"YW yriny”

MBON 7 PN PN IRIY PR P1TT 57 PO YANIDNIN ¥a¥YIY * H7IN2) INIWIA DINDDATN INNIN MY
2019 “31m:29 ¢ www.kollublin.wordpress.com ¢ 97wsn YN ¢ 55 on

Y772 NINA NINNYT 7217 'TIN' W7 7Y 77 INTNA "DWI T2 MDTNI NXY
77 years from the liquidation of Lublin Jewry - Memorial at “Yad Vashem”
(oW1 T :0I7'Y) 17.3.2019 ,|]172'Tn 11 NN D'|7"7'ID ,Yi'T DN1D 7v I M ,ININIY PRI T TN



9@,\ /6 0)/. (4

,MINRN MY, MYPI ,MINY
:HN 79979 19 D2anon

MLIY NPraY : NMNYN V7Y
050-7306403 : )95V
shulman.tzvika@gmail.com

2929 NVIN : NNV NIDI
052-2214312 : )95V
lublinassociation@gmail.com

975X YOI PO NPT NONY
055-6664561 : NAYV
nachum_a@bezeqint.net

\

171553y 9y7!

PMVY
07NNTH NMA2ADI 192D INSY NIMNY
Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association

:N29VNN
PRND N, ITPAN-IPOPMIVT YO)
ATAN PINY : NNYO NIIY
WVIPIVY TIT : PYUNIN THYM TO»NN

397 NN NNY - TIONP T

050-7377579
 f] danakur22@gmail.com

(e

@

V7a1'N - DINA

3 v ANIYA YN0 12T / D719 Ay
B eveeressssassses s sss e s Ty DINYND 2NIN
B ceeveeesteee st MIYA 01N
10 e Ny’ N7N12 'MIYA MITRA
L2 17.3.2019,"0WI T2 MITRI NNY
X"TUNY - |'7217 pn olrn
L (N7 7Y / 10'917 110
L OO 0y MY W/ 07 a
20 oo ["72171 X7~ (1N 70 DINQ TYEN - UIND |I'XT7 [IUNT /TN 721
27 D'ONIYN D'V / 1IY0 DY
T MY
S ["ow11 00!
28 ettt YN 'N70 / ["0w 70
29 et (WrT) YONT Y X / oW o
30 oottt s I'DINN 710 UFN VY 78 177
K (9rT) 700XD X 0'0 AWYN X/ F0MITIN VT
32 et [DIN7X [N 7 DN/ 7'Y0 79 17072
33 tereeeessssns s 1970 219 7¢ DN / (07"
nAIT-11 [N NP
35 et MITY 7Y NITY / [N AR
44 ....... INIYN ININI0 DY DAPRYRYI DP7IN'IN 79 DITTIONAN / 12W'9 'TYI 0N
11y DY NUI9
S NN/ 071w Ry
[ (102210 10771 7V) "IN DI I7W WX "/ IND TR
B4 e sesseeessss s 2019 DDIAIN,|'72177 NN / |1D90I0 NAT
NYIN '7'01 DI'D
BB ervvvveeessseeeessssssss s ssss e s st ['11 10110
BT e eeeveeeesseeee st N"N79n N1 11
T OO TIMIYA ATIYOA :|'719 'TIN* 79 N20NA
B0 eooereveeereeeeees st NIMAN ;IR0 / '0UIR 1710
B2 cevvvvvvssssssssss s 1900 N"IT
O DONATIONS - [y2I"'0UX] - NINNN
IYTIX DIX - D091 1277
B4 wovrrrreeiseeeesss st st st 77910 277y
BB eorvvverseeesses st sttt 711 7RI0Y
70 ceetereeeeeeees s e ™In (o) m
ENGLISH
Tzvika Shulman / From the Chairman's DESK ........uvvvvvvvvmmmnnsssnssssssseeeeens 2(111)
Amos Oz / A letter to Tzvika Shulman ... 5(108)
Dr. Krzysztof Zuk, Mayor of Lublin .......... 6(107)
RazKinstlich, Mayor of Rishon Lezion ...............ccceuv... 7(106)
Bartosz Gajdzik / Searching for common history 8(105)
Brigitte Waks / Waldemar Steingotter ..........ceevveevrseessecssssssssisvmnssssssssnnns 13(100)
Dan Oren / “Two Horses in LUBIIN" ......vvvvvvvvvvvvvvsmmmsmmsmmmmmnnnsssssssssnsseesees 31(82)
Ewa and Janusz Waszkiewicz in ISrael .........covveeeevvvvvernnsnnnnesssssssennnns 39 (74)
IN MEMORY
PINCNAS ZAJANC vovvvvvrvrrvvsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 42(7)




PNV NPray

NNINVYN URXRITAVN AT

MY 70OV ,NINXIWYN DY OINNONN NIDIRD -

noNX MNIPN N2 PHAY NVITIN Y NI
TION ONNY GR .TIND NTON NN PN
SY MY MIYY WD NIOIND 00D DY NYpPn
DYPYSN ONP (7DXDIN” PN NINDIN D) DIWIN

