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RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA

Wojewodztwo lubelskie
Urzad Stanu Cywilnegow Lublinie

ODPIS SKROCONY AKTU URODZENIA

1. Nazwisko Kawa

2.Imie (imiona) Izaak Lejb

3. Data urodzenia dwudziestego listopada tysiac

dziewiecset dw:iziestego piatego (20.11.1925) roku-

e . e e e e e e e e e m  — ————————

5. Fmie (imiona)i nazwisko rodowe ~ Aron Kawa

(ojca)

6. Imie (imiona)i nazwisko rodowe - Tauba Sznajdmil
(matki)
Poswiadcza sie zgodno$¢ powyzszego odpisu
z trescia aktu urodzenia Nr 1084/1925/xv
m Lublin ggja 16.03.2006
Jpiate skarbowq bs
= KIEROWNIK
wkm AT 2 Urzedu §tanu Cywilnego
dokonano znakami
optaty skarbowaj
mgr Andrzej Marciniak
Z-caKierownika USC

7ny' 7¢ AT7 NTIYN
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Jozef Czechowicz

Na wiezy furgotat blaszany kogucik
na drugiej - zegar nucil.

Mur fal i chmur popekat

w zlote okienka:

gwiazdy, lampy.

Lublin nad taka przysiadt.
Sam byt -

1 cisza.

Dokota
pagorow kota,

dymigca czarnoziemu potac.

Mgty nad sadami czarnemi.
Znad taki mgty.
Zamknety sie oczy ziemi

powiekami z mgty.
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Muzyka potaczyta narody

Nastrojowg mzdlitwa zé zmartych rozpoczat sie wezorajszy koncert poswiecony pamigci Zydoéw z Lublina.
Wczesniej jego wspotorganizator — Jozef Dakar — otrzymat tytut Ambasadora Lublina

Syiwia Szewc
(1]

-Gdyby przed zaglada byly takie spot-
kaniajak to, nie musieliby$my opla-
kiwa¢ ludzi, ktorzy uszli z dymem
krematoriow, ktérych imion nie zna-
my - powiedzial ks.dr Alfred Wierz-
bicki, wikariusz biskupi do spraw
kultury.

Stowa uznania dla idei koncertu
przekazal tez minister kultury Kazi-
mierz Ujazdowski. - Cho¢ historia
byta okrutna, pozostala tu na trwa-
le,nakamiennej macewie - czytatlist
ministra posel Krzysztof Michalkie-
wicz. Sam dodal: - Ciesze sie, ze ta
wiezmiedzy narodamijest podtrzy-
mywana.

Orkiestra Filharmonii Lubelskiej
dyrygowata $wiatowej stawy Dalia
Atlasz[zraela. Do filharmonii przy-
byt tez Zvi Avni, kompozytor utwo-
ru,,Kadish”, ktérymrozpoczeto kon-
cert:- Kadishjest modlitwa za zmar-
lych, w ktorej akceptujemy to, jak
uklada sie los czlowieka. MySéle, ze
slowa otwieraja umysly, a muzyka
-serca. Niechiteraz tak bedzie - po-
wiedziat artysta.

Wystep muzykéw poprzedzilo
wreczenie tytutu honorowego Am-
basadora Lublina wspétgospodarzo-
wiimprezy Jozefowi Dakarowi, praw-
nikowi z Tel Awiwu i przewodnicza-
cemu Ziomkostwa Zydow Lubelskich.

-To, ze wystapiliSmy zinicjatywa
nadania tego tytulu panu Dakarowi,
niejest przypadkiem. Budowalibu-
duje relacje miedzy Zydamii Lubli-

Jozef Dakar odblera statuetke Ambasadora Lublina od prezydenta Andrzeja Pruszkowskiego

nem, promuje nasze miasto za grani-
cg -argumentowal prof. Andrzej Ki-
dyba, szef ,Wspolnoty Lubelskie;j”.
- Ziomkostwo, ktére skupia ok. 700
0s6b, utrzymuje kontakty z lubelska
miodziezg i tutejszymi organizacja-
mi. Jézef Dakar w pelni zastuguje na
ten tytul.

Dakar diugo dziekowal za wyr6z-
nienie, najpierw wjezyku angielskim,
potem po polsku: - Traktuje to jako
szczegblne wyrdznienie przyznane
calernu Ziomkostwu.

Pamieé o Zydach, ktorzy zyli
w Lublinie ponad 500 lat to obowig-

zek nie tylko Zyd6w, alei Polakow. To,
ze w koncercie uczestnicza i chrze-
Scijanie, iZydzi daje dobry przyklad,
ze historia tych drugich dotyczy nas
wszystkich.

Prezydent Andrzej Pruszkowski
- drugi gospodarz koncertu - podgla-
dalzzaramieniakartke Dakaraz pol-
skim przeméwieniem. Ciekawskich
zapewnil, ze nie byl to zapis fonetycz-
ny. Oprécz honorowego tytuhy, pre-
zydent wreczyl Dakarowi flage Lub-
lina i symboliczng figurke ,,ambasa-
dora”. ©

23


http://www.gazeta.pl
http://www.gazeta.pl/lublir1

DOES ANYONE HAVE ANY INFORMATION?

About a yecar ago I published a notice in the
Lublin internet forum, looking for information
about my mother’s family from Lublin. After
few months I received a respond that helped me
clarify few things that my sisters and I did not
know

and were revealed to us only after my mother’s
death in January 2005.

Now 1 have arrived at a dead-end in my
investigation, therefore applying

again to all readers for assistance:

My mother. Masha Vronzberg (Masia
Weroncberg) was married to Shmuel Ehrlich
(Szmul Ehrlich). They had a little son Zvi
Hirsh (Cwi Hersz). When the war started my
mother, her husband, Zvi, who was three years
old, and her two brothers hid in a cellar in a
little town near Lublin. One night my mother
and her brothers went to look for food. They
went to their Polish “friends” who just shot
them all. The brothers died on the spot, my
mother was wounded and lay bleeding

on the snow. Germans evacuated her to a
hospital. After her recovery she was sent

to a labor camp in Bergen Belsen and afterwards
to Majdanek.

