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Antoai Stonimski

ELEGIA MIASTECZEK ZYDOWSKICH

Nie masz juz, nie masz w Polsce zydowskich miasteczek,
W Hrubieszowie, Karczewie, Brodach, Falenicy
Préznoe by$ szukat w oknach zapalonych $wieczek

I §piewu nastuchiwat z drewnianej b6znicy.

Znikly resztki ostatnie, zydowskie fachmany,
Krew piaskiem przysypano, $lady uprzatnigto
I wapnem sinym czysto wybielono $ciany,

Jak po zarazie jakiej$ lub na wielkie $wigto.

Blyszczy tu ksigzyc jeden, chiodny, blady, obcy,
Juz za miastem na szosie, gdy noc si¢ rozpala,
¥rewni moi Zydowscy, poctyczni chlopey,

Nie odnajda dwu zlotych ksiagzycéw Chagalla.

Te ksigzyce nad inng juz chodzg planeta,
Odfrunely sploszone milczeniem ponurym.

Juz nie ma tych miasteczek, gdzie szewc byl poets,
Zegarmistrz filozofem, fryzjer trubadurem.

Nie ma juz tych miasteczek, gdzie biblijne piesni
Wiatr aczy! z polska piosnka i stowiariskim Zalem,
Gdzie starzy Zydzi w sadach pod cieniem czere$ni
Oplakiwali $wigte mury Jeruzalem.

Nie ma juz tych misteczek, przemingly cieniem
I ciert ten klaéc sie bedzie migdzy nasze stowa,
Nim si¢ zblizg bratersko i zlaczq od nowa

Dwa narody tym samym karmione cierpieniem.
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Russia.
When the war ended, Anna,
who by then had been highly
decorated, was released from
the Russian army. She
returned to her birth city
Lublin, to look for her family
members. Unfortunately, no
one except for her younger
sister had survived.
Two years after the war
ended, Anna married another
Holocaust survivor from
Lvov, Selig Hochberg.
Their son was born in 1949.
Anna and Selig built their life
around their new born son in
Lublin. In 1962 Anna and her
son moved to Isracl where
Anna again became a nurse in
the Beth Rivka Hospital in
Petach Tikvah. While still in
Poland, Anna separated from
her husband.
Anna’s new life in Israel was
full of happiness and pride.
Her feelings for Israel as a
Jewish homeland and the
freedom she felt as.an Israeli
citizen uplifted her. She built
an independent life that was
full of joy around her friends
and her son.
Shortly before her death she
reestablished contact with her
younger sister and her
daughter, who still live in
Poland. They had not been in
contact with one another since
Anna’s departure to Israel in
1962. This rekindled
connection with her lost
family is now cherished by
her son.

Arie Hochberg
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Anna Hochberg
1918 - 2004

Anna after arriving to Israel
(around 1965)

Anna Hochberg was born
before her time. She believed

RS

in liberal and social causes
before they became important
to society. She lived her life
struggling for her own
survival and for justice for
others.

Anna was born in Lublin,
Poland in 1918 as Anna
Yuchtman into a family of
store owners. She learned
early in life from her mother
to honor people who work
hard and to provide Tzdaka to
the less fortunate in life.
Unfortunately, her father
passed away when she was
only 8 years old. A few years
later her mother was forced to
sell the store and the family
moved to a smaller apartment
on Wjeniawska Street.
Anna’s mother was a very
wise woman. When the
German army invaded Poland
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and the situation began to
deteriorate for Jews she had
the foresight to send her two
remaining daughters from
Lublin to Luck, where her
oldest daughter had lived.
Luck was safer from Lublin
because it was occupied by
the Russian army.

Anna and her younger sister
had a strong desire to live in
spite of the German invasion
into Russia in  1941.
Although, they were
separated, they both survived
the war. Anna escaped from
the advancing German army
into Russia. Her earlier
training in nursing became the
key to her survival. She joined
the Russian army and became
a nurse on the trains that
evacuated the injured soldiers
from the front lines deep into

Anna with her mother when Anna was 17 years old (around 1935)
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“Why did you hide if you have an Ausweis?”
demanded Worthof. “I was very tired and
wanted to rest a bit” I lied. “Stand aside!” he
shouted.

The writing became almost illegible.

We all stood facing the attic wall. Worthof gave
the order to fire. Yula was shot first. I saw the
bullet come out of her mouth but she did not die.
One by one thirteen of my dear ones were shot in
the back of their head. I saw them falling. Before
my turn came I jumped from the second floor
stairwell and landed without even a scratch.

This page was written two days later in the
middle of night.

Yula recovered but she was later sent to her
death. Work no longer was a synonym for life.
The Germans began exterminating the
youngsters and the fit ones. They also took away
my certificate. I knew only one thing: I would not
wait for my turn to come. I was working in a rag
factory. One day, crawled into a big container of
rags and hid there during the night. In the
morning, the containers were loaded on a lorry
and delivered outside the camp. I waited long
after nightfall. When the church clock chimed
twelve times, I crept out, put heavy socks over
my shoes to deafen any noise and headed to the
direction of my childhood neghbourhood. 1 did
not have even one zloty.