AN 12252 NP NAN NIIND WHINY

IV YN VPN NNIYNRID DXAMY 117N MY
VPMI9N NIVN .POIT NPV TPND PYUNRI NMOPY
INNY MY DOMWNN DOVNY WIdN NN
VPMIONN POND .OPNT PO XAVIND L PHD
S DPNAY PN 1PXD NIYURIN N NN
NN NNNDY NPNY YT MPMDIADI PHAD INNY
WPWIN DY) DDIPM N7 DAY .PMIIN
DNPN NN IO NN DNDNNM ,OPNIN]

MONY MY N VPMIY

POND ORNY DY ONMONN THIMYN DNIND
AVNY NURTY DY INURID DINDOPNN AR
,DYDONNN VN NN INIAN OO 2019 NN 5-1
NYMD (PD2IDD NNIND DY) 1PND NYUNRI IMOPW)
Y DPON DPYV OPPNN NMINRN TONNI .MPNI
DPNND IYNN MNDYN 9PN VPNI9 !N DY

IRAND NNIRM NYNVNNI NN

5S¢ 11599 NOYON NIMP TPTIVA NMIND INKY
MNY2 DMINN

Y9N VP9 72 DY NN MIND 2019 5 MO -

NYUNIN YN 22 DY PODY PYNII YOI - IYNN
NYNNNN ,TIIONND OIHPXR TN NYIIND XD
V3992 I8 DY M”MN2NNND)

PO ONNY 16 DY N8P LOMIN WTINA -

NN .7PM2D2DY PO NYIND NIRY 7PMDIDY
SROOTKA” 112N DY TN NNNYN NN DY OIN
55 Yy Yy DY OPNPNNY 1IPD DM2NND

.DNOY NN

19525201 P52 INSY DYV
,I9Y DINNPN YY)

SINDSHM MNP NI NNN NIPIND MYN

IMYNID DMPY NLONN OYT2D MYWN MINY
D17 02N JPXY NYRI DY XMIVN DION DX
2NN N2XND2 NN T2 Y VINY IVIINN WD
- PN WY 15700 YPO2ANT PV [, 1WN

ANYOINA NNIN T2 PONYAY NN PNIOND

500-1 DTN PYMY P DY 54 190N D)
XN MNOYI 297 INDUYN IPIIN D1, DXPMmY
M 995 NTIN 2N PNIYN ,DOWIN PN PN

.NIPY NOV , 097N, TV, A0V

S9N AP%ON PNOINI MIPAT NN wTINa
NTHY NN PIYRYN) PRYN PN NPXAN L DIAN
PN

SO OHWIPA PO T2 NTNPN NN NI
13NN NYMADY PO PTID NTIYND DNV 77
IDIMNN NHN PRI MINY RN YDA
WHN DMAN NINNDY ,NDOWIN NINOND NYNIN

NN AN




DY DY MP WMDY PYTY NNMOSN RO NMNYN -
(D50 DOV 55X3) MMNYN

YTD NAOINN MY NIDRY MMINL > T M XY -
NN Y99 NN MYN DY MDYIN NN DONNNY
2NN N0 2NN L9912 Y909 28N 2W DINND)I
TIND INNNN NN IDAN 190N MDY DY DINNN
Y PIY SV

V. 99NWNY NN OI1INN P2 NN NNVPNN -
JO)TOPN NN DI ODINY DOV PIIDMI NN OOPNY
.D2NN DY WP DPPY D17 DXATINKL TN Y

:10Y9°0Y

YN DN NNNDN NDXNN IRND VN NIV DY
VTN 77 DPNNNYY INIYH NO DXWH DX2MN NNIN
Sy 9D MONN DN MPOWN .DMINN DY 1IDONAI

CTINDY GWAN-IN DINPIVININN

mMPONI IMNYN NN DONIN AN TYNN MaN
NN MY PNN NDIIPN MYN DAY NANRD
NN ANV PN O PAYIY INPN INY ,NMNYD
.DONDYDYY DRNNA NMIDIYAY ATINND DIDDN Wpan
95NV YTD DIODIN M1 MIIN DIVWINY 1WNN

N 20 DY MDY XN WD PYNND

,227 7102
MLV NpPray
YMA220) PYIY INYY NMNY YNI-2YY

.2018 MIVHY NNINYY Y905 NIT NOIY -

- IPNTIN WY 15990 NOHY DM12NND DY DY) -
DYV PHAID NMPYA D). PYYAY /NN PNIOND
MIAPYA .GMYUN XYY DO NNIN DNV NYYY
VYT 1IIDY PO NMPY 2017-1 DIIIN NNONN
DO OMPY OMIONN VNN PIVRN - DPSTIN
22022 P2 PH2va qon

NNNX DY NMIYD , NNDNN D) DMIPNN I INDN -
NXIANN NPV DIV TYUN DX12NN OY NINAD
MDA PHAID OINSY DY

PNYI IPPAN NN 23K 12 DIYN 99 NN DT -
TAN 12N ,MIYN 920090 NYNNA P19 NI
TN 9NV 979D 91 PHY OINRNPN [ NOUN
YPPIN NN DINNNY MIVDIND ORI PNYY
1OMMIYY NNOXNA DN DI