In the meantime in the cellar her husband
Shmuel Ehrlich and her little son Zvi-Hersh
waited. Shmuel heard distant shooting, and
when his wife and her brothers did not return,
he assumed that they all were killed.

He handed little Zvi-Hirsh to Polish “friends”
to be kept until the end of the war,

for a large sum of money. They killed the little
boy as well.

My mother went through lot of hardship. From
Majdanek she was sent to Auschwitz, where she
was liberated by the Soviet army. Her weight
was 28 kgs.

She went to Lublin to look for her family. She
knew that her parents and brothers were dead

and she looked for her husband and son.

She found out that her little boy was murdered,
her husband survived and married

a woman by the name Esther Rozenbaum
(Estera Rozenbaum). He married her since he
thought that my mother had not survived.
When he found out that his first wife survived,
he divorced his second wife and remarried
Masia. The joy was great. Mother got pregnant.
This joy did not last long, one day two
“hooligans” came to their home shot Shmuel to
death, wounded my mother and ran away.

I am the daughter that was born to Masia and
Szmul Ehrlich - a daughter that never knew her
biological father.

What I am looking for, in order to close the
circle is to find my half-brother.

Apparently after my father divorced Esther
Rosenbaum, she married a Polish-Jewish
general and the two immigrated to the United
States. Esther was pregnant by

Shmuel Ehrlich.

I can imagine that my half brother’s surname is
the same as Esther’s husband’s.

Until now I have not succeeded to discover
the surname of this Jewish general, therefore |
cannot find my half brother. In my opinion he
lives in the United States

of America.

Does anyone have any information that
might help me find my half-brother?

Please write to
Yochi Rabinovitz
my e.mail: yochirabinovitz@gmail.com
tel.: +972 54-8884619
Thank you very much!
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In the museum of Belzec

Belzec. The museum
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Belzec
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they would live.

The Germans ordered the prisoners to sct up a
football team and on Sundays games were being
played. Jews played with SS-men, the same
ones who tortured and murdered them. The SS-
men treated this as a matter of sport, and when
they lost a game they had no complaints.

There wasn’t even one day without a transport.
Mainly women and children were being
conveyed. The Ukrainains employed in the
camp treated people even more sadistically
than the Germans. The Jews were planning a
revolt and a general escape, but due to treason
they had to abandon the plan.

There were also women employed in the camp,
but their number was much smaller than the
number of men. There were no children at all.
Women worked. They were selected from the
transports.

One had always to look content, never to look
sad; Because if an SS-man didn’t like the look
on someone’s face, he would shoot him or send
him to the chimney. At work they used to beat
terribly. To turn around was forbidden, they
shot for that. My husband was the chief tinner,
and 1 think due to this he held out for such a
long time there.

After 9 months of staying in Belzec the
Germans liquidated the camp. Prisoners who
had been working there were taken away,
and all the workshops and the office were
liquidated. In the last few weeks the transports
stopped completely. The stalf and the prisoners
were taken by train right from the camp to
the camp in Sobibor. The Germans told them
they were going to work. But the prisoncrs,
realizing they were being taken in the direction
of Chelm, understood where they were going.
My husband decided to escape. He agreed upon
that with other two companions who were with

him in the same car. They took a plank out of

the car’s floor and then drew lots who was to
escape first. The lot fell upon my husband. He
slipped out of the hole. First he put out the legs
and then he slipped out. He had to lie still until
the train passed, and even then he couldn’t get
up because Germans with automatic guns were
sitting on top of the train. The others were
supposed to escape right after my husband.
They agreed upon a certain place to meet. My
husband waited there, but the others didn’t
show up; they probably failed to escape. My
husband was always certain that he was the
only one who survived.

During his stay in Belzec, according to his and
his companions’ estimation, 800,000 Jews were
murdered there. After he escaped my husband
reached a railway station, where he questioned
a railroad worker about the road to Hrubieszow.
After a short distance he realized that someone
was following him. He understood that the
man had reported him. He was actually round-
up and was being chased by Ukrainians on
bicycles. My husband managed to hide in the
rye. From his hiding place he could observe the
“black™ ones (Ukrainians in black uniforms)
searching in the roadside bushes, illuminating
the area with reflectors and shooting from their
automatic guns. Somchow, in spite of all, he
was saved. Then he got to Janow Lubelski, and
from there to the forest - where he joined the
Partisans of A.L. (People’s Army) at district no.
23, brigade ( ) named alter W.Z. Grzybowski,
He stayed there from March 1944 until the
entrance of the Red Army. During that period
he killed 29 Germans, which is acknowledged
in the order and was awarded the Grunwald
Cross.

Pola Hirszman
Irena Szajewicz
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The reveille took place at 4 o’clock at dawn
and the prisoners turned out for roll-call. The
Germans inspected them and if they did not like
somecone, or if someone looked sick, he would
be selected for the Himmel Kommando [for
death]. At the same time the Jews had to sing
every day: “mountaineer, don’t you regreat...”,
and then everybody went off to work. I only
know there was a place for sorting out things
where my husband worked for some time,
searching clothes and arranging them. Several
times he managed to “pinch” valuables, but he
always threw it away in the toilet since it had
10 value to him: he was ready to die at any
noment. Later on he worked for some time
as a gardner, finally as a tinner. Once he was
repairing the roof of a barrack. The barrack was
situated at the very end of the camp and the
roof was pitched. My husband was calculating
how to slip down the roof without being noticed
and get out of the camp. In a distance he saw
a farmer’s cottage and intended to get through
to it. In the meantime the Germans discovered
that one of the prisoners, a Czechoslovakian
Jew, had been planning an escape. The SS-men
ordered to build gallows. They gathered all the
prisoners and ordered them to participate in the
execution. My husband was told to fetch a rope
and to tie the convict up. My husband managed
somehow to get out of this, since there was one
Jew there who was an expert in tying up and
my husband somehow manipulated that Jew to
do it also that time. Before he was hanged, the
condemned said: “1 am perishing, but Hitler
will die and the Germans will lose the war™.
The prisoners were constantly beaten, and
every day many of the workers from the regular
staff were killed.