I knocked at Tadek’s door. He was my brother
Berele’s friend. Before the war they worked at
the same bakery. Tadek had many Jewish friends
and spoke fluent Yiddish. Berele always said that
he was a good human being, a "mentsh”.

He let me in immediately and told me to hide in
his cupboard. In the morning he started to build
a hiding place under the slope of the roof.

For twenty months I sat in this cramped refuge,
without a blanket or a warm coat, without
clothing or a change of underwear. The food was
meager. I was cold. Even my periods stopped, as
if I ceased being a woman.

Passover arrived again, the last before freedom.

The Germans passed from house to house
searching for Jews. I heard screaming, orders,
dogs barking. Through the small hole I had
punched in one of the roof tiles, I saw a young
woman being dragged away. I recognized her.
She was a beautiful girl from my neighborhood,
but now she was shriveled, almost transparent
from hunger. I saw them shoot her. Then they
shot the Polish family who had hidden
her,children, parents and grandparents.

Since that day, my days and nights have turned
into a nightmare. My courage has abandoned
me.

I dried my tears and felt that I had to stop for a
while. I opened one of the pages that was folded
and attached to the copybook with a clip. It was
dated 1977.

It is almost a year since my husband died. I loved
him differently from the way I loved Hilik. He
sufferered worse atrocities than I did during the
Holocaust which also destroyed his health. Like
me, he lost his whole family. I took care of him.

He gave me back my life, my only daughter. Our
existance only regained meaning and hope when
she was born.

I taught my daughter that although people do
awful things one to another, there are also good
human beings in the world - without them, folk
like Tadek, I would not have survived.

Did I succeed in teaching her to be caring and
not to hate? Will she look at the full half of the
glass and look for the good and beautiful? Will
she not compromise for the mediocre? I
sometimes tell her, “If you have to fall, better
fall from the best horse,” and she smiles.

I pamper my daughter as much as I can. I forbid
her to do any house work. “You will have
enough years to work in your own house”, I tell
her. In spite of her protests, I clean her room,
freshen her linen and change her pillow cover
every day. I gather rain water and wash her
hair.

Passover is coming again. My head aches.

Spring 2001

- 82(15) -



bridge my father pushed us to the sandbank.
“My daughter” he said, “take your husband and
hide under the bridge, otherwise he will be
killed. Quickly. quickly...” I tried to say
something but he gestured us to go away.

And I, a most obedient child, did as he said. |
quickly pushed my husband under the bridge.
“Malkele’ mein kind’, my child, where are you
going? Don’t leave!” I heard my mother
weeping bitterly. I still can hear her.

We hid among the river plants. We did not have
a place to escape to and I decided to return to
Majdan-Tatarski . I knew that my decision was
not a good one, but did I have a better choice? 1
wanted to rescue Hilik, I loved him and wanted
us both to live.

Early next morning before dawn, evading the
dogs and guards we crawled through the double
barbed wire fence back into the known hell.

In my mother’s handwriting, her excitement was
obvious.

The Germans began to thin out the camp, then
they sent the young men to a near by camp,
Plage-Laskiewicz camp, where Jewish clothing,
furs, art, silver and gold was sorted out, packed,
loaded to wagons and sent to Germany. Before
he left, Hilik managed to build a hiding place in
the barracks, a double wall, for me. We were
barely able to separate. Hilik was taken away,
although we had promised each other never to
part.

The next day when the Germans searched, I hid.
I stood squashed between two wooden walls for
three days, unable to move or sit. I went out my
dungeon only at night.

I remained completely alone. All my dear ones
were taken away from me. Awful rumors about
mass murder were circulating, no one got any
sign of life from those who were taken away. I
did not know whether 1 was right to obey my
father. Doubts and regrets are eating my heart
out until today.

In this paragraph the handwriting is round and
neat.

We first met on the ice rink on an enchanting
winter evening. Emil Waldteufel’s waltz “The
Ice Skaters” was playing and Hilik, gliding in
my direction, handed me an imaginary bouquet.
His movements were light and regal. We danced
together as if we had many times before. On our
second date we promised each other never to
part, on the third we spoke about marriage. We
married a year later on the last day of 1937. The
town was covered with a white layer of snow, as
white as my wedding dress, our dreams were
rosy.

Five years later on Passover 1942 they were
destroyed.

Thirstily I drank in the familiar handwriting.

