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My Kuperblum grandparents were small time
bakers in Pulawy and during the winter months they
baked what I seem to remember looked like muffins.
A young boy sold them on the street, covered with
a rag, to keep them warm and he delivered several
to our home every morning. My mother would slice
it in half dab a little butter, sprinkle the two halves
with sugar and serve it for breakfast. Needless to
say, I can still taste them and would love to know
what they were made of. In Yiddish they were called
Bubales and I think they tasted like the brown kasza
(buckwheat).

I'wonder if you could mention this in your publication
in the hope that a former Pulawian might respond.

VP PO TN

If one of Pulawy members can come up with the
recipe for Bubalech, that will call for a celebration.
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_ The aim of Zionism is the gradual
'-.%nsformmon of Palestine (Tramsjordan
uded) into a Jewish State.

° ' Le Sionisme a pour but la trams-
formation graduelle de la Palestine, la
Transjordanie comprise, en un Etat Juif.
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LT S S— ¥ Maccabi Pulawy” football team, 1934. My uncle
* Pinchas sits in the front row, first from left
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Donations

There is a long outstanding tradition of the Lubliner organization not to oblige people
to pay for membership in the organization, or for having “Kol Lublin” Running the
organization and especially issuing “Kol Lublin” require however a considerable financial
expense.
If you feel that issuing “Kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the organization are
worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and freewill contribution to the Lubliner
Organization.
Such donation can be effected either by:
. bank transfer to account of the “Lubliner Organization” Bank Hapoalim 12,
Branch No. 681, Account No. 492570
. IBAN: IL 13-0126-8100-0000-0492-570
. A cheque in order of the “Lubliner Organization” mailed to Joseph Dakar
PO.B21312, Tel Aviv 6121201
Email: lublin.jewish.org@gmail.com
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The villages Jack was wandering through in the region of Lublin
Wola Korybutowa, Chojeniec, Majdan, Marynin, Dobromysl, Kulik,
Streczyn,Malinowka, Kaniwola, Gielczew.
Shtetls: Siedliszcze n/w, Cycow, Piaski, Chelm.
Most of them are in this map.

Thanks to Pinchas Zajonc for the Maps




“What’s the matter, Jankele, don’t you like it?”
asked Cousin Sarah.

My tears dropped into the soup. I lowered my
head, spooning the soup with the tears.

For the first time since leaving home, I rested my
head on areal pillow and covered my body with soft
feather bedding.

Sleep came easily. When I woke up the next
morning, I lay in a puddle of urine. If only I had
wings, I thought, I would fly out the window. I
don’t know how I managed to leave the bed and get
dressed without waking them. I made my way down
the stairs on tiptoes and walked onto the street.

It is the winter of 1941. Lublin is covered with
snow. My mother carries Josele in one arm; our
meager possessions are bundled in a bed sheet over
her shoulder. My mother keeps repeating, “Hold on
to me, Jankele.”

At the intersection German soldiers are pointing
their machine guns at us.

“Move on!” they order us, indicating the
direction to the assembly point.

“Hold on to me, Jankele,” pleads my mother and
her voice fades from my memory.

The blinding sun’s glare brought me back to
the present. Buildings swayed, the street spun.
“Mama!” I called out, “Where are you?” A
crowd gathered around me. I wanted to escape,
but a paralyzing pain in my knees prevented me. I
couldn’t walk. A fever rushed through my body and
I vomited, splattering the sidewalk with remnants
of the gefilte fish and the once sweet chicken soup.

After several more wet nights, Cousin Sarah
accompanied me to an orphanage, where she
assured me I would be better off.

“How come you can’t speak Yiddish?” asked
some of the orphans after I had been there for a
while.

“I forgot.”

“Maybe you never knew it, eh? You call yourself
Jankele, but you don’t look or act like a Jankele.

And what’s this?” asked one, displaying the Saint
Francis medallion I had hidden under the mattress
upon my arrival. I felt like a shadow, a ghost, or
even less than that.

One night, I was awakened by a whisper, “He’s
aJew!”

I opened my eyes and was blinded by a flashlight.
My bedcover was on the floor and faces were
staring at my nakedness. Jumping out of bed I began
swinging my arms. The gang quickly scattered. I
followed and stumbled. The lights were switched
on. Eyes peeked out from under blankets. Others
feigned sleep. I pulled at their covers and smashed
whatever was in my path.