Typhus was prevailing, but one had to avoid
admitting the disease. The sick were murdered
on the spot. Getting medical treatment or lying
down was out of question. Sick with Typhus and

with a fever of 40 Celsius degrees my husband
worked and somehow managed to conceal his
condition from the Germans.

He was one of the oldest prisoners. Nobody there
succeeded in lasting out for such a long period
like he did. Later on there wasn’t even such a
great hunger. There was an Ukrainian who used
to buy them food for valuables, and everyone in
the camp had more than enough oppurtunities
to get some valuables. They were also not
badly clad, wearing of course the clothes of
the dead. Transports arrived every day; Mainly
from Poland, but also from other European
countries — Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia
and other. In one of the transports there was an
Ukrainian woman. She possessed document
that proved she was a genuine Aryan and there
was no doubt about it. And yet she went to the
gas chamber. Once you crossed the gate to the
camp, there was no chance to get out of there
alive. Not even any Germans, except for the
camp staff, had access to the camp. About one
kilometer far from the camp there was the camp
office. The commander of the camp also lived in
that house. The staff was residing in the camp. |
remember only one name of an SS-mam, Feix.
It stuck in my memory since he was previously
the commander of the camp in Janow Lubelski.
He was a tall slender blond, very handsome.
In Belzec he was one of the cruelest. I do not
know what was his position there.

Two Czechoslovakian Jewsses were working in
the camp office. They too had never entered the
camp. They even enjoyed a certain freedom of
movement. They often went with the SS-men to
town to arrange different matters. One day they
were told that they would visit the camp. The
SS-men showed them the camp around, and
in a certain moment they led the women to the
gas chamber. When they were inside, the door
was closed behind them; they (The Germans)
finished with then in spite of the promise that
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— to a barrack. We were told to undress before
we go to the bath. I understood immediately
what that meant. After undressing we were told
to form two groups, one of men and the other
of women with children. An SS-man, with the
strike of a horsewhip, sent the men to the right
or to the left, to death — to work.

I was selected to death, I didn’t know it then.
Anyway, 1 believed that both sides meant
the same — death. But when 1 jumped in the
indicated direction, an SS-man called me and
said: “Du bist ein Militarmensch, dich konnen
wir brauchen” [You look like a military man,
exactly what we need]. We, who were selected
for work, were told to dress up. I and some
other men were appointed to take the people
to the kiln. I was sent with the women. The
Ukrainian Schmidt, a volksdeutch, was
standing at the entrance to the gas chamber
and hitting with a knout every entering woman.
Before the door was closed, he fired a few shots
from his revolver and then the door was closed
automatically. 40 minutes later we went in and
carried the bodies out to a special ( ). We shaved
the hair of the bodies, which were afterwards
packed into sacks and taken away by Germans.
The children were not burried on the spot;
The Germans waited until more bodies were
gathered. So that day we did not bury.

[ am managed to observe there were many
people in the camp, all of them Jews. There
were so-called “clean” barracks and dirty
barracks. | was directed to a “clean” one, where

the barrack lockmaster gave me a plank bed.

I wrote the protocol down on March 19,
1946 up to this point. Since the witness could
not proceed with his testimony that day, he
intended to do so the next day.

That same evening he was murdered by 2 or 3
men from N.S.Z. (National Armed Forces).
Now his wife, widow, whom he had told

during their almost one year of marriage all
the details of his stay in Belzec and later his
escape, is following-up his testimony.

Irena Szajewicz

For my murdered husband Chaim
Hirszman

Pola Hirszman

Pola Kaminer was born in Bilgoraj on May 30,
1923. She is deposing what she knows about
Belzec from what her husband told her.

I know, from what my husband told me, that the
camp in Belzec constituted, together with the
barracks for workers (who were recruited from
the transports only), one unit. From the outside
the camp was surrounded by a small forest, so
that nothing could be noticed. There was one
barrack into which all the people destined to
death were driven, its door closed automatically
and people were gased there. Jews-workers
took the bodies out and burried them in the
beginning, while later on they were burned.
My husband told me of a case when one of the
workers was so hungry that while burning the
bodies, he ate up a part of a dead man’s leg.
One day a transport with children up to 3 years
old arrived; I cannot tell their exact number, but
| know they were many. The workers were told
to dig one big hole into the children were thrown
and burried alive. My husband recollected this
with horror. He couldn’t forget how the earth
was rising until the children suffocated.

From what he told me I conclude that there
was no krematorium there, the bodies were
burned at the stake. The camp was like a town.
The streets had even names. The barracks were
made of wood, except for the barrack that had
contained the gas chamber.
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'1'he Jewish Historical District Commission in Lublin

Chaim Hirszman
testimony

Protocol

Lublin, March 19, 1946

Testifying: Hirszman Chaim

Born: October 24, 1912 in Janow Lubelski
Education: Vocational School

Occupation before the war: Mechanic — Metal
Worker

Occupation now: works in W.U.B.P. (District
Office of Public Security)

Previous to the war: lived in Janow Lubelski
and in Stalowa Wola in C.O.P. (Central
Industrial Region in the middle of Poland)
During the occupation: lived in Janow
Recording: Irena Szajewicz

In the year 39°, when the Germans entered
Janow, there were about 4000 Jews there.
Most of the houses were destroyed as a result
of hostilities. A few Jewish stores which had
remained were crushed and robbed.

There were constant street round-ups for labor.
I used to escape or hide and never let them take
me for labor. They used to beat men at work;
once they even killed an elderly Jew.

At the beginning I lived with my parents,
brothers and sisters; afterwards | married and
lived with my wife.

Jews had to wear armband.

