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BÓ Like (=? Send B 274 people like this. 

V irtual m e m o r i a l s are nothing n e w — people have b e e n p a y i n g 

their r e s p e c t s to departed loved o n e s on F a c e b o o k a n d 

M y s p a c e for y e a r s B u t a F a c e b o o k p a g e set u p for H e n i o  

Z y t o m i r s k i . a 6 -year -o ld P o l i s h b o y who w a s ki l led during t h e 

H o l o c a u s t , i s truly revolut ioniz ing t h e w a y w e recount h i s tory 

and r e m e m b e r the d e a d H i s profile i s . in e s s e n c e , a virtual 

m u s e u m 

L a s t s u m m e r , a group of people in Lubl in , P o l a n d , a n d Israe l — 

inc luding H e n i o ' s c o u s i n N e t a Z y t o m i r s k i Av idar — c r e a t e d a 

F a c e b o o k profile for t h e boy. w h o w a s s e n t to the M a j d a n e k death c a m p in 1942. A c c o r d i n g to the A P . t h e idea 

g r e w out of a group c a l l e d G r o d z k a G a t e - N N Teater. w h i c h u s e s the arts to r e m e m b e r v i c t i m s of the H o l o c a u s t . 

Hen io w a s c h o s e n b e c a u s e there w e r e s o m a n y p h o t o s a n d letters avai lable to d r a w from, w h i c h m a k e s h i s 

profile a truly rich read ing e x p e r i e n c e . 

T h e profile funct ions a s k ind of a p i e c e m e a l s t o r y b o o k , with P o l i s h s t a t u s u p d a t e s in H e n i o ' s v o i c e a s well a s 

photos and other u p d a t e s in the third person that tell h is tale. H e n i o ' s own v o i c e i s s i m p l e and t o u c h i n g , a s y o u 

c a n s e e in t h e s e l e c t i o n below. ( R o u g h T r a n s l a t i o n : 'I a m s e v e n y e a r s old I have a m o m and d a d . I have a 

favorite p lace . Not everyone h a s a m o m a n d d a d , but everyone h a s their favorite p l a c e . T o d a y I d e c i d e d that I 

will never leave Lubl in . I will s t a y here forever. In m y favorite p l a c e W i t h M o m a n d D a d In Lubl in ." ) 

H e n i o Z y t o m i r s k i M a m s i e d e m lat . M a m m a m ę i t a t ę . M a m s w o j e u l u b i o n e 
m i e j s c e . N i e k a ż d y m a m a m ę i t a t ę , a l e k a ż d y m a s w o j e u l u b i o n e m i e j s c e . 
D z i ś p o s t a n o w i ł e m , ż e n i g d y n i e w y j a d ę z L u b l i n a . Z o s t a n ę t u n a z a w s z e . W 
m o i m u l u b i o n y m m i e j s c u . Z m a m ą i t a t ą . W L u b l i n i e . 

October 11, 2009 at 4 : 1 2 p m 

B^i 14 people like this. 

K a r o l i n a C z a r s k a nie mam słów ... 

October 11, 2009 at 4 : 1 8 p m 

MD a m i e n G a l i ń s k i mocne zdania heniu.. 

October 11, 2009 at 6 :11pm 

A c c o r d i n g to the A P . not e v e r y o n e is h a p p y with t h e project — the n e w s c o m p a n y c i t e s A d a m K o p c i o w s k i . a 

historian at L u b l i n ' s Marie C u r i e - S k l o d o w s k a Univers i ty w h o s p e c i a l i z e s in J e w i s h s t u d i e s , w h o t h i n k s that 

writing in the d e a d b o y ' s v o i c e i s eth ica l ly u n s o u n d a n d a m o u n t s to a b u s e toward a chi ld that h a s b e e n d e a d 

for the p a s t 70 y e a r s . * O t h e r s have a l s o r a i s e d t h e fact that the p a g e — m u c h l ike D o p p e l g a n g e r W e e k — 

v io la tes F a c e b o o k ' s T O S . 

S t i l l , H e n i o ' s c o u s i n m a k e s very c l e a r in a note on the profile that the y o u n g b o y ' s voice i s m e a n t to be purely 

specu lat ive , a n d that he is to funct ion a s a s y m b o l : 

*We try to r e c o n s t r u c t h is life in the ghetto from survivors' t e s t i m o n i e s , from d o c u m e n t s , from k n o w i n g t h e 

h istory of L u b l i n during the N a z i o c c u p a t i o n F r o m all of t h e s e w e try to g u e s s what might have b e e n h is 

t e s t i m o n y . 

Hen io i s a l s o a represent ing f igure, a s y m b o l i c f igure, a n i con. H i s f igure r e p r e s e n t s the dest ruct ion of t h e 

anc ient J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y of Lubl in . 

H i s f igure br ings to F a c e b o o k the s t o r y of t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y under the N a z i o c c u p a t i o n r e g i m e a n d of 

its ruin 

A n d j u d g i n g b y h is 3 . 0 0 0 + fans , s c o r e s of thankful wall p o s t s and a v a l a n c h e of virtual gifts, peop le have b e c o m e 

e n a m o r e d of t h e long- lost boy. 

H e n i o Z y t o m i r s k i H e n i o a n d h i s m u m / 1 9 3 6 

({a] January 3 at 2 :16pm Share 

i i 16 people like this. 

I Maritta Schleyer Henio looks exact ly l ike my son. I feel 
| very very sad. 

January 3 at 4 : 0 6 p m 

n Marge T e i l h a b e r What a beautiful mother and son. No 
words. 
January 3 at 5 :30pm 

Rachel M i k o s may peace be upon their souls 
January 4 at 3 :16am 

A s i d e from being a t o u c h i n g m e m o r i a l to a t rag ica l ly departed b o y . H e n i o ' s profile i s a l s o a f a s c i n a t i n g u s e of 

s o c i a l m e d i a a s an e d u c a t i o n a l tool. S o m e of u s have probably v is i ted the Uni ted S t a t e s H o l o c a u s t Memor ia l 

M u s e u m in W a s h i n g t o n . D C . U p o n entering, y o u receive a p a s s p o r t dep ic t ing s o m e o n e w h o e x p e r i e n c e d the 

H o l o c a u s t , a n d throughout y o u r tour through the m u s e u m , y o u learn h i s or her fate. H e n i o ' s p a g e br ings t h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e to another level, a l lowing y o u to interact with the boy. a n d to learn about h is life in a w a y that 

integrates fully into y o u r own s o c i a l m e d i a e x p e r i e n c e 

T h i s profile on ly g o e s to s h o w h o w s i t e s l ike F a c e b o o k are no longer s i l ly t ime w a s t e r s or p l a c e s to troll for 

y o u r next co l leg ia te h o o k u p , t h e y provide u s with n e w s , enterta inment, a d v e r t i s e m e n t s and. n o w — a s m o r e 

and m o r e people are s e e i n g it a s both a n e w s portal and s o u r c e — educat ion. I recent ly b e c a m e a friend of 

H e n i o ' s . will y o u ? 


