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Majdan e k   w a s  a  Nazi c o n c e n t r ati o n  c a m p  in  Lublin,  Pola n d .  3 6 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  of  o v e r  5 0  
differ e n t  n ati o n a liti e s  w h e r e  ext e r m i n a t e d  th er e .  It  w a s  s e c o n d  in  siz e  aft er  Ausc h witz.  

Th e  Majdan e k  Stat e  Museu m   w a s  e s t a b li s h e d  in  1 9 4 4  o n  th e  a ct u al  sit e  of  th e  
c o n c e n t r a ti o n  c a m p  follo wi n g  lib er ati o n .   It is  th e  first  institutio n  of  this  kin d  in  th e  w o rl d,  a s  w e ll  a s  
o n e  of  th e  lar g e s t  c e m e t e r i e s   in  th e  hist or y  of  m a n k i n d .   To d a y  Majdan e k  re m a i n s  a s  a  sy m b o l  of  
pa s t  inhu m a n it y  an d  sufferin g .  

On  July 2 3 ,  1 9 9 9  to  c oi n c i d e  with  th e  5 5t h  an ni v e r s a r y  of  th e  lib er ati o n  of  th e  c a m p ,  an  
op e n i n g  will  tak e  pla c e  in  o n e  of  th e  ori gin al  b arr a c k s ,  # 47  (Provi a ntl a g e r  II). Th e  c o n c e p t  for  this  
p er m a n e n t  inst all ati o n ,  Shrin e  for  An  An o n y m o u s  Victim,  c o m e s  fro m  th e  New  York- b a s e d  artist  
Tad e u s z  Myslo w s k i  w h o  w a s  b or n  an d  rais e d  in  Lublin.  Myslo w s k i  invit e d  for  this  c oll a b o r a ti o n  
c o m p o s e r  Zbigni e w  Bargi el s ki,  als o  of  Lublin  an d  n o w  w o r ki n g  in  Vien n a ,  To m a s z  Pietra si e w i c z  
dir e c t o r  of  Th e a t e r  NN Bram a  Grodz k a  in  Lublin,  an d ,  m o s t  ins pir ati o n a lly,  Danut a  Brzos k o  
Mêdryk,  sur viv o r   of  Majdan e k ,  a s  w ell  a s  a ctivi st  an d  aut h o r  of  Matylda ,  a  re c o u n ti n g  of  h er  o w n  
ex p e r i e n c e s  in  th e  c a m p .  

Myslo w s k i  will  cr e a t e  an  inst all ati o n  with  tw o  platfor m s  in  th e  c e n t e r  of  Barra c k  # 47 .  On  
o n e  platfor m ,  5 2  b ar b e d - wir e d  b ul b s  will  b e  su s p e n d e d  fro m  th e  c eilin g ,  e a c h  3 2  c m  in  di a m e t e r ,  
or g a n i z e d  in  four  ro w s  of  thirt e e n .  Every  b ul b  will  b e  lit faintly,  th e  light  repr e s e n t i n g  th e  e n d u ri n g  
spirit  of  th e  victi m s  . On  th e  s e c o n d  platfor m  th er e  will  b e  7 2  b ar b e d - wir e  bul b s  or g a n i z e d  in  four  
ro w s  of  ei g h t e e n ,  but  this  tim e  th ey  ar e  unlit an d  pla c e d  o n  th e  gr o u n d ,  si g nifyin g  th e  sil e n c e  of  
th e  d e a d .  At th e  far  e n d  of  th e  b arr a c k ,  Myslo w s k i  will  cr e a t e  an  altar  m e a n t  for  m e d i t ati o n  w h e r e  
tw el v e  dr a wi n g s ,  Bla c k  Hol e ,  will  b e  dis pl ay e d .   
Barra c k  # 4 7  is  situat e d  within  th e  m u s e u m  s o  th at  it is  th e  last  sp a c e  ex p e ri e n c e d  by  th e  visit or.  
Ultimat el y  it will  st ay  a s  a  lastin g  h o m a g e  to  all  th e  victi m s  of  Majdan e k .  It is  m e a n t   to  sp e a k  for  
tho s e  wh o  can n o t   an d  to  st a n d  a s  a  tellin g  re m i n d e r  of  th e  p er p e t u a l  n atur e  of  injustic e  w hi c h  
c a n n o t  b e  b o u n d  by  tim e  or  pla c e .  In this  spirit,  Shrin e  for  an  An o n y m o u s  Victim  is  to  b e  a  n o n -
religi o u s ,  m ultin ati o n a l ,  an d  m ulti- lingu al  d e di c a ti o n .

As  ex pl ai n e d  by  Majdan e k  Museu m  Dire ct or  Edw ar d  Bala w e i d e r ,  th e  eff e c t  of  this  
c oll a b o r a ti o n  will  b e  to  cl e a n s e  an d  str e n g t h e n  o n e ' s  e ntir e  ex p e ri e n c e  of  th e  m u s e u m .  
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