There were several Germans whose treatment
was particularly sadistic. Those were: Muller,
a Gestapo-man of middle size, blond with
evil blue eyes and blond hair; Derband, a tall

gendarme, a very handsome brunette with blue
eyes and one leg shorter; Zeis, the head of
Arbeitsamt, who used to treat in a cruel way
Jews that he met on the street.

I worked as a tinner in Engincer Ksiazek
Ferdynand (volksdeutsch) building office.
When I once didn’t appear to work, he reported
me to the Arbeitsamt. Zeis called me to his
office, and when I arrived he beat me. I never
went back to the former firm, but worked in
another building office.

The worst devil was Leng, the last subprefect
of Janow.

Up to September 42° there was no special
“action”. Then all the Jews were ordered to
leave Janow. They were allowed to go either to
Krasnik or to Zaklikow. I went with my family
to Zaklikow. In Zaklikow a segregation took
place.

Men able to work formed one seperate group;
women, children, old men and those considered
unable to work formed another group. I was
sent to the side of those selected for work. But
since my wife and my half-a-year old son were
sent to the opposite side, 1 asked to join them
and was permitted to do so.

We were entrained and taken to Belzec. The train
entered a small forest. Then the entire crew of
the train was changed. SS-men from the death
camp replaced the railroad employees. We were
not aware of this at that time. The train entered
the camp. Other SS-men took us off the train.
They led us all together — women, men, children
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A Letter to Second Generation Lubliners

Robinn Magid

Jewish Records Indexing - Poland project for the Lublin USC.

Dear Yossi and all the Second Generation
Lubliners:

[ heard that your trip to Lublin was very
successful! Mazal Tov on spreading good will
and creating an atmosphere of understanding
between people! 1 wish I could have been there
with you. Thank you for all you do!

I also heard that some people in your group were
disappointed that the Lublin USC Archives
could not find or would not fill their requests for
documents immediately. It therefore seemed to
me to be a good opportunity to explain the
need for and the details of the Jewish Records
Indexing - Poland project for the Lublin USC.
I’ve visited the Lublin USC myself several
years ago, and | know that the clerks do the best
they can to be responsive. They actually work
pretty well given enough time. However, the
Lublin Jewish record books are in various states
of disarray. Many of the indexes to the birth,
marriage and death registers were torn out of
the back of the books at some point in time, and
some were lost or misplaced. Many are in very
bad shape and are difficult to read. The records
between 1901 and 1917 are in Old Russian
Cyrillic and not all clerks can read them.

This is precisely why Jewish Records Indexing
- Poland took on the project to computerize the
indexes to the Jewish records from Lublin from
1901-1945. We received permission for special
access from the Lublin USC. We are now about
95% finished with the project of making the
initial index, and we hope to send our archivists
back to Lublin around September to extract the
parents’ names for all the brides and grooms.
This will give the Lublin USC the ability to
do much faster and more accurate searches for
people visiting them or writing them.
Meanwhile, we have large expenses associated
with producing this index. When complete,
it will be approximately 75,000 entries, not a

minor task to create. JRI-Poland expects that
the project will cost $8000 to complete, and
this includes the expenses of sending teams of
people to Lublin to photocopy and photograph
indexes, and translation services of archivists
who can transcribe the Russian years. It also
includes recreating missing indexes and error
correction.

This project has already led to our ability to
help Shoah survivors remember the names of
their loved ones including a woman who was
too young to remember the name of her older
brother who perished. With our help, her new
grandson in Canada was just named for her
brother and his name lives again.

[ hope that all our Lubliner friends understand
the delicate balance that it takes to create and
maintain a good relationship with the archives
in a foreign country. JRI-Poland is working
hard to be a good friend to the Polish State
Archives and we believe that our efforts will
further everyone’s goal of getting fast access to
their family information. | urge you to support
our project by being aware that any help the
archives provides to a traveler on short notice
is done as a favor, and that the future searches
should be easier once we complete our project.
| also urge every Lubliner to help JRI-Poland
raise the money needed to pay for this very
large project. So far, I've raised $5800 towards
the $8000 from second generation Lubliners
like you and me, and am looking forward to
helping more Lubliners recover the names of
their loved ones.

Anyone interested in helping me fund the
project, please contact me directly, and I’ll
explain the details.

Very best,

Robinn Magid

Kensington, California

RobinnM@aol.com
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put me in touch with the researcher, who very
graciously put together brief biographies of the
other heroes and forwarded to me. | in turn,
extract all the names and the type of missing
personal information, forward to Stanley
Diamond whose JRI-Poland team will look for
the information in the Polish archives. Many
thanks to Stanley Diamond and his team for
having good relationships with the generous
Archiwum Panstwowe w Lublinie. Hopefully,
all the biographies will be completed and the
information added to the gravestones.

Consequently, this work is also of great benefit
to the Ministry of Defense of the State of
Israel, who initiated and is collaborating with
Yad Vashem, in putting together a book called
NETZER ACHARON, (The Last Scion). The
book will consist of biographies of all the
Holocaust survivors who fell for the State of
Israel and were the only survivors of their
families. JRI-Poland will search for and provide
all the missing biographical information.

Finally, many thanks to all who volunteered
their time, energy and expertise. A special
thanks of appreciation from my mother who
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The old gravestone

still sheds tears whenever Urek’s name is
mentioned.

Itzhak Kawa’s memorial page on the Ministry
of Defense Soldier Memorial website can be
viewed at:

http://www.izkor.gov.il/izkor86.asp?t=91882

Please check out Jewish Records
Indexing- Poland website:
http://www.jewishgen.org/jri-pl/

If you have an interest in building your
family tree, JRI-Poland is the site that
will be of great value to you.

Personal information about Itzhak
(Urek) Kawa was provided by my
mother, Eva (Chava) Szek Eisenkeit,
born and raised at Szeroka Street # 40,
Lublin, Poland.
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The new gravestone
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family to live in the Lublin Ghetto, Typhus was
rampant and Aron Kawa fell victim to the
epidemic. Before his death, Aron gave custody
of his children to his brother Berek. As actions
agains the Lublin Jews took place, Urek and
Shimek lost their siblings, uncles Berek and
Yankel lost their wives and children as well.
Exactly how the brothers and their uncles
survived is not known to my mother, but she
does know that they survived in hiding.