“You jerks! You cowardly bastards! Bloody
Christ killers! Hitler should have made soap out of
all of you,” I screamed.

They stared in silent disbelief. Then I felt
a blow in my stomach, another in my head, and I
fell hitting the floor. I was picked up and slugged,
kicked and punched, accompanied by infuriating
shouts.

The next morning when I awoke, my
pillow was drenched in blood. My face was bruised,
my right eye was half closed and I was swollen
everywhere.

A recent arrival to the orphanage who had
witnessed the scuffle, befriended me. His survival
was similar to mine, and like me, he still prayed to
Jesus and surprisingly even managed to secretly
attend church on Sundays. One day he divulged he
had arranged for his priest to baptize and send us to
a place no one could find.

On the appointed day when we reached the
church, he scaled the stairs to the open, welcoming
heavy door and entered into the darkness, while I
watched from below. “What if my mother survived
and came looking for me? And Moishe, surely he’s
alive! And my father is probably in the Russian army
and he’ll be searching for his Jankele.” And with
that, I ran to the Registry office where, with the hope
of connecting with lost ones, Jews left depositions
of their survival on a message wall. Picking up a
pencil hanging from a string and locating a blank
spot, I scribbled: Jankele Kuperblum is alive!




Is it really me? Would my family recognize
me? Where shall I go? I approached a stranger, but
quickly turned from him. If I ask him about Jews, he
might suspect and ...

In the end I chose an individual walking in my
direction and casually asked, as if the question
carried no importance: “I hear the Jews are back?”

“You’re aJew!” and he grabbed me by the sleeve.
“No!” I protested, and loosened his grip.

“Wait!” he called after me. We turned a corner.
“Look,” he pointed to a droshky with a mustached
driver with two well-dressed passengers reclining in
comfort. “Yours!”

My heart pounded. I studied the passengers.
Instantly, I transformed them into shifty speculators
with long hooked noses. I had nothing in common
with these herring merchants, usurers and garlic
eaters. I wanted to farm the soil and live by the labor
of my own hands.

“Come! Come!” called my guide, and I followed.

I wonder what Mr. Kozak is doing at this
moment? Perhaps I should make my way to the
highway and hitch a ride to Piaski?

“There!” said he, pointing to a short stocky man
leaning against a courtyard gate. “One of yours,” he
pushed me and disappeared into the crowd.

The stocky man took a puff on a cigarette, eyeing
me with suspicion. “Are you a Jew?” I asked, with
a mixture of repulsion and kinship. He turned from
me and proceeded toward the courtyard. “I’m a Jew,
from Pulawy,” I ran after him.

“Be on your way, boy!” he barked angrily over
his shoulder, and opened a door, about to enter, but
I held onto his jacket.

“Please believe me!” I pleaded.

He responded in a language I did not understand.
It may have been Yiddish.

“This shagitz says he’s a Jew,” he addressed a
passing neighbor. Both rocked with laughter. Before
I knew it, the two vanished into a building, bolting
the door. I pounded on it. “If you don’t go away, I'll
call the police,” I heard the threatening voice.

“Please,” I begged, “I’ll pull down my pants to
prove it.”

The door slowly opened. “Come,” he said, and
led me down a dark hallway and into a dimly lit
room.

A bear of a man with curly red hair laid on an
iron bed as a brood of children jumped on him.
Finally focusing on me, he asked in a hoarse voice,
“What have we here?”

“He claims he’s from Pulawy”

The bear motioned to come closer. “Who’s your
father?” he snapped.

“Zelik Kuperblum,” 1 answered somewhat
afraid.

“Zelik’s son? You're Zelik’s son? The baker
Chaya-Yeta’s grandson then!” I nodded. “A relative
of yours lives down the street,” he said. A chill
raced through my veins, wondering who it might
be. “Follow me,” said the man who had brought me
there and after a short walk led me into a courtyard
and there, in a shop, introduced me to a barber
busily shaving a customer.

After hearing me out, the barber bolted from the
shop shouting toward a window above! “Sarah!”
A young woman stuck her head out. “Come down
quickly!” Panting, she flew down the rickety stairs.
“Who do you think this is? Take a guess,” urged her
husband.

