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Photograph of the Bima of the Maharshal Synagogue before WWII
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Drawing of the by Karl Richard Henker 1919
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Wakschul family before WWII
Yitzhak Wakschul (brother of Miriam’s mother), his wife Golda, and their sons Yosef and Yirmiyahu.
Pinchas Kirschenbaum (Miraim’s father) Binyamin (Miriam’s oldest brother).
Yosef Wakschul was the only survivor
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Miriam and her cousin Yosef at the Annual Gathering 2010
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My grandfather, Mordechai Gewerc with his 3 children; Irit, Yaakov, and the youngest Rachel

MIPY DY DNND VIMN DIPN ,"NONNT DY NO1ONN
NN IMDIIN PIDOYN WA P - DXAN MINMN
DMpon dv

DN IS DNTIN PN DYAN DY IYNYN YNOIN VYWD
DNY NNWUNRD W DNY I MININD 20 NN OV >N
WAV 9D INYA .NTIND D22 MY X NYRI O
DYDAIN MOM DXLV NPN DY PIN PN NN
DN N2 WND DIN Y970 P01 Nava 0N n»oya
aYwI M0 NIMY 0N NN KD IWN DTN
NI, TIWY-NNR SINN DDYAN DT THN
YYD DX D NN NIVIY MIND PNHYAT HXOND \ON)
.)2m5 ,5vn nInn)

XYI90 TY TPONY INDYA DMNN 2 MNANA 0NN
TIVIN NNONN TAN YT LIWN ODWN NNNON
WIM 0N DNV PNRD DN DY MNNIND TN
;X1 93T A0 .OXTPAN DY NI GNINA LIPH
V0N VD PNAN DY TPNNND DNNN TPoND 10
aPY LOPNT INMNI MIAT MYY PIAYNID INONI DTN
.D2NNN MNNN

DAY TOTIN-X0IN MDY 1OND POAY vidd DY
DYTIN NN NONXD NN DO .0MINNN DO»NN DY
DYPYTN WPN TID ON .M NNNHNY DMN NIV
YTD 2NN T2YD DM IWN MASN NTHY DYNIN

ATIAN YOI NONMYN

XI2) M OOTIND POV DOV (NPPR) PN
L2200 PR ,NYYA 29T 09 DY 1927 WA 312
ATHNY NTADN DT ONAYHD  DRMT INNaYN
YN NIYI .IYOD 1IN DNAYNN NIMNNN 19NN
.2 259202 X120 SV PIAD NNAYNT NIy DIV
032 MY PYT IO N DTN DT M v N
NI DT POV QX .O2YTY AN DIV INMN D1
WP NN TID NAON STND NMIN P XD O
NITY TID NHM IWN DT NN DN DY PN DN
PYTIN D21 MIININ P2 12YND WY

APY (NPPR) PN DXTD WY NMHN NNOYNN
ORI NPON DPTN DN MVLPH MNRM (PP)
MmN ,NDaon Maiv) NYNN NI Dyn ,man mina
DON .MINAYN  WIDYD NIV (IMAND  MpD
1NN DN IIMP NNAYN NN IDON MNOYNN
,A20200 NOYA ;0N VY IIANP NIAN DY DY
NNN ,NYI0 N2 ;12N DY YDOIVDIPNDTND I1I0N
PPN DY PMIAND

PIWY DDINHIN DN DONYAN VI DI DN
,0PM%Y 0PDID DX IXNA P2INNY NN DN . HIDN
8P DNoIYA 79NV DNN DXYPIAN PN INBRD ITON
M)W XN ND%I1 .DOYDIDN NOPYND NN PYN

53



TPPR DMNN) XIMNOIIN 9AND INY) 1952-2) 202
193 19NN IINNN NN N2 (O NPIIY N NN
JPVN DT DY DNY 1TON .0°-N2a Twnnd
31-2 .00)0 DY»DI NTAY NHX 2PN JININ DITAY
DNy INNY ,JOIDN NYNN IMNX Y100 1993 NP2

INY-DY MIPN YN NTY N9Y Ta0a
AMNND MIAND NN PINK IND PN HSNTT
WPIDN RO PMINON MINY .0 1A VPN
PIDNOHN DNSY DI OIRSHD N ,TOMD 1vaApd
N2 MaNN .PINSD DDAD DYy DY mManNa
NOWN NIV MYNNI DNRD N9IVXAYI 5NNN
OYMY TYNI ONIWD DYUN WIND NIVNI OIVIRD
DOVWN NN 2V NTHYY NNDINIY XM PN NN
DY29yN NONN DY NNOY 92T DY 1IN0 .IPHVIND

T7VINA 1"72171 MIN ANX DY Y1IX 711 Y122 7011939 MY
1939, Rachel Gewerc at 4 years old
with her mother, Chana in snowy Lublin

172NV 012X IWANDY DNHNND NN DY WINnD
WUNID DIV NIAND DIPNA INNOND

ONDY DIPHRIN DY WIPY MIAPYA MDY 9100
YITIN .2INID MDD XINH NMIDVY MHTIPD NNIvA
AV NPV MIAPYA JION OMNPA TN IYN X1
YD) MNP ,0°0172 1PN MNPHNN VI PIDYD YDIN
TOPN IPPOYN NXYN XY 20 YD O3 N
DY 5200 MINT NI VDI SYIND ANPN 71D PHIP
NN DX NN PIAYIDY VXN DN DOND NN
T AYIMD 19D PYOINIT VONI YITIN .ATAV NI
PYA (PO2AY DN DNYD AP0 APY 1aN) PINa DY
999 DY799) MNDN MMIPH NINND XON) NI 7PN
NPIXN MNAYN OIN JMN PRV NID . PDNIN DNN
TN THX NI T HY 90N .20 90 DNHND DPOIPH
DO DNID ONDADY ,TPIN M DTN Mo
TN NPVLOIPY PR INTYT

DNV T2 DOMY INRD MO YT DY PMapy
DYOPY ToN DNNIND AN DPHNY HIND INvna
NAYNN NN ANRYD NNONN ONNRND NPINND PN
YA DM NN LNDIN NINANDN NOOY IDINDN
MPND .Y MIIN2 NADNDNIY DR DINNN
LIV DAY DN DN MPTNDAN DYV DAY
NXIAP Oy TN ANOYI RO LOIMN DS 7N DY
™MD .PO922 1790 MTIAYD NPMPH NPIX MIY)
17D)25 NI5O NXONIY NTIYN MAID 02270 D»OYPN
TIIWOY THYND P2NND NNYONN PN ONTYT, TV ¥
.0NYNN OINo TY

IUND .1934 72I0OPINA 6-1 POV DTON DNI NN
NNNYN NI DN PPODIVL JTHIN VI NNMON NNAVNI
DTY OMNND AN DY INTIAY OpHna 0Innon
TN IWIND DTN NN 1943 ONN PP PO NANNIWY
INNON PMTITA DNNY DN .INNAYH 2N 1ND DY
VINNON NN TIDND NYA .DPINY NPNX YNY DIN
DYNA YONINA NN NVPNAND PN INTT ONI
DNV T DY W J NI08N TINN DINA .Y
ITYTN 170N NHNOHNN INKDY,D¥NDN DI THRD
TOMWN YT DY TN DY DIMIN DY TN YN NN
DY WM DN PAT INRDY ,7INNY DN NNIN
Y792 DAM NN POITIDPR” DIAYNT NN DY
NN 7MY IYION NN WY NN DOVIIIN
MDY ,MVYIAN NVPTHN TN PNYN DIpn Ny
2MAN2 NNIN AYNND DY INDNI 1IMN 93T OV
9901 A0 NNDWI NIYY-YIAIND NI I 1948
NYHN NI NP DNNY NOT DN PIT OO OROPNN