On Lubartowska street the surviving Lubliners
only had each other, my mother, who was the
only survivor of a large family, became very
close friends with the Kawas. One day uncle
Berek asked my mother to do him a big favor,
go speak to Urek and ask him not to leave
Lublin for Eretz Israel just yet, to wait for his
uncle so they could leave together. My mother
obliged, spoke to the young man as if he was
her “younger brother”, but to no avail. Urek
was determined to leave for Eretz Israel on his
own, he was “bored in Lublin, all he did was sit
and read books”.

Urek got to Eretz Israel and settled in Hadera,
he was killed in action on April 7,1948. Urek
did not live to see the birth of the State of
Israel and a reunion with his uncles, Berek and
Yankel.

Yossi and I are still on the telephone, he puts
Neta on the phone we figure things out quickly
as Neta did her research at the IDF archives and
had the available information on Urek Kawa..
Here we are, second generation Lubliners,
finding ourselves in a situation that was new to
us, a situation that was a direct consequence of
the Holocaust. In our hands we have a Lubliner
hero who died in Israel’s War of Independence
whose gravestone is incomplete as there were
no other family members to provide the names
of his parents to be engraved on the gravestone.
Neta and I agree that the names of the parents

must be added to the gravestone. T quickly
informed Neta that I have the connections to
get Urek’s birth record through an organization
called Jewish Records Indexing-Poland (JRI-
Poland), that [ am a volunteer as well as a
contributor, and I will e-mail my friend Robinn
Magid and Stanley Diamond, Executive
Director or JRI-Poland.

As fast as | e-mail Stanley Diamond and Robinn
all the facts about Urek Kawa, just as fast came
a reply from Stanley Diamond informing Neta
and myself that JRI-Poland will send their team
to the Archiwum Panstwowe w Lublinie.

Within days, Neta received official extracts
of the birth records of the triplets, Izaak-Lejb,
Szymon-Salomon and Czarna Kawa. [zaak-Lejb
was nicknamed Urek and Szymon-Salomon
was nicknamed Shimek by their parents.

Neta Avidar proceeded to pass on the birth
records to the Soldiers’ Memorial Unit at
the Ministry of Defense of the State of Israel
and arrangements were made to have a new
matzevah engraved and put into place before
Yom Hazikaron.

At last, lzaak-Lejb (Urek) Kawa has been
returned to his family, his parents names, date of
birth and town of birth are on his gravestone.

This achievement was accomplished by
a wonderful team of volunteers, most of us
have never met and had no personal stake
in this work, the enormous satisfaction only
inspired the birth of a new project. I mentioned
to Stanley Diamond that Neta found out from
the researcher at the Ministry of Defense that
there is a long list of Holocaust survivors, the
only survivors of their families, who fell in
the War of Independence and wouldn’t it be
wonderful if we could do for the others what
we did for Itzhak Kawa. Stanley agreed that
indeed it would be a worthwhile project. Neta
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Esther Eisenkeit Minars

Itzhak (Urek) Kawa

One bright morning, the date was approximately
February 20", 2006, the telephone rings. At the
other end is my friend, Yossi Dakar, President
of the Lubliner Organization in Israel, calling
from Tel-Aviv, Israel. The conversation begins
with a big HI from Yossi and quickly continues
to a statement, “we found out that there were
twin brothers, Urek and Shimek Kawa....” |
didn’t need to hear any more. The name Kawa
is very familiar to me, they were Lubliner
friends of my parents. | interjected and said
to Yossi, “hold on a minute, let me grab my
cellular telephone, have to call my mother, the
Kawa family were our friends and my mother
knows everything.”

So here I am, with Yossi on the house phone to
one ear and my mother on the cellular phone
to my other ear. I tell Ima ,(Mom), that I have
a question, “did you ever hear of Urek and
Shimek....? Ima didn’t have to hear the rest
of the question, she said, “what a question? Of
course, the two boys survived the Holocaust
in hiding with Berek and Yankel Kawa, their
uncles”. Ima was so excited and proceeded
to tell me the sad story of Urek and Shimek, I
passed the information on to Yossi on the other
phone as my mother was talking into my other
ear. At the other end, Yossi was repeating the
information on to someone else sitting in his
home in Israel. Later on I found out that it was
Neta Avidar, the historian for the 2™ generation
Lubliner group as well as the editor of Kol
Lublin, who was writing down everything
that Yossi was repeating, (more about Neta’s
contribution, later on).

According to my mother, she only met Urck
Kawa on Lubartowska Street in Lublin in

the immediate days following the liberation
of Lublin by the Russian army in July 1944.
Lubartowska street was were all the surviving
Jews, who came out of their hiding places,
gathered and lived in buildings that were still
intact. Urek lived with his uncles Berek and
Yankel Kawa, his father’s brothers. This is
where my mother met the Kawa family. My
mother was born and raised in Lublin and so
were the Kawa family, all remnants of Jewish
Lublin.

My mother did not get to meet Shimek (Shimon).
A couple of days after liberation Shimek
decided to go back to a village near Lublin to
see about the family property. The Kawa family
owned a folwark, a very large farm estate, (my
mother did not know the name of the village),
Shimek went back to the village and was killed
by the locals who wanted to make sure that the
property would not be reclaimed by the Kawa
family. Shimek was only 19 years old.

As my mother recounted the story of the Kawa
brothers, | asked her what the names of the
parents were. Ima said that she did not know
the mother’s name but knew that the father’s
name was Aron Kawa and he was a brother of
Berek and a half a brother to Yankel.

Urek and Shimek Kawa, two surviving brothers
born of a set of triplets, the third child died in
infancy. In addition, there were three other
daughters to the well to do family, all born in
Lublin to Aron Kawa and Tauba Sznajdmil.
Tauba died in a home accident when the boys
were very young, Aron Kawa never remarried.