2019 7212M2 14-2 TV DIPN OMVN OON -
V8D PUNRII

1IND = AMNIYN

N DY NDOWNNN ,NDYSN DMNYN DY NTNY
999 9172 1N PANDIN YD INNY

19V YYIAIN YYOIOVN IVN TN YTH DOVYN -
NIMNYY YN

.NMNY DXIATINDY OOV DN TN VYN -
DDA PH2TOINKY DY WP NN PRYND NNONIND -

DNIMTY NIMA’2DY 1P5317 INSY HMNY

"NIUA 011"

awn MYN1 370 ,2019 9393931 14 PWIN B3 o»p
DYTD»NN 12°2 NP 2 DYN TN 'NT,IO8T PIYWNRI INIINA

DP T12°9) MDIONN - 18: 00 - 19: 00
YMIYN OON - 19:00 - 20: 30

20 51957 2INAY 995N 19932 115N MINY )1




s15 0INsd INfie apra3N anoN

21.10.2018

1OV 9PN MY DY

.DMP NNRY N DY TNIN 7120 N¥II IN NPUNRD

.DNN TAX NNN) DOVYN DY NN N NIV NP TN DAY NI N9 DY NPNY
STN2XUN DT DX NN 1D DI 1A DT DY WY MPN

JSIORY TN INVUY WPan 1IN

: D2IYN XANI2 DITIND DN DTN NNTNIN NN DD NNIRNND NUYND NORWYN

AN YOV 299 NINNND NN ,NINND Y3 ,NINNA MAINI DPNN NAIPN HY AMAUN NN
1091 199V MINIENDY HINIY? NIN/NPVDIAY 9aunn NN AVUY (O719) 19MANN

NONYY ¥

DNIVOD MOV INNAWN DI NN LYNI TN PN .PYVA DY MNND NNV NNOVND YD 191 PN
.50 D7) 7Y 172y IR PINTNRY OIRIYID SNYIIN TN ININD DNY WY SNTON NN 1949 mva
DOWN MD9NA MNVDMNN YPI,NNPNIY MAINL ,DONNIWNN YWY PRIYNND XNONNN 50 D13
NY N DAN,7DYOWINA NININ MIYY” NDDONN POV INNOYNI NPMAN DY DPON 1IN PV MIIN
172y OXTNAN .DNPYY IIIYY MYIN MNPNI DN MDIVN MNPNL VDN NIND ONY PN DR YTV
N9 NNIN .NYYNN KDY AN 7DDV NININ MIVD” 9010 DXDOWNN) DN MINION IRV NPININD
YN MOND NONNN NPONY MPNN ROY 79NN XOD AN DDWIT DY NINYI DXIVI2

MND PAD AW NPINRIWIN PA NS YWD DN ,NTION TONIN dNONNNY NN DOV WY ,PYOY
YIAYY OMIIONN DN DIN 0NN DY 2IVND SNONNN .(HINN) PO 7PN XNNIVNY DY
SNNIYD YD DNNDIY .ANIY DNDY NPNYIVIR DM ,NYION NNDN ,0WPN NDONP YN .0NDY
Y292 OV DN DWN INIY DOVIN DY NINTI NMINDY ,NINK 2IWND NI NN ,DIWID D ONI)
INKR MINONND Y21 7290 MYV THDIY NIRRT

NN NPT 92D DDV N ,PINYD NP0 D PRI 12YNN 2T NTHD XD ,MPN 1D PR NUyND
192155 92NNNDY TNOY 92710 TINDY NI MM N ONN ,WT XY TRYNY

STMONMNN YR ,)91 NNNY NN NN ONX

;237 1202
992 AU NIV NPray




INie 123l 515 0INGN 21N NN

6.11.2018 ,2%aN v

, DOV ND92 - W Npasd

29 NAnNoY MNNN 091N YV VN TANON DY DTN

NOINND TAX DI DY NTON NTIVN DIVIN TIRNA DXNNN N DTR DWW 2D N1AD ,TIND IN D)
7101 .19"N2 DY DNMNY D7 TNT 1NN DN DX PN DX - NV ODININ - 12 DY YD)
NDYD) NPNIPIND D), TOV PHAIDD 0) MONN NN NI N NN DXPYYN DN : INY DIVNY
902 PNNAYN 132 YNDD 19 HY) DMIX XY HTPDIY MMIPH PNNAWNA INID NN 1IN IUN

JTVIN NANN DY N

YOI 1 D90 TIT POV NI POTOND MAYN TIY DIPIN NYP WD NINY MNMIPNN ON DT
AN DN IND Y NYIN IWN NNIN NDITHN NONPNN DI )Y 1DI12) OPOYNTIA,POoN DN
7T MNY ,DMINNY DD DN DY MNPY D) ¥ INXI IN IPYIV DPN) DN 920V MNP

.D%9 HN 079 MNPY) 09D

RN INPN YOPN HPNNDNN IOWN YWIR DY AVIN 1P DY YOP NXINND DN 7O ININ 71902
DY) DNTIP MINT DY PY) MY ¥ (LYNI) 19D Y5 IN HAN 210N TaNdN DY 08y ,ANO5NN
APNNY MMPN

