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Rachel in Budapest in1945, age 16, with her future
husband, David Wienshelbaum.
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Pinchas among the children of the orphanage
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D10 oY iinayn oy

SzyJa Rozenberg 10 [Hersz
20 | Jakow Goldfarb 11 |Ela
21 |Hersz Cukier 12 | Izrael
22 | Mendel | Goldberg 13 | Pinchas
23 | Majlech | Habler 14 | Izajasz
15 | Jerzyk
24 |Rachela |Frank 16 | Eliasz
25 | Guta Topel 17 | Biumek
(Unka) 18 | Mendel

Broner Stasz Gujski
Cukier 2 |Lejb Frost
Komorowski 3 |Motek |Liwer

Zajac 4 | Chaskiel | Rajber
Perelman 5 |Lonek |Lerner
Derabinski 6 |Janek Kuperblum
Szackamer 7 |Majer |Rozenbaum
Fajnszmit 8 |[Icek Ruchlajmer
Elbaum 9 |[Motek |Zielazo
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Radosne Przedszkole

Trachterowien
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The water tower in Bernardinska Plaza
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A view of the water
tower from Krakowsie
Przedmiescie
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A model of the old water tower in the
center of a fountain

D1 TN7 1010 N'NXA 7Y D17 |11
YNNil 11 707101 '
Henio, at age 5, was one of the
children in kindergarden of the
Trachter sisters.
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With his friends crowding around, Henio celebrates his birthday, as a king for a day
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Moshe Handelsman and his granddaughter at the Lubliner Annual Gathering in 2010
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Our Uncle Menashe Naidin, our mother’s
youngest brother
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Toba’le Mendelson — neé Goldbaum
Daughter of Srul and Zysla

[28.9.1918 in Lublin - 27.2.2011 in Melbourne, Australia]

Tobale [also known as Marysia, the name on her Aryan papers] was a survivor, in every sense of the word.
After her family was deported from the Lublin Ghetto in March, 1942, she traveled to Warsaw, disguised as
a Polish peasant girl. A combination of wits, lucky coincidences and unexpected help along the way, brought
her to the wealthy Polish family who employed her as a nanny until the end of WW2 in 1945.

She first met Leon in Lublin in 1944, when she came back there in the hope of finding her parents and sister.
Their life together, which took them from Poland to Israel and finally to Australia, was mainly characterized
by hard work and the determination to provide
us, their children, with every opportunity to
realize our potential, especially academically

— the opportunity that neither one of our
parents ever had.

Everyone who ever met Tobale was struck by

her optimism and sense of fun, and especially
by her unfailing commitment to her family and
friends.

Sophie Frankenberg [neé Mendelson],
Jerusalem

1978 IO7TIN IX*71 1'711D
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The Bundt, by overcoming significant
economic challenges, was able to establish
S.K.LF (Sotsyalistisher Kinder-Farband), an
organization devoted children. Zukunft, the
Bundt’s youth movement, had large and active
branches.

The religious sector also trumpeted their youth
groups: Tzeirei Agudas Israel (Orthodox) and
Tzeirei Mizrachi (Zionist Orthodox). The
organizations Fraihar (Right Poelei Tzion
party) and Pionem (Communist party - despite
its being banned in Poland between 1918 and
1939) also existed.

In Lublin, as elsewhere, sports attracted many
young people. Although athletic skills, running,
boxing, swimming and even fencing had their
followers, it was ping pong that had many
addicted fans and great players.. Lublin often
won top the prizes. There were four large clubs;
Maccabi (the only non partisan club), HaPoel
(Right Poalei Tzion party), Gviazda (Left
Poalei Tzion party) and Morgenstern (Bund
party). Other small clubs such as Issaskhar and
Gibor also existed. They were known as the “Di
Vilde” (the wild ones) primarily because they
played their matches on the Sabbath.

Conclusion

The interwar years were an extraordinary
era for Jewish youth. As individuals and as a
generation, they rose to the challenges of the
times with strength and vitality. They dreamed
of great possibilities for the future of the Jewish
people. Their gift to us is that they led us in the
first steps along that path.
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“The shomer is the pioneer of the renaissance of his people,
his language, and his homeland.” Hebrew poster. Poland. (The
Ghetto Fighters’ Museum/Israel)
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Despite the differing ideologies, there existed a
common fundamental belief. The Jews were no
longer willing to sacrifice their “Jewishness” in
order to survive. They would pursue a variety of
means to extricate themselves from the existing
situations, but they would do so proudly as
Jews. As Celia Heller states in her book, ‘The
Edge of Darkness’.

“...the younger generation struggled under
different banners, against formidable odds, to
reach goals with common denominators. They
strove to find a new Jewish identity, to fill the
voids of collapsed fate, to free themselves from
the inferior caste status that their native land
assigned to them, and to change the political and
economic conditions that oppressed them”.

The Youth Movements

The youth movements were central to the life
of the younger generation. This clearly comes
across in an autobiography of a young high
school student describing her early days in
HaShomer HaTzair;

“The organization which I joined early, as
well as school, had a decisive effect on my
life. The older members succeeded in binding
us to the organization that it became precious
to us. There was not a day when I did not
spend a few hours there. Our guides organized
lectures and discussions on varied subjects
and instilled a way of independent thinking
and healthy criticism.” (YIVO - number 3735
- Autobiographies written and collected during
the late 1930’s.)

In Lublin the cross-over and exchange of
ideas was commonplace. This was especially
apparent when cultural events organized by
one group were attended by members of other
organizations. The groups also focused on

creating leaders (which ultimately proved to be
so important during the Shoah). Ironically, the
characteristics of critical thinking and seeking
political solutions to problems contributed
to the frequent shifting of members from one
group to another.

The full spectrum of political groups were
represented in Lublin; Bundists, Revisionists,
Folkists, Workers, Communists, Religious, and
the numerous Zionist groups - all with their
youthful supporters. It should be noted however
that in Lublin, the anti-Zionist parties tended to
have more influence than usual. (For details
relating to the tenets of each political / youth
movement entity, refer to the attached charts,
extracted from - YIVO EPCY Appendix 76t.)

In Lublin membership in Zionists organizations
(all groups combined) was far greater than in
any of the other groups. One of the two main
Zionist youth organizations was HaShomer
HaTzair (The Young Watchmen) (Labor Zionist
party) which was established in 1916, grew
significantly during the interwar years and
established a kibbutz training farm. HaNoar
HaTzioni (General Zionist party) was also
prominent with a large following. The broad
based HeChaluts HaTzsair movement prepared
youngsters for pioneer work In Palestine.
Jungbor, a children’s organization, was founded
in 1927 by the Left Poalei Tzion, and directed
its efforts toward education and scouting.

The Revisionist movement became active in
Lublin in 1925 with Beitar. Its youth movement
was established shortly thereafter, in 1926.
By 1934 the movement had expanded to 50
branches. Beitar had an extensive program
which included a theater, literature related
acrivities, and a brass band. It also organized
summer camps where the youth learned about
Aliyah.
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role that had fulfilled many aspects of life for
the young person of the time. This also differed
from the past where the young people had been
more focused on their individual goals and
aspirations.

Regardless of which youth movement or group
was joined or which tactics or activities they
practiced, they all held a belief that were going
to change the world and especially, to make
it better for the Jewish people. Whichever
movement one had joined, it offered hope and
dignity, and moreover, that generation believed
that together, they could achieve their dreams.

For the young people of the time, the youth
movements offered hope and dignity. They
joined for many reasons, and there was often
flexibility in their choices. They joined where
they had friends, felt welcomed, or even found
love. The movements served all classes and
often became a common denominator that
broke the traditional separations of society.

In the movements, the youth were exposed to
an array of new activities that no other youth
had had before them. The youth were adamant
about self-governance of their organizations.
The groups were involved with a wide range
of activities; community service and social
work; labor advocacy, such as improving
salaries; education; language studies (Hebrew
or Yiddish), self-defense; celebrations (secular
and traditional); and preparation for Aliyah.
Cultural activities included symphonies, choral
groups (Lublin was known for one of the
finest), dramas, parties and outings. Learning
skills, such as carpentry, animal husbandry
and farming, were also important aspects of
the movements. Physical activity, as in hiking
and nature, as well as learning a trade or skill
was no longer frowned upon. Physical labor
represented a reconnection to the land. The
movements offered solutions to some of the

deprivations as well. For example, for many
who could not afford books, most movements
established libraries and discussion groups.
Whatever the interest or objective, there was
a movement to fulfill it. The groups varied in
their emphasis upon socialist ideals, culture and
politics, offering a smorgasbord of choices to
the young.

Girls and women were considered equal
members, although in the younger groups
boys and girls remained separate. Even in the
religious Mizrachi organization, Bene Akiva,
sometimes had activities for both sexes.