>4



NDON PN PYAIY ONSY NIN'D VI NP P
NIYN NN DAY NIYY-WNRN TYNI HIND DD
1999 LOMIND NNPVLAY TY "PHAD NP7

D) OOINY L,DOPLY OIND "MAY NANND ,DNIPON
NN N2YT AYPN DMTD> DY DNXY DN MXAD NI
YTNN INNAYI .ODWN AN DMVY 1PN PN
DOYNY IDPVY WY W WD) T A, PHIY VY
NATYY OINN MY DOYIIN ,1985 o121 .DNTON Y INA
NND 9N POAIDY OV PPN NRN NI NN
NON ,DIVIINND DNINN DM NOT .ANYTD YT NN
1290 N2ARYNY MOTN DX M0 NATINNN TIND INNY
2 TH2NAN HOMTHA XN N2 1PTA MIPXA7 Iy DN
NN ONIT 2YA INYT N .DIDY DOWIN DAV 23073 .
OO MNYN DY DXVIVYN X XTI, NPNNN MDY
7773 NDOVNM NIV NTIN IN ONIIN INY
mMYpn MMmYinn IX PN APoN 7,NPD2IVIADD
DONIANY AN RO TN POAD 0P ORNP DY
NS 932y D31 CTINK AN IPDIVIY AINIA
LIMIAY INITHN ,DMPY  DOPYNRN DI NIANY
YD NIV A0 DPNINTT DMNTI INY NI
017 ,0MNN DVIN DN .XITH TP L, 9100
25 PN NONY YR NAIIN 73NN D)0 DIXNY DN
NIYN 299N RPN NMINTI NTYRID DY 1NN 0T
4 990N NXNVIPY INIIY NN 12D DAY NYNNa
INYD NIVNT MNIDIN NN AN I NOINN
AN DTN 71137 NNITHN DY DDV NI INIWN
.DWIP - PONN NPYN DIPNI,MNIY DNITHN NN
7 TI922 3N D) ,NANRY NINY 9102

v

INN7NN NN 1MX
Irit after WWII

PRI NNPAY DPIND YT 7P NVID PMTITH NIV
13NN .POM9PY NNOWN NN NMININD IPOVIND
IPXON APY  PYNIN NOYI DN 17D NI INYHIN
GN N1 NN DN SV ,DND TN YT NY
ASIN WY NN NIMPOIIN AN DY DTTINN
PTIOD AN IOV SINK IAMNRD MMN 1ITY”
12N YN NNND PR NN DYDY IPNDI
NOYA NNMN ROT THDNI IRD .D>TION DY 027 MNT
N N D00 . MAYD NIYID 1) IXIDVIN
PN PO PO 2 XN IR DDV IPNPY
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The house at Novoribna 2. Irit and Yirmiyahu Gotlib on the stairs
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Irit with the Polish Ambassador to Israel and the Mayors of Lublin and Rishon Lezion
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My Uncle Kalman Hofrat, Jewish soldier in the Polish Cavalry
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Shmuel Hofrat my father
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The reverse side of the photo
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Uncle Kalman and his wife Bella
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Lublin, September 1937
Bella, in love and having fun dressed up in her husband’s uniform

Reverse side of the photos TN 7Y 7INKT T¥0

teatrmmn.pl
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1939 'XN1 2,1"7217 .IX7-i1"N "N101 7XW* 110
My grandparents Israel and Chaya Lea, Lublin May 2 1939
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1937 1" 1 ,]"1117
My uncle, Avraham and Elke (his wife

or his sister?), Lublin 1937
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Des Kviegsgefangenen

'g.ﬁriegsgefnngenen:(%tammlﬁgef:' .

Name: Hofrat |

Eelmann
Porname: ...

Gtaatsangehprigkeit: Pole
Dienfigrad Sanitatsgefr,

401 %..

Gebuvtstag und -ort: 1.7.14.

Truppenteil: Sanitdtskol, RKomp. nfw.:

Religion:... Huue

Lornante bes Vaters: . Srul

Qivilberuf; . SCBUstET

Matrifel Rr. (Stammeolle bes Heimatjtaates):

Familienname der Mutter: . ChH2jalaja

Gefangennabme (Ot wnd Datum): __Chelm

Db gefund, frant, vermwundet eingeliefert: krank|

Cigtoild

Rdbeve Derfonalbefdhreibung

©roje Haarfarbe

Befondere Kennzeidyen:

Jingerabdrud
Dbe3 redyten! Qeigefingers

Mame und Anjdyrifz der ju benadyriditigenden Perfon in ber Heimat
Dbed Rriegsaefangenen

Belcl_le Hofrat,Imblin Jatetzna 23

5 {::{ ..

3

Benden!

o e e P A S L e e e

i et

D717 1077 TV DYYIX DDA 001D - 7 17197 ‘N '71171 ANNTN "™MIWT 11NN
Prisoner of War Card for Kalman Hofrat (Born Lublin) (Lipowa 7, Lublin)
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Beata Szczerbinska-Budzynska of Lublin
recently found this photoinabox of familyitems.
Marcin Fedorowicz of Teatr NN believes that the
photo was taken shortly before the liquidation
of the ghetto in early 1942. The photo shows the
construction of the Lublin ghetto fence possibly
during the time before the ghetto was separated
into two sections; ghetto A for those who were
doomed to death and ghetto B (bordered by
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¥

Kowalska, Ribna, and Grodzka streets) for those
who were useful to the Germans. Interesting
too, is the lack of iron railings on the balconies
of the houses. The Germans had ordered them
removed from the Jewish Quarter in order to
provide raw metal for the armaments factories.
This photo was published as part of an article in
the Gazeta Wyborcza Lublin on March 24, 2010.
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This photo was found in the collection of the
Vassung family. It is said to have been taken
in 1940. It appears to be a celebration with some
of the group offering a toast. There appear to be
both Jews and non-Jews at this celebration. The
man seated on the left wearing the armband
may be Yaakov Kornblit.

However, the questions remain for our readers:
Can anyone shed light on this photo? What
was the special occasion? What were the
circumstances that enabled both Jews and non-
Jews to be photographed together? Exactly
when and where was this taken?
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to the police station, and Chayusha narrowly
escaped from the vehicle of death. Many more
times after that she ran away. She hid in attics
in the camp and there met other children who
were in hiding. One day a chimney sweep
discovered them and once again they were on
the road to death. She also had gotten to know
the purgatory of Budzyn and Majdanek. What
pained Chayusha the most was the injustice
done her by her relatives from Krasnik where
she was born. They persuaded her to come
and live in their home so as to forget all her
troubles; in other words, offered a warm home
after all the atrocities. But instead, they made
her do all the hard menial jobs from morning
to night. Chayusha asked them to enroll her at
school but they did not want to hear of such a
“waste of time.” In the children's home, when
she thought of her future, she hoped to become
a kindergarten teacher and make sure that other
children would have a happy childhood and not
suffer as she had...

In one corner stood a group of boys deep in
whispered conversation: "It's a shame about
school; once again we will be homeless. At last
we had got used to a normal life.” The issue was
their links with the Zionist youth movements,
and the aim of leaving Poland.- - - -

In Lower Silesia

The Jewish Committee decided to transfer the
children's home to Lower Silesia — a decision
that gave rise to general protest. The older boys
were settled in jobs in local workshops and were
proud to be earning some money and standing
on their own feet. All of them wanted to leave
Poland as soon as possible — they had strong ties
to kibbutzim — but the Jewish Committee was
anxious to prevent their organized departures.
They felt that the future of these young people
in communist Poland was guaranteed - - - -
But in spite of all these endeavors, some of the
young people began to leave. In June, after the
end of studies, many of them fled to an unknown

destination (the kibbutz movements).

In August the children left the house in Lublin.
The journey to Pietrolesia lasted five hours;
what they found there was a virtual 'palace’
surrounded by beautiful and well-kept gardens.
A former educational institution for German
girls, it soon resounded with song and laughter.
It had its own swimming pool and sports fields —
something new after so many years of suffering
and depression. - - - -

The Jewish Committee in Reichenbach
appointed Mrs. Melman (a former captain in
the Soviet Army) as director of the home. - - -
Many of the young people began to leave
the home. On 11 December, ten girls and ten
boys left. The communist Jewish Committee
regarded this as a scandal. Only 60 children
now remained at the home, most of them young
kids. The rest planned to leave at the end of
the school year. The Jewish Committee was
furious. The home under new management
assumed a new character. The new arrivals
were children who had parents. Some families
that had returned from Russia were now put
up at the home until they could find work and
proper accommodation. The new manager was
arrested and charged with collaborating with
the Germans in a camp during the war. Some of
the orphans were adopted and the rest taken to
an orphanage in Wroclaw.

Translated from Polish to Hebrew by
Pinchas Zajonc

Translated from Hebrew to English by
Miriam Shimoni
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2009 NIYIN AIXXTT, Y100 7RIX 17T 1Ml

The English version was published by
Moreshet in the "Journal for the Study of the
Holocaust and Antisemitism”,
edited by Dr. Ariel Horwitz in 2009
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only two years old at the time. Friends of her
parents brought her to Bialystok to a Mrs.
Shmanovska.