NN NIV N0 PO NOW 7ayN 4D Taynwnb sha Hax .ooNNa - 77ayn I TN TNN 92T TN
A0 09Oy

- 1292 DTN

Y Oy




{. . 2018 71772 [~

Wi =l r‘.\/')':’fk
luap b () 76 )U»ﬂ‘l)rr//h:igt
ﬂe e p2e sl v Ao B pd
R w2l S 16> yoen2
) Il Ak = PP fre fe - 12¢ /r, ,-.-c;u

e Pl p sl pr2a L% /ﬁ’ﬂ o /s
‘QfP/ Lym & prylpd RS toal en€ >/

(21 l1mn 2%
r(JT/ 2)KD ul el ! ﬁb/ 7 re

e 2w

- IN] el b
’)")]F }_‘.a_./ﬂ /Z///" / "’f"’;? /9}1)‘o 2 ff) P,./'x'
. [V '
y)pe 4 307 ("’"’3{:: 1y== WA p2 X (e
3
0 e L ily v Y e 20
o 2 /’Jﬁ)y 42{’”3 ‘Jaf/ru v ! ’?
"\? )2 ’

2 . Ju i fpsv OO
a0 1707 '); 2, 0

/b(/’ y>?) ) - ’7{< s 20z¢> ) L

N Al PEA = >ox [

/ ?/0 w 2226 A

s L0 Inl pe e
Jr Jap v~ -y..z-"' N, r)gr/a s

AN e e pme  Aatd

30 ) wa0r P 3
- Sy ° S, PC? ¥
ol [ote 22 P e (500 ) R
b - 1l y oy P22 pomu XY
Z&x 726> )2 / g

am30 [0

2o »C € (bos2) 3
P A7) » o 2P W ,.,/,.,,JJ{ //r’/rd

{ - ﬁ)(yb o (/II{ 14 §
L S A R I S LS S e
U ) i Jroe

Lyt s & >

4
03

ST WAY Y 1a9WAa HY DINY AN NPaNY INIYN NN

AN9NIN NN NPrAY YR ,NMNYN HY SMYN 012951 29y ,29.11.2018 -2
LOPON AN 29 IMN KRIP

27Y929901 212 .Y DIy H0V9) 28.12.2018 -2




2018 121211 - 'MiYn 011'on

Miwn 01120




ANNUAL GATHERING OF LUBLIN
AND VICINITY ASSOCIATION 2018

Photographs by Tsvika Rubin [0 nj7ax 0!Iy
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Holocaust Memorial Day 2019 at Nahalat Yitzhak

Photographs by Adi Nachman [nN1 1Ty :0'0ITY
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The Jewih quarter in ruins

Memorial at the synagogue 6f "Yad Vashem”
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We hosted the students in our homes, shared our stories with them
and cooked together

From left to right: Miriam N19D0N '7NINY DN
Shmueli, Adrian Dzik, 7"TT IN'MTNT NI9'0 NN
Ben Romano nnin

I

|

Tzvi Rozenberg and his grandson D'ONWN 7RIT 11221 NAITN AN
Daniel with Filip Surdacki and Kfir Amar NY 1931 'FXTIID 971D NN
at combat medic course graduation. .07 D'Y1IN D117 DI'D D7V

23



DININNDT MYTPIN VNN )2 HY NPY

Works of students inspired by their hosting families

and dedicated to them
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Cyla-Sara Matsree around the table 7800 Dy N7V T'7 N0 N7'Y
with Michat Gatan and Idan Gelber 1272 [TV IN7NA
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Dita Bar-Israel with Jakub Kniazuk FITNIT 7Y "2 TNW-11 AT
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Meyer Dan with Shalev Shuldman and Agata Szymczak
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Eli Maier, Katarzyna Gatan, Stav Ben-ltzhak. Judith Maier
is singing and playing the piano
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Donations

There is a long tradition of our association not to oblige people to pay for membership
in the association, or for having "Kol Lublin". Running the association and especially
issuing "kol Lublin”" require however considerable financial expense.

If you feel that issuing "kol Lublin” and continuing the activities of the association are
worthy and important, we rely on your generosity and freewill contribution to the
“Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association".

Such donation can be effected either by:

- Bank transfer account of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association, Bank
Hapoalim 12, Branch Poleg 771, Account No. 019876

- A cheque in order of the Lublin and vicinity Jewish Heritage Association mailed to
Eitan Burstein, 13 Hamarganiot St. Ramat Poleg Netanya 4265213, Israel.
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IN MEMORY

My memory stretches back
to Dom Dziecka (Childrens
home) in 1945 Lublin, where I
first laid eyes on another child
survivor, Pinchas Zajanc,
a thin emaciated boy full
of life with almond shaped
eyes. Unlike the others who
kept their distance from me
due to my lack of Yiddish
and suspecting that I wasn’t
really a Jew but a Polish spy,
Pinchas welcomed me and we
became friends.