“What’s to guess? A peasant.”

They both shot questions at me. How had I
survived? What happened to my parents? They in
turn explained how we were related.

The connection was nebulous, but I was pleased
to be attached to someone ... anyone.

The apartment consisted of two tiny rooms.
The freshly scrubbed floors were covered with
newspaper. Cousin Sarah began to chop fish, and
the staccato sound conjured up so many images as
did the aromas emanating from the stove, which
brought back memories of my childhood in Pulawy.

At dinner, Sarah covered her head with a
white shawl and, closing her eyes, she blessed the
candles with circling hand motions. I looked at her
face and was reminded of my mother.

First we ate gefilte fish with horseradish
and chalah, followed by chicken soup with noodles
and lima beans. The taste was so familiar and yet so
very foreign. Mesmerized by the flickering candles,
I stopped eating. When I glanced up, I caught my
hosts studying me.




Jankele Kuperblum, the other Franek Zielinski. I
could visualize the latter, but Jankele Kuperblum
was almost a blur in my eyes. I feared forgetting
my real name and repeated it often to myself in the
dark of night.

Terrible guilt beset me and my inner voice
rebuked me. Shame Jankele! Shame! You’re free
and yet you make no attempt to return to the fold.
I had survived, I thought, but for what? Where are
the others?

In the village, stories circulated of returning Jews
reclaiming their properties and being found floating
in the river. “Mr. Kozak!” I addressed my employer.
He puffed on his pipe and kept turning the wheel of
the chaff-cutting machine. “Mr. Kozak,” I blurted
out with a trembling voice, “Mr. Kozak, I'm a Jew!
I think it would be better if I left.”

His eyes bulged with anger. “Never!” he shouted.
“I saved your life, boy! All of us could have been
killed and everything we own could have been
burned to the ground! You’ll stay right here, and
work for me the rest of your life!”

Nevertheless, I made plans to leave, but when |
prepared to gather my few possessions, my clothes
were missing.

The next day I recanted. “The truth is I have
nowhere to go.” My clothes were returned.

Another week went by. Although it was a warm
day, I put on my two pairs of underwear, two shirts
and both of my trousers. As usual Mr. Kozak
hitched the horses and everyone, dressed in their
Sunday best, mounted the wagon for the journey to
the Piaski church.

“Franiu, we’re waiting,” I heard.
“I overslept.” I shouted back from the barn.

“Vio,” I heard the familiar command and click
of the tongue, followed by the horse’s rhythmic trot,
the screeching of the wheels and then silence.

I entered the house and found Cesia, Kozak’s
fifteen year old daughter. “I’m going to late mass,”
I said.

The village was deserted and unusually quiet.
A black dog stared at me but did not bark. At any
moment | expected a pointing gun from behind a
curtain or barn door, and then, the shot.

I was terrified, and would have turned back had I
not been almost at the other end of the village. Step
by step, I moved on, whistling and faking a smile.
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Eight more properties and I'll be out; I comforted
myself... seven more, six. I took another step. I
looked to the left, to the right ... five more ... four
more ... three more ... two.

The road led downhill. The silence was broken
by chanting coming from the church. I moved on,
staring at my feet as they trotted quickly over the
cobbled road, leading to the highway out of town.

The chanting came to a dead stop. I hesitated. The
church loomed before me, and there, sitting erect
in the driver’s seat of his wagon, was Mr. Kozak.
We stared at each other. I took a step backwards.
Mr. Kozak didn’t flinch. I took another step, then
another, but he remained frozen to his seat, staring.
I galloped toward the highway. “You’re a sneaky
Jew,” accused one of my voices. “The poor man
saves your life and the first opportunity you have,
you run out on him. How ungrateful and typical of
your tribe!”

“Im grateful,” I defended myself. “I wish I
could tell him how much he has taught me, and how
I truly love him.”

I returned to the Shtetl where I had last seen
my mother. No one was waiting for me. At a
time when Jewish boys have their Bar Mitzvahs,
I entered a church and asked to be baptized. The
priest suggested I come back when I turn twenty-
one, and advised I go to Lublin where I would find
other survivors.