Stefcia Zarkower was five years old. In
1941, her father, a lawyer, was taken to work
in Zabarasz with a group of seventy doctors
and attorneys. In March 1944, when the front
moved to the west, villagers discovered a mass
grave and there they identified Stefcia's father
through documents found on his body. In their
eye-witness accounts, the villagers said that
all seventy members of this group were buried
alive.

Shoshana Guterman from Vilna, a plump,
sweet little girl, was in hiding with her parents
and other Jewish families. When Russian
soldiers approached the gates of the city,
Shoshana's father lost his sanity and threatened
to fetch the Germans. He wanted to leave their
secret shelter. Both he and his wife were killed
by their friends (his wife as well because she
was trying to protect him). Shoshana and her
older brother were orphaned just when the end
of the war was so near.

- - - - Shlomo Waks, a ten-year old blue-eyed,
blonde boy with a remarkably good voice,
was the singer at the children's home. He did
not look at all like a Jew. As a small boy he
had suffered so greatly that he did not have the
strength to continue the struggle. When he was
eight, he decided to die. The Germans offered
an award of one kilogram of sugar and half a
liter of vodka for every Jew handed over to
them. The peasants chased the Jewish boys
and set their dogs on them. In many cases the
boys were savaged by the dogs. That is when
Shlomek broke down. Of all his memories from
the camp which he was at, the worst were of
Fayks the hangman, the cruelest of them all.
Whenever he found any Jewish child in hiding,
he would torture him and hang him by his legs.
In the extreme winter in the forest, Shlomek's
feet and hands froze, but he was rescued and

survived. At the children's home, Shlomek sang
songs from the camps. He had a beautiful voice
and was very musical.

Niuniek Szwarc was a strange fellow. He
arrived at the orphanage in 1944 at the time of
its inauguration. During the massacre of the
Jews he escaped to the forests. Hunger and cold
forced him to come out of hiding and he began to
work for farmers in the village. For six months
he was employed by a Ukrainian militiaman.
Many times he had close encounters with death.
At one point the Ukrainian militia seized five
Jewish boys in the village, and he among them.
They were taken to the ghetto, stood up against
the wall and shot. After a while Niuniek woke up
to discover that he had not even been wounded.
He crawled out from underneath the bodies of
his friends and got away. All night long he hid
in tall grass. Niuniek crossed a frozen river to
reach the other shore and in the forest joined
the partisans. After liberation, he returned
to his home town — Brody — to search for his
family. But there was no one left... He reached
the Jewish orphans home in Lublin on foot.
Niuniek captured everybody's heart, he knew
how to encourage people; wherever he went
you could hear his laughter. He was short and
broad-shouldered with a large head and used
to wear a coat with colored patches and a fur
hat. He was swift as quicksilver and always full
of fun. The children used to call him 'Chaplin'.
When Niuniek began to dance Cossack dances
with sticks, the entire home danced and sang
with him, the younger children clapping to
the rhythm. Niuniek loved little children. This
fifteen-year old teenager had a paternal streak
in him and liked to look after the younger
orphans...

- - - Chayusha Rottenberg was 13. Her entire
family had been murdered. They had put their
daughter under the care of her nanny who had
been with the family for ten years and in whom
they had complete trust. But the nanny, Hela
Czernwonka, betrayed them: she took the child
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and their needs. Sonia remained in this position
until she left for Israel with others in December
1945.

The self-rule council drew up a code of behavior
at the home as the basis for proper relations.
Every so often a roster was drawn up for shifts
of duty in housework and on the property: the
regular duties on the roster included taking care
of the smaller children and preparing the wall-
newspaper. There was no lack of discussions
on a wide range of issues at the meetings. A
new wave of antisemitism was sweeping across
Poland and there was no certainty about the
future of Jewish children there. Much space was
taken up by conflicts over life in the community.
Sometimes these meetings were very stormy;
the children were inclined to be suspicious as a
result of the years living under false pretenses.
Sometimes the group leaders upset the small
children by the way they distributed clothing
and other issues. The staff had no training in
dealing with the kind of problems that arose;
consequently mistakes were made despite their
ardent wish to get things right. The lives of the
older children were free and independent and
everyone went his own way. The little children
were not mature enough to understand what
was going on. In the intermediate group, the
school-age children suffered the most from
the loss of home and family: what they sought
most keenly in the children's home was the lost
family cell. In addition to the difficulties of
communal life in the children's home, they also
had to cope with learning problems. There was
much interest in emigration, including making
aliya to kibbutzim which were being organized
in Poland at the time. Propaganda for illegal
aliya to Palestine began in the spring of 1945,
however at that time, the discussions focused
on combating antisemitism. - - - -

The Children at the Home
The world of the smaller children was pleasanter.
They had little beds, but they too experienced

nightmares and dreams of horror. Erneka
Schneider from Krakow fell from her bed and
shrieking, ran into a closet to hide. That is what
she had done in Krakow whenever she heard
the doorbell ring. Next to her slept the little six-
year old Lenke Atlas from Lublin who used to
toss about in bed in great distress. In her dreams
she was pestered by small animals that emerged
from every corner of the barn that had been her
home for so long ...

The very youngest kids slept in beds with
mosquito nets: the four-year old Sabeczia
Zimmerman from Krakow, and Dorotka (who
had no surname) and other small children.
Sabczia's mother had paid a Christian family
500 zloty to look after her but never came back
to collect her. The mother died together with
her older children and the rest of the family.
However, the Christian family - her adoptive
parents - fell in love with the little girl and let it
be known that their granddaughter had come to
stay with them in order to protect her.

In 1944 Dorotka had been sent away from
Chelm. She had on her a note dated 1941 with
her name as Dorota and age - seven months.
When the home for Jewish orphans was set up
in Lublin, she was taken in at the age of four, a
little girl who could neither speak nor walk. She
did know how to sit up and yet she had all her
teeth. She was a very plain little girl, a skeleton
covered in skin with a large belly and a freckled
face. Her eyes had a continual look of fear,
her voice was screechy. Strangely enough, the
others did not find her repulsive; everyone loved
Dorotka. If anyone smiled at her, she would
give that person a hug with her tiny arms, and
her face would light up. Ten months later she
began to walk, to put on weight and to become
a pretty child. Her speech improved as well.
The father of five-year old Niusia Diksztolska
from Bialystok was killed while fighting with
the partisans in the Naroch forests. After his
death, her mother fled to Liornow and perished
in the general massacre. Little Niusia was

88



experiences in the camps. The room that was
set aside as an office for the staff had a window
overlooking the courtyard. There was a lack of
toilets and bathrooms and the children had to
use the general toilets in the courtyard. Here, on
1 December 1944 was the inauguration of the
children's home. - - - -

Homeless Jewish orphans began to appear in
Lublin already in July 1944; they roamed the
city, did some peddling on the streets and slept
in the Peretz halls at 7 Wyszynskiego Street.
Dressed in rags, their faces were pale from
starvation after all those years of struggling
merely to survive.

In order to organize the children's home,
premises were needed in the city. There was not
enough furniture, bed linen, clothing or food.
Poland's temporary 'capital' was badly over-
crowded due to the presence of the Soviet army
and the return of thousands of refugees. One man
who gave vital support to the children was Dr.
Hershel Horn — a true friend. He saw to it that
subsidies were granted the Jewish Committee.
Dr. Sommerstein, a former member of the
Polish Parliament, was at that time a member
of the interim government. His endeavors for
the children's home were greatly welcomed,
and financial support was received from the
Polish government, the Joint and various public
organizations. Private individuals, particularly
those who had made money through the many
opportunities that cropped up during the war,
also contributed generously. - - - -

Self-Rule

The number of children increased from day to
day; no age limit was set. Children from ages 3
to 18 were accepted. At that time the children's
home took up all the rooms — providing
accommodation altogether for 120 boys and 55
girls.

Among the younger kids, there were some
who had been given over to Christian families
for safekeeping during the war; and most of

those families gave their wards back to the
Jewish Committee, but not all did so willingly.
In some cases the Committee had to resort to
legal intervention or financial inducement,
which in some cases was justified, given
their expenditures in taking care of the child
throughout the occupation. All these children
were in the kindergarten group — pre-schoolers,
about 15 of them. In the senior group there
were teenagers 16-18 year-old from the camps,
some who had been with the partisans, others
who had been in hiding. There were 25 in this
group.