Traditional relationships were significantly
affected as a result of the existence of the youth
movements. The changes also brought about
opportunities where young men and women
could meet without the traditional supervision
of their parents. Mixed girl and boy hikes,
discussion groups, and camping highlighted the
generational differences.

The Jews no longer formed a homogeneous
society. The choices available to the youth were
vastly different from those of their parents.
With such an array of ideologies, it was not
unusual for siblings to each belong to a different
movement. One can only imagine the debates
that occurred around many a family’s dinner
table.

Parents and the traditional religious leadership
were able to offer very little guidance. The
youth took risks, especially political ones
that the elders of the community could not.
Landing in jail was not a remote possibility. In
a reversal of the traditional community values
and leadership, one can see that it was the
youth that infused new energy into the Jewish
communities. They were considered the ‘only
source of light in the midst of darkness’.
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Poland was intended to limit the number of
Jews in the professions. Anti-Jewish militancy
and violence escalated throughout the schools
of higher learning. Students held anti-semitic
demonstrations in Lublin which also caused
damage to the windows of Jewish businesses
and homes.

“Jewless days” and then ”Jewless weeks” were
established in the universities. The militants
eventually even succeeded in convincing the
administrations to institute “seating ghettos”.
As a result of this acquiescence, the violence
increased with the aim of eliminating all
Jews from the institutions of higher learning.
In Lublin, anti-semitic demonstrations were
supported by the Rector of the university. Anti-
semitic hooligans felt free to enter classrooms
and laboratories and physically remove Jewish
students. Paradoxically, some Jewish students
were punished by the school administrations for
refusing to sitin the ‘special seats’. Small groups
of teachers (both conservative and liberals)
who opposed the “seating ghettos” were also
attacked by the militants, demonstrating the
tenor of the time. As their recourse, university
administrators periodically closed their doors
in hopes that a few days of cooling-off would
ease the violence. This was the extent of their
actions.

Rather than retreat from the hardships, the
Jewish youth immersed themselves in working
toward solutions that fulfilled their national and
cultural aspirations.

Solutions - Proudly Jewish

The issues and conflicts faced by the Jews
were not limited to Poland. These were global
upheavals which affected Jews worldwide. The
social currents that had emerged in the west and
the east gathered momentum amongst the Jews

of Poland in a way that fostered direct social
action. The ideologies that developed covered
the spectrum; from national autonomy to
assimilation, from secularism to traditionalism,
from socialism and communism to bourgeois,
and from accommodation to defense. The
young people were an essential element in the
practical application of these ideologies.

And willing they were. For the young Jews of
Poland, all of this turmoil, coupled with the
explosion of ideologies, opened up an entire
new world of opportunities. The youth were
exposed to a diversity of new ideas that for them
translated into new options in life. They took
the world’s changes and adopted them for their
own. The young people reflected and magnified
the social ideals of the time. They were idealists
who dreamed of great possibilities and they
believed that they were empowered to carry out
those dreams. They were doers who wanted to
change the world, to make a difference.

There are three important aspects to their
youthful aspirations and efforts.

The traditional options that had been available
for the young Jewish person who was entering
adulthood scarcely existed. He was no longer
assured of the possibility of pursuing a trade,
apprenticing with a Master, or entering the
business of his parents. It was even rare for a
newly wed couple to have an adequate enough
dowry to open a little store, something that
had previously been a custom. And of course,
Aliyah became more of a hope than a ready
possibility.

The “movement” became all important. The
young people shared a mission and developed
strong attachments. They operated as a group
and sought the success of the group. Each
movement encompassed an entire vital world
of change which replaced the traditional family
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that the Poles considered the Jews a “special
case”, and this distinction could then be used
to penalize them. At the heart of the matter was
Jewish cultural viability and survival.

Practically speaking, the impact of the Treaty
contained several negative consequences with
severe economic impacts; it eliminated state
funding for Jewish institutions, including
schools (other than primary level); effectively
eliminated the use of Yiddish in schools
(although this was not enforced), and failed to
address the issue of Jewish businesses operating
on Sundays.

What was most likely a critical question in the
minds of the Jews was whether or not the Poles,
as a nation, actually believed in the Treaty and,
in particular, how this “new” nation was going
to behave, vis-a-vis the Jews. This question was
quickly answered.

It became evident that most of the Polish
political parties were hostile or ambivalent
toward the large Jewish population. This
was reflected in the extensive discriminatory
legislation that was passed, much of it
economic. The Poles nationalized key parts of
the economy and then failed to give contracts
to Jewish companies. The manufacture and
sale of tobacco products was nationalized and
Jewish workers were fired at the same time.
Jewish workers were fired from governmental
functions, such as the postal service and public
transportation. Discrimination against Jews in
the trades and crafts ensued.

A bill was put forward by the new government
to ban the kosher slaughter of meat. In the
morning of a market day in Lublin in 1919,
Polish army recruits began to attack Jews on the
street and damage Jewish shops. Jewish youth
organized a self-defense and began to drive
back the rioters. However, in the afternoon,

on Lubartowska Street, gangs of butchers with
their knives and iron bars began a pogrom that
continued until the evening.

The economic situation was dire following
WWI. Poland had been reconfigured from
territories that had belonged to three different
empires. It had lost its former markets and the
spiraling rates of inflation devastated the Jewish
retail sector. During subsequent years, the
economy of Lublin continued its decline. By
1933 the number of unemployed in Lublin had
reached 12,000 people, a number that was larger
than the number of people who were employed.
Demonstrations and strikes also continued
to have serious affects on the community.
Notably, during this time Lublin also did not
have any natural increase in population. By the
mid 1930’s the large Jewish middleclass was
becoming poverty stricken.

After the death of Jozef Pilsudski in 1935,
boycotts against Jews shops and businesses
increased in Lublin, as throughout Poland.
The anti-semitic organizations posted their
members outside of shops to prevent non-Jewish
customers from entering. Local non-Jews
began to set up local cooperatives “For Poles
Only” in various trades. The local paper, “Glos
Lubelski”, (Voice of Lublin) was the banner for
anti-semitism and incitement. These were all
part of the attempt to drive the Jews out of the
Polish economy. The government condoned the
boycotts as long as they were peaceful.

Beginning in 1921 and until the breakout of
WWII, informal quotas were instituted for
Jews at Universities (considered autonomous
organizations). In 1925 the All-Polish
Conference of Students adopted a resolution
requesting the government to establish official
quotas for Jews at all places of higher learning.
Another resolution demanding that diplomas
received from abroad not be recognized in
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Esther Mandelay

Youth Movements in Lublin and the Interwar Years

As Ben Gurion asked in his 1933 visit to Poland:
“Where does this come from?

These numerous young people so blessed with enthusiasm.’

He was referring to the vibrancy and dedication
of the young people in the Jewish youth
movements in Poland who dreamed of great
possibilities and believed that they were
empowered to make them happen.

These young people existed in an era of
increasing anti-semitism and hostility, and
where the economic situation was becoming
dire and opportunities decreasing. It was a world
of tumult where violence was never far off.

For the Jews it was also a world exploding with
differing ideologies. This was a reaction to the
historic episodes that had occurred in the west
and the east from the late 19th Century to the
signing of the Minorities’ Treaty by Poland at
the conclusion of WWI. The affects of these
events caused the Jews of Poland to reconsider
attempts at assimilation and acculturation, and
it was the youth who were energized to engage.
The youth chose the high road. They became
a constructive force and translated the vast
diversity of new ideas into new opportunities.
They took the world’s changes and molded
them for their own.

The Polish Minorities Treaty, Subsequent
Legislation and the Interwar Period

The interwar years saw a Europe in crises.
Social and political upheavals occurred in both
the west and the east. Economic deterioration,

b

rampant poverty, the spread of nationalism and
fascism, all contributed to an era that was in
turmoil and extremely politicized, especially in
Poland

The Polish Minorities Treaty is important to
the discussion of youth movements because
the implementation, or non-implementation,
together with the Polish population’s negative
reaction toward the Treaty significantly
impacted the life and opportunities for Poland’s
Jewish youth.

At the end of WWI (1918) as part of the Treaty
of Versailles Poland was required to enact the
“Polish Minorities Treaty” (Article 93). At the
time, Jews were one of the four major minorities
that made up about 40% of the population of
the newly configured Poland (the others were:
Ukrainians-southeast, Belorussians-northeast,
and about 1 million Germans-west). At the
same time, Poland’s new constitution promised
the Jews equal citizenship and basic liberties.