On the train I met a boy returning home to
Lublin and asked him if it’s true that the Germans
had left and the Yids are back. “They’re crawling
like bedbugs out of a mattress,” he replied.

I spent the night on the station floor and early
the next morning faced the city covered in mist. I
started to walk, seeing only a few meters in front
of me. I saw no one, but heard footsteps and motor
vehicles coming from all directions. I was hesitant,
uncertain and fearful.

Soon a glowing sun made its appearance and a
full street came into view. I stopped, looked about,
feeling like a forest animal lured out into the open.
If I could, I would have gladly returned to the safety
of the Kozak farm.

In a store window I caught the image of a young
boy with cropped hair, torn trousers, and bare feet
caked in dirt.




By nightfall T had found lodging, but when it
was evident I didn’t know the Lord’s Prayer, I was
slapped across the face and escorted to the door.

I gave myself a new name, pilfered a prayer
book and cross, and presented myself as a Christian
orphan, my father on forced labor in Germany, and
due to a cruel stepmother, which I modelled after
the witch in Hansel and Gretel, I took to the road.

The first villager I encountered took one look at
me and broke into peals of laughter, pointing to the
large cross around my neck, and the prayer book on
display in my hand and said “A Jew boy!”

My dark hair and eyes, which mirrored a thousand
years of terror, were not in my favor, neither was
my poor, accented Polish. A dead giveaway was my
guttural Yiddish enunciation of the letter ‘R.’

To blend in and be rid of the lice, I sheared off
my hair, and carefully deleted words with the letter
‘R’ from my vocabulary. It was not so much the
way one looked, but the way one acted, sounded,
behaved. It was important not to appear fearful and
not to run from danger.

Though petrified, I dared riding bareback an
untamed stallion. When assigned to drown two
diseased kittens, I performed the dreaded deed with
seeming relish. Another time, I joined in chasing
a runaway Jew. On occasion I played hide-and-
seek. In this version, the one hiding was a Jew. My
playmates begged to be the Jew, but when it was my
turn, and they couldn’t find me, they complained
that I made a lousy Jew.

My greatest nightmare was my circumcision.
How much easier it would have been had I been
born a girl. I contemplated replacing what the mohel
had removed with chicken skin.

On the whole, the peasants were kind. Their lives
were hard, with little to show for their labor, but
they would offer a homeless urchin a piece of bread
or a night’s lodging in the barn or by the stove. One
night here and another there, I made myself useful
by feeding animals, chopping wood, fetching water
from the well and entertaining children with card
tricks, stories, songs and drawings. Some would cry
when I was shooed out the next morning

One devout peasant, suspecting me, advised,
“It’s never too late. Believe in Jesus and you’ll be
saved.”

Although my father was a nonbeliever, my
mother had instilled the fear of God in me. I
remembered her blessing the Shabbat candles, the
sips of the sweet wine in the synagogue, sitting in
my Zaidy’s Sukkah, asking the four questions at the
Seder table at our last Pesach in the Warsaw Ghetto.

I looked to the Almighty for guidance and
protection, but as time wore on, my faith weakened
and I began to wonder whether He was still alive
or had died of old age. How else could my childish
mind explain his indifference to our sealed fate?

By the spring of 1943, I found full time
employment with a boorish farmer. When I was
there almost a year, he questioned, “How come you
never write to your father?

“I don’t have his address, sir.”
“Why not get it from your stepmother?”

I sat down to write when my employer peeked
over my shoulder saying, “You write like a Jew.”

Early the next morning, I fled some distance and
under a new name, spent the next year working for
Adam Kozak in the village of Gielczew near the
town of Piaski, not far from Lublin.

In summer of 1944, I found myself with my herd
between the retreating Germans and advancing Red
Army. The battle was so terrifying that I feared my
demise. How ironic, I thought, to have outwitted
Hitler, only to perish when I could almost taste
freedom! And so, as I had done so many times
before, I turned to Jesus, promising that if He saved
me, I would believe in him forever. I had made
similar deals with Him many times before. This
time I really meant it.

Since my arrival at the Kozaks, I had attended
church on Sundays and I continued doing so after
the liberation even though I understood little of
what went on. When others knelt, I knelt; when
others stood, I stood; when the lady next to me
turned a page in her prayer book, so did I; and when
someone in front crossed himself, I followed. I
wanted to stop this charade and found myself going
to church instinctively. My daily prayers were no
longer aimed at fooling people; I was saying them
with conviction and sincerity.