The friendship germinated,
in the orphanage and later
blossomed when we joined
Hashomer Hatzair in Lodz.
Later, during our stay in
Jordenbad,

discovered that we had similar

Germany we

interests: drawing, writing
and music.

Pinchas Zajanc

Though I left the group before
their departure to Eretz Israel
and lost contact with Pinchas,
I never stopped thinking about
him. Luckily, after much
searching we reconnected
some years ago when my wife
and I visited him on many
occasions in Maanit, and once
he paid us a visit while in
Toronto. What an incredible
memory he possessed; he
remembered every name of
our group, all the relevant
dates when we left, when we
arrived. In short he was our
living and breathing archivist.
I cherish his heartbreaking
writing about his wartime
experience in the forest and
the follow up about his trip to
Poland to rebury his parents in
the Lublin Jewish cemetery.

Not to be missed is also his
version on how the two of
us acquired an accordion in
postwar Germany.

Lucky is a person who has
friends and I have been
blessed with a few. But none
have left a deeper imprint on
me than my friend, Pinchas.

I regret not being there with
you at his gravesite reciting
Kadish, but rest assured I will
never forget him.

Please accept my family’s and
my condolences to his family
and fellow kibbutzniks.

He was one of a kind and
irreplaceable,

Jaakov Kuperblum -
Jack Kuper, Canada
2.12.2018

42 (71)



The beginning of September we spend at
Netanya with Malca and Eitan. They opened
not only the doors of their lovely house but also
their hearts. They treated us as if we were the
members of Royal family... The time with them
was like a cherry on the cake. The small but
very tasty bite of Israel full of nice advantages,
meetings, trips, meals and talks. The people we
had just met twice in Lublin decided to share a
few days with us, invited us to their house - isn’t
it a miracle?

A gift from mighty God?

We shared time, food and joy. We went to Etz
Hasade, the olive farm, one of the oldest ones in
Israel, where we met Itai, a friendly man, whose
mother was born in Vilnius during the war and
miraculously survived. We had a lovely trip to
Tel Aviv and Jaffa, listening to its history. We
met charming people - Miriam (a Holocaust
survivor), her husband Elli - the best guide
ever, Irit and Steve. We were taken out to a fish
restaurant. Thanks to their business contacts we
were able to try Recanati wine at the very spot it

was produced (Recanati winery).

They took us to Nazareth to see the unique
church with most beautiful mosaics of holy
Mary - gifts from the countries from all over the
world. We spend time at the seaside and we did
have a good time together - laughing, talking,
eating and drinking. I must admit Malca is a
great cook - thanks God she decided to share a

few recipes with me. Now I can organize Israeli

meetings for our friends in Lublin. FEitan is a
great fun of football, so is Janusz!!! Malca likes
good food and artistic expression, me too. Soul

mates.

So we made a trip to Israel the Holy Land. The
most important of all it is that we have built
personal relationships - a few small bridges
between Polish people and Israeli people. Despite
the bad XX century history, despite the fear of
unknown, despite all the possible predjustice
We had

fun, good time, new friends and wonderful

and all the political circumstances.

memories. We shared our happiness with others.
Israeli salad, falafel, tchina, hummus, eggplants
is a part of our everyday diet now. Isn’t it what

the life is about?

Shalom Israel! Shalom Poland!

Ewa and Janusz Waszkiewicz
Lublin, January 2018
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both Jewish and Polish - writers, poets, singers,
actors. The cuisine influenced by both nations
and other traditions - sayings, songs and music.
I will always encourage Jewish people to come
to Poland to see real life now more than dark

days. There were others...

So, here we are at the Ben Gurion airport, Friday
night, the end of August 2017. Thank God there
are friends in the world. Shosh and Jacov were
waiting for us and took us home. We would
never have known it would be so hard to find
transport on Friday night. People here use to it,
but for us it's foreign. Shosh and Jacov are open
hearted, full of good will and always ready to
help, ready to share their lives with strangers.
Thanks to them we could meet wonderful
people - Shmulik, Ruth, Zakki, Tamar and
Matzi. We saw the ancient place of Caesarea,
the caves of Rosh ha-Nikra, Haifa, Tel Aviv and
Akko. We did shopped in a mall, tried hummus
and went out. We had fun at the beach - they
said that thanks to us they also went out to the
beach. They had not been swimming in the
sea for about 3 years although it was so close.
People from cold countries like Poland would

never understand it...

I would stay at the seaside all the time - sun,
water and the sand, nothing else.

Shosh is a master of cooking - there is even a
dessert named after her in Lublin, in Hades-

Szeroka restaurant at Grodzka Gate. Jacov has a

kind and good heart for Lublin - he cares about
the relations and connections. The President of
Lublin discovered that as well and honored him
by giving him a medal to the 700 Anniversary of
Lublin. Wonderful people, wonderful places and

the most unforgettable memories.