The Treaty required religious tolerance, and the
protection of peoples’ cultures, their languages,
and their lifestyles. However, Articles 10 and
11 of the Minorities Treaty singled out Jews
from all of the other minorities. It categorized
Jews as “Polish nationals who belong to
racial, religious or linguistic minorities”, thus
depriving the Jewish population of rights as a
politically autonomous group. It was then clear
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She put many efforts in training courses
and studying bible and Hebrew at Bar-Ilan
University in order to receive a teaching degree
at a Hebrew school.

During her university years, she began working
at "WIZO" school in Rehovot. The school
principal, Jackov Tzuk, remembered her from
their joint work at the Korchak's orphanage.
Later, she taught at "Makim", an institution for
children with mental retardation in Ramla.
Mina sent her son Shlomo, at the age of 12, to
school at kibbutz Kfar Menachem. His sister,
Rachel who was 9 years old remained at her
parent's home.

Two years later, a terrible accident occurred.
Seven children from Kfar Menachem perished
as they stepped out of truck near Michmoret.
Among the seven victims was Shlomo Kaplan.

Unfortunately, Mina's life was also tragically
and brutally cut short. In October 1972, at the
age of 58, after a visit to her aunt in Netanya,
she was run over by a car while crossing the
road. Her sister Hadassah was with her and
witnessed the terrible disaster.

Mina's daughter, Rachel, continues her mother's
educational path as a teacher of biology and as
a school principal in Rehovot.

Judith Maier

MY UNCLE BERELE

My uncle Berele was my mother Malka
Akerman’s, youngest brother of six children.

I only know a few details about you, my little
uncle. You were born in 1933. When you
were a little boy you fell from the kitchen
table. You were operated upon in a hospital
in Lublin. A bone in your back was removed
and replaced with a Platinum part. Your mother
(my grandmother) Judith (Ides) and your eldest
sister (my mother) did not move from your bed
and watched over you in the hospital until you
recovered.

I wanted to know more about you, but I did not
dare to ask my mother in order not to hurt her. I
know that you were loved by the whole family
as the youngest could be loved.

When you were 9 years old, on the 17" of March
1943, one week before Passover, you, together
with your parents Judith and Hirsh Akerman,
two sisters Shprinca and Necha, brother Wolf,
aunts, uncles and many cousins, were murdered
in the notorious extermination camp in Belzec.
Had you not been killed so brutally, you would
today be 78 years old, in your golden age.

I was deprived of an uncle — you, deprived of
your life.

I do not know whether you went to school;
since the war started in 1939 when you were six
years old. And, if so, how did you do in school?
What aspirations did you have? Did you like
sport, like your eldest sister Malka? Did you
like books as she did? Did you like to sing? Did
you have friends in the Lublin Ghetto? What
hopes did your parents and family have for your
future?

Today my grandchildren are older than you
were then.

I look at your picture and see a sweet boy with
naughty eyes posing for a photo with his father
(my grandfather) and his sister (my mother). I
think that my eight-year-old grandson, Michael,
resembles you a little.

My mother managed to find this picture and get
it back from one of the Polish neighbors after
the war.

Instead of a grandmother, a grandfather, uncles,
aunts and family, I have this picture.

To me you are Berele, my uncle, a little boy
from Lublin that did not live to grow up.

August 2011
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December 14th:

Two big girls arrived today, Zina and Bewa. They
are sisters, both very bold. They played very nicely
with the other children. While the others were
bathing, Zina messed up their cupboards and ate the
sweets which were intended for Szepsel and the Alt
brothers.

December 15th:

Today we played with Dorotka. Dorotka stood in
the centre of the circle — she was very happy. The
children recalled — because they clearly remember -
that in the past when we played this game, she would
sit in the centre on her little chair. She couldn’t walk
yet. Now she plays like other children, and walks
around the circle together with the others. You are

right Marysia; soon she will be performing together
with the rest of us.

December 24th:

Not all the children have separate beds. And not
all the children have two pillows. Romek has a big
pillow. Ela sleeps with Wera, and they have a small
pillow. Romek gave them his pillow, because they
sleep together, and he has his big bed all to himself.
He did this on his own, and this really moved me.

Translated by:
Sophie Frankenberg [nee Mendelson]

- Granddaughter of Srul Goldbaum and Chaja
Zysla [nee Frydman] of Lublin

Ita Fishberg-Halberstadt
Mina Kaplan-Halberstadt

My Aunt Mina, born in Lublin in 1914, was
a daughter of Shlomo and Rachel (Rozelia)
Halberstadt. Her family, being religious,
supported Agudath Israel, the orthodox political
party of the time.

Her father, Rabbi Shlomo Halberstadt was
active in public affairs in Lublin, for many years
serving as president of the Jewish community, as
well as the head of "Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva".
Within his community, Rabbi Shlomo was
known as a pursuer of justice, who was active
in various organizations and was always ready
to offer advice and render assistance to any
person in need.

Before the war, Mina studied history, geography
and psychology at the University of Warsaw and
worked for a while at the orphanage of Janush
Korchak.

Mina survived the war together with her younger
sister, Hadassah.

For the two young women these years were
filled with suffering and misery. The painful
journey began with the ghetto in Lublin and
ended in Auschwitz.

Tragedy also struck the other members of her
family. Her sisters, Esther and Perla-Paula,

were killed and her father, Shlomo, was sent to
Belzec extermination camp with other members
of the Judenrat.

After the end of the war, Mina and Hadassah
worked as caregivers at the newly established
Jewish children’s home in Lublin. The children
that were gathered in this home had barely
survived the war. They were homeless and
most of them were orphans who had undergone
years of starvation and suffering.

Mina married Tzvi (Grisha) Kaplan (from
Lublin, born in 1904), who had lost his first wife
and son in the war. The couple began a family
in "Silesia" (a Polish province) and had two
children, Shlomo and Rachel. Mina continued
to be involved in education and teaching. Tzvi
became a manager of a textile factory.

In 1958, the family emigrated from Poland to
Israel and settled in Beer-Sheva. Three months
later they moved to Rehovot. Adjusting to a
new life, yet again, was fraught with difficulties.
The new language and culture put strains on the
family's life, but Mina did not give up.
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room of the youngest group. The little ones sleep in
a separate room. The school aged children have the
second room, and the boys sleep in the third room.
Lodzia undresses the youngest children and puts
them to bed and folds their clothes neatly. She does
it calmly and lovingly. She was given a prize for her
exemplary behaviour.

November 7th:

Dorotka is walking. She wants to tell everyone, but
still can’t. So she shows everyone her feet and calls
out “O”. She crosses her legs, but is able to walk,
despite the doctors’ predictions. My children are
very happy. Each of them gave her something on
her very happy day.

November 15th:

Starting today, each child will have his own
‘cupboard’. The children very happily looked at
these — “my cupboard”, “can I put everything in
it?”, “won’t anyone take anything out?”, “will Mila
throw everything out?” They were busy all day
arranging their own private little corner. Lodzia
put her mirror and comb, her doll and many other
trinkets there. Lena put some photos and postcards
on her shelf. Benio put notebooks. “I don’t have
anything” said Romek. “Me too” called Dorotka.
I gave the children picture postcards and coloured
paper to decorate their cupboards. They did it
very enthusiastically. Dorotka spent the whole day
“living” in her cupboard.

November:

Sulamitka arrived today. She will not be sleeping
here, but will only be coming to play. We now have
two girls named Sulamitka. Romek prefers the new
Sulamitka. He says that she is prettier.

November 27th:

The children received new nightgowns today
- real nightgowns, long and warm. Particularly
proud were the older girls. Lena kept going to the
bathroom, parading up and down the corridor in her
nightgown.

I have a nightgown ‘too’ cried little Lodziunia. She
wanted to jump up and down, but couldn’t, and fell,
because it was too long.

November:

We now have a group leader, a sanitary committee
and a justice committee. Lena is the judge, and
Lodzia the group-leader. We had an election. Lodzia
and Lena received the majority of the votes. Sabulka
voted and so did Dorotka.

November 30th:

It was Gienia’s birthday today. The children gave
her souvenirs and wished her happy birthday —
Romek’s wishes were that she would always wear
beads and brooches, and that she would always be
well. It was cheerful in our group today. Gienia’s
mother brought sweets and cakes. We all sang and
danced.

December 7th:

Mila cried for the first time today. Due to the
‘disinfection’, the little ones slept in the room of
the older group. Straight after supper, the older girls
came to take the little ones to their room. Szepsel,
Romek and Lolek were taken by the older boys. The
girls argued over Dorotka and Sabulka. Only Mila
was left — nobody wanted to take him. Mila never
cries, not even when he gets hit, or has toys taken
from him. Today Mila cried for the first time.