Such discoveries upset me, for now I realized
how far removed I had become from Jankele
Kuperblum. There seemed to be two of me: one
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for a few looters smashing down doors and lugging
out household contents. The night before, May 18",
1942, the Germans and their henchmen had emptied
the town of all Jews, deporting them to Sobibor.

On the way back, Mrs. Peizak changed my name
from Jacob to Kubus, saying it was more fitting.
I resumed my chores and as the summer wore on
I came in contact with wandering Russian POWs
who had escaped from nearby Chelm. Somehow,
they had acquired rifles and munitions to sabotage
German interests and had befriended Mrs. Peizak
whose home became their headquarters. Sundays
they would gather to devour mounds of pierogi
and liters of vodka, entertaining us with Russian
songs to the accompaniment of an accordion. One
in particular, Vania, was very kind to me, offering
hope that the war would soon end and I would be
reunited with my father.

In time the Germans retaliated against these
insurgents, surrounding the area and ordering all the
inhabitants to assemble in the village center. They
went from house to house in search of fugitives. It
was too risky for me to show my face in the midst
of the villagers and so I stayed behind and hid in
the root cellar where potatoes were stored for the
winter. I stayed there for hours, listening to the
sounds of two Germans searching the premises. I
held my breath and prayed, admonishing God for
making me a Jew. Why not a cow, a horse? I even
envied the insects crawling all about.

Many of our comrades perished that day. We
came across Vania’s bullet-riddled body and buried
him. Those found protecting Jews and POWs were
tortured and murdered in brutal fashion.

To shelter a Jew or POW meant death to the
family and ten surrounding neighbors. After that,
fear invaded the village, resulting in the departure
of the surviving fugitives.

Shortly thereafter, Mrs. Peizak’s eighteen year
old son, Stashek, returned from forced labor in
Germany, espousing his admiration for Hitler and
the miraculous things he was doing, especially
ridding the planet of the Yids. When he caught
me not crossing myself at mealtime, he began to
suspect that his mother had lied about my identity
and he argued to get rid of me.

Around that time, Uncle Moishe surprised me.
How happy I was to see him! At sunset when it was
time to leave the pasture, he detained me, slowly
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revealing he had nowhere to go. Luckily, Mrs.
Peizak agreed he could help out with the harvest.
But by the time the wheat was in the barn, she caved
into her fascist son’s pressure.

And so, armed with a loaf of bread and a bottle
of milk, we faced a vast frozen landscape with no
plans, no destination. Fearing that, if caught, we
would implicate her, our benefactress advised us to
give ourselves up, adding that we had no chance of
surviving anyway.

We walked as far as the haystack in the back field
and remained there until one night when we were
attacked by the local vigilantes. Stabbing pitchforks
into the hay, they pulled us out easily, and demanded
our gold, diamonds and money, which according to
them, all Jews possessed. Moishe, laughing, invited
them to search us. I cried and begged them to let
us go. Finally, they agreed on condition that we
leave their village for good, lest they deliver us to
the Gestapo. Reason dictated that we not only move
on, but also split up to try our luck separately and
rendezvous back at the haystack in a few days.

In an adjoining village, I entered a house and
introduced myself as an experienced caretaker of
cows. When I gave Mrs. Peizak as a reference, |
received a warm reception. I made sure to cross
myself before eating; and at bedtime, I kneeled
beside my straw mattress on the floor, holding my
palms together and moving my lips. It all went
smoothly until my employer returned from church
on Sunday and disclosed that he had spoken to Mrs.
Peizak and knew all about me.

Moishe arrived at the haystack a day late. His
experience had not been positive and he proposed
we go to the Chelm Ghetto where we could at least
die among our own people. I could not imagine death
and when I objected, Moishe conceded that perhaps
with my looks, I might have a chance. “When they
see me,” he said, “they set the dogs loose.” After
much debating, we parted, Moishe going one way
and I the other. I feared abandonment but at all cost,
I was determined to survive and to save him as well.
I walked on, hoping he would come running after
me. But when I didn’t hear his call or his footsteps,
I looked back. He had disappeared, and I never saw
my Uncle Moishe again.




caught, worried him. Tiptoeing around the looming
gravestones in search of twigs buried beneath the
snow, | was petrified of stirring and angering the
dead for disturbing their peace.