The older children began to go out to work in
factories and workshops (doing metalwork,
mechanics, carpentry, electricity and shoe-
making) in order to acquire skills so that they
could quickly learn to stand on their own feet.
In the afternoons and evenings, they attended
municipal vocational schools. Each of them
had their own personal ideas and plans for their
future. Most of the children (about 130) were of
school age and were registered in schools after
taking general knowledge exams. To encourage
them to study, they were given special tuition to
catch up and make up for the years lost in their
unsettled lives. Clearly not all these children
had the ability to learn, but all of them tried.
Elections were held for the children's 'self-
rule council' and Biumek Feinschmidt from
Kurow was elected head of the council; it did
not take him long to win over the trust of the
children...

The position equivalent to Biumek's among the
girls was held by 15-year old Fela Shtecher. She
was beautiful, with long plaits draped over her
shoulders. She was very emotional and sincere:
the girls voted for her in the elections but
nevertheless criticized her at every opportunity,
saying she was arrogant and contemptuous of
others, and did not take care of them. Perhaps
they envied her. Later on it was the turn of
Sonia from Lwow: she knew how to unite the
girls and took an interest in each one of them
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"Raus, Raus,” hitting out in all directions with
their rubber clubs. "Women and children to the
carriages; the rest to march to the West," were
the orders bellowed out. Anyone who strayed
from the line was shot dead on the spot. The
camp emptied out. Only the dying remained,
and the dead bodies that they had not had time
to burn.

In the city of Lublin, a terrible noise erupted as
though the earth had opened wide — explosions
and screams of the wounded. A bomb shattered
everything around. A small group of people
was hiding in the cellar of the house at 5/3 Maja
Street, all of them Jews, some natives of Lublin.
Once silence returned, they discovered that the
Germans had disappeared to be replaced in the
town by the noise of Russian tanks and Russian
soldiers, their hands and faces covered with
dust and blood.

From the houses, gradually and cautiously,
frightened individuals began to emerge. Slowly
the square and the nearby streets filled up with
people, driven by relief and curiosity. They
received the Russian army enthusiastically;
red flags were rapidly hoisted on the lamp-
posts, porches and windows decorated in red,
swastikas erased. -----

The Red Cross Station

The Red Cross station was at 3 Wyszynskiego
Street in Lublin: the building was extremely
derelict. In the period 1944-45 it housed
refugees. - - - -

Every day new groups of shabbily-clothed
people arrived at the Red Cross, some in tattered
Red Army uniforms with fur hats and ropes
instead of belts; the women wrapped in blankets,
their feet wrapped in rags and newspapers tied
together with string. It was to this place that the
children from Majdanek were brought. - - - -
Mrs. Daitler from Krakow and Mrs. Schwarz
from Germany undertook the task of rendering
preliminary care to this group of children. It
was thanks to them that the Red Cross made

a space available to the children, bedded down
with straw, in one of the rooms. Rations of food
were given to the children who lined up outside
the kitchen window, equipped with small bowls
to get their portion of bouillon and a slice of
bread. - - -

In the autumn of 1944, the placid city of Lublin
became the capital of the new Poland. Fighting
was still going on, the Germans still occupied
areas on the banks of the Vistula, but further
east the areas were already liberated by the
Russians. It was from these areas that waves of
homeless people drifted towards Lublin.

The new Polish authority and the Jewish
Committee began their work in the former
premises of the Jewish Community at 8 Rybna
Street. During the winter of 1944-45, several
large rooms at. 60 Krakowska Street were
added. Three floors were set aside to house
some 200 Jewish orphans, all victims of the
Nazi occupation. The beginnings of the Lublin
children's home are connected with the premises
at 3 Radziwilowska Street.

Inauguration of the Children's Home

at Radziwilowska Street

The house was built early in the nineteenth
century — a tall, six-story building with a
wide entrance. Its high, colorful windows
were decorated with stained glass images and
across from each window on each floor stood
sculptures enclosed in glass cases. The entrance
to the kitchen was dark and dirty, and a spiral
staircase led to a disgusting sink. Some boxes
with boards placed across them and towels
hung on nails in the wall — that was all there
was to serve as a bathroom. The kitchen was
not in use as ready-made meals were brought to
the home from the central kitchen. Tables were
placed in one of the impressive halls that had
large windows, and the rooms used as bedrooms
were furnished with double-decker bunks —
beds that reminded the children of their terrible
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Anna Natanblut

Memoirs of the Director of the Children's Home
in Lublin, 1944-1946

The children's home in Lublin was the first to be set up after liberation of the eastern part

of Poland. We are publishing here for extracts from the memoirs of Anna Natanblut,

director of the children's home, written in 1962.

In lieu of a Preface

I got to know the young heroes of these stories
at the Children's Home in the years 1944-46,
when the echoes of the war - and the massacre
of the Jewish people — had not yet faded away.
I got to know the strong character of these
young people and their great desire to build a
new life in an atmosphere of true justice and
in an independent state. It is here that I found
the strength to cope with my own wounds from
the sufferings of the Holocaust. I am overawed
by the achievements of the "children" as
responsible adults, and their contribution to the
building of the fledgling state.

The Liberation of Majdanek
Concentration Camp and Lublin by
the Red Army

Personally, I witnessed the liberation of the
city, the flight of the Germans and the Russians'
victory in the town of Sakrane near Warsaw.
What I have written about the atmosphere in
Majdanek in the hours before the liberation of
Lublin by the Russians is based on the evidence
of several of the girls in the children's home:
Fela, Alla and Chayusha.

The earth trembled beneath the heavy tanks and
buildings in the Majdanek camp were shaken.
The camp staff hid in corners out of fear of
what might become of them. Objects fell from

the top bunks in the camp upon the heads of the
prisoners beneath... Flames of fire shot up on
the horizon. The flames and explosions indicated
that the Russians were approaching. Tension
heightened in the camp in those last days, the
madness of total destruction. The crematoria
emitted smoke. Groups of prisoners still fit to
work were directed to the east; and executions
were carried out non-stop. The Nazi occupation
force was in retreat and the liberating saviors —
the Russians — were arriving. The news kindled
a small glimmer of hope.

In a small dark hut, silhouettes were visible of
Jewish children who had survived the pogroms
and the terror from the time that the Nazis
passed a death sentence on all the Jews. It was a
miracle that anyone had survived, a miracle that
they were alive. In a corner stood Chayusha
Rotenberg, her large grey eyes full of terror,
half-starved, holding on tight to the top bunk,
her face carrying a look of determination as
a result of the many times she had had to flee
from dangers. Next to her stood a younger girl,
Alla Oppenheim, pink-cheeked but she too
was pallid and trembling all over. Fourteen-
year old Fela Shtecher paced nervously around
the hut. Fela was a pretty girl, braids tied with
ribbons, but her face was grey with fear. The
chaos in the camp terrified the children who
prayed to God for a miracle. All of a sudden SS
officers with dogs burst into the hut and yelled
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Perspective on Jewish Soldiers Serving in the Polish Army During WWII

nMWN 07N NN 170N 719 KaXa INN'WY 0TI 077N 7Y 0an

Polish POWs

Polish POWs
Polish Army - Prisoners of War (POWSs) |"719 Xaxn N 1aw| (Jewish and Non- | (Jewish Only)
Jewish)
N2¥N NAN7N "RY nnanYn mav|
-N71 DUTIY) 219 0UTIY) 719 Naxn
u (oma (a'n
|
Polish Soldiers Captured by Germans '1012 'awa 0119 0N 400,000 to 64,000 **
Polish Officers Captured by Germans NMA AWA 0979 DNR 18,000 720 to 900
Polish Soldiers & Officers Captured by the Soviets NIXVINN-NM2A "Awa 01719 091 DN 180,000 to 18,000 to 25,000
Polish Officers Killed by Soviets - Katyn, Miednoj, and Kharkov) AUFINI AT L 'ORFA 0'oNN MY INYIY 09719 0P 15,000 ?
Anders Army (Total - Soldiers and Civilians) (0'nTRNI 07NN 72) 0NTIN KAX 114,000/ 5,500 to 6,500
Soldiers - Total o*nn ' 76,500/ 3,500 to 4,000
Civilians - Total : o'NMITRN 72 37,500 2,500
March-April 1942 - Stage 1 - Soldiers D'7'n - 'N 2% - 1942 YM9X TV 0N (31,500)
March-April 1942 - Stage 1 - Civilians D'MITX - '8 27w - 1942 719X TV 0N (12,500)

Children Total TN ' ?