December 11th:

Everyone calls little Lodziunia a ‘cry-baby’. Every
little thing makes her cry. She cries if Gienia touches
her, she cries if she is the last one to get a bowl of
soup, she cries if you look at her. Lodziunia often
feels offended and refuses to eat. When this happens,
nothing helps. Not pleading, or toys, or anything.
You can scream at her, but she will not eat. Lately,
I have adopted a new strategy — to ignore her. Best
method.

December 13th:

Mila’s behaviour is becoming worse. Nothing seems
to work. I thought that he would be calmer today.
The Principal gave him two candies, supposedly, so
that he would behave better than the other children.
The others were given only one each. Mila ate his
two candies, but his behaviour was worse than usual.
He spat at the children, hit them and kicked them.
Mila should definitely be sent away.
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day of school: “Put away the dolls and the teddy
bears, I am going to school today”.

Lena is the most concerned about school. Gienia
is simply happy. Her sisters Ryfka and Nina, and
her cousin Lena are going to school too. Lodzia is
absolutely calm about it, as usual, with no special
expressions of joy. She simply “became a pupil”.
Marysia Lis has already forgotten her coat at school
once, and one day, another girl from school brought
her schoolbag back to the Home.

Marysia Lis often forgets things. I think that learning
to read and write will be difficult for her. All the
children are happy to go to school — only Szepsel
doesn’t care either way.

September:

The little ones are jealous that the older ones are
going to school. “When will I go?”” asks Lodziunia;
“and when will I?” — asks Andzia, “and I” cries
Dorotka.

Romek is happy when he accompanies the children
to school. Sula, Romek and Marysia feel really
offended. Not so Dorotka, Sabulka, Lodziunia and
Andzia. Sula calls them “the pant losers”. Sula has
suddenly become very grown up. The same happened
with Romek and Marysia. They feel committed to
their group — ‘their’ group of kindergarten-aged
children.

September:

All the children admire Marysia Lis, who has
changed a lot. She has become very helpful and treats
the others very well. Before each meal, she puts
bibs on Sabulka, Dorotka and Mila. She jokes and
laughs with the little ones. She often puts Dorotka
to bed. She lovingly folds the little ones’ clothes in
the evening, and fixes their blankets. She doesn’t
argue with anyone anymore, only sometimes in jest.
Marysia Lis has become better and prettier.

October:

Sula is a real child, however she is very sweet.
She evoked many smiles yesterday, during the
performance at Waldenburg.

Beads are very important to the children. They
fight over beads, and they become friends because
of the beads. Beads are the means of gaining great
affection from the children. Sula likes to dress up

wearing beads. In the middle of the performance,
she threw herself on the beads like a cat pouncing
on a mouse. Other children followed her lead, and
began to gather the beads. So “The Little Soldiers”
was a great success, and made a great impact.

October:

Romek thinks. He often asks me questions which he
answers himself.

Romek knows a great deal. He knows that the water
runs from our toilet, and comes back to it through
underground pipes. He knows that a horse gives birth
to a horse, and a human being to a human being. But
he doesn’t know who gave birth to the oldest horse
and the ‘oldest’ person, and where they are, and this
is what he asks about all the time. Romek is very
clever.

October:

The children like to go for walks. Sabulka is happy
and proud when I take her. She walks confidently,
and walking doesn’t tire her as much as before. She
talks a lot. She talks to herself, to her doll and to the
pram. She has a rich vocabulary.

October:

Mila is back. He was brought to us by his mother.
The same Mila, who used to fight with the children,
and was sent away from the orphanage. The children
greeted him very coldly. They still remember him
from Lublin. He is still behaving like in the past
— takes toys away from the children, doesn’t let
them sleep, messes up the beds, ruins the children’s
notebooks. Has to be given a clean apron every day,
but by the next it is dirty and torn.

October:

The children received trousers. Every day Sabulka
would ask the dressmaker when she would receive
her trousers. Each of the children put a pin on their
trousers, to mark that these are ‘their’ trousers.

The children keep passionately doing up and undoing
their braces. Little Lodzunia finds it difficult, so
the others help her. Romek has learnt to put on his
trousers by himself.

November:
The best monitor is Lodzia. She is monitor in the
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unmanageable.

They are children, after all. Am I demanding too
much of them? They had suffered for so long,
had gone hungry for so long. For a long time they
had been too frightened to speak out loud, so that
a German wouldn’t hear that a child was there, a
Jewish child, whose accent might expose it.

And during an inspection, how many hours did a
child have to lie in a cupboard, or in a barn, or even
inside a sofa-bed, under the dirty laundry? [as we
were told by one of the children]. Let them shout
now, let them sing. I try to make them sing as much
as possible, and my children love to sing and play,
they learn so quickly. Even our little one, Dorotka,
who can neither speak or walk yet, participates in
the games. I have taught the children to sing a song
about Dorotka, and I take her into the circle with her
little chair.

These children are so sincere, happy that Dorotka
is also playing. It is heartwarming to watch them
taking care of her — heartwarming to watch Gienia
tying Romek’s shoelaces, or Fela dressing little
Sabulka. Lena is really unlike herself, so well
fulfilling the role of the hygienist. So obliging, she
washes the younger children, and invites them to
put their clothes on her chair — previously she had
to have a chair all to herself.

They are improving from one day to the next. No,
there are no ‘bad’ children. I have observed that
good conditions work wonders, and make the ugliest
children beautiful. My children are improving day
by day. Each individual is living the life of the
group, so much so that it is difficult to characterize
each of hem individually. I can not imagine Dorotka
without Sabulka, Sabulka without Fela, Nina without
Romek, or Romek without Jurek, etc. etc.

15.8.1945 — Peterwaldau

The children are still tired from the trip. Too many
impressions. Sula and Romek are still unconscious.
Romek keeps asking whether this is a real apartment,
because the train was also like an apartment. There
were benches, windows, a floor and walls. Lodziunia
kept asking [while the train was moving], whether
we are really going somewhere, where the horse
was, and why we were traveling inside a room and
not outside.

The doctor examined Dorotka. She will never speak
or walk — she had been shot in the leg.

20.8.1945 — Peterswaldau

Zysiek Haber, Szepsel Grynfeld, Stach Grynfeld
and the Alts were assigned to be with us today. I
don’t recognize Zysiek. He has become loud and
self-confident. He has actually grown, and looks
better, but has become very naughty and impolite.
He has changed since his mother first arrived at the
Home.

Stach has improved in every sense. His behaviour
is now much calmer than it was when he was in my
group. Being separated from his sister has had a
positive influence.

Szeps Grynfeld is seven years old. Tall and well
built, he displays a slight mental deficiency. He is
not very resourceful, loses and damages things. He
needs help to get dressed. Doesn’t mind anything, if
he is wearing a cap.

The Alt children were in my group in the past. They
were then transferred to the boys’ group. I recall that
they used to cry a lot. Since then they have grown
a lot, matured and put on weight. The boys came
over to my group reluctantly — they have grown and
will be going to school soon, but were sent back to
be with the youngest children. Stach is the only one
who is pleased to be together with his sister again.

1.9

The children who are seven years old have been
enrolled for school. I will also go to school, me too
‘and me’ cries Dorotka. She has learnt this word,
and is very proud of this, and whether appropriate
or not, she calls out ‘and me’.

We will have notebooks, books and pencils. We
are big now. ‘But where will we eat?’” This is the
question continually asked by Lenka, the older
Lodzia, Marysia Lis and Gienia. They dream of
finally eating in the ‘big dining hall’.

September:

The girls received aprons with white collars — the
symbol that they are pupils — and they look after
them meticulously. They take them off as soon as
they come back from school. Each has her own
apron with her name on it. They keep repeating the
little chorus of the verse I taught them on the first
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pretended to sleep. Only Sabulka and Dorotka really
slept. Sabulka always sleeps a lot, and Dorotka
doesn’t sleep at night [she wakes at the slightest
sound], so she makes up for it during the day. The
others pretended to sleep, afraid that they wouldn’t
be allowed to go to the show.

Music! The children jumped out of bed — the military
parade — and quickly out the window to the balcony.
They are coming — look! There’s the Prime Minister,
there’s Hela, there’s Stasiek. All of the children are
on the balcony, pushing past each other. It’s the end
of the military parade. The children go back to their
beds, but can’t wait.

All are festively dressed, and the rehearsal for the
show went well. We are on our way. It’s a very long
way, but the children don’t complain. They walk
quickly to “Perec House”. They arrive, and other
children are there as guests. I regret to this day, that
people could torment children so. The speeches
went on until late. The children were hot. The best
performers, Lena and Fela vomited. “Home, I want
to go home”. I was really happy to see the children
in bed. They washed first and drank hot coffee. It
was the first time that they fell asleep so quickly.

