s J e w s a n d J u d a -

ism! T h e e x t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e J e w s in "Chr is t ian" 

E u r o p e , t h e S h o a h . w a s a s h a m e f u l a b o m i n a t i o n . 

Fo r tuna te ly , it a l s o p r o f o u n d l y s h o c k e d m a n y s e n -

s i t ive hear ts , a n d o p e n e d p e o p l e ' s e y e s . 

T h e S e c o n d V a t i c a n Counc i l b rough t c h a n g e , 

a n d t h e fou r th c h a p t e r o f t h e d e c l a r a t i o n Nostra 

aetata j o i n e d in t h e cu r ren t o f th ink ing a n d ac t ing 

that h a d b e e n d e e p l y m a r k e d b y the m e m o r y o f 

the p e r s e c u t i o n a n d s l a u g h t e r of the J e w s in E u -

rope jus t be fo re a n d d u r i n g the S e c o n d W o r l d War . 

D e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s b o r n o f 

J u d a i s m a n d r e c e i v e d f r o m it s o m e o f the pr inc ipa l 

e l e m e n t s of i ts fa i th a n d its cul t , the c h a s m b e t w e e n 

the two fa i ths h a d d e e p e n e d unti l it r e a c h e d a l m o s t 

a point o f m u t u a l unfami l iar i ty . 

Saint Te resa B e n e d i c t a o f the Cross , Edi th Ste in , 

"bui l t a k ind o f b r i d g e b e t w e e n h e r J e w i s h r o o t s 

a n d her c o m m i t m e n t to Chr is t " w i th her l i fe's w o r k 

and, u l t imate ly , h e r mar ty r ' s dea th - a n d p rec ise ly 

here l ies h e r ex t rao rd ina ry g r e a t n e s s ; in this she 

rema ins a t e a c h e r for Chr i s t i an Europe . T h e t imes 

in w h i c h she l ived w e r e no t easy . It is h igh ly p r o b -

able that, w h e n she a c c e p t e d bap t ism, she h e a r d 

the w o r d s wr i t ten in the ritual. T h o s e w o r d s cou ld 

not but hurt ; they o f f e n d e d a n d w e r e an insul t to 

J e w s a n d J u d a i s m . 

A f te r Hit ler c a m e to p o w e r a n d the off ic ial ly o r -

ganized N a z i a t tacks o n t h e J e w s b e g a n . Dr. Ed i th 

Stein, e l e v e n y e a r s a Chr i s t i an , a lecturer at t h e 

Pedagog ica l Inst i tute in Muns te r , W e s t p h a l i a , had 

no doub ts tha t the fate o f the J e w s w a s h e r fa te . 

She d e c i d e d to t rave l to R o m e a n d ask the pope at 

a pr ivate a u d i e n c e for an encyc l i ca l c o n d e m n i n g 

ant i -Semit ism. In the e n d , s h e pu t her reques t in to 

a private le t ter to P ius X I . S h e s ta tes in her au tob i -

ography: "I k n o w that m y let ter w a s de l i ve red sea led 

to the Ho ly Fa ther ; sho r t l y a f te rwards , I r ece i ved 

his b l e s s i n g f o r m y s e l f a n d m y fam i l y . N o t h i n g 

more." It i s d i f f icul t no t to r e a d b i t t e rness in tha t 

"Nothing more . " 

She had a l r e a d y b e e n d i s m i s s e d f r o m h e r j o b 

in 1933 b e c a u s e of h e r o r ig ins . "I t o o k s o m e con-

siderable comfor t . " s h e n o t e d , " that t h e un iversa l 

fate of the J e w s h a d b e e n v is i ted on m e , a s wel l ." 

On October 14, s h e e n t e r e d the D i s c a l c e d C a r m e -

lite convent in C o l o g n e . 

W h e n the N u r e m b e r g L a w of S e p t e m b e r 15, 

1935 s e n t e n c e d J e w s to a s u b h u m a n ex is tence , in 

th is p e r i o d w h e n N a z i s m w a s r u n n i n g m a d , s h e 

w r o t e her au tob iography , Life in a Jewish Family, 

w h i c h d e p i c t s h e r J e w i s h fami ly w i th p r ide a n d love. 

S h e s h o w e d to the c o n t e m p o r a r y G e r m a n C h u r c h 

- how, e v e n a f te r r e c e i v i n g b a p t i s m ( J a n u a r y 1, 

1922) , s h e w e n t to the s y n a g o g u e and p rayed wi th 

h e r m o t h e r there . 

W h e n t h e t ime f inal ly c a m e to bea r w i tness , she 

w a s ready to d ie toge ther w i th t h o s e to w h o m , as it 

t u r n e d ou t , she m o s t be longed. Of cou rse . Ed i th 

S te in ' s g r e a t n e s s is m o r e than the so l idar i ty s h e 

s h o w e d in dy ing w i th h e r b ro thers a n d s is ters ; it is. 

a b o v e all, d y i n g in the m o s t p r o f o u n d un ion wi th 

J e s u s Chr is t : Cruc i f ix ion a n d Resur rec t ion . 