The Nazi occupation of Lublin forced the Kawa
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group of visiting Swiss tourists. I sat with them
as they watched a one-man performance of an
Isaac Bashevis Singer play accompanied by a
single mournful clarinet.

Later, I couldn’t help but be caught up in their
enthusiasm as Wacinski, a musician by training,
describes TNN’s ambitious agenda of educating
for local school children, building monuments
to the city’s Jewish past, and attracting tourists,
particularly from Israel.

“We have to deal with it,” Wacinski said of
Lublin’s Jewish past. “This is the story of this
place.”

No one in Lublin today has done more to
preserve that story than Robert Kuwalek,
a Polish historian who splits his time between
the museums at the Majdanek and Belzec
concentration camps.

Kuwalek first heard about Lublin’s Jewish
history from his grandmother, who considered
the day the Germans liquidated the Jewish
ghetto as the worst day of her life.

In the years since, Kuwalek has become
a walking encyclopedia of Lublin’s Jewish
past and patiently answers all the questions of
visitors like me.

[ didn’t get to meet Lublin’s Catholic
Archbishop, Jozef Zycinski, who had led
memorial services for Jewish Holocaust
victims.

Boston Globe columnist Jeff Jacoby recounted
in a story last year how Zycinski and Poland’s
chief rabbi, Michael Schurdrich mixed the
soil from the sites of a synagogue and church

destroyed by the Nazis and planted a Polish
tree and Israeli grapevine as a symbol of
reconciliation.

I appreciate these efforts by Lublin’s non-
Jewish wardens of the city’s Jewish history.
For most people in Lublin, though, Jews are
at best a cultural curiosity. That was the case
with the group of giggling Catholic University
students I sat next to at Cymes restaurant. |
asked them what prompted them to eat there.
They said they were attracted by the food
and Jewish culture, which in its absence, had
become exotic.

One of them, a 25-year-old student who knew
no Jews growing up in Radom, described
himself as a “judeophile.” He enjoys learning
about Kabbalah, reads about Judaism on the
Internet and even enrolled in a Yiddish course
at Lublin’s Marie Curie University.

It’s heartening to see young Poles my age
with genuine interest in Jewish culture. Yet I
left Lublin concluding the 500 year legacy of
Jewish life in Lublin is still as alien there today
as an exhibit on Bedouin or Native American
life.

Seth Stern is a journalist in Washington DC
researching his grandparents’ experience in
Lublin for a possible book. If you are willing
to speak to him about your memories of
Lublin or visits there please email him at
sternse@hotmail.com.
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Seth Stern

Lublin’s authentic and artificial Jewish reminders

Walking around Lublin’s Old Town last year, I
came upon a restaurant where Klezmer music
blared from the stereo outside. The word
“shalom™ above the archway welcomed guests
who descended into the basement restaurant
named Cymes.

Inside, framed postcards and pictures of
Orthodox men in prewar street scenes covered
the walls. Jewish delicacies such as gefilte fish,
blintzes and hamantashen filled the menu.

For a moment, you might think Jews had never
left Lublin.

But the illusion quickly fades. I noticed the
same pictures repeated all over the restaurant,
just like in an American chain restaurant
decorated with mass-produced nostalgia. Then
the food came. The hamantashen were the right
shape but the dough tasted nothing like the
Purim cookies I knew.

Cymes’ hamantashen pretty well encapsulate
the Jewish presence in Lublin, the city where
my grandparents, Bronia (Sznajdermesser) and
Nuchim Grin, grew up. Sixty years after they
left Lublin for the last time, I found only traces
of the city they knew.

I saw the building where my grandmother was
born at the intersection of Kowalska and Rybna.
[t’s now a Citibank.

I walked past the apartment house on
Lubartowska Street where she lived when the
Germans invaded. Frichtman’s fruit store on the

ground floor is now a sneaker shop featuring
the latest Adidas. The open-air market across
the street where she trailed her mother as a little
girl is now a supermarket.

And I peered through the window of her former
high school where she met my grandfather at a
high school dance in the fall of 1932.

I took pictures of all those sites and showed
them to my grandmother when I got home. She
looked through them with some interest but
didn’t want to keep any for herself.

I understand why she didn’t want the pictures
— the same reason why she and my grandfather
never wanted to return to Lublin. The city she
knew is gone and all that’s left are painful
reminders of what she lost there.

To be fair, not all reminders of Lublin’s Jewish
heritage are quite so artificial as Cymes’
restaurant. Just inside the Rybna Gate, earnest
artists at the TNN theater recreate that heritage
for local students and tourists.

Black and white photos of life on Nowa
Street hang on the walls of TNN’s multi-story
labyrinth of a building that extends over Rybna
Gate. Visitors can walk around a huge three-
dimensional scale model of the entire Jewish
Quarter carefully built by a Polish craftsman
that fills an entire room.

I listened as a German student volunteer
translated comments spoken in Polish by TNN
vice director Marcin Wacinski into German for a
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The old cemetery:
The single path wound up a small hill filled with old trees, some intimately close and touching
the remaining fragments of the stones




the Jewish heritage of Lublin.) But, for me it
was incongruously beautiful, lush with spring
green. The single path wound up a small hill
filled with old trees, some intimately close and
touching the remaining fragments of the stones.
There was a sense of loneliness, for who would
come to pray? But we were a large group ‘who
knew from whence we came’ and maybe our
memorial prayers lent some peace to the hill
cemetery?

On Shabbat, the group walked from the hotel
to the Yeshivath Chachmei Lublin where the
learned members of our group (together with
an emissary from a yeshiva in Warsaw) held the
first Shabbat service in over 60 years. There are
only a handful of Jews living in Lublin today
but they managed to graciously host a Kiddush
meal for us. Oddly though, I sensed that we
were as strange to them as they were to us.