24.7

Alt Lejzor and Benio from Hrubieszow

Two boys arrived today, Benio and Lejzor. Both
came from Russia. They have a sister here, and their
mother lives in Lublin, at 4 Ulica Czwartek.

Lejzor is eight years old and Benio is six. They are
both well built. Both had scabies. They have been
institutionalized for a long time now. They were
transferred to us from Ulica Wyszynskiego, where
there were only boys.

From the beginning, Lolek and Beniek fitted in well
with the other children. They feel very comfortable
amongst their peers. Neither of them speaks Polish
very well.

25.7

As usual on Wednesdays, I bathed the children
today, this time in the evening, rather than in the
morning. It would have been a pity to miss out on
the sunny day. The children ate their supper in bed.
Sula, Romek and Lodziunia like to bathe most.
Saba-zaba [RHYME: Saba-frog] usually makes
a face [complains], and so does Sabulka. Dorotka

cries and screams. The older children bathe almost
completely by themselves - Gienia and Lena entirely
on their own.

26.7

Normally, the children rest in their beds after dinner.
They don’t all sleep. Some play —making their
pillow into a table, or a shawl from the blanket.
Some pretend that the pillow is a stove, on which
they prepare all kinds of dishes. Some of the older
ones — Gienia, Lena and Fela sew dresses for their
dolls. Some of the children keep all their ‘treasures’
under their pillow: scraps of cloth, coloured papers,
cutouts, etc. I don’t take any of these away from
them. Let them own something. I am convinced that
the instinct of possession exists in people, just like
other instincts. I once tried to remove papers from
under Marysia Lis’s pillow. - this only made her
hide them inside the pillowcase.

Sula hid scraps of cloth in the mattress. Both the
paper and the scraps of material are clean. Let them
stay under the pillow, and let the children play with
them.

Not all the children sleep, but there has to be absolute
silence. And so there is, when I am in the room. Their
clothes are neatly folded on the chairs. At first, the
children would argue over the chairs — each wanted
his/her own chair. Now it’s the opposite, because
they know that when there are a few folded dresses
together, it looks better.

It is quiet in the room after dinner, even though the
children are not asleep. The silence is sometimes
disrupted by Sula’s or Dorotka’s voices. Zygmus
or Fela have taken Sula’s toy. Zygmus$ won’t give
back the ‘cacka’ [Zygmus’s terminology] and Sala
cries. Dorotka expresses all her desires, requests
and needs by crying.

The above-mentioned children are the youngest
group at our Home. I have described these children
on the basis of information received from their
acquaintances or former carers, and on the basis of
my months work with them.

In general, all the children are very pleasant,
and know how to behave. They can also be very
noisy. It depends on my mood. When I am less
tired, their shouts seem natural, and I join in with
their singing and shouting. When I am tired, their
shouting is unbearable, and they seem naughty and
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16.7

Zysiek Habler — six years old

Zysiek was transferred today from Wyszynskiego
Street to us. Zysiek was brought to the orphanage by
a farmer from the village “Katy”. He is an attractive,
well-built child. He has been at the children’s home
since July 10th. He fitted in with the group straight
away. He is playing with the other children.

17.7

There was great excitement for our children today.
Since early morning they have been very happy. The
Principal and Ewunia came out for a walk with us.
The children all put on identical little blue aprons.
The group looked lovely. The Principal bought the
children toys — butterflies and dwarfs. The children
walked to the park happily, each holding their toys
proudly. With the new toys and the new aprons, the
children really tried to keep the aprons clean. Not
one of the aprons was stained after today’s outing.
After we came back, they took off their aprons, and
put them away, with the older children helping the
younger ones. All the aprons are now neatly folded
in the cupboard.

Jurek’s aunt took him to her place today. I really feel
sorry for the boy. She took him, just as I had finally
managed to get him into the group. It is not the same
Jurek, who used to spend half his days on the stairs,
and the other half in the kitchen or somewhere else,
anywhere but with the group. Not the same Jurek
who would fall asleep and wake up in tears. The
new Jurek has looked after other children, making
sure that they behave, has played with Dorotka and
given her toys, and shared the sweets his aunt gave
him with D. and the other children.

Jurek was taken away. He didn’t want to go — he
cried. His aunt brought him a car, sweets and a drink.
It’s this drink — no matter how much you bring, it is
never enough. It is even better than ice-cream. I am
very sorry about Jurek — the children are too. They
have already forgotten the times when he used to hit
them and annoy them. He mostly scratched Sula,
and even Sula was sorry that he left. Such a sweet
boy, Jurek. I'm concerned, because I think that his
aunt didn’t take him home with her, but left him
with someone else to be looked after.

18.7

Nina turned 10. She was moved to the older group.
She is very pleased that she is now grown up, and
will be learning to read and write. However, she was
a little sad that she would have to leave Dorotka,
Sabulka and Fela. Fela cried, because she likes Nina
very much.

Dorotka and Sabulka were in the park with us today.
Sabulka played with all the children, but Dorotka
couldn’t sit still and kept asking to change places.
She kept disturbing the other children’s games and
threw sand at them.

20.7

We are two days away from the ‘show’. The children
are living in anticipation of this great joyful day. We
didn’t go out to the park, because it was raining,
so there were rehearsals, and more rehearsals.
They know almost everything, because they will be
singing songs they already knew, and the dances are
ones that they were familiar with before. I believe
that anything a young child says or shows is lovely,
and deserves to be admired. It is simple, sincere and
not learnt simply for show. Andzia is very proud that
she is appearing. She has already asked a number of
times “Me too?” She can’t believe that she could be
so lucky. Little Romek is very serious about his part
—when he sings about a kitten, he puts on the face of
a kitten. Lena knows all the words best of all. Sula
speaks the loudest. Gienia tells the children where
to stand, prompts them and keeps them in line. The
children already know why we are putting on the
show — Sunday is a great day - it will be a year since
we were liberated by the army. Since that day we
have been able to sing and dance and play again. On
this day, all people will thank their saviour. There
will also be a military parade.

22,7

Since early morning the children have been getting
ready for the show. They bathed, washed their hair
and cleaned their shoes. They were so excited that
they hardly had any breakfast. After breakfast, each
one was given clean underwear and their prettiest
clothes. Even Dorotka and Sabulka. The children
were very happy.

Dinner was very early, and after dinner the children
went for a nap. They all closed their eyes and
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invited me to see the wonders. Together they built
the house, and for dinner they even had stewed
fruit, which they had prepared in the kitchen. Today,
Sulamitka made beautiful mud-pies, decorated
with flowers. The pies became prettier and more
decorative. The other children followed, and also
began decorating their pies. “Mine is prettier”,
“What about mine?” When she came home, Sula
tidied up the toys in the cupboard, and Jurek didn’t
scream out “give me” even once today. He played
with the children all the time.

3.7

Lodzunia has become completely used to us. She
doesn’t cry and likes to play. She only cries after
visits from friends or relatives, when she bursts out
crying and wants her daddy. Our new Lodziunia
has a doll. She won’t be parted from her even for a
moment, and falls asleep with her. Sulamitka wakes
up early in the morning, when Lodzia is still asleep,
takes the doll from her bed, and plays with her until
Lodzia wakes up. Then she sneaks back up to her
bed, and quietly puts the doll back.

4.7

Dorotka is looking very well. She is already standing
up by herself, holding on a little because she is
afraid. Today she was afraid of the hairdresser, and
wouldn’t let him cut her hair. I asked him to take off
his white apron, and this calmed her down. I assume
that it reminded her of the doctor. Other children,
even Sabulka, had their hair cut. Their heads were
not clean. Now that there is less hair, I will be able to
get their heads really clean by applying kerosene.
Marysia Lis has scabs on her scalp. The doctor says
that it’s caused by her metabolic disorder.

8.7

Today, Dorotka pronounced the words “mother” and
“father”. The children are very happy that Dorotka
is learning to talk. Dorotka is scared — she is scared
of thunder, thinking that someone is shooting. She
often wakes up at night when she hears something.
It is then difficult to calm her down. Even sweets
don’t help. I take her into my bed — the child must
have suffered a severe trauma.

I can hardly recognize Dorotka. I remember the
first day she arrived — thin, ugly, in a black dress;

a small creature moving on the floor. The child is
unrecognizable!

She is beautiful now, with her full rosy body. I only
dress her in light-colored dresses. She is always
smiling and lively, showing her little teeth which are
really beautiful. Her vocabulary is increasing. She
can say ‘doll’ and ‘papa’. She is always moving — I
am waiting to see what happens when she learns to
walk. Dorotka is the joy of the whole place.

Sabcia pulled the ropes off the bed today, and made
a path for herself. She can now get in and out of bed
by herself.