Next Jerusalem, the city of the cities. The unique
place for everyone and our unique friends of
us - Tal and Jotam. Younger generation, open
minded, full of ideas and energy with a different
style of life. God was so clever to create this
kind of people. They did not hesitate to spend
a few days with us and show the Israeli style
of life. Thanks to them we saw the Ein-Gedi
National Park, Dead Sea, The Museum of Isreal
and the old city of Jerusalem. What we liked
best was the walk up the stream in En-Gedi and
the Museum full of historical pieces but also
modern art from all over the world. The great
bazaar with all the herbs, noise, food, pottery,
jewelry. The walls of the city, the synagogues
of different types of Jews made an impact on us.
The Via Dolorosa and the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in the middle of Muslim Bazaar.
Catholic and Orthodox church surrounded
Muslims. So many different people live here. It
is not easy with so many differences in culture,
but still possible. That was the impression.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem one time it is not enough

to see your beauty and reality. We will come
back...
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Ewa and Janusz Waszkiewicz

Shalom Israel!

Our first visit to Israel came out of blue.

Shosh, Tal's mother, gave us a ring and
invited us warmly. That is what convinced
us to go. Thanks to her, we had the best trip
of 2017 and one the best in our life timelast
drop that made us to go. Thanked to her we
had the best trip of 2017 and one of the best

in our life time.

Direct flights Lublin-Tel Aviv made it easy and
fast to travel. A bit more than three hours and
we saw a chain of light of Tel Aviv, dark water
of Mediterranean sea and light of a city. The
people on the plane were happy to be back and

we were anxious to start our journey to Israel.

Polish people travel either to the Holy Land or
to Israel. It depends on their reason for going
there. For those who want to see the holy places
connected with Jesus - birth, teaching and death
- it would be Holy Land. For those who want
see the culture and history, meet people, try food
and understand the way of life it would be the

travel to Israel.

The same happens to Israeli people who come
to visit either Shoah places or Poland. Some of
them are coming to see concentration camps,
ghetto places and connected with the II WW
even though it is a terrifying experience. Rarely
have they a chance to speak to the Poles. It
would be easy to forget that Jewish people
used to live here since XIV century (over 700
years). We shared the same land and the same
history. Discovering Poland through this focus
can bring us another view - so much in common,

so many famous and important people who were
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a dozen conducted by the German authorities
in March 1941 in order to create more space
for the German army and to create unoccupied
space for a Jewish ghetto in Lublin. A formal
announcement of the creation of the Jewish
ghetto in Lublin was made on March 24, 1941.

Elsewhere on the Siedliszcze voluntary
deportation database in addition to Gitaleh’s
daughter, her brothers Chaim Szloma, Dawid,
and Lejb, her sister Sura, and her niece Szprincza
were listed. Knowing this, I can reconstruct the
possible scenario that with their apartments at 7
Grodzka being steadily taken away, there was
nothing left for the extended family in Lublin.
Judenrat records showed that their apartment
building that once housed about ten families,
would at some point that year have 290 people
squeezed into it. Perhaps hoping along with the
other 1,800 Lublin ghetto residents who would
be deported to Siedliszcze on March 18th that a
better situation might await them, many of the
Gewerc family members, including my great-

grandmother, left Lublin together.

Gitaleh’s fate beyond that date remains unknown.
David Silberklang, Ph.D., Yad Vashem expert
on the German murder of Jews in the Lublin
region explained to me that as part of this set
of “voluntary” deportations, thousands of Jews
were essentially “dumped” onto a number of tiny
Jewish communities nearby that surely could
not have had the resources to provide adequate
food and shelter to the massive numbers of new
immigrants. By the time of the liquidation of

Siedliszcze’s Jews in October, 1942, virtually

all of the Jews deported from Lublin to there
would likely have been killed or deported to
their destiny at Sobibor death camp.

[ would later learn that Gitaleh’s son Chaim (and
my great uncle), who had survived the war as a
prisoner in Siberia, went back to Lublin after the
war. There, he recovered his late mother’s share
of the property before leaving Poland for good.
He sold his shares to non-Jewish Poles in 1949.
In impoverished postwar Poland, the financial
value of the property at that time was likely
minimal. Though I now know because of this
sale that my mother never had a financial claim
to the building herself (so there was no need for
our guide to worry that my mother might file a
claimonit), my hope of a historical claim remains
undiminished. One day, perhaps, a plaque on
the building will recognize the history of the
building both for the Jewish souls who once
lived there, and for the perversion of history
that Germany imposed and postwar Poland
maintained upon its residents and upon its

use.

As for the two horses Gitaleh had lent to support
the needy of the Lublin ghetto, I presume the

animals were never returned.
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It brought me some comfort to know that my
great-grandmother was pitching in to support
the Jewish community of Lublin at an hour of

tremendous need.

She would have been age 57 at the time, seeing
the world fall apart around her. By the next
month, if not already earlier, she was surely
witnessing even more severe pressures. The
Judenrat records of May 5, 1940 two weeks
later state that it had established its Office of
Forced Labor for Women at 7 Grodzka. I can
imagine the horror she experienced as she saw
her family’s apartment building turned into
an instrument of Nazi oppression. On July 4,
1940, the Judenrat called on all Jewish women
aged 16 to 60 years to report for mandatory job
assignment to the 7 Grodzka Office of Forced
Labor for Women. Those who did not pay a fee
and register voluntarily were warned they would

be taken by force to a local labor camp.