Teheran Children (Jewish) (oY) N T 1,000 1,000
August-September 1942 - Stage 2 - Soldiers o'7'n - '3 27w - 1942 712NVDO - VOIAIN (45,000)
August-September 1942 - Stage 2 - Civilians 0'NITN - 2 27 - 1942 12NV9S0 - VOIAIX (25,000)

Polish Peoples' Army (Soviets & Polish Communists) (NIXYINN-NM2 NY'ANA 1719 NAY) NAITY? X 200,000 ****| 16,000 to 20,000
Polish Soldiers Interned in Hungary NM2A2N2 NINNA 09719 07N 45,000 400 to 430
Polish Soldiers Interned in Lithuania NU'72 nIINNA 01719 0'7'N 14,000 ?
Polish Soldiers & Officers on the Western Front and in the Near East ANPN AT NNYAN DTN D979 DY 07N 194,500 10,000

*  Estimates range from 400,000 to 640,000 with the latter being more likely

*3nit 1x 600,000-7 400,000 ja :n3wn

**  Based upon the estimated proportion of Jews in the Polish Army - 8% to

**%190 XA¥2 0'TIN'D TINK 7V NO0IANN NI W

=**  Based upon the estimated proportion of Jewish Officers - 4% to 5%

*+* (XA¥2 0TIV D2¥EN TINK 7V NO0IARN N2wn
5%-4%)12719n

**** 10,000 Re-mobilzed Polish POWSs and
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Polish Citizens unable to join the Anders Army (1943-1945)

(1945 - 1943) o71ax XaX7? QI0¥N7 DNA YINIY 02719

=+ (150 to 180 Jewish Officers and 250 Soldiers)

= ni7in 0r9vn 250-1 0y 180-7 150 1)

(200 Subsequently Interned in Camp Vamosmikola) 7z
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received his new teeth, replacing what was the
result of malnutrition and the harsh conditions
of many years of internment and fighting. I had
'known' that he had been in Siberia, the Polish
Army and then in the British Army, but nothing
beyond that. I had few 'facts' to pursue and, in
any case, | had no context for what I would find.
And then, as a result of an unexpected research
trip, this is what I did find:

July 1938

Called up for military training in the Polish
Army

October 1939

Captured by the Russians in the city of Lvov.
Deported to the USSR where he was put into the
POW labor camp at Starobielsk, near Charkov
August 1941

Entered the Polish Corps of General Anders
Army as a soldier Soldiered through Uzbekistan,
Tashkent, Ashkabat, Persia, India, South
Africa Arrived with his Unit in England and
was transferred to the British Army and with
his Battalion fought against the Germans in
Western Europe until the war's end.

He was wounded in Holland.

He received 3 decorations.

May 1945

After the war he was demobilized in London,
England.

Today I have but a few fragments of my father's
history. As I uncover more, I am hoping, not
only to put the pieces together, but to go beyond
the puzzle, and understand his 'story'. I hope to
honor my father by knowing what I did not know
then and understanding him so much more.

I am hoping that for the reader, some of the
pieces of your own puzzle will touch upon the
information presented above, and help you in
discovering the full stories of your own fathers
and families.

Chart:

Perspective on Jewish Soldiers Serving in the Polish
Army During WWII

Data compiled by author from sources indicated below.
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Approximately 14,000 Polish soldiers were
interned by the Lithuanians as a result of their
crossing the border and surrendering their
weapons. Although the attitude of the Lithuanian
authorities was more hostile to the Jewish
soldiers, racial segregation was not imposed.
The Lithuanian government, in an attempt to
empty the POW camps as rapidly as possible,
began their release almost immediately. This
continued until the summer of 1940.

Jewish Soldiers Allied on the Western Front
and in the Near East

There were 194,500 Polish soldiers who, at the
outbreak of the war, managed to participate in
the Allied campaign on both the Western Front
and in the Near East. These soldiers were part
of the military organization that was formed
by the Polish government in exile. There
were approximately 10,000 Jews in these
formations.

A Personal Saga — Nathan Mandelajl

My Dearest Father,

How little I know about you and the critical
years of your youth. You experienced the
world, then and after then, not as a wonder, but
through shadow and evil. The agony, the fear,
the bottomless pit of emptiness, these must have
ruled. Where did you find your strength? your
resolve? And afterwards, the silence, the many
years of silence.

And beyond those dreadful years, You, so gentle,
so quiet.

From what protected place did you find your
love, your pride. You were so strong. You gave
completely, what depths of compassion. You
were our world of love, me and mom, forever.

My father had long scars on his neck of which
he never spoke. I remember the day that he

M1 XX 117171 ,1945 11NDA01 6, 7'X7TIN [N
Nathan Mandelajl; September 6, 1945; Belgium;
British Army
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The first Units established included 40% to
60% Jews. This was a result of numerous
machinations of the Soviets. This disturbed the
Polish government and General Anders who
considered the Jews less “fit” for fighting. Asa
consequence of this and other issues, after the
first recruitments, the Poles began to disqualify
the Jews outright, regardless of their physical
fitness or other qualifications. In addition, they
withdrew many earlier acceptances of Jews.

As the Soviets began to curtail assistance to the
Poles in the formation of the army, and as the
massacre at Katyn became known, the Anders
Army was moved from Tashkent to Teheran
(Persia/Iran).

The agreement between the Soviets and the
Poles allowed for civilian Polish citizens to
be evacuated from the gulags. However,
due to the discriminatory policies of both the
Poles and the changing Soviet policies, the
only Jewish civilians who were allowed to be
evacuated with the Anders Army were those
who belonged to Jewish soldiers who were on
active duty in the Polish Army at the time. A
total of about 114,000 persons were evacuated,
76,500 soldiers and 37,500 civilians. The
1,000 “Teheran Children” were among them.
Significantly, even though the Jews constituted
approximately 1/3 of the Poles in the Soviet
Union at the time, only 3,500 to 4,000 (4%-
5%) Jewish Soldiers and 2,500 (7%) Jewish
civilians were accepted into the Anders Army
and evacuated.

The evacuation of the Anders Army and the
civilians occurred in 2 stages. During March
to April 1942, 31,500 soldiers/officers together
with 12,500 civilians were evacuated. From
August to September 1942, 42,000 soldiers/
officers and 25,000 civilians were transferred
to Teheran.

The Anders Army went on to fight in Egypt and
subsequently achieved distinction in the Italian
campaign during the Battle of Monte Cassino,
the Battle of Ancona and the Battle of Bolgna.
The story of the many Jews who remained in
Palestine, rather than remain with the army is
an episode worthy of telling as well in future
issues of Kol Lublin.

Union of Polish Patriots — Soviet Union

During 1943 through1945 there were many
Polish soldiers and citizens in the labor camps
of the Soviet Union who had been unable to
join the Anders Army. The Soviet government,
together with the Polish Communists, raised
the army which was called the Union of Polish
Patriots. ~ Approximately 200,000 soldiers
constituted this army, of which 16,000 to 20,000
(8% to 10%) were Jewish.

Polish Soldiers Interred in Hungary and
Rumania and Lithuania

At the outbreak of the war in September 1939,
about 45,000 Polish soldiers were able to cross
the border into Hungary, which was neutral at
the time. There they turned in their weapons
and were interred in 140 different POW camps.
(Many were also able to also cross into Rumania
where they were also interred in POW camps.)

In August of 1941, as Hungary entered the
war on the side of Germany, the Jews were
segregated and brought to a camp called
Varmosmikola.  These 200 Jews included
officers, non-commissioned officers, soldiers,
and interestingly enough military families.
These Jews were targeted for transfer to
Auschwitz together with the Jewish population
of Hungary, but as a result of some Hungarian
government confusion, they ultimately survived
in a POW camp on German territory.
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There were approximately 900 Jewish POWs
who were officers who were captured in German
annexed territories. This represented 4% to 5%
of'the 18,000 total number of officers. These men
were also treated differently than other officers.
In early 1940, the Germans transferred a small
number back to their homes. Most continued to
be held captive however, and during 1940 the
Jewish officers were removed from the Polish
officer camps, transferred to Hammerstein and
subsequently sent on to 3 officer camps. There
the Jews officers were segregated and lived
under conditions that were significantly worse
than other officers.

German Camps for Jewish Officers
Waldenburg

Dorstein

Doessel

Stanislaw (Bernard) Mond, the only Jewish
General in the Polish army, wrote to the Polish
National Council in Exile on May 24, 1945
shortly after his release from Dorsten:

“In captivity I was subject to hell on earth, both
by the Germans and by my comrades (because
of my non-Aryan origin)”.

Jewish POWs Captured in Territories
Annexed by the Soviet Union

Estimates range that from 1,000,000 to over
1,500,000 Poles were exiled to the interior
of the Soviet Union. They included not only
POWs, but refugees who had fled the German
onslaught and Poles who were deported by the
Soviets. The proportion of Jews among these
exiles was about 400,000, almost 1/3 of the
total (more than 3 times the proportion of Jews
in pre-war Poland).