In 1941, my mother, Etta-Liba, known as Edzia,
carried my four year old brother, Josel, in one arm,
and a bag, laden with eggs and packets of tobacco in
the other; and with me at her side we trudged along
muddy village roads. After a miraculous escape
from the Warsaw Ghetto, we arrived in Lublin,
where my father’s parents and siblings resided.

We evaded a roundup, and fled again, ending up
in a remote shtetl/, where we spent months going
from village to village, door to door, trading pinches
of tobacco, wrapped in paper, for eggs, later to be
bartered with German soldiers for more tobacco.
And from this carousel we managed to exist.

At one such farm a young childless couple
proposed I stay with them for the summer to tend to
their two cows. My mother wouldn’t hear of it but
they kept pressing, offering inducements of produce
on aregular basis. Weakened, she reluctantly agreed,
parting with tears in her eyes.

I was treated with love and affection, hugged and
kissed, and encouraged to eat my fill. A week later
when Mother showed up, she insisted I accompany
her home, saying, “They love you too much! I don’t
want to lose you.”

By the end of that year my Warsaw Zaidy,
a shoemaker, and his two younger sons, Uncle
Shepsel, about fifteen, and Uncle Moishe joined us.
They had managed to flee, hitchhiking with shovels
over their shoulders, pretending to be road workers.
It was a marvel that the miniscule room we occupied
accommodated three more souls.

In the ensuing months, my grandfather dragged
about the nearby villages, mending shoes in
exchange for chunks of bread, a few potatoes, a
sack of flour, a pocketful of kasha. Once, he even
returned with a live chicken under his arm. Since we
couldn’t afford to pay the shoychet, another hungry
family licked its fingers that Shabbat.

One late winter morning, Zaidy said his morning
prayers, put on his overcoat, pinned a freshly washed
Star of David armband onto one sleeve, flipped the
burlap bag holding his tools over his shoulder, and
departed on a fresh day’s venture. That evening, as
always, we awaited his return with anticipation and
hunger, staring out the tiny window until the street

emptied and the sky darkened. In the morning, Uncle
Moishe left to retrace Zaidy’s footsteps and came
across a peasant burying a corpse by the roadside in
the village of Dobromysl. When later in the day we
saw Moishe approaching with Zaidy’s sack over his
shoulder, my mother covered her face and wailed,
“No! Don’t tell me. I don’t want to know,” and
sobbed uncontrollably. It seems that three Germans
on horseback had come across a wandering beggar
and had decided to have some fun with him.

It turned out that Zaidy had been begging,
not repairing footwear. There were no shoes to
be repaired. It was a common belief among the
peasantry that Jesus visited people disguised as
a beggar to test their generosity. And so, they
mistook Jehoshua Chuen of Warsaw for Jehoshua
of Nazareth and filled his bag.

Left without a provider, my young uncles found
work on separate farms, until one market day, Mrs.
Peizak, Uncle Shepsel’s employer, brought him
home with an injured back and looked to me as his
replacement.

So it was in the spring of 1942, about to turn ten,
I went to work for Mrs. Peizak. I shared the barn
with several pigs, a horse and two cows. Early in the
morning I’d lead the cows to pasture and I’d come
in contact with village boys. Now I was introduced
to what being Jewish meant. Until then, everything
I knew I had learned in cheder, when I was six,
and later at the Tarbut Hebrew School where I first
heard of a place called Palestine. Friday evenings,
I attended synagogue to partake in a sip of sweet
wine passed around the worshippers.

What a shock to find out that Jews killed Christian
infants and drained their blood for the baking of
matzo! When I protested, they asked me to explain
the brown spots in the matzo. Jews had killed their
Jesus and nailed him to a cross, and because of all
these horrible sins, God had sent Hitler to avenge
the murder of His only son.

Even Mrs. Peizak’s daughter, Genia, held these
beliefs, which she’d heard the priest tell at church.
To console me, her mother said, though true, no one
was blaming me. I was a good boy; it was just the
Jewish elders who were behind these evildoings.