On October 2, 1940, following a transfer of
Jewish prisoners in Lublin from the Belzec labor
camp to a labor camp in Lublin, the 7 Grodzka
office was used as a collection spot for food and
clothing parcel donations for those deportees.
The Germans had ordered that relatives of those
Jews not be permitted to have direct contact
with the prisoners and that the Judenrat serve as
a conduit for supplying the prisoners’ food and
clothing needs. The Judenrat emphasized that
attempts by family members to venture near the
labor camp (on Lindenstrasse) and have direct
contact with those prisoners might lead the

family members to be imprisoned as well.

By March 16, 1941, the Judenrat’s Registration
of Persons Office was also located within
7 Grodzka. This office was established for
registration of all the Jews who then were being
coerced by the Germans through the Judenrat
to volunteer for deportations out of Lublin. The
incentive for going on these deportations was
to gain better treatment and more privileges
than would be given to those who waited for
later involuntary deportations. Those on the
deportations would then also avoid being part of
the formally-established Lublin ghetto.

What became of my great-grandmother Gitaleh?
Searching on JewishGen.org, I found a match
for Gitla Rozenberg on a list of Jews who had
been “voluntarily” deported from Lublin. At
last, 73 years after Gitaleh had disappeared
off the face of the earth, I had some inkling of
her fate. Judging by the March 16, 1941 date
of the Judenrat announcement promoting the
voluntary deportations from her own front door
and the March 18 date of her deportation to the
tiny village of Siedliszcze, (which on that date
had no ghetto) some 26 miles (42 km) east of
Lublin, I have a guess at her final outcome. In
the Polish State Archives in Lublin is a copy of
the original document indexed on the JewishGen
website. On that copy of the Siedliszcze
deportation list, she appears immediately above
that of her daughter Szewa (Batsheva). From
this dual listing, I derive some tiny bit of comfort
knowing that in this certain hour of tragedy, at

least she was not alone.

This “voluntary” resettlement was one of about
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population as late as the early 20th century. The
space the city had given Tomek and colleagues to
create their theater company — Brama Grodzka
— lay 140 yards (130 meters) walk down a
gentle hill from my mother’s apartment and was
perched on the edge of the demolished Jewish
quarter and its lost past. With that suppressed
knowledge staring Tomek and his colleagues in
the face, they created a City of Lublin-sponsored
institution that, to this day, makes sure even if
there are only a handful of Jews left in Lublin,
that truth not be denied its place.

Among the Brama Grodzka collections are the
records they are assembling of every building
in the Stare Miasto of Lublin before the war.
Eventually their wonderful staff hope to expand
that to include the story of every Jew who lived
in Lublin before the war. In documenting the
physical history, the human history emerges.
A search of their records began to open for me
the sad, but in a slight way heart-warming, story
of my great-grandmother’s fate. According to
those records for 7 Grodzka was built at the
beginning of the twentieth century by Wulf
Gewerc (Gitaleh’s father), and after World
War II it became the property of the Polish State
Treasury because “the entire family” had been
killed. I would learn that Wulf must have been a
successful contractor in the increasingly decrepit
adjacent town of Wieniawa (later absorbed into
Lublin). At the start of the twentieth century,
he had bought the prime land at the heart of the
Old City of Lublin and gave apartments at 7
Grodzka to his children. As far as I know, ten of

their children in an era of survived to adulthood,
including my great-grandmother Gitaleh. Nine
of the ten were still living when World War II
broke out. Together with the family of their
by-then-deceased brother Abram, they were
the heirs and legal owners of 7 Grodzka at the
time. All would be murdered in the Shoah. So,
when the court records at one point referred to
“the entire Gewerc family” having been killed,
they were correct to a large degree: virtually the
entire generation of Wulf and Szejwa Bracha

Gewerc’s children indeed perished.

I was particularly eager to learn what had
happened to my grandmother Gitaleh. The
Judenrat records of April 19, 1940 mention the
family building and my great-grandmother by

name (presented in my English translation):

The Management Board of the Jewish

Community...received 1 pair of horses about
eight years old...from Gitla Gewerc, residing at
7 Grodzka street. The horses will be used by the
Jewish community... [for delivering food and
supplies to refugees, displaced persons, and
poor local Jews] .... Mrs. Gitla Gewerc will not
receive any remuneration for the use of these
horses. In case of death of, or damage to the...
horses, the municipality is obligated to pay Mrs.
Gitla Gewerc either a relevant compensation or
the return of other horses of the same quality.
These horses should be returned to Mrs. Gitla
Gewerc with at least two months 'notice. In case
of a request by Mrs. Gitla Gewerc resulting in
failure by the Jewish community to return the
horses, the municipality must pay Mrs. Gitla
Gewerc 50 zloty per day.
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Icek Erych ROZENBERG
& Gitaleh GEWERC