The Germans degregated and dehumanized us.
We became slaves, hungry and dirty, beaten and
shot out of hand. We could not celebrate even a
symbolic “seder”. On the second day of
Passover the Gremans ordered us to gather in
the main city square. Only Jews with work
certificats “Yot Ausweis” (J. —Jew - cetificate)
could continue to work, all the others were sent
away. Although I had a work certificate I joined
my two uncles Leon and Matis and their families
in a hiding place. We sat there fourteen men,
women and children squeezed into a small attic
camouflaged with a brick wall the whole day.
The children were restless and thirsty and Uncle
Leon decided to go out and bring some water. As
he peeped through the gate the jeep of Lublin
district commander Worthof passed. The
soldiers spotted his dark head, stopped the jeep
and swormed into the house shouting “Juden
raus!” Jews out! When we didn’t show ourselves
they began shooting. Their bullets penetrated the
attic wall and whistled around our heads.
Mothers protected their children with their
bodies. “We have to go out” said Matis, “death
will reach us anyway”.

I went out first clutching my certificate. “I have
a Yot Ausweiss!” I shouted.

Then out crawled my cousin Yula, who was my
age, 25, then my uncles and aunts and finally the
children.
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by this seasonal melancholy, as well as my
headaches from my mother.

I take another step towards the house. Under the
balcony there is a miniature garden, a magic
carpet that changed colors according to the
seasons and from the care of my mother’s loving
hands. The house was always full of flowers
arranged in large and small vases, even on the
kitchen table. The garden is now in full bloom;
orange nasturtiums, violet irises, white
carnations and yellow marigolds. Colorful sweet
peas, spreading their intoxicating scent, climb on
the walls. My mother’s neighbors continue to
water the flowers after her death.

The door opens easily. I flick the switch on and
light floods the room. A vase full of dead
colorless flowers still stands on the living room
table. Everything remained as

it was on the day we took her in an ambulance to
my home.

I enter her room. The bedroom is clean and neat
as if she would come back at any moment.
Everything is in its place, only a layer of dust
rests on the little chest. I sniff for the familiar
smells. Those from the kitchen had already faded
away, but in this room the familiar smell remain;
a delicate soap odor that wafts from the open
wardrobe. A piece of cloth for a dress mama
wanted to sew for my daughter Maya still lies on
the sewing machine. She will never again wear a
dress sewn by her grandmother. When I was
Maya’s age I was proud of the beautiful dresses
my mother made me. My friends all envied me.
When there was no money for new cloth my
mother unpicked one of her dresses and sewed a
garment for me.

I sit down on her bed. Beside the lamp on the
chest are photographs; mine and Eli’s on our
wedding, pictures of Maya and my son Gil, and
one of my father on a wheelchair. Not even one
of her. “Mama,” I want to say, “what did you
have in your life except us? Why didn’t you do
something for your own pleasure?”

One by one I open the drawers. With shaky

hands I leaf through pages of photo albums;
envelopes full of letters pass through my
inquisitive fingers. I feel like someone invading
into forbidden territory. Something urges me on.

The copybook - my old English copybook with a
hard brown binding. Some of the pages with my
handwriting are pinned together. Inside, some
old torn pages are attached with a paper clip. On
the old pages my mother wrote remarks,
sentences to remember, parts of poems or songs.
Old dates on old pages, the most recent written
near her premature death.

The handwriting - first small, round and
feminine, slightly resembling mine, continuing
with flat letters, and towards the end, quick ones
- nervous, shouting writing, I call it.

The writing materials - pens, pencils, colored
pencils.

The language - Polish.

It was a beautiful morning. Usually it is cold in
April, but that day, one week before Passover
1942 , was a spring day with a warming sun and
trees suddenly covered with buds. We were all
together; grandparents, uncles and aunts,
children and, of course, my parents, my younger
brothers and sisters and Hilik my husband.
Instead of rejoicing and preparing for the
holiday we were being marched towards the
train-station. We did not yet know about the
existence of extermination camps.

We marched on a well worn path. On our right
raged the recently thawed Bistchitza (Bystrzyca).
To us the children the familiar river was a world
of tangles of plants and birds singing, whispers
of rabbits and jumping fish, row boats and
bathing. But who looked at the river that day? In
front of us and alongside marched Ukrainian
guards with rifles and terrifying dogs. Farmers
driving their carriages with vegetables to the
market whipped their horses and cursed,
workers passing us on their way to work hardly
glanced at us. I marched between my father and
my husband. My handsome husband had become
a wreck. Weak and pale from a recent bout of
typhoid. I supported him. As we approached the

- 84(13) -



Judith Maier

THEIE COPYBOOK

My mother died last winter. Now it’s spring and
I still don’t have the courage to enter the house.
I stand on the threshold surveying the sand and
dust piled on the balcony; the dry leaves and
feathers in the corners, numb until a stray cat,
which slept folded on the old armchair jumps
with fright. “A sign of life” I grin and look again
at some dry yellowed peppers on the pantry
window, where my mother used to keep jars of
cucumbers, cabbage or tomatoes which she
pickled. A braid of garlic and a net with dry
onions are still hanging on the window.

My head is spinning, ahead of me there is
another hurdle to overcome: Passover is coming
soon. I count the days with a sour heart. The first
Passover without her.