Travel for me always includes bookstores. The
bookstores and the tourist information center
in Lublin contain no less than five books and
numerous pamphlets about the history and
heritage of the Jews of Lublin. Although there
is a positive aspect to this, it made me feel as if
we were considered as some extinct tribe.

Teatr NN spared no effort in taking us on a
detailed virtual tour of what was once a vibrant
Jewish community. Although the staff members
are much too young to have walked the old
streets, one senses that they have a powerful
connection to the places that they describe,
that those streets are as familiar to them as is
their own city today. At the conclusion of the

visit, when Vitek took out his guitar and began
a round of Yiddish songs, one could only feel a
deep appreciation for the depth and intensity of
the efforts of Teatr NN to discover and preserve
the memory of our lost community. Someday
I will have the courage to ask them what is
always on my mind, “why?”

Belzec and Majdanek were horrific places.
We have a myriad of questions about them.
Rarely would one find oneself in these places
accompanied by someone whose soul purpose
in life is seemingly to find the answers. This,
of course is Robert Kuwalek, the historian and
Director of Belzec, whose passion extends
from the broad political matters of World War
II, to the concerns of an individual family
member. The group was honored to have
Kuwalek accompany us to Belzec, Majdanek,
and Zamosc. With his enduring patience and
his attention to detail, he provided the history,
the context and the stories that were so essential
to our understanding. The world needs more
Kuwaleks.

There is a key player in all of this, Yossi
Dakar. Somewhat reticent to take center
stage, the President of the Israeli Lubliners
has for several years focused on his goal of
establishing a virtual presence for us in Lublin.
He has fostered relationships and unearthed
information. He has been able to establish a
foothold for us in Lublin. It is now a place that
is accessible to us, where we can go, and learn,
and see what once was.




With His Excellency, the Archbishop of Lublin, Jozef Zycinski




Esther Mandelay

Observations from a Trip to Lublin

The audience was clapping. The concert
hall wvibrated with the emotions of the
evening. Then there was the gesture. The
conductor presented the musicians with single
flowers from her bouquet. Was this purely a
recognition and appreciation of their musical
achievement, or was there more? Perhaps
this was an acknowledgement that through
their performance they too had been given the
opportunity to honor the memory of the Jews.
With this thought am I presuming or am 1 just
hoping?

In June of 2006 Dalia Atlas, the esteemed and
world-renowned conductor, fulfilled a personal
commitment to commemorate the tragedy that
befell her family and the Jewish community
of Lublin by conducting the Philharmonic
Symphony Orchestra of Lublin.

This concert was the impetus for yet another
trip to Lublin by the members of the Isracli
Lubliner association. By giving this concert,
Dalia Atlas enabled all of us to commemorate
the fate of our families during the Holocaust.
What an enormous gift.

Although I had made my first trip to Lublin a
year before, I did not hesitate in my decision
to go again. The question was why? Certainly |
still had much to learn in Lublin and the concert
was an important focus, but there was another
dimension. 1 was curious to go with a large
group of Israelis. | was interested to see Lublin,
Belzec and Majdanek through their eyes.

Tzvi Avni, the composer of “Kaddish”, which
was performed at the concert, had been invited

to join us on the trip. Although it must have
been very special, not to mention challenging,
to perform a work with the composer present,
the interpretation was not left merely to those
on stage. Tzvi Avni, shyly but graciously took
the opportunity to briefly speak to the audience.
I sensed that this added an important dimension
to the audience’s understanding. It also
personified the purpose of the concert and our
presence in Lublin in a very direct and poignant
way. Was this another uniquely creative Israeli
gesture?

In each city there are the prominent people. In
Poland the church reigns supreme. What it is
does, or does not do, is significant. It a country
of complexities and contradictions, supporters
of Jewish heritage as well as anti-semites. So,
when one observes that the highest-ranking
member of the church does not shy away from,
but overtly and consistently supports positive
relations with the Israeli Lubliners, it is not
insignificant. It is something to clearly take note
of. In Lublin, His Excellency, the Archbishop
of Lublin, Jozef Zycinski is this person. The
questions that T usually ask myself of persons
of power and influence begin to disappear. It is
enough that today he is a positive force.

The cemetery was old, dating back to 1490
according to the Lublin tourist literature,
with only a few headstones remaining. Most
of the headstones were used by the Nazis as
building material for Majdanek and other
concentration camps. (The staff of Teatr NN
can only be lauded once again for maintaining
the cemetery as one aspect of their support of




Horowitz called the Iron Head. We should recall other famous rabbis like
Maharshal and Hamaharam, Shachna, zzadik Hakohen. And of course rabbi Meir

Szapiro — the founder of Yeshiva Chachmej — the most prestigious Talmudical
school before the Second World War.

One of the best Jewish commanders in the independence war of nineteen
fourty-eight was general lcchak Sade, born in Lublin as Icek Landsberg.

We are in a concert hall named after Henryk Wieniawski, who was born
in Lublin and whose family had Jewish roots. Without the presence of Jews in
Lublin we wouldn’t have had this great Polish violin player.

Jewish Lubliners were Polish citizens. Their history and their Extermination,
we all know about, are a part of the history of Poland.

The fact that we are in this place together this evening — the representatives
of various communities of Lublin, Christians and Jews — participating in such
a special event, is a good example that the history of the Jews in Lublin concerns
everyone. | hank you dear Lubliners and guests for your participation in this concert
and your presence here.

Before the war the population of Jews in Lublin was about forty thousand.
The history has treated them cruelly. Nowadays there are only over seven hundred
of us, including those who live in Lublin. We consider ourselves a lively Jewish
fellowship. Most of us are the second or third generation descendants of the Jews
who lived in Lublin.

In our present times it's possible to be a part of life of a city even when you
do not live in it permanently. Modemn means of transport and communication allow
us to be connected with Lublin in many ways, even if we do not live here every day.

We feel that we make a part of socio-cultural life of Lublin. Today’s concert
is an example of our openness and abilities. | think about our next initiatives. The
atmosphere for further work and cooperation is very good. Thank you for what has
been happening.

| first came to Lublin six years ago. From the beginning many people
received me with open arms. Today they are my friends.