A y e a r be fo re h e r dea th , a: the C a r m e l in Hol -

land , Ed i th Ste in wro te : " N o h u m a n heart has g o n e 

t h r o u g h s u c h d a r k n i g h t s a s t h e S o n o f G o d in 

G e t h s e m a n e a n d on Go lgo tha . N o h u m a n m i n d c a n 

f a t h o m the inconce ivab le mystery o f the a b a n d o n -

m e n t o f the S o n of M a n in h s d e a t h agony . Yet 

J e s u s s o m e t i m e s permi ts h is c h o s e n to tas te th is 

in ternal b i t te rness. It is s o m e t h i n g g i ven to h is m o s t 

fa i th fu l f r iends, t h e f ina l tr ial o f the i r love . If t h e y d o 

no t w i t h d r a w in fear , but a l low t h e m s e l v e s to be led 

in to that dark n ight . " 

" T h e i m a g e o f h e r h o l i n e s s " J o h n Pau l II w r o t e 

o f Ed i th Ste in , " r e m a i n s for ever l inked to the t rag-

e d y o f her v io lent dea th , a longs ide al l t h o s e w h o 

w i th h e r su f fe red the s a m e fate. A n d it r e m a i n s a s 

a p r o c l a m a t i o n of t h e G o s p e l o f t h e C r o s s , w i th 

w h i c h s h e ident i f ied herse l f by t h e very cho ice o f 

her n a m e in re l ig ion." 

In v i e w o f the terr ib le c h a s m b e t w e e n J u d a i s m 

a n d Chr is t ian i ty - a n d the s h a m e of the S h o a h w a s 

a n a c h i n g proof that th is c h a s m ex is ted - the C h u r c h 

at the S e c o n d Vat ican Counc i l "buil t a kind o f br idge" 

b e t w e e n its o w n ident i ty a n d its roots , or Bibl ical 

J u d a i s m . Te resa B e n e d i c t a o f the Cross , t h e sa in ted 

mar ty r , is the t e a c h e r of the n e w e v a n g e l i z a t i o n . 

" N e w " m e a n s that it a p p e a l s to the B o o k s o f the 

N e w C o v e n a n t , wh i le f ind ing its roo ts in the Old. 

Chr is t ian i ty is no t J u d a i s m . But w h e n it p roc la ims 

an t i - Juda ism, it b e c o m e s ant i -Christ iani ty. I be l ieve 

that, in ho ld ing up Teresa Bened ic ta o f the C r o s s 

( E d i t h S t e i n ) a s p a t r o n o f Chr i s t i an E u r o p e , t h e 
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C h u r c h is first a n d f o r e m o s t a p p e a l i n g to Chr i s t i ans 

t o c h a n g e t h e i r a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s J e w s a n d 

J u d a i s m . 

M e a n w h i l e , espec ia l l y o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e 

beat i f i ca t ion o f Ed i th S t e i n , s o m e J e w i s h g r o u p s 

g a v e vo ice to the i r d issat is fac t ion. In s o m e J e w i s h 

circ les, ne i ther t h e canon iza t ion nor the p r o c l a m a -

t ion o f o u r sa in t a s the pa t ron o f E u r o p e g ive r ise to 

en thus iasm. T h e r e a r e a c c u s a t i o n s that, in beat i fy-

ing a n d c a n o n i z i n g Ed i th Ste in , the C h u r c h i s a t -

t e m p t i n g to take p o s s e s s i o n o f the Ho locaus t , o r 

e v e n to d iver t a t ten t ion f rom t h e respons ib i l i t y o f 

Chr i s t ian i t y f o r w h a t h a p p e n e d . O r e v e n that, in 

ho ld ing up Ed i th Ste in as an e x e m p l a r y Chr i s t i an 

(Cathol ic ) , the C h u r c h is ra is ing the spec te r of p ros -

elyt iz ing a m o n g the J e w s . 

A t a v e r y super f ic ia l g l a n c e a n d o n l y f r o m t h e 

o u t s i d e , w i t h o u t n o t i c i n g t h e c h a n g e s tha t h a v e 

taken p lace in the pos t -Conc i l ia r C h u r c h - the a c -

cusa t ion , a s fo rmu la ted , m a y i n d e e d s e e m just i f i -

able. But let us look deeper . Bea r ing in m i n d the 

teach ing o f the S e c o n d Vat ican Counc i l , let u s a t -

t e m p t to p e n e t r a t e t h e C h u r c h ' s i n ten t ions . T h e 

c a s e o f Ed i th Ste in is i n d e e d a spec ia l one, a n d 

there in l ies al l t h e g r e a t n e s s . It is a fac t that , wh i le 

rema in ing fa i thfu l to Chr is t , s h e w a s m u r d e r e d be-

c a u s e o f h e r J e w i s h or ig ins. T h e Naz is took on ly 

Ed i th S t e i n a n d her s is ter R o s e f r o m the C a r m e l in 

E c h t to t h e c a m p in W e s t e r b o r k , a n d t h e n to 

A u s c h w i t z - B i r k e n a u - because they were Jews! 