Every year before Passover my mother
collapsed. A fortnight before the holiday she
could not carry on. She was sick; once it was a
cold, another time a flu, or heavy headaches. She
lay in the bedroom, pale, her limbs paralized
from weakness. Beside the bed on the little chest
covered with a crocheted doily, a glass of tea
stood cooling and Polish newsparers, untouched
from the previous week. Something, I knew, was
hidden from me by daddy and the doctor
whispering in the kitchen.

At school the children sang songs about the
coming holiday, but I could not be happy. My
mother was in bed, staring at the ceiling.

Once 1 asked her: “Mummy, what’s happening
to you?” She struggled to sit up, face pale and
eyes full of tears. Her crying frightened me.
“Mummy don’t cry, you will tell me another
time!” I begged her.

My mother was a champion surviver. She never
complained when she felt sick or when
something bothered her - maybe the reason she
was so thin. That, her devotion and her silence

were facts with which I grew up. I never asked
her what drove her to work so hard all her life,
especially during the years of my father’s illness,
and after his death. She was always working,
cooking, baking, cleaning and sewing. The smell
of the house was the sweet scent of the cakes and
jams she prepared, the appetizing aroma of
dishes like ‘tshulent’ and ‘kugles’ she made for
Shabbat. Even after I married and left home I
liked to come, snift and open the covers of the
pots: “Mummy, what are you cooking today?”

I still am not able to enter her appartment. “What
smell does the house have now?“ I wonder.

“Is anything left of the past?” I am afraid of the
smell of nothing, the smell of desolation and
emptiness. I imagine seeing my mother’s neat
tiny figure walking about the rooms, her gray
hair stilled in waves and curles, as if she had just
came from a hairdresser, her lips sealed in a
straight line as if retaining the last note of a song.
In my childhood in Poland she would sing to me.
I remember her deep alto voice when we sang
duets. She had a song for everything; lullabies,
songs about toys, flowers and animals, happy
songs and sad ones. After we arrived to Israel I
asked her once, “Mummy, why don’t you sing
anymore?” and she answered: “My child, you
are my song. All the songs of the past have lost
their taste.”

Standing near the abandoned balcony, I
nervously trample the dry leaves. I now
understand my recent depression.

It will soon be Passover. I too become gloomy at
this season and do my best not to spoil the
holiday for the family.The Passover Seder
during my childhood was not a happy event. It
was like a cloud hovering over my little family.
It was an event that had to be endured. I came
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street: "Perhaps you know about a family of a
mother, two children and a guy named Motek?"
I've looked down and saw an armed Polish
officer, standing and speaking Yiddish. I've
cried: "Henia'le, isn't it Chaim-Isaac?!" "Yes, it's
Chaim!" We were hugging and kissing. There
was no limit to our joy.

It turned out that after leaving us he did joined a
unit of partizans, distinguished himself at the
battles and won an excellence medal.

In his youth he was a communist, and at the
people's Polish army (in the communist regime)
he was an officer at the Security Services (U.B.),
a communist politruk. Chaim-Isaac told us he's
engaged in revenge activities. It is the taste for
his life and existance. Day by day, risking
himself, he comes to the villages with two more
jewish warriors, locating the Polish people who
helped the Germans and the informers who told
on Jews, and he's executing them by shooting.
For many months he was engaged in revenge
operations.

Chaim-Isaac was the only survivor from all of
his family.

He told us he fell in love with a young woman
from Kaminer family, a woman who survived
the war and stayed alive. Kaminer family was
one of the richest families in Janow-Lubelski. If
there was no war, Chaim-Isaac - a tinker and a
son of a tinker - had no chance to marry the rich
Kaminer family daughter.

At Saturdays he was eating at our house.

Henia asked him: "And what is next? For how
long will you go on like that? You've remained
alone in the world, it is time you build a home
and a family.”

But Chaim-Isaac Hirshman answered her: "I
haven't drunk my fill of revenge yet. It's still on
my agenda. There's a moral jewish duty for me
to carry on with the revenge work."

The people of the anti-Semite department A.K.
(Armia Krajowa) looked for him in order to kill
him.

At March 19th, 1946, people from a Polish
fascist group came to his house in Lublin and
knocked on his door. He opened the door. They
asked for his name and he answered. They shot
him dead at the spot.

His wife was pregnant when he was murdered.
I know she immigrated to the United States, was
married to another man who was well known in
Los-Angeles, and there she beared the son of
Chaim-Isaac Hirshman. At his adulthood, the
son was counted among the senior medicine
people.

Many years afterwards the people of
Janow-Lubelski came to visit her, and she
begged of them not to tell her son who was his
father: "Do it after I die.”

I remember him with love and admiration as a
son of Janow-Lubelski and as a model figure of
a proud Jew, a warrior and a revenger.
Chaim-Isaac Hirshman is my hero. I would
remember his words forever:

"Weapon.

Must have weapon.

Life has a price."