The POWSs represented soldiers and officers
who had lived in areas that had been annexed
by the Soviet Union. There were about

180,000 to 250,000 POWs in the Soviet Union.
Approximately 18,000 to 25,000 (10%) were
Jewish. The Soviets treated the soldiers in
either of two ways. Many were given Soviet
Citizenship and inducted into the Red Army.
Others were sent to Soviet Labor Camps.

Approximately 15,000 Polish officers were
interred in 3 labor camps. There were 400 to 430
(3%) Jews in this group. (The author recently
discovered that her father, Nathan Mandelajl
(Mandelay) had been interred in Starobielsk.)

Soviet Labor Camps for Polish Officers
Starobielsk

Kozielsk

Ostaszkow

In the spring of 1940, on the orders of Stalin,
these Officers were murdered in:

Katyn
Miednoj
Kharkov

Two Lubliners, Samuel Rozen (born 1885)
and Roman Feldt (born 1916) were among the
Jewish officers murdered at Katyn.

The Anders Army

After the German invasion of the Soviet Union
in June of 1941, the Polish Government in Exile
and the Soviets signed an accord that:

1. Enabled Polish citizens to be released from
many labor camps in the Soviet Union and

2. Permited the formation of a Polish Army
under General Wladyslaw Anders.

Many thousands of Polish soldiers and citizens
made their way hundreds of kilometers from the
Soviet labor camps to the recruitment centers.
Many died of starvation and exhaustion as a
result of the severe conditions of this trek.
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Territories that were under the control of the
Soviet Union (portions of eastern Poland).

® Therank ofthe Jewish soldier, acommissioned
officer, a non-commissioned officer or an
enlisted soldier was a particularly critical factor
in determining his fate.

Jewish POWS Captured in Territories
Annexed by Germany

Approximately 64,000 Jewish Polish solders
were in German captivity by October 1939.
This constituted about 10% of the total number
of Polish soldiers (estimates range from 400,000
to 640,000) captured on territories annexed by
Germany. Initially, these enlisted men were
interred in the following Stalags (labor camps).

Stalag Number Location/City Location/Region

Stalag | A Stablack Eastern Prussia
Stalag | B Hohenstein Eastern Prussia
Stalag Il A Neu Brandenburg  Pomerania

Stalag I B Hammeratein Pomerania

Stalag Il D Stargard Pomerania

Stalag Ill A Luckenwalde Berlin Region
Stalag VI A Hamer Westphalia

Stalag VI C Rathorn Westphalia

Stalag VI D Dortmund Westphalia

Stalag VIl A Mooshurg Bavaria

Stalag VIll B Lamsdorf Upper Silesia
Stalag XI A Altengrabow near Hanover
Stalag XII A Limburg Weishaden region
Stalag XII B Frankenthal Weishaden region
Stalag XIII D Nuremburg

Stalag XVII A Kaisersteinbruch  Vienna region
Stalag XVII B Pernau / Wels Vienna region
Stalag XV C Markt Pongau Vienna region

The Jewish POWS were segregated and endured
far harsher treatment than other POWS.

The testimony of Pinchas Zyskind (father of
2" generation member Judit Meir) "describes
the terrible conditions endured by the Jewish

Prisoners of War who were sent from the camp
at Altengrabow to work in a sugar factory
located in the Berlin area. They were beaten
incessantly while they worked. Some time later
the were transferred to Dessau where they built
a sewage network, working twelve hours a day
under unbearable conditions.”

Toward the end of 1939, about 25,000 to 30,000
of the interred Jewish POWs (soldiers and non-
commissioned officers) who had been residents
of the territories occupied by Germany were
transferred to assembly points in the large
provincial towns in the east, particularly
Warsaw. The men were in deplorable condition
and many had contracted tuberculosis. They
were cared for by the various Judenrats and the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.
Subsequently, those that had survived the ordeal
thus far, returned to their families and suffered
their same fate.

The German treatment of Jewish POWs
(soldiers and non-commissioned officers) who
had been residents of territories that had been
annexed by the Soviet Union was far different.
Here the policy was more straightforward
murder. This occurred at random, on forced
marches, in transit camps and in POW labor
camps. Lipowa 7 in Lublin was one such POW
labor camp which interred approximately 3,500
Jewish soldiers. The first group of 1,357 arrived
in February 1940 and the second group of 1,810
in March 1940. The POWs who remained alive
were killed in Majdanek on November 3, 1943.
(Further information regarding Lipowa 7 can be
found in Kol Lublin Volume 44 , 2008.) Pinchas
Zyskind, who was from Dubnow, was held in
Lipowa 7, as was the only POW from Lublin,
Kalman Hofrat, the uncle of Esther Pinchas.
The POW card of Kalman Hofrat showing his
photograph and fingerprints is depicted.

See on page 62.

97



Esther Mandelay

Jewish Soldiers in the Polish Army — WWII

Translation from English to Hebrew by Michal Ofek on page 63

It is not uncommon for members of the 2" and
3" generation to share the stories of our families
with each other. In many cases we know even
the smallest details. However, there is one area
in which we collectively find that we know
little. That is the subject of what happened to
the Jewish soldiers who were serving in the
Polish Army at the outbreak of WWIL. As we
try and compare what we do 'know', we find
disparities in the very simplest information.
Even the questions that we ask don't have an
apparent connection:

How did your father end up in the British
Army fighting in Holland?

What caused your uncle to be inducted into
the Soviet Army rather than deported to
Siberia?

Why was your brother considered “unfit”
to serve in the Polish Anders Army, but readily
accepted into the Union of Polish Patriots in
the Soviet Union?

How did it happen that your father was
brought to Germany and interned?

Who were the Lubliners who died at Katyn
and Monte Cassini?

While many of us know bits and pieces of our
father’s military history, we have only clues
as to the circumstances and conditions that
directed their fate. We are unfamiliar with how
the territorial and political consequences of the
Molotoff-Ribentroff Pact of 1939 impacted the
Jewish soldier. And later, after the German
invasion of the Soviet Union which began on
June 22, 1941, we suspect duplicity and anti-

semitism in the treatment of the Jewish Polish
soldiers. Although much of the history remains
murky and bereft of hard data, enough material
has become available to enable the historians to
draw a fair picture of the events and treatment
of the Jewish soldiers.

The purpose of this article is to present a
preliminary overview of the various scenarios
that occurred to the Jewish soldiers who were
on active military service in the Polish Army
at the outbreak of the war. Overall there were
approximately 1,000,000 soldiers in the Polish
Army. Approximately 10% were Jewish, with the
percentage of Jews in the Officer Core estimated
at 4% to 5%. The information presented below
attempts to provide a broad context to the fate
of these 100,000 Jewish soldiers. The goal is to
provide the reader with some preliminary basic
information and direction from which to begin
to seek out the story of his or her own father,
brother, uncle, or cousin.

The fate of the Jewish soldier greatly depended
upon three factors:

® The location of the soldier at the time of
capture in September and October of 1939.

® The location of the hometown of the soldier in
relation to the annexation of territory:

1. The Polish territories that Germany
had annexed (western Poland) or; 2. The
area designated by Germany as the General
Government (which included Lublin) or 3. The
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the Jewish Labor Party (the Bund) and the
Folksparta;.

He joined Gelibter’s interest in education and
was a founder of the Tarbuth School.

During the Holocaust he was a member of the
Judenrat. Kantor was executed by the Nazis in
March of 1942.

After the Nazis deported the residents to Belzec,
the Gestapo seized the Spoldom

Spoldom Buildings Today

The building located at Probostwo Street #19
still stands.

It is considered a fine building even today.

The changing times have brought parking lots
instead of the green gardens, shade trees and
walking paths.

The eye wanders over the front entrance and
suddenly meets a memorial plaque on a wall.
The plaque was placed there in 1998 by the
Lublin City Council. These are the words
inscribed:

“In memory of
The Poles who served the homeland
and patriotism
And were murdered by the
communists.
This building was a detention
house of NKVD.”

Do any of you, our readers, have any information
about this chapter in the history of these
buildings and place, or the people? Can you tell
us about it?

110 TI"1 N1, 77X WD 7 1M, j7 ANyl

Summary and translation to English: The great granddaughter of Moshe Gradel
Shmulik Avidar "Naama Keren - standing in front of the
Editing (English): Esther Mandelay Spoldom
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Engineer, Henryk Bekker

Henrykk Bekker was an engineer. His concept
for building the Spoldom was directly related
to his political perspectives. His profession as
well as his positions as a member of a number
of Lublin’s governing bodies then enabled him
to actually implement his ideas.