Noth ing m o r e ! S u c h a re the fac ts . It i s a l s o a fac t 

tha t Edith Stein never concealed her Jewish roots, 

and was never ashamed of them. M o s t impor tan t 

o f al l , she n e v e r had a n y d o u b t that she w a s g o i n g 

to her dea th b e c a u s e she w a s a Jew. A t the m o -

m e n t o f her arrest , she to ld her s ister Rose . " C o m e , 

w e ' r e go ing wi th our peop le . " 

In t h e W e s t e r b o r k c a m p she w r o t e : "I d i d not 

k n o w that peop le c a n be l ike th is a n d that m y bro th-

e r s a n d s is ters m u s t su f fe r this way. I real ly d i d no t 

k n o w it." K n o w l e d g e a b o u t re la t ions to J e w s , s e e n 

f r o m t h e very b o t t o m of the c h a s m , w a s k n o w l e d g e 

a b o u t Chr is t ian E u r o p e ! 

T h e d i rec t r e a s o n for h e r arrest a n d depor ta t i on 

w a s a Naz i c a m p a i g n in repr isa l for a dec la ra t i on in 

w h i c h the Chr i s t i an c h u r c h e s o f the N e t h e r l a n d s 

c o n d e m n e d t h e depor ta t i on o f J e w s to the death 

c a m p s . O n t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of the Ca tho l i c 

b i shops , th is dec la ra t i on w a s read in all c h u r c h e s 

o n Ju ly 26 , 1942. T h e ar res t a n d d e p o r t a t i o n of all 

J e w i s h Ca tho l i cs res id ing in Ho l land w a s a direct 

c o n s e q u e n c e . 

It there fo re s e e m s tha t the Ca tho l i c C h u r c h has 

the r ight to ra ise her to the al tar a s a m a r t y r f o r her 

fa i th in J e s u s - Jesus , w h o , a s w e shou ld n e v e r 

forget , is a J e w ! In t h e face o f t h e d i s g r a c e that is 

the S h o a h , t h e C h u r c h h a s no th ing less than an 

obl igat ion for Chr is t ian E u r o p e to s a y very loudly 

that c o n t e m p t for J u d a i s m is c o n t e m p t for al l tha t is 

m o s t holy in Christ iani ty. " W h o e v e r e n c o u n t e r s J e -

sus Chr ist , " J o h n Pau l r e m i n d e d u s d u r i n g his ap-

ostol ic p i l g r image to G e r m a n y , " e n c o u n t e r s J u d a -

ism." T h e m o t h e r of J e s u s , a d o r e d in m a n y s a n c -

tuar ies in E u r o p e a n d a r o u n d the wor ld , is a J e w ; 

all t h e A p o s t l e s a re J e w s ; t h e f irst c o m m u n i t y in 

J e r u s a l e m w a s m a d e up exc lus ive ly o f J e w s . T h e 

C h u r c h is forcefu l ly rem ind ing Chr is t ian E u r o p e o f 

all this w h e n it ra ises Ed i th S t e i n to the al tar a n d 

d e s i g n a t e s h e r pa t ron o f E u r o p e . 

In the face of the s h a m e tha t w a s t h e S h o a h , 

the Catho l i c C h u r c h is t he re fo re not a t tempt ing to 

lay c la im to the Ho locaus t , but ra ther ca l l ing Chr is -

t ians to an ac t of p e n a n c e . It is e x p r e s s i n g reg re t to 

the J e w s , its e lder b ro the rs in fa i th: " the Church . . . 

d e c r i e s h a t r e d , p e r s e c u t i o n s , d i s p l a y s o f a n t i -

S e m i t i s m . d i rec ted aga ins t J e w s at a n y t ime a n d 

b y a n y o n e " ( N o s t r a aetate, 4 ) . N o r c a n the re be 

a n y ta lk o f a rising t ide of p rose ly t i z ing in re la t ion to 

the J e w s . T h e r e is s i m p l y n o p lace for it in t h e " n e w 

evange l i za t ion" that , in t h e v e r s i o n p r o c l a i m e d by 

J o h n Pau l II, r e c o g n i z e s tha t " the N e w C o v e n a n t 

f inds its roo ts in the O ld . T h e d e g r e e to w h i c h the 

O ld m a y f ind its fu l f i l lment in the N e w is. o f cou rse , 

a mat te r for the Ho ly Spir i t . W e p e o p l e c a n on ly try 

no t to h a m p e r this." 

H is tory s h o w s tha t fa i th in J e s u s b e c a m e the 

c a u s e o f d i ssens ion w i th in t h e b o s o m of J u d a i s m ; 

be l ie f in J e s u s a l s o d i v ided t h e Chr i s t i ans them-

se lves . Bu t J e s u s is not to b l a m e f o r t h e d iv i s ions 

that w e have c rea ted . H e w a n t e d , a n d a s k e d His 

Fa ther for, t h e uni ty of al l w h o be l ieve in H i m : " S o 

tha t al l cou ld be as one . " 
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