An interview with Neta and Shmuel Avidar
from "Voice of Lublin"
February 2005
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stranger who wanders at the forest. We had no
food and no water, so I had to come out from the
hiding place. Suddenly I've seen a man in S.S.
uniforms. I've wanted to run, but the man yelled
towards me: "Don't be afraid, I'm a jew." He
identified himself as Chaim-Isaac Hirshman,
the son of the tinker of Janow-Lubelski. Henia'le
knew his father.

Chaim-Isaac told us that he was deported from
Janow-Lubelski to Belzec together with the
Jews of Zaklikow. When the Germans took him
from Belzec to Sobibor he jumped from the
train, returned to his home-town, but had to run
away because the Polish had informed on him
and tried to give him away to the Germans.
Chaim-Isaac wanted to know how we manage to
survive. Hearing that we risk our lives and steal,
he had opened wide his coat and showed us that
the lining was full of gold coins which were
sewed to the lining. He had also gold hidden in
his boots. He expressed a strong desire to get
weapon.

For a week he stayed with us at the forest. He
was an army man, a soldier in the Polish army,
and he taught us how to live in the forest.

"Live on a hill," he instructed us, "in order to
have a good observation point. Don't light a fire
at night.”

"Weapon!

How can you live without weapon?!

Life has a price!"

"Stop stealing! Go to the village, Mota'le, and
buy weapon at any price! As much as they want!
Give a lot of money to the farmer in order to
bring here food.”

Henia begged him: "If Motl goes to the village
and offers money to the farmer — they would kill
us all. Please, Chaim-Isaac, take all your money,
bury it and stay with us. Together we will pass
this hell.”

That night there was a hunt. Apparently, the
farmers talked in the village about the stranger
who was wandering in the forest. A unit of the
A K. (Armia Krajowa) Polish partizans killed all
of the jewish families. We managed to run away
and to hide in another forest. Chaim-Isaac said:
"Mota'le, we cannot live like that. I'm not a rat
nor a wandering dog. I must join the partizans.
The woman and children are lost, but you -
come with me!" Henia and the children were
crying: "Who would help us? How are we going
to live?"

I couldn't leave them to their fate.

We kissed each other and cried and Chaim-Isaac
left us.

Before his leaving he left me five gold-dollars
and his will: "We are no rats. Must have
weapon. It's a duty to fight! Our lives has a
price!"

We continued our lives without him in the
forests.

We knew he would join the partizans.

After every battle between the partizans and the
Germans I went to see if he was among the dead
people.

Lublin was released in July 1944.

At the end of the battles, Henia was afraid that
at the moments of liberation the farmers would
kill us - farmers whom we knew that had
informed on Jews. Together with a frontal unit
of the red army we've arrived to the town of
Krasnik, a town which served as a center for the
surviving Jews.

I was working as a shoemaker at the first floor
of a dwelling house, near the water pump of the
town.

Suddenly I've heard someone asking at the
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An Encounter in the Forest

Mordekhai (Motek) Goldhekht
Chaim-Isaac Hirshman - My Hero

In 1941 Jews' corpses at Warsaw Ghetto were
covered with papers. My father who was a Gur
follower (=Hasid) gathered all of us and said:
"God left us. We cannot hope he would help us
anymore. You, Mota'le" - he applied to me -
"You have to escape from this hell."

I was 15 years old. I have graduated the
elementary school, I was a member at the Scouts
movement and 1 knew Polish. 1 escaped
southward towards Lublin area. I've crossed the
Wisla and came down from the ferry at the town
of Annopol. It was Saturday, and I was
surprised to see that people there still could keep
the holiness of the day: Jews in taliths (praying
shawls) were praying at the synagogue and
housewives were serving cholent to the table.
Compared with the dying Warsaw Jews — life
here still went on.

I've wandered at this area and arrived
Godziszow, a village that was 8 kilometers from
the town of Janow-Lubelski. At Godziszow I
met Henia Zilberman, a good mother who took
me to her home.

At the day of Simchath-Torah (Rejoicing of the
Torah) in 1942 I've browsed cows at the
meadow. Then I saw hundreds of jewish
families, running around at the field with their
chattels. They told me that all the Jews of the
area are deported and led in trains to Zaklikow.
They tried to run away without knowing where
to.

The Germans have announced that they would

kill every Polish who hides a Jew, and so the
farmer couldn't employ me anymore. I had
thought I was the last jew, and I wanted to give
myself away to the Germans. A gentile woman
whom I knew begged, me not to do it. "There
are Jews in the forest. Come with me, I will lead
you to them" she told me. I followed her. She
stopped and said: "From here I've heard voices
in Yiddish." At night I saw bonfires in the forest.
I've entered the forest and found a jewish family
from the village of Godziszow. All the men who
were in the forest were killed by a Polish firing
squad. Just by chance I wasn't in the liquidation
area at that time.

At the end of the winter at 1942 the Germans
hunted for the remaining forest residents. All the
families were put an end to. I've managed to
escape from the firing squad.