Sztajner Romek, six years old from Bielsk

11.7

A new boy arrived today. His name is Romek and
he was born in Bielsk on 12.1.1939. His father was
killed in a village. His mother brought him to us
from Chelm. He is tall for his age, but thin. He cried
and refused to play when his mother left. Now he’s
fallen asleep, but I think that he will start calling for
her, when he wakes up.

12.7

Romek is already playing with the other children.
He lends his ‘rifle’ to Jurek, and Jurek lends him his
mould for the cakes. He speaks to Romek like to an
older boy. Romek already knows that mummy had
to go away, and that she will probably be back this
week, and he won’t cry if she comes later, because
he knows that she loves him, and just couldn’t
come. He just asks that the ‘lady’ won’t leave him,
because he is afraid to sleep. Romek is an intelligent
child, and understands everything. He and the other
children wrote a letter to his mother, asking her to
come back soon.

14.7

Marysia Lis is constantly ill. She is in quarantine. The
other children are not interested in her, and not one
has asked when she will be back. She used to annoy
the little ones, hitting and kicking them. When her
uncle would bring fruit or sweets, she never shared
with the others. Only one time when Dorotka was
crying, she agreed to give her a candy.
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She is a quiet, well-behaved child, who likes
cleanliness and order. She is compliant and very
friendly. I have never seen her cry. She is very
attached to her brother, who is also at the orphanage.
Her aunt looks after her, and often comes to visit.

Marysia Lotersztajn

Four or five years old, from Markuszow. Parents
were sent from Konska Wola to Treblinka. Her
mother left her with a peasant. The peasant took her
into the forest, where she was found by partisans,
who then took her into the village. The village people
looked after her until the arrival of the Soviets. For
two years she was moved from hut to hut, spending
8 days in each one.

Marysia is well built for her age. She suffers from
rhinitis. To differentiate her from the other Marysia,
the children call her ‘Marysia snotty nose’. She is
neglectful and untidy. Her shoelaces are usually
undone, and this doesn’t bother her at all. I think that
when her rhinitis improves [she is under constant
medical supervision] she will try harder to improve
her behaviour and hygiene.

M. has a ‘heart of gold’. She loves the headmistress
very much, and worries when she is ill. Wants to
take whatever she finds to “Mrs. Principal”

26.6.1945

Today we had a visit from an acquaintance of Stas
and Andzia. She had known their parents well.
The children were born in Opole. Their father died
several years ago, their mother disappeared without
a trace. Since the war broke out, the children had
been in the village with a peasant. That is where
they picked up their diction and mannerisms.

The children are gradually adjusting and beginning
to participate in the games. Andzia doesn’t cry
anymore, and is beginning to communicate with
the other children. I will not dress her again in the
clothes she came here in — the ‘long blue dress with
the black apron’.

Stas is happy to play with the older boys. He is
eight years old and tall for his age. I believe that he
will soon move to the older group, and that Andzia
will accept it and will not cry. He was placed in our
group to make it easier for his sister to adjust.

We have had many visitors to our orphanage. The
small children enjoy the special attention. They

show off their dresses, their aprons and even their
white beds. On the days the visitors come, usually
on Sundays, I dress them in their prettiest clothes.
The most welcome guest is the Chairman — he treats
the children very warmly and sincerely. The children
respond to him by swarming around him. Dorotka
gets out of bed and starts crying, to make him pick
her up. My children are in great need of tenderness
— they want to be hugged and kissed. It seems that
they don’t feel the absence of their mothers as much
as the lack of a caress to which they have every
right.

The only one who speaks about her mother is
Marysia Lotersztajn. “Mummy will buy me a ball;
mummy will make me a dress”. Everything is
‘mummy’. Every acquaintance who smiles at her
is ‘mummy’. For Marysia, ‘mother’ is a kind of
higher power, which can do all. According to her,
“Mummy can do anything and knows everything’.
Only Romek, Nina and Gienia have mummies. The
fact is, that real ‘mummies’ don’t show as much
affection for their children — especially Nina and
Genia’s mother, who doesn’t show much affection
for them at all. I have already asked Mrs. Mitak a
number of times, not to give the children money, but
to buy them sweets and ice-cream herself. It seems
to me that later in life, memories of affectionate
behaviour are more significant than those of new
clothes or shoes bought by one’s parents. It is at
these ages particularly, that a child’s character is
most influenced.

27.6

Anew girl has joined us, Obermajster L.aja, born in
Janow Litawski in 1941. Her mother was murdered
in Gliwica on June 11th, 1945. Her father was killed
by the Germans in 1943.

Motek Rozenfeld, an orphan, survived in the
forest.

Lodziunia was recently in Krasnik. Mr. Szmuel
Brand of Krasnik brought her to us. She cried all the
time, wanting her father. Neither toys, nor sweets
nor chocolate helped. I forced her to go to bed. She
is already asleep.

The children played in the garden beautifully today.
Sabcia /zabcia [little frog] built a house. Marysia -
rooms and a kitchen. The others cooked, and then
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house in Chelm. She doesn’t speak and doesn’t walk.
However, she can hear, and understands everything.
She is lethargic, but has a good appetite. She is well
liked by the other children.

Sabcia Klajman

Five years old, from Zakrzowka. Sabcia was at
Majdanek, where she was separated from her
mother. She was saved by the Russians, when a
Russian tank smashed the car in which the Germans
were transporting the children from Majdanek. She
is lethargic and small for her age. She is quiet and
well-behaved. She arranges her clothes very neatly
before going to bed.

Sulamita Gutman

Five years old, from Wilno. Was brought to us by
the person who had been looking after her, and
had wanted to adopt her, and take her with him to
Romania. Her parents had been murdered by other
Jews in a shelter in Wilno, a few hours before the
Russians came. She has a brother in Russia.
Sulamitka is physically well developed, but is not an
easy child. She is disobedient, and prefers to solve
problems with her fists. She is a lovable child. Has
long hair which is infested and should be cut.

Atlas Lena

Was born in 1938 in Lublin. Lenka’s mother took
her out of the city, to try to leave her with a peasant.
He didn’t want to take her, and neither did anyone
else. She slept in a dirty barn. Some days all she
ate was a piece of bread with some water. She had
both head lice and fleas. Knows nothing about her
parents.

Lenka is taller than the other children; a smart
intelligent girl. She is highly argumentative, and
replies arrogantly. She is not a good child, and
difficult to discipline. Under better conditions, I
think this is likely to improve. She will be given
a younger child to look after, and will be made
responsible for hygiene within the group.

Rozencwajg Jurek

Born in 1942, from Lublin. His mother was killed in
1943, in the Grajer massacre. His father was killed
in 1944 in the castle, while working as a Pole in
the Polish tannery. He was betrayed by a Polish

acquaintance from work. The boy is physically well
developed, lively and good looking. Refuses to play
with the other children, and disrupts their games,
taking their toys from them.

‘Everything is his’, ‘give me, give me’, and straight
away cries and scratches. The other children do what
he says, out of fear. He is very spoilt by the older
boys. Jurek runs away from the group, and joins the
older boys or goes to the kitchen. Every boy is his
‘blother’. He is very difficult to cope with.

Romek Tregier

Five years old, from Zamos¢. Romek came to us
from Russia, where he was separated from his
father in 1942. His mother and sister are here. His
mother does the laundry in our orphanage, not far
from our room. For this reason he often leaves the
group. Thinks he is more important than the other
children. He has a mother, a sister and a cousin,
who brings him something every time. Romek is
somewhat stubborn, but willing to make up. Likes
his cousins, Nina and Gienia very much — both are
in our group.

Gienia Mitak

Seven years old, from Zamos¢. Gienia is a very
good child. Helps the younger ones to wash and get
dressed. She speaks to them in a sincere and kindly
tone. The children are drawn to her.

Gienia is not particularly attached to her sister.
Prefers to speak to and to play with Lena, than with
Nina.

Marysia Lis

Seven years old, from Kock. Marysia is an orphan
— both her parents were murdered. She has an uncle
here. She is very difficult to deal with. Argues with
every one of the children, pushes them off their
chairs — even Dorotka.

Marysia suffers from a metabolic disorder. She has
many sores all over her body, and is under medical
supervision.

Lajcia Ruchlejmer

Seven years old, from Kazimierz. Lajcia has no
parents — had been hiding at a peasant’s place in a
village, where she lost her mother. Her mother went
out to bring food, and didn’t come back.
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the house where my grandmother grew up at #2
Lubartowska Street, and even experimenting
with “diving below” the 1930’s overlay. I
wanted to see what the flat photo below looked
like while looking for the two Lublin Jewish
cemeteries which will hopefully be added to the
model in a future phase. Picture visiting the Old
Jewish Cemetery on Kalinowszczyzna Street,
the oldest surviving Jewish Cemetery in Poland,
and viewing what it looked like before the
Nazis used most of the matzevot (tombstones)
for gravel at the Majdanek death camp. Or,
visualize, if you will, exploring inside the fabled
16th century MaHaRaShalL Shul, also cruelly
destroyed during the war, and tracing Lublin
families through the seating assignments. The
main synagogue’s seating registers from the
1870’s still survive in the Jewish Community
collections of the Polish State Archives. The
possible uses of this amazing technology are
endless!