I wish to express my outmost gratitude to his Excellency archbishop of
Lublin Jézef Zycifski and the major of Lublin Andrzej Pruszkowki. | would like to
thank them for their generosity, friendliness and cooperation. | wish to thank all of
those who have helped organize the concert. | thank you all for coming. | trust that
for all of us this concert will be a real spiritual and musical feast.

Josef Dakar




Honorary Ambassadorship - Acceptance Speech

by Joseph Dakar

| am very grateful for today’s event and the meeting in Lublin. Thank you for
presenting me with the title of “Honorary Ambassador of the city of Lublin”. | treat it
as a special commendation for the whole Jewish Organization of Lubliners, and that
is how | receive it. On behalf of all members of our association | feel highly honored.

I have the honor of representing Jewish Organization of Lubliners that
associates Jews who live in Israel and all over the world. With me | have a group of
people. 1 would like to shortly introduce only a few of them.

First is my wife Noja, who has been actively involved in the community
service. Without her | would not have been able to do what we have managed to
achieve together. '

| wish to emphasize the presence of Neta Avidar- Zytomirski, the editor of
our yearbook , Kol Lublin”, a faithful partner in the work throughout the years.

From Washington came Michael Rozenbusz, native Lubliner.

Esther Mandelay is with us. Her energy, manual skills and her vision have
been an asset in our work.

Especially for this concert came Cvi Avni, a well-known composer, the
composer of the piece “Kadish”, his parents came from Poland.

Finally, last but not least, Dalia Atlas, a wonderful, world-famous conductor,
who has prepared the concert dedicated to the memory of the Jewish Community
of Lublin. Dalia Atlas’ mother — Réza, from the family of Szapiro, was bom and
spent her childhood in Lublin.

The concert carries two messages. | he first is the responsibility of both
Jews and Poles to commemorate the Jews who lived in Lublin and were killed by
the Nazis.

The history of Jews in Poland is a part of the history of the whole Jewish
nation. [t is also a part of Polish history. Jews have lived in Poland for eight hundred
years and in Lublin for over five hundred. The Jewish community in Lublin was
wonderful. For over two hundred years Lublin was a center of Jewish self
government in the Republic of Poland. Lublin used to be called Polish Jerusalem — it
used to be one of the most important centers of Jewish spiritual life — in terms of
religion, law, culture and traditon. We cannot talk about Lublin without
remembering rabbi Icchak Horowitz — Widzacy from Lublin or rabbi Azrel




Honorary Ambassadorship - Acceptance Speech

Rishon Lezion, sent Tanya Lantzman, Director
of the municipality’s Cultural Department, to
the concert, and we would like to thank Tanya
for joining us and the Mayor for sending her.

The Tour

It should be noted that the Municipality
of Lublin provided us with transportation
throughout our trip, at its expense.

In addition, the Municipality organized
a gala dinner for the entire group, with the
participation of the Mayor.

We would like to thank the Municipality of
Lublin from the bottom of our hearts for its
generous and welcoming hospitality.

The tour included the emotional experience of
morning prayers at the Yeshiva of Chachmej
Lublin, on the Sabbath, which was also the
holiday of Shavuot (outside of Israel the
holiday is celebrated for two days). We also

visited the Belzec and Majdanck concentration
camps. We enjoyed an exciting visit to the N.N.
Theater in Lublin.

On the way back to the airport we visited
Nalenczow and Kazimierz-Dolni.

We intend to continue our cultural cooperation
in Lublin, which will include performances
with the Philharmonic in Lublin, as well as
exhibitions.

On June 8, 2007 Dalia Atlas will conduct Verdi’s
La Traviata with the Lublin Philharmonic. An
exhibition of the works of artist Neta Avidar is
scheduled to take place in Lublin at that time.

On November 17, 2007 Israeli pianist Nimrod
Reitman will perform Beethoven’s Third Piano
Concerto, with the Lublin Philharmonic.

Joseph Dakar
Chairman of the Organization




A few Words from the Chairman
about the Organization’s Activity over the Past Year

This past year has represented a step up in the
organization’s activity. The crowning glory was,
of course, the concert in Lublin and the visit by
the group that came to attend the concert.

In addition, we continued with our regular
activity of publishing the Voice of Lublin,
holding our annual convention and holding
the memorial ceremony at Nachalat Yitzhak
Cemetery.

In addition, a group of active members meets at
my house on a monthly basis.

The Concert

The concert took place on June 2, 2006 at the
Philharmonic Orchestra hall in Lublin. The
Lublin Philharmonic Orchestra was conducted
by conductor Dalia Atlas, a member of our
organization.

Dalia Atlas conducted on a voluntary basis, and
even paid for her trip to Lublin.

We extend our eternal gratitude to Dalia Atlas
for her donation.

The concert program was as follows:

- Kaddish, by the Israeli composer Zvi Avni

- Winter-Spring, by the Jewish composer
Ernest Bloch

- Symphonic poems by the Polish composer
Mieczyslaw Karlowicz

- Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony

The concert was entitled Memorial Concert
for the Jewish Community of Lublin, and
was hosted by the Mayor of Lublin, Andrzej
Pruszkowski, and your devoted servant.

The concert was sponsored by the Archbishop
of Lublin his grace Jozef Zycinski and the Polish
Minister of Culture Kazimierz Ujazdowski.
The audience consisted of over 600 invited
guests.

The invitations and program were prepared
by the Municipality of Lublin to a very high
standard.

Composer Zvi Avni attended the concert and
presented his work, Kaddish. Zvi Avni also
paid his own fare, and we would like to thank
him from the bottom of our hearts for joining.
Meir Nitzan, the Mayor of Lublin’s twin city
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Conductor Dalia Atlas, Mayor of Lublin Andrzej Pruszkowski,
Chairman of Lublin Jewish Organization Joseph Dakar
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