On the following day I've found two orphan
children and a bereaved mother. We've became
a family that was patched from shreds of
families: little brother and sister whose parents
were liquidated, the 17 years old I and the good
mother, Henia'le Zilberman, whose three sons
were shot by Polish partizans.

How did we survive?

We stole potatoes at the villages.

One day I was warned by a farmer: "Motek,
someone is wandering in the forest, dressed
nicely in uniforms and saying he's a jew. Don't
beleive him. Run away from here." We've
escaped to another hiding place in the forest, and
then again another gentile warned me from the
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Zelda
Everyone has a Name

Everyone has a name
given to him by God
and given to him by his parents

Everyone has a name

given to him by his stature

and the way he smiles

and given to him by his clothing

Everyone has a name
given to him by the mountains
and given to him by his walls

Everyone has a name
given to him by the stars
and given to him by his neighbors

Everyone has a name
given to him by his sins
and given to him by his longing

Everyone has a name
given to him by his enemies
and given to him by his love

Everyone has a name
given to him by his feasts
and given to him by his work

Everyone has a name
given to him by the seasons
and given to him by his blindness

Everyone has a name
given to him by the sea and
given to him

by his death.

(Translated from Hebrew by Marcia Falk, quoted
Jfrom "Generations of the Holocaust”" by Bergmann

and Jugovy)
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that period some 500,000 Jews were mass
murdered on this site, including 26,000 Jews
from Lublin.

The murder was on mass a large body of
murdered people without face without name
stripped of any identity. 1 have recently read an
interview with the late famous Israeli author
Ephraim Kishon. It was his first and only
interview where he was ready to speak about his
experiences during World War Two. During
1944 he was a member of a group led by foot
from Hungary to Poland. He knew he was going
to die and was resigned to that fate. His only fear
was being forgotten.

I would like to address my words to the victims
themselves. I don't know whether your souls can
hear us. We, the living ones like to assume that
you can, since such a belief gives us some
comfort. So I will assume that you can hear us,
and since you cannot protest I will take the
opportunity and speak directly to you.

You were brought here on a cold day of March,
you were taken not like human beings but rather
like cattle. Then you were brought to the camp
and marched naked to the gas chambers. There
was no end to your horror and desperation. Even
if we think we can understand the gamut of your
feelings, 1 don't believe we can really
understand the full depth of your horror and
your exasperation. Only thinking of your plight
without actually experiencing it makes me feel
desolate.

But worst of all the Nazi Germans who
perpetrated this mass murder decided to robe
you of any symbols of humanity. No name, no
face, no emotion. Even not hatred.

You were led into the gas chambers with the
same emotion as butchers have when leading

cattle into the slaughter house. I tried to imagine
you being led naked, women trying to protect
their children from the beatings of the cruel
guards and my heart brakes. As to what
happened inside the gas chambers themselves 1
try even not to think about.

Here your bodies lie under this ground emitting
energy like a black hole. In cosmology a black
hole is a mass with such power of gravitation
that no light can escape out.

Your bodies form such a black hole, one
powerful mass that does not allow for individual
details of any of you to break out.

Here we stand trying to scratch this massive
black hole in order to release some of the
information concerning you and turn this mass
into individual human beings.

Here you were exterminated in the most
inhumane fashion, and here we are trying to
form some humanity into your deaths. Here you
were executed without any dignity, and here we
are adding some dignity to your deaths. Here
you were murdered faceless and here we are -
your relatives - trying to remember your
portraits.

Here you were killed nameless, and here we are
trying to assemble your names. Part of that
effort is being expressed by the museum
director, Mr. Robert Kuwalek, who is being
engaged in tracing as many names of victims as
possible.

Here you died alone and desolate, and here we
are participating in a ceremony dedicated to
your memory.

I would like to end my words with a poem
written by the Israeli poet, Zelda.
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This speech has been delivered by Joseph Dakar on the 17.3.05
during a ceremony at the Belzec extermination camp

Joseph Dakar

BELZEC

I, Joseph Dakar, born in Walbzych as Jozef
Zakrojczyk, am delivering these words in
memory of the Jewish community of Lublin
who has lost during World War Two 95 % of its
members, in memory of many of my relatives
who did not survive the war and some of them
died in this very place. I also speak in memory
of my parents Felicja and Mauricy both born in
Lublin, survived the war and have died since.

Exactly 63 years ago 1500 men, women and
children descended from a freight train that took
them away from Lublin.

They were Jews who were assembled the
evening before in the Jewish ghetto of Lublin.
Within a short period of time after their arrival
they had to strip off their clothes.

The women's hair was cut and they were led into
gas chambers in which they were suffocated to
death by the exhaust fumes of an operating
engine.

After they were all dead their bodies were
dragged out and buried in prearranged pits.

This process repeated itself until the closure of
the camp at the end of December 1942. During

Joseph Dakar at Belzec. Behind him pupils from local schools
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March 16th 2005
Young Poles read names of Jewish Lubliners who were exterminated
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municipal records available to him that very
day; perhaps he will learn something tangible
about his family.