And you can imagine the grin on my face when
I discovered that I could “walk around” house
number 8a Ulicy Ruska (Old #434a) and get a
feel for the size, shape and relative location of

this ancient building. I could see it had been a
multi-story apartment building with storefronts
and side sheds. I learned that it was not on the
block directly below St. Mikolya’s church as
we had supposed ten years earlier; instead, it
had been situated one block to the left/west
of the hill. TeatrNN’s model has left only the
people, colors, and sounds for my imagination
to fill in!

The level of intimacy we can share with our
history and heritage is greatly enhanced with
a virtual reality encounter like this. Once the
center of the Jewish experience in Poland, Lublin
has been hailed as the “Jewish Oxford” and the
“Polish Jerusalem” for it was the predominant
educational, religious and market center during
the Golden Age of Polish Jewry. Today, Lublin
is an economically-challenged university town,
but with the brilliance and foresight of TeatrNN
at the Brama Grodzka, “Virtual Lublin” is now
casting our eye back to the chivalrous Lublin
past. Under their adopted logo of Don Quixote
and Sancho Panza, they are allowing us to see
virtual windmills where once we could only
imagine them.

Mina Halberstadt — Kaplan

Journal of an educator at an orphanage for child survivors of the

Holocaust — about their characters and behaviour
26.6.1945 — 24.12.1945

Stas + Andzia

Sta$ is 8 years old, Andzia is 4.

Children of unknown surname and unknown origin.
Stas is very attached to his sister and looks after her.
Andzia wakes up crying at night, and it is hard to
calm her down. Both are very withdrawn, and feel
alienated from the other children. The others are
reluctant to play with Stas and Andzia. Not used to
shoes, they walk around barefoot. They have been
with us for 2 days.

Fela Rajcher

Seven years old, from Zakrzowka. Fela was at
Majdanek with her parents. There they were
separated. A Russian tank smashed the car in which
the Germans were transporting the children. This is
how Fela was saved. Tall for her age, a quiet pleasant
child. Very clean. Looks after the younger children.

Dorotka
Three years old, was brought to us from the nursery.
Dorotka is a foundling — was found in front of a
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the information needed to “populate” the old
buildings, and their objective is to provide virtual
geo-models of Lublin showcasing the town in
several significant historical time periods. We’ll
eventually be able to visit the city throughout
its glorious and turbulent history. Remarkable!
The 3-D Lublin model can also be initiated
directly from TeatrNN’s newest homepage
(www.teatrnn.pl). From that homepage, if one
clicks on the photo of the 3-D model and
downloads the Google Earth plug in, the view
automatically “flies in” using the interactive
virtual globe. Entering Lublin, the flat Google
street map rapidly changes to 3-dimensional
“pop-ups” of the old city that take a minute or
two to load. The resulting 3-D panoramic view
is centered on the Old Rynek, the ancient market
square of Lublin. Coincidently, the opening
view includes Rynek #5, the former site of my
Cygielman family’s cork factory which was
located in the center of the town. Low, in front
in the right corner of the panorama lies St. Jana’s
Cathedral, where most of our Lublin ancestors
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Josh and Robinn with virtual Ruska 8a Close-up

registered their life-cycle events between the
years 1810 and 1825. By the way, today St.
Jana’s Cathedral sits exactly next door to the
ultramodern Lublin branch of the Polish State
Archives, which houses the original Jewish
vital registers for at least 88 separate towns in
the Lublin area. (www.archiwa.gov.pl)

Clicking on the button at the top left of the
screen labeled “Pokaz informacje o budynkach”
reveals the place mark balloons showing street
addresses. Eventually, these balloons will
describe the Jewish inhabitants and shops
located at the address and provide hotlinks
to backup pages describing each building in
detail. A second click on that button makes
the balloons disappear. The right hand button
labeled “O makiecie” reveals Polish language
instructions for using the site.

Like Google Earth, the tools to the right of the
screen enable the viewerto select views, zoomin,
and maneuver around selected neighborhoods.
I explored most of the available map, locating
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these theories, my curiosity about the size and
shape of the building at this old address grew
and grew.

By 2001, I was able to briefly visit Lublin in
person with my guide, Krzysztof Malczewski.
“Chris” and I met with Robert Kuwalek, a
scholar and historian at the Majdanek Museum,
who suggested that we visit TeatrNN and view
their models of Old Lublin. Robert gave me a
matrix known as a “taryfa” which was published
in 1899 in the local Russian newspaper. It
described all the properties in Old Town Lublin
(“Stare Miasto”) by land registry number, old
and new house numbers, and even included
the property owners’ names at that moment
in time. From this taryfa, I learned that House
#434 had been renumbered “8 Ulicy Ruska”. It
was assigned land registry #286, a permanent
number allowing tracking despite name changes
over time. The property owner was identified as
“Melzak,” a name which was disappointingly
unfamiliar to me. We drove to Ruska Street
guided by Mr. Roman Litman, the current head
of the Lublin Jewish Community, but together
we could not locate the address. Mr. Litman
told us that the street had been bulldozed by
the Germans in 1939 and had been slightly
reengineered later when it was eventually
rebuilt. Since everything including the layout of
the street had changed, it was impossible to see
exactly where my family homestead had been.

At TeatrNN, my English-speaking guides,
Marta and Beata, showed us an impressive
cardboard model, approximately 17 feet long
that resembled an HO-scale model railroad.
They said it had been a gift of Rishon LeTzion,
one of Lublin’s sister cities. Beata invited me to
crouch down and view the model from “street
level” or “eye level”. She helped me estimate
where House #434 had been just below St.
Mikolya’s Church. We couldn’t identify the
exact location on the model, so I photographed
the entire block and for the next ten years, this
photo was the closest I could come to visiting

our ancient family home.

In May 2010, I returned to Lublin with my 19
year-old son, Joshua, and our translator and
guide, Chris Malczewski. We revisited TeatrNN
and learned from Tadeusz Przystojecki, a
trained archivist and redactor in the TeatrNN
History Department, that there are at least four
surviving taryfas for the City of Lublin. They
date from the 1899 publication I was familiar
with, up to 1915. Skimming these publications
in Tadeusz’s office, I learned that the 1903
taryfa showed land registry #286 to have not
just one, but three separate buildings on it,
labeled “434”, “434a” and “434b”. At that
time, the owner of #434 was a Josef Melzak,
the same surname I had discovered on the 1899
taryfa. 434b belonged to an Abraham Klainberg
— another name that meant nothing to me. But,
lo and behold, building 434b was owned by
“Cygielman & ...”, my family! Ninety years
after a Cygielman/Roszgold baby had been born
at #434, the building was apparently still owned
by family members. House #434 seemed more
real than ever, even if it could only be pictured
in my vivid imagination!

In March of this year, I received an email from
Tadeusz, saying that their project to document a
view of all the pre-war buildings of Lublin was
now live on TeatrNN’s website using Google
Earth technology. He sent me the URL (http://
teatrnn.pl/makieta/makieta.html ), instructing me
that it requires the installation of the Google
Earth version 6 plug-in and cautioning me
that the website was still in Polish only. It will
eventually be translated into English. There
are already “place mark balloons” to identify
all street addresses, and these balloons will
eventually be expanded to include historical
information about the inhabitants of those
dwellings and the businesses located there
in the selected 1930°’s time period. Some of
the balloons already include hotlinks to web
pages about the particular building. TeatrNN is
busy collecting additional materials to recreate

103



Robinn Magid

A Virtual Visit Home to Lublin
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Grodzka Street and the Brama Grodzka

After twenty years of digging through
microfilmedvitalrecords of my Lublinancestors,
I have now actually “flown through” Lublin and
taken a virtual walk around my ancient “family
homestead” even though it was demolished in
1939. 1t’s all thanks to the creative genius of the
geo-modelers at Brama Grodzka/TeatrNN in
Lublin, the far-reaching data of Jewish Records
Indexing — Poland, and visualization tools of
Google Earth. And with a little know-how, you
can visit your Lublin family’s home too!