Several weeks after my arrival, as agreed, I
accompanied Mrs. Peizak to town on market day
to visit my mother and deliver my earnings in the
form of farm produce. The town was deserted, save
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Yaakov, Germany 1946
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| give my picture for you to remember me and for
remember that anytime our desire to get an
accordion. And we got.

Remember the time of playing on our accordion.
What a man aims, it must achieve.

My Yaakov
Jordanbad, 11.12.1946

Jack Kuper (Yaakov Kuperblum)

A Jewish Child in Christian Disguise

The Hidden Child, a publication of the Hidden Child Foundation/

ADL, New York, Vol XXIII 2015

At my mother’s urging, my father escaped to
Russia soon after the German army rolled into
Pulawy, our town. As aJew and a known communist,
his life had been doubly imperiled. Now the sole
earner, my mother baked apple strudel and sold
it on the street to passing German soldiers. She
worked tirelessly to feed us, but ultimately there
was little profit in street vending. So she bundled us
up and spent her remaining few coins for the ferry
that crossed the Vistula River to Warsaw where
her family resided. There, she became a vendor of

8103(6)

notions at the old market.

In 1940, in the Warsaw Ghetto, at age eight
I would accompany my uncle Moishe, only three
or four years older than I, to the Jewish cemetery
on Okopowa Street. Under cover of darkness, we
would gather fallen branches to feed the stove in
my grandparents’ basement apartment at 25 Pawia
Street.

Uncle Moishe was fearless. Neither the spooky
sounds of night, nor the possibility of being




We ran to the girl. We were filled with compassion
and pity. We lifted her up, calmed her down, wiped
he tears, caressed her and asked her where her
parents lived. I took her hand and my friend took
her bicycle and we brought her to her parents. They
thanked us and in our broken German we mumbled
something.

The bicycle stealing was fading away and we
wordlessly and somewhat depressed returned home.
We didn’t do anything more in that vein. Something
substantive had changed in our souls, in me and in
my friend.

In retrospect, it was for me a fundamental event.
I, at once, lost my desire for ‘revenge’. I couldn’t
from then until now hate someone. And that despite
the fact that the hatred of the Germans was the most
justified in the world. But I understand, as a result of
the foretold event, that hatred is destructive. I was
happy thatI succeeded in curing myself of that
terrible disease forever.

To summarize in short the central lesson drawn
from the holocaust would be

“Not to hate”.

“Hate is the mother of all sins”.

This I try to bequeath first of all to my three
sons, my seven grandchildren and anyone else
with whom I have any contact. And that is what
I wanted to emphasize in the meeting here
with you.

I am including 2 pictures, of me and of Yaakov. We
play a small accordion; we got it about a month
later. How you ask?

To my friend’s good fortune an uncle of his, his
Father’s brother survived in Belgium and with the
aid of the Red Cross was able to locate his nephew.
This happened in June 1946. He came to visit and
brought Yaakov a present of a pair of new shoes.
The shoes, however, were very big and didn’t fit
him at all. We took the shoes intending it sell them
and buy an accordion but no store agreed to buy
them. We, however, found a shop “antiques and
second hand goods”. The old German told us to go

up to the second store and there we found a small
accordion with only 8 bases.

After a month we both learned to play the accordion.
When our group metevery Friday evening we
were able to accompany the singing in Yiddish and
in Hebrew and it was more jolly.

And where is my friend Yaakov today?

Today his name is Jack Kuper, and he lives in
Toronto, Canada. He has written three books. In one
of them he wrote about the orphanage in Lublin. In
his home he set up a studio for documentary films on
the subject of the holocaust. Every once in a while
he and his wife come to visit me. We reminisce
about the story of the bicycle and wonder if the
German girl, who is now 80 years old, remembers
the 2 Jewish boys who embraced her and wiped
her tears...

Translation from Hebrew: Rena Bay




Main Lesson from the Holocaust

Pinchas Zajonc

The Teacher Hedva, a German Café, a German Girl,

Yaakov’s shoes and The Accordion

Now I will tell you about a short conversation
that I had two years ago (May 2013) with one
of the teachers during a meeting with a group
of youths. At the end of the meeting there were
many questions from the students. One of the
teachers asked me a difficult question:

“what is the main lesson one can draw from
the holocaust?”