Teatr NN has extensive archives of Lublin’s
Jewish population and its staff has done
exhaustive research on the community. It is
possible to get information about families,
professions, schooling, etc. Michael spent part
of the day there seeking information about his
own family. It was an extraordinary experience
as well, to be among people who are working so
hard, without financial support from the
international Jewish community, to preserve
memories and keep information accessible.

We got to know quite a few Lublin Poles who
are spending time and resources on Jewish and
Yiddish culture and bringing the legacy of
Lublin’s Jews into current life. We spent time
with a professor at the university who teaches
Yiddish, with young people at Teatr NN who
work on the archives and create presentations on
Jewish culture, and a local businessman who
spends time supporting the alliances with sister
cities. They are all actively engaged in creating
a new society, as they acknowledge and
confront the past, and work to build the future.
These Poles are dedicating their lives to keeping
memories alive. It was a profound experience to
be with them. They are courageous and
committed and perhaps their efforts will help
save the world from future tragedies.

Teatr NN 'K 1IRTU1 w7

Yiddish songs in Teatr NN
V. Dombrovski, T.Pietrasiewic, Bonnie and Motl Rosenbush
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stories and memorabilia. Though not large, it is
very personal as it speaks of events about the
people of Lublin and the surrounding areas. We
heard of a visitor who recognized a member of
his family while touring the museum.

The museum focuses on individual lives and
families. This seems to be the new emphasis of
Yad Vashem as well. During the
commemoration ceremony participants sang in
Hebrew the song “Everyone Has A Name”, a
poem written by the Israeli poet Zelda.
Afterwards, Yossi Dakar read this poem in
Polish. In many respects I found it difficult to
conceptualize the individual people who were
taken to Belzec, especially considering the
massive number of 500,000 lives.

We were among the invited guests - along with
the military attaché of the US ambassador, a
representative from the Austrian government,
and various local dignitaries. Among the many
people in attendance there were children from
the local school who had prepared and read
some testimonials written by Lublin Jews who
perished in Belzec. There were many speakers
and Michael read in Yiddish a poignant poem by
the Yiddish poet Reyzl Zhikhlinsky and I then
read the translation in English.

This museum is the brainchild of Robert
Kuwalek, a Lublin-born Pole, professor of
history, who has made Jewish history his life’s
work. He is, as the Poles describe him, bigger
than life. Michael’s uncle, David Shtokfish
describes him as “a dear friend to us all”. Robert
has compiled lists of Jews who were taken from
the ghetto to Belzec, to other ghettos, to
Majdanek. He has created this museum, and he
has helped individuals to do their research about
lost families. He is a humble, unassuming man
who lives his life purpose. When asked which
aspect he found most satisfying - helping people
uncover individual information, or the broader
pieces of history. His reply was - the individual
experiences of people filling in their family

histories. One of the surprises for me is how
much is still being discovered, how many stories
there are of family members, only now, after 60
years, learning about the fate of their relatives.

The next day we had a lunch (an old time Jewish
menu) with the Archbishop of Lublin who
greeted us by introducing himself as “Joseph,
your brother”. He is a thoughtful and
compassionate man, a deep intellectual who has
studied the philosophy of science, and who
works actively to heal relations with the world
Jewish community. His parishioners (especially
the children) clean Jewish cemeteries; he
organizes programs of outreach, says Kaddish at
the Jewish cemetery with his seminarians and is
a force of morality in modern Poland. An
energetic man with a strong passion for justice
and truth, he speaks plainly - a true leader. I
think he has a keen understanding of humanity
and the dangers of nationalism, racism, and
religious divide. We were honored to have this
lunch with him and it was a unique experience
in many ways. One of the members of our group
asked his opinion regarding anti-Semitism in
Poland-why it still exists given that there are
virtually no Jews left in Poland. The archbishop,
a realist, explained that people want to blame
someone else for their troubles and given
Poland’s history, it is easy to continue a way of
thinking that began many years earlier.

Following our meeting with the Archbishop
(who also gave us beautiful books of pre-war
Jewish life in Poland), we met with the Mayor
and his team. Lublin is a sister city with
Rishon-le-Zion in Israel, and the Mayor is
particularly interested in forming good relations
with the Jewish community of Lubliners
worldwide. This too was an impressive event,
without an agenda, an hour of coffee and general
talk about maintaining on-going contact with
Lubliners. One member of our group was
searching for information on his grandparents,
aunts and uncles; as yet he had not found what
he needed. The mayor reached out and made
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furnaces. They knew that something was
happening, but could do nothing - a law was
enacted that would put anyone to death for
assisting the Jews. The man said he was 16 years
old at the time and attended a vocational school,
where he was learning to make shoes. His
teacher was Jewish, lived in the ghetto, travelled
back and forth each day to his school and then
back to the ghetto. One day he told the students
that he would not be coming any more, “they”
were being taken away. And that was the end,
the town became quiet, the ghetto was
destroyed, the people disappeared. This man
was telling the story in Polish, Michael was
translating, the man was weeping as he told his
tale, and we were weeping as we heard it. It was
an unbelievable moment so stark that it brought
us face to face with the question of what people
really knew about what was happening to the
Jews.