The Brama Grodzka (“City Gate”) building
dates back to the 14" century when the original
medieval structure housed a drawbridge and at
night separated the Lublin Jewish community
from the gated Christian city center. Nicknamed
“The Jewish Gate”, the original Brama Grodzka
witnessed the signing of the famous “Treaty
of Lublin” that created the Commonwealth of
Poland and Lithuania in 1569. Rebuilt in 1785,
the Brama Grodzka now serves as an interactive

© 2014 PPWKS l : W Y,
©2011 Geccentre Consulting ;i & ¢

N

image © 2011 Meéfﬁ';s;ﬁi* o . s=

D'7X1D1'1 1777 WL AT 21Im

civic museum bringing to life the multicultural
Lublin of the pre-war past, and they are setting
the standard for glimpsing the past and visiting
our heritage.

While creating a searchable index of the Lublin
vital records for JRI-Poland (see www.jri-
poland.org), I began to notice that my large
Lublin family was often cited as living at House
#434 on Ulicy Ruska. People died and babies
were born at this house, some being recorded
as early as 1813. A couple born in the 1780’s
who married around 1800 seemed to come from
large families related to me (CYGIELMAN and
ROSZGOLD) each citing that same address and
stating the occupation of “cygielnik” (brickman)
over and over in the records. One individual was
described by each of these surnames within the
same record, so I began to theorize that several
families related by marriage and/or business
had lived in a large building of apartment flats
rather than a single family “house”. Along with
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Joseph Dakar
Jozef Mirostaw Zycinski, Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Lublin, 1948-2011

On February 10, 2011, Archbishop Jozef
Mirostaw Zycinski died suddenly during a visit
to Rome.

At the time of his death, Archbishop Jozef
Mirostaw Zycinski was the Archbishop of
the Archdiocese of Lublin. He was born in
Nowa Wies, and served as Bishop of the
Diocese of Tarnow from 1990 until 1997 and as
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Lublin from
1997 until his death.

There is a saying that cemeteries are filled
with people who were irreplaceable. As far as
Archbishop Zyciniski is concerned, he has and
will never have a replacement. The members
of our community knew him very well from a
number of encounters; I in particular knew him
very well as the result of many meetings. First of
all, he was a brilliant intellect, a professor of the
philosophy of science, and had written dozens
of scientific books. In his scientific work, he
tried to apply scientific principles, particularly
those of modern physics, and incorporate them
with religious hypotheses. In addition, he had
complete mastery of seven languages.

Although he conducted the affairs of the Church
in his very large archdiocese, he maintained his
academic career, wrote books, and continued to
advise doctoral candidates.

I remember that working meetings with him
were limited to S-minute units. Despite his
tremendous workload, he was always smiling,
relaxed and welcoming. At the same time, he
was equally alert and focused, completely in
control of the situation. I never met a more
alert, focused and keen human being who also
projected such ease and warmth. In addition to

his rare intellectual gifts, he was also possessed
of extraordinary management skills.

Archbishop Zycifiski was known throughout
Poland as the country’s most liberal archbishop,
and he made a point of making his positions
unequivocally clear.

This was the case on the many occasions that
he clearly, openly and bluntly took a stand
against Radio Maria. I remember an incident,
when the minister of education in the previous
government, Roman Giertych, a representative
of an extreme right-wing party, took a public
stand against Darwin’s theory of evolution.
Archbishop Zycinski called him “stupid and
primitive.”

His attitude towards Judaism and Jews was
deeply affected by the views of Pope John
Paul II. His own view was that in order to be a
good Christian it was first necessary to become
familiar with the foundations of Christianity by
coming closer to Judaism and Jews in which
he saw the basis for the development of the
Christian system of beliefs.

In his view, an anti-Semite is someone who
erects a wall that separates him from Christianity
and even denies Christian beliefs. I heard him
say that a Christian anti-Semite is someone
who commits spiritual suicide.

Let us all remember our meetings at which the
members of our community welcomed him with
open arms. Let us remember in particular the
sentence he was fond of saying, a paraphrasing
of the words spoken by the biblical Joseph to
his brothers: “I am Jozef, your brother.”

Let us all remember him warmly and with love.
May your memory be for a blessing, our brother
Jozef.
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The Voice of Lublin

We continue to publish the yearbook despite
its significant costs. This is one of the best
yearbooks of its type and it inspires a great deal
of interest among its readers and serves as an
important calling card for the organization and
its activities.

Visit by Prof. Stawomir Jacek Zurek

This June, I hosted Prof. Zurek of the Catholic
University of Lublin in my home. Prof. Zurek
researches the writings of Jewish writers
who wrote and write in Polish. Prof. Zurek is
currently gathering and cataloguing works by
Israeli writers working in Polish in Israel. Israeli
writers writing in Polish, natives of Lublin and
other guests heading various organizations,
attended the meeting at my home. This visit
is additional proof of the tremendous interest
there is today in Poland in the Jewish heritage
of the country.

70 Years Since the Destruction of the Lublin
Jewish Community

In 2012 we will mark the 70th anniversary of
the destruction of the Jews of Poland in general
and the liquidation of the Jewish community of
Lublin in particular.

I would like to put together a group that would
travel from Israel to Lublin around March 16,
2012. This date marks the start of the liquidation
of the Lublin ghetto and the deportation of the
Jews of Lublin to their deaths at the Belzec
concentration camp.

I have challenged the mayor of Lublin and
Tomasz Pietrasiewicz: I have proposed that
they come to Israel for our annual assembly in
November 2012. Such a visit may indeed come
to pass, but also depends on a substantial group
traveling from Israel to Lublin.

TeatrNN at the Brama Grodska (www.tnn.pl)
and Jewish Records Indexing — Poland (www.jri-poland.org)
are beginning a joint project to create a three-dimensional model
of the Old and New Lublin Jewish Cemeteries.

We are looking for people to send us scanned copies of any pre-war photos they
have of either cemetery. Many people took photos of their ancestors’ matzevot
(tombstones) and these photos will be invaluable to us as we recreate it on
computer.

Please email your photo to: Robinn Magid at: RobinnM@aol.com
or you can mail a good quality copy of the photo to:

Robinn Magid 22| Colgate Avenue, Kensington, CA 94708-1121 USA.
Thank you!

We will let Kol Lublin know when the project has been completed and can be viewed on the

Internet.
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Joseph Dakar
Notes from the Organization Chairman:
The Organization’s Activities in the Past Year

As is the case every year, | am hereby honored
to report to organization members on the
organization’s activities since the publication of
the most recent issue of The Voice of Lublin.

Routine Activities

The recent year saw the continuation of the
organization’s routine activities. There were
hardly any special events, representing the quiet
before the storm.

Next year we will be marking the 70th
anniversary of the destruction of the Lublin
Jewish community; more on this later on.

New Mayor

In November 2010, Poland held local
elections.

Lublin elected a new mayor by the name of
Krzysztof Zuk. The new mayor holds a PhD in
Economics. He served a deputy mayor for part
of the term in office of the previous mayor, and
for the rest of the term he served as the Polish
deputy minister of finance.

On the basis of my acquaintance with Mr.
Zuk, I can say that the issue of Lublin’s Jewish
heritage is close to his heart. He holds the
director of the Grodzka Gate-NN Theater,
Tomasz Pietrasiewicz, in high esteem, and from
time to time consults with him.

The Annual Assembly

This year the annual assembly took place on
November 25, 2010, at the Brodt Center. Jolanta
Dylewska’s movie, Polin, was screened at this
assembly. It had never before been screened in
Israel, and was translated into Hebrew for this
occasion.

The movie depicts scenes filmed in Polish towns

in the late 1920s and early 1930s mostly by
Jewish tourists visiting from the United States.
These scenes are interspersed with interviews
with Poles recalling their Jewish neighbors,
their lives and ways of living, and transitional
segments. The movie was screened in Polish
movie houses and was a big hit there.

Unfortunately, the number of participants
at the annual assembly did not match our
expectations. I therefore send forth my most
sincere request to all members: please come
and participate in the annual assembly. The
program is, as always, enriching and the feeling
of togetherness is important to us all.

The Memorial
Remembrance Day
As we do every year, this year too we held a
memorial service to remember the members of
the community who died in the Holocaust. The
ceremony was held on Holocaust Remembrance
Day near the monument erected to honor the
martyrs of Lublin and Majdanek.

In recent years we have, in addition to the
Kadish and El Male Rahamim, also incorporated
readings, songs and music into the ceremony.
We would like to single out David Friedman
who sang the song sung by the Jewish prisoners
in the Budzyn Labor Camp in Lublin District.
As an innovation this year, we improved the
amplification system so that everyone could
hear the ceremony clearly.

Veteran Cantor Oberman can no longer come
to the memorial service due to ill health. He
was replaced by Cantor Haim Herschtik who
also honored us with his presence at the annual
assembly.

Service on Holocaust
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After the war, Mina Halberstadt-Kaplan, a teacher of
preschool children in the Lublin orphanage kept a journal
about the children.
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