Bekker was one of the leaders of the Folkspartaj
(People’s Party) in Lublin, and its representative
on the Jewish Community Council in Lublin.
This was a Jewish political party that was non-
Zionist and supported equal rights for Jews
through legal, cultural and religious autonomy.
The Folkspartaj especially promoted autonomy
for Jews within the countries in which they
lived.

Bekker was one of the initiators of the Spoldom
concept. The first Spoldom was built at
Probostwo Street #19, with a second complex
built afterwards at Wieniewska Street #6. In
1936 Bekker also became a member of the
Building Committee of the Jewish Cultural
Center, the I.L. Perec House.

Henryk Bekker was a member of the Lublin
City Council, and when the Nazis mandated the
formation of a Judenrat, he became its head.
On March 31, 1942 he was deported together
with his wife to the death camp in Belzec. He
had been aware of the fate of the deportees;
and so, without any suitcases, he went to the
Umschlagplatz in Lublin, wearing his Talith.

Leib Gelibter

Leib Gelibter was among the founders of The
Craftsmen and Petty Merchants Bank and
served as its president. He was also a merchant
and the owner of a large clothing store.
Gelibter was also one of the prominent figures
in the Zionist Organization and a leader of the
Revisionist Party in Lublin. (Gelibter hosted
Ze’ev Jabotinsky in his home when he visited
Lublin.)

Gelibter’s interest in education is demonstrated
by his being one of the Lublin founders of both

the Humanistics Gymnasium and the Tarbuth
School (the Hebrew language school).
Establishing the Spoldom was one of his greatest
achievements.

Moshe Gradel

Moshe Gradel was one of the founders of the
Spoldom as well as a resident of the complex.
He served as the manager of The Craftsmen
and Petty Merchants' Bank and was among the
founders of the Folkspartaj in Lublin. One of
the cap-stones of his life was the founding of
the Lubliner Tagblatt, Lublin’s daily newspaper
(together with Israel Katznelbogen).

Although Gradel was active in numerous
venues, including the economic, social and
political life of Lublin, his primary interest and
achievements lay in the cultural arena. In 1908,
with his help, the Hazamir (The Nightingale) was
established as a Jewish National Institute whose
mission was to foster musical performances (a
chorus and an orchestral) as well as a literary
and drama group.

He also created an extensive library of Yiddish
works.

Gradel’s interest and influence extended to the
sphere of education where between the two World
Wars he assisted in the creation of The Central
Organization of Yiddish Schools (CJSO). He
was also a member of the management of the
Humanistic Gymnasium.

Gradel perished in the Holocaust together with
his wife and daughter.

Yaakov (Jacob) Kantor

Yaakov Kantor founded the Spoldom together
with those persons mentioned above. As with
Moshe Gradel, he was also a resident.

Kantor was a brilliant and fascinating figure.
He was a rabbi, a teacher, a lawyer, and an
exceptional orator. As one of the leaders of
The Mizrachi organization in Lublin, he was
especially known for his polemic debates with
representatives of the Agudat Yisrael Party,
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Neta Zytomirski Avidar

Spoldom
The Cooperative Apartment Complex in Lublin
Probostwo Street #19

In Lublin there was a visionary group of leaders
who conceived of a unique style of community
living. From 1928 to 1930, they designed and
built a modern and unusual living complex
called the Spoldom. In what ways was it
special?

Architecture

The living complex was a design constituting
several four-story buildings that were joined
together. Gardens and lawns with shade trees
filled the open spaces around the buildings.
The Spoldom complex was considered a modern
structure reflecting the new contemporary
European architectural style of the time. The
buildings had acubic form which were functional
with clean lines and were non-ornamental.

Ownership

The residents of the complex each owned
the apartment in which they lived. The forty
resident families also had the right to use the
public spaces of the complex. This was a totally
new concept in the Poland of that era. All of
the families and even the building manager /
superintendent were Jewish.

Social Environment

The Spoldom was much more than simply
buildings for living. It was designed to foster
communal activities and events for the residents.
The design especially supported the social life
of the residents.

One of the buildings housed the Culture Club.
The activities there were extensive, ranging from

lectures, and political discussions to providing
a radio, telephone and a pong-pong table.

The complex had its own Beth Midrash. The
community hired especially fine cantors for the
HighHoly Days. Jews from otherneighborhoods
came to the Spoldom's Beth Midrash to attend
the services.

The complex contained large areas where
children were safe to play games including
soccer.

The gardens were both beautiful and safe, and
sometimes even mothers who lived outside of
the Spoldom came with their babies to take a
walk in this protected space.

Within the hostile Polish environment of
those days, the Spoldom was a small Jewish
community, operating somewhat independently,
and supporting common social activities among
its inhabitants.

Who’s Who in the Spoldom?

The creators and residents of the Spoldom
were the elite of Lublin’s Jewish society. They
included economists, politicians, intellectuals
and members of the cultural establishment.
It is clear that in this cross-section of people,
differences in political positions or other values
were cast aside for the purpose of enabling
harmonious friendships.

The leading figures in the creation of the
Spoldom include; the engineer, Henryk Bekker:
Leib Gelibter; Moshe Gradel; and Yaakov
Kantor.
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After the demise of the community, the Nazis
blew up the empty houses in the Jewish Quarter
and demolished the Synagogue.

After the war, a broad grassy park was planted
over the ruins of the Jewish Quarter which
had encircled the Lublin castle (the Zamek).
A major roadway, the Aleja Tysiaclecia, was
constructed directly over the ruins.

Two modest memorial plaques mark the
place on Jateczna Street where the Maharshal
Synagogue stood. The plaques were funded by
the Lublin City Hall and by the organization of
former Lublin residents who now live in Israel.

A Recent Discovery

Until recently, it was thought that nothing
remained from the Synagogue. Suddenly, there
was a discovery!

In January 2008, the Parochet [curtain which
had covered the Torah Ark] at the Maharshal
Synagogue in Lublin was found in a synagogue
in the town of Bielsko-Biala.

The Parochet was found accidentally by the
Polish historian, Jacek Proszyk. He found it
while inventorying the property of the local
synagogue. It was determined that the curtain
was brought to Bielsko-Bialain 1945. However,
as of now, there is no information about how,
why and by whom, the curtain was brought
there.

TIDI2i "1 7W "7X107"1 MY
Virtual rendering of the Marharshal
Synagogue

Virtual Reconstruction

In 2007 a virtual model in 3-demensions of the
Maharshal Synagogue was created by
Christopher Mucha of the Servodata Elektronik
company with the assistance of representatives
from Teatr NN - Brama Grodzka Gate. The
model enables us to take an interactive tour of
the synagogue and its surrounding area. (It is
anticipated that ultimately Teatr NN, together
with a member of our Lubliner organization,
will be able to create a virtual reality of the
entire pre-WWII Jewish Quarter.)

Bibliography

Encyclopedia of the Jewish Diaspora (Lublin,
pages 127-134) (Maharshal Synagogue by
D. Davidovich, english), edited by Nachman
Blumenthal and Meir Korzen and published
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 1957
http://tnn.pl/pm.350.html

Synagoga Maharszala w Lublinie (nieistniejaca)

Translation of Polish sources: Sara Barnea
Summary and translation to English:
Shmulik Avidar

Edited (English): Esther Mandelay
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Neta Zytomirski Avidar

The Maharshal Synagogue in Lublin

The Maharshal Synagogue was considered the
most magnificent of all of the Jewish houses of
worship in Lublin. It was the most beautiful,
as well as being the largest and was able to seat
more than 3,000 people who gathered there
during Jewish holidays and festivals. Many
famous cantors were drawn to this Synagogue
and served there. There was even a children’s
choir which accompanied the Cantors. It was
the pride of the community for several hundred
years. Tragically, today only photographs
remain.

History

The history of the Maharshal Synagogue is
entwined with the history of Lublin’s Jewish
community.

Yitzhak Maj, a physician, was one of the first
Jewish inhabitants of Lublin. He was able to
buy a large plot of land on Jateczna Street which
he donated for the building of the synagogue
in 1567. The name, Maharshal, represents the
Hebrew acronym of the preeminent rabbi,
“Morenu [our Teacher] HaRav Shelomo Luria”.
It was during this time period that Lublin was
a major spiritual center for Jews, a golden era,
and as a consequence also the location where
the Council of Four Lands (i.e. Va’ad Arba’
Aratzot) held their great annual sessions.