When the stories ended, we went to the
“Szeroka 28” café next to the Brama, where
Tomasz explained his vision for the museum
and the task of educating people about the
Jewish heritage of the city and what happened to
the Jewish population. I asked him why he did
this - what compelled him. He spoke from his
heart, and it became evident that he is a being
whose soul knows that we are all connected -
and if something bad happens to one of us, it
happens to all of us. When I asked him how he
was supported in this work (thinking of the
finances) he told me that if I remembered the
evening and remembered Lublin, it was support
enough. I had no words.

During the evening a young man came with his
guitar and he and Michael sang Yiddish songs.
Like some Poles we met, he is learning Yiddish.
We were joined by the Deputy Mayor and his
wife, who told their story of being Solidarity
participants, of being jailed and having to go to
Australia for 13 years before being allowed to
return. Other colorful figures: an avant-garde
artist who lives in New York but comes back to

Lublin as often as he can and his friend, th
owner of the café, who showcases his art an
keeps a postcard of NY on the wall of the
restaurant. The evening was a scene out of a
movie, only it was real. We sang, we laughed,
we cried, we made connections as if these
people had always been in our lives.

Our trip to Belzec, the extermination camp,
began in the early moming, and we were
transported by a member of the Lublin Mayor’s
staff in a private car. It is about two hours from
Lublin. During a ten- month period in 1942
when it was in existence, approximately
500,000 people, almost exclusively Jews, were
killed. People were brought from all over
Poland, from Austria, Czechoslovakia, and
Germany by train, kept in cattle-cars for days
without food or water until unloaded and killed
by gas or shooting. No crematoria were built;
everyone was buried in mass graves that the
prisoners dug. The Germans razed the camp and
none of the structure remained for subsequent
discovery.

Approximately 28,000 Jews were deported from
the ghetto in Lublin to Belzec in the initial
liquidation. Subsequently, several thousand
others were sent to their deaths. Only 3 people
survived Belzec out of the 500,000.

The memorial was begun in 1997 and completed
in June 2004, a combined effort of the Polish
government (as an extension of the museum at
Majdanek), the US Holocaust Museum and the
American Jewish Committee. It is an
extraordinary place, unlike any other memorial
to the Holocaust I have seen thus far. There is a
vast field which is the area of the mass graves.
Stones cover the ground. Care was taken during
construction not to disturb the graves, even
when heavy equipment was brought in. The
stone is slag, and its color is darker where it lies
over the buried skeletons. It is haunting, massive
and silent. The museum building proper looks
like a bunker and is full of pictures, shoes,
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Bonnie Kramer

Wy [First Visit to Lnblin
and Belzec

In March of this year, my husband Motl
(Michael) Rosenbush and I visited Lublin and
attended a ceremony tc commemorate the
liquidation of Lublin Jewry at the Belzec
extermination camp. This was my first trip to
Poland and I went with much trepidation, not
sure what I would find or how I would feel. It
was a trip of many surprises, constant tears,
more smiles than I could have imagined,
moments that warmed my heart and continue to
bring much joy.

It was in Krakow that we began the deep
experience of being in Poland. We arrived on
the day commemorating the liquidation of the
Krakow ghetto. In Warsaw we experienced the
history of Jewish Warsaw before and during the
war. But Lublin was our purpose in coming to
Poland.

Our trip to Lublin began on March 16. Yossi
Dakar had arranged with the Mayor’s office for
our transportation from Warsaw to Lublin. We
arrived in time for a commemoration at *“ Brama
Grodzka” (Grodzka Gate) which, before 1940,
separated the Jewish from the Christian section
of the city. A local man, Tomasz Pietrasiewicz,
a Pole, felt that the city was not sufficiently
remembering and acknowledging its Jewish

past, both its pre-war vibrancy (it was 1/3
Jewish) and the horrors of the Majdanek and
Belzec death camps nearby. So he and others,
with the support of the Lublin city government,
decided to create an exhibition space-museum,
called “Teatr NN”, at the Grodzka archway,
dedicated to education about Jewish life.

“Teatr NN” set up an outside audio system, and
the evening of our arrival young Poles read the
names of Lubliners who were taken from the
ghetto to the camps. (The evening-March
16-marks the beginning of the liquidation of the
ghetto.) Many people gathered under the
archway, and anyone who wanted to read names
was invited to do so. We heard the names of
several Rosenbushes, Shtokfishes and
Krempels, members of Michael’s family and
family names of members in our group. After
the readings there was a tape of the Kaddish, and
then we walked towards the gate and the lights
went out in the area for a few moments,
signifying the end of life, the darkness and
silence. It was very quiet. And then the
conversations started.

The first was with an older couple, who began
talking with Michael. They had lived near
Majdanek and said that they could smell the

teatmmn.l
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