I answered that I can’t answer that in short and
we don’t have enough time left for me to do that.
The teacher in charge of the meeting asked that
in spite of the time...what is my personal answer?

I agreed, saying that I would tell them a story.

Summer 1946. 1 am 14.5 old. I am with my friend
in Germany after running away from the orphanage
in Lublin on our long way to Israel. Here a school
is organized with older members of “Hashomer
Hatzair” serving as teachers and counsellors. In
class the teacher Hedva teachts some reading in
the Hebrew language. I am bored because I already
knew how to read. I probably disturbed in class
and she decides to ask me to leave. I was insulted
but was also happy. My good friend, two years my
junior Yaakov Kuperblum joins me. We start out
in the direction of a German village 6 km away.
As we get close we hear from a distance some
wonderful music. We come closer in order to hear
the music better. It was a small café and inside a
small band. We peeked through the window and
saw three musicians and among them an older man
playing an accordion. His playing mesmerized us
and captivated us. We couldn’t break away from
the wonderful sounds. We didn't go back to class
because we continued, every day, to go back to that
café. We sat for hours by the window and listened to
the wonderful music.
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One of the days when we returned in the evening to
the house we lived in, we made a very determined
decision. We must get money and buy an accordion.
But we had no way to achieve it,

After all there is no denying that we are imbued
with an abysmal hatred for Germans, “nemt
nekume” in Yiddish. Meaning take revenge. That
was the message of all the survivors that we met in
Poland after the war.

Now is the time to implement it, however, in
moderation. The next day we returned to the village
looking for a football field or a playground. We
found one and it even had a bicycle path. We hid in
the bushes and waited for a child that might come
on a bicycle. If so, we would knock him down, hit
him, steal his bicycle, sell it and with the money buy
an accordion.

That day we didn’t succeed in finding such a boy
but we didn’t despair. The next day we returned to
the same field. This time a young girl maybe 11-
12 years old arrived riding a bicycle without the
accompaniment of an adult. We decided that when
she neared the bush where we were hiding we
would knock her down and carry out our plan. But
we didn’t have the courage to implement it. Each
time she came close to the bush we recoiled. In
the end we decided in the next round when she got
close to the bush we would do it without hesitation.
However, even this time we didn’t dare do it.
Suddenly everything was disrupted. A few minutes
later we suddenly heard her cries and screams. We
left our bush and saw a rather shocking sight though
we really didn’t fathom what we were seeing. And
what did we see? The girl lying on the ground and
an older youth bending over her (that was rape or
an attempted rape). When the youth saw us he ran
away from there.




Special Events

We have continued this year the newly formed
tradition of having an evening dedicated to Polish
Jewish cuisine. This year we enjoyed the kind
hospitality of Ester Rokach. The evening turned out
to be a great success.

A Group Visit To Lublin On July 2017

Next year, i.e. 2017 is going to be marked by
2 important anniversaries: 700 years for the
establishment of the city of Lublin and a far less
happy occasion, i.e. 75 years anniversary for the
liquidation of the Lublin Jewish Community during
the Holocaust.

We intend to organize a group to visit Lublin between
1.7.2017 and 8.7.2017. We intend among others to
organize a cantorial concert in Lublin. The details of
the visit have not yet been finalized but it is going to
take place during the above dates. Whoever wishes
to join our group is invited to contact me through

my e-mail: jossidakar@gmail.com




Joseph Dakar

Chairman’s comments

This year again we have lost two pillars of our
organization, our two Sara’s. Sara Barnea and Sara
Shostak. Their absence shall be felt by us and leave
us longing.

Annual Meeting

During last year’s annual meeting we have been
seeing a film plus a lecture delivered by Tal Schwartz
concerning the disclosure of 2,700 negatives found
in a house in the Rynek (the old Town Square).

During renovation of the house the negatives were
found hidden behind a wall. They depict mainly
Jews and thus portraying the face of a non-existent
city (i.e.Jewish Lublin).

Commemoration On Holocaust Day

The memorial on Holocaust day took place near

the memorial stone dedicated to the martyrs of
Lublin and Majdanek. Our member Ita Fishberg
was responsible for the contents of the memorial
meeting and did a good job. Thank you Ita.
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