In 1656 the Synagogue was destroyed by the
Cossacks who were rampaging across Russia
and Poland. The Cossacks set fire to the Jewish
Quarter and slaughtered the inhabitants. The
Synagogue was rebuilt as part of the renewal of
the Jewish Community.

In 1856 the ceiling of the synagogue collapsed.
The Jewish community was again mobilized to
rebuild it. The reconstruction took many years
and was only completed in 1864.

Architecture

Exterior — The Synagogue was a square building
with two roofs. Its corners were rounded and its
windows were arched giving both a strong and
graceful appearance. The walls were built very
thick as fortification to protect the Jews in times
of trouble.

Attached to the Maharshal and sharing the same
roof was another synagogue, the Maharam. It
was named after Rabbi Meir ben Gedalia of
Lublin (1558-1616) and was an acronym of his
title, “Morenu Harav Rabbi Meir”.

Interior — The prayer hall was spacious and
square. The Bima [raised pulpit] was large and
located in the center. At the time, the importance
ofthe Bimain the religious rituals was significant
and this new central location reflected this. This
architectural design subsequently influenced
the structures of other synagogues in Poland
and Germany.

WWII

In September 1939 Lublin was conquered
by the Nazis. All religious activity in the
Marharshal Synagogue was prohibited, prayers
were silenced. The Synagogue was converted
for use as the People’s Kitchen for Poor Jews.
Later it also became a shelter for the many
refugees and deportees who had been sent to
the Lublin ghetto from other places.

On March 17, 1942, the Nazis designated the
Maharshal Synagogue as an assembly point
for the Jews who were being deported to the
Belzec death camp. These deportations ended
on April 14,1942 with the destruction of the
Jewish community of Lublin and their deaths in
Belzec. With the perishing of the community,
the sounds of praying and crying ceased and the
synagogue was desolated.
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His Major Works

Yam Shel Shelomo (Sea of Solomon) —
commentary on the Talmud

Chochmat Shelomo (Wisdom of Solomon)
— glosses on the Talmud text with brief
commentary

Maharshal wrote glosses on the early Venice
printing of the Talmud. He compared this text
of the Talmud and the commentaries of Rashi
and the Tosafists with older extant manuscript
versions. Many of his notes were incorporated
in the text of subsequent printed editions of the
Talmud.

Responsa (She’elot uTeshuvot)

In addition to their halachic significance, these
Responsa are a prime source for Information
regarding the social and cultural milieu of
the Jewish communities of Greater Poland
and Lithuania in the 16" century — the period
of its greatest brilliance — and of the status of
the rabbinate at that time and its high ethical
standards.

D"17M1 7"w1in N013i 11 TNV 11 D17 ]ITJ‘T nniy
In this place stood the Maharshal and Maharam
Synagogues from 1567 which were destroyed by
the Germans in 1942

Rabbi Nachman Shemen wrote concerning the
Maharshal: “The Yeshiva of Lublin under the
leadership of the Maharshal gained a world-wide
reputation for its high quality. The Maharshal
and the Rama (Isserles) were the two leading
rabbis of the sixteenth century whose impact on
the Jewish community has endured to our own
times.”

Sources

Mordechai Margolioth, Entzyklopedia
leToledot Gedolei Yisrael, s.v. Luria,
Shelomo
haEntzyklopedia halvrit,
Shelomo

Entzyklopedia shel Galuyot, Volume 5,
Lublin
Encyclopedia
Solomon

s.v. Luria,

Judaica, s.v. Luria,

Translated to English by
Rabbi Albert Hollander
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Maharshal — Rabbi Shelomo (Solomon) ben Yechiel Luria
Maharshal = Morenu HaRav Shelomo Luria

A Rabbi, one of the leading interpreters of the Talmud and decisors of Jewish Law
during the past 500 years.

A member of a family with distinguished
lineage, he was born in Brest-Litovsk circa
1510 and died in 1573. He was the Rabbi of
Lublin and the surrounding area and the head of
its Rabbinical Academy.

Maharshal was a rarely encountered ideal
prototype of the Polish rabbinate of his time. He
possessed a strong and independent personality,
prolific creative ability and a highly developed
critical sense. In his legal works, he renders his
decisions with authority, unafraid to challenge
the rulings of other sages.

In 1555, Maharshal was called to Lublin to
serve as the Head of the Yeshiva which had been
founded by Rabbi Jacob Pollack and whose
students included such scholars as Rabbi Shalom
Schachne and his son, Rabbi Israel Schachne.
Their mode of study was Pilpul- a search for
distinctions among Talmudic principles and
texts which could result in conclusions with
little bearing on the actual meaning of the text.

Maharshal opposed this approach and
established a new Yeshiva of his own. His
exegetical method was logical and clear, based
on well-grounded proofs.

What were the intellectual underpinnings of
the Maharshal’s halachic rulings?

His judicial point of departure was that the
Talmud is the sole source for determining

authentic Halacha. Therefore, no rabbis, when
asked to pronounce judgment regarding an
issue or a dispute, regardless of erudition and
brilliance, possess the authority to issue rulings
that contravene the explications and conclusions
of the Talmud.

Confident in his system, strong-willed in his
opinions, he did not yield to the authority
of others — regardless of reputation. He did
not hesitate to offer daring critiques of major
rabbinic scholars, e.g. Maimonides, Rabbi
Joseph Karo (author of the Shulchan Aruch) and
Rabbi Moses Isserles, (author of notes on the
Shulchan Aruch reflecting Ashkenazi practice),
who was his brother-in-law, close friend and
confidant.

An example of an independent, critical
ruling of Maharshal: Wearing a kipah is not
obligatory

Rabbi Karo, had ruled that a Jewish male
should always wear a head covering.

Luria, on the other hand ruled that wearing a
kipah is not obligatory since there is no clear
mandate for it in Biblical or Talmudic sources.
(See Responsum 72 in Machon Yerushalayim
edition.)
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Mayor of Lublin Adam Wasilewski, his deputy Wlodzimierz Wysocki and chairman of
Lublin organization Joseph Dakar commemorating victims of air disaster: President Kaczynski,
crew and passengers.
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Joseph Dakar

Chairman’s comments

Report on the Past Year’s Activities

The Lubliner Organization is one of a number
of like organizations connected to Jewish
Communities in Pre-War Poland. We use
for such an organization the German word
Landsmanshaft. This phenomenon of connecting
the memorial activities to specific town or
townships is unique to Polish descendants.

The basis of our Landsmanshaft is a list of
descendants of 1Ist, 2nd and 3rd generation.

We have in our lists details of about 750
descendants residing in Israel.

We have more than hundred names of Lubliner's
living outside of Israel, out of 750 names, I
would estimate, that about 300 are active in one
way or another. However we send Kol Lublin
for everybody who is on the list despite of
considerable costs.

I believe that if someone is on the list, he can
always change his mind and become active, as
it happens quite often.

People who are outside the list are basically lost
for purposes of future engagement.

The main objects of our activities are the
commemoration of the holocaust in Lublin and
the preservation of the rich Jewish culture that

had existed in Lublin for 500 years.

The main focus of our activities are, first
of all the issue of Kol Lublin undoubtedly
the best publication compared to any other
Landsmanshaft.

In addition, we have annually 2 gatherings. At
the end of each November a general meeting
and on Holocaust day, this is usually around
the middle of April, a memorial near the
Lubliner memorial stone at the Nachlat Izchak
cemetery.

Being a member of the organization does
not entail any obligatory payment and we
fund our activities solely through voluntary
contributions.

Another aspect of our activities is the cultural
cooperation with the City of Lublin, regardless
of what people think of the attitude of the Polish
population towards the Jews during the war; it
is a fact of life that nowadays the people most
interested in the cultural heritage of the Polish
Jews are the poles.

Any one who is interested I the presentation of
the cultural heritage of the Polish Jews should
cooperate with similar Polish bodies interested
in the same subject.

107



KOL
VOICE OF ANNUAL OF LUBLINERS IN
ISRAEL AND DIASPORA

“LUBLINER SHTIME” ® www.lublin.org.il ® TEL-AVIV ® NOVEMBER 2010 ® No. 46

= o

CHRHENKFR

1171N1 1TANY 7"WANN N0 11"l 7V TANA N1'OWn
WXI-1T 1IN W11 MDD iIn
1919 {7171 T Nj7 :01wM

One of the Treasures of the Maharshal Synagogue Lost in the Destruction
The Menorah with a crowned double-headed eagle
Drawing by Karl Richard Henker 1919
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