Sara (Sura) Chana ROZENBERG
. v,

Rebeka MAJZELS

Dan OREN

the war, and he never married afterwards. Sister
Henia was born in 1909, survived Maidanek
and Auschwitz death camps, and moved to
Israel after the war. Married before the war,
she lost her first husband and their son to the
Shoah. Her son Moshe (from a second marriage
after the war) did not learn of his mother’s prior

family until years after she died, when he saw

a testimony she had submitted to Yad Vashem.
I remember Henia vividly from a family visit
to Israel in 1968. In those years when tattoos
were uncommon (except on military men),
the numbers on her arm from Auschwitz were
a vivid permanent scar that still haunts my
memory. Sister Batsheva was born in 1916.
She was murdered about 1941 or 1942. There
was another, Ester, about whom I know nothing
more than a birth year of 1918. And there was a
younger brother Wulf, born in 1921, was killed
in the Shoah in 1942,

As for the matron of the family, my great-
grandmother Gitaleh had been born in the
Wieniawa section of Lublin in 1883, and also
died about 1942. Knowing that it was her
home that became the site of the Judenrat,
I was now especially interested to learn her

fate along with that of her house.

If one walks down to the end of Grodzka street
Brama Grodzka — today a Lublin historical
research and teaching institute run by Tomasz
(Tomek) Pietrasiewicz—one can learn more
about 7 Grodzka. About the same time that my
mother and I visited Lublin, Tomek decided to
found a theatrical company (“TEATR NN”) in
Lublin. In a city that had been largely “scrubbed”
of Jews—first by the murderous actions of
Germany, then by the hostility of post-war Poles
and then by governmental erasure of history—
Tomek and his colleagues found a history of a
700-year-old town with a long and strong Jewish

presence. Jews made up one-third of the Lublin
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Shabbat afternoon, I took the liberty of perusing
the bookshelves of Rabbi Avi Baumol, who
had permitted me to stay at his apartment. My
eyes were drawn to a copy of the “Atlas of
Polish Jewish History,” published by the Jewish
Historical Institute of Poland. Though the book
was entirely written in Polish, of which my
knowledge was limited, it was first of all an
atlas: a book of maps and charts. Filled with
pictures, it was sufficient for me to explore with

modest comprehension.

I turned through the pages and looked at the
maps, particularly keeping my eye out for
mention of Lublin. When I got to the page
showing the Lublin ghetto during the Holocaust
years, my jaw dropped. In the lower part of
the ghetto, the number “1” was located in the
exact spot where my mother’s apartment was
located. I looked at the index to the page and
saw that “1” was designated as the location of
the Judenrat—an infamous Jewish council that
the Nazis implemented in Jewish communities
throughout Poland to serve as local insiders to
facilitate the Nazi demands upon those captured
Jews. Initially providing social service work to
the local communities, as the war progressed,
those Judenrats generally came to play the role
of organizing forced labor call-ups, eventually
aiding in the assembly of local Jews for forced
deportations to other towns or to the Nazi death
camps. Returning to the shock of the moment,
however, 1 was stunned then to learn in 2014
that my mother’s home had some 70 years

earlier housed the Lublin Judenrat. Again, one

would find no plaque on the building indicating
such an awful fate had befallen my mother’s
home. This surprising new information led me
to return to an old question of what had become
of the rest of the family that lived there.

On that line of my family, I knew that my
mother had been born in Lublin to Sarah Chana
Majzels (née Rozenberg). Sarah Chana’s
father had been Icek Erych Rozenberg. And
Sarah Chana’s mother had been Gitla (Gitaleh)
Rozenberg (née Gewerc). Icek Erych died of
natural causes several years before the war, and
my mother recalled that Gitaleh still lived in
one apartment in that 7 Grodzka building, and
that several other Rozenberg/Gewerc-related
families lived in other apartments in the same
building. But what exactly happened to those
relatives, and what had happened specifically
to my great-grandmother Gitaleh during the war
was largely unknown, besides their not having

survived.

My mother recalled that Gitaleh and Icek had
six children who had reached adulthood. (There
were others who likely did not survive past
infancy.) The oldest one—the only one who
escaped Poland and the Nazis before the war—
was my grandmother Sarah Chana. Her younger
sister Cypa (Tzipora) had been born about
1906 and was killed in the Shoah about 1942.
Brother Chaim, born in 1912, was ordained as
a rabbi, and trained and practiced as a lawyer,
survived the war and died in 1972. My mother
thought that he had lost the love of his life in
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the issues of “who suffered more”, or, as the
Talmud would put it, “whose blood is redder” is
full of pain and few fully satisfying resolutions.
Threatening actions by Polish residents and
neighbors towards returning surviving Jews and
the need to fight to reclaim rights to Jewish-
owned property surely made many Jewish
survivors of the Shoah eager to wash their hands
and their memories of whatever good life had
existed for them in Poland before the war. Of
perhaps several thousand Lublin Jews who had
survived the war and then returned to Lublin,
most had left Poland in the six years after the
war, mostly due to the anti-Jewish attitudes
or violence carried out by their neighbors
after their return. That does not mean that the
majority of Christian neighbors were threatening
towards returning Jews, but it only takes a small
proportion of threatening or violent people to
poison a neighborhood. There were surely far too

few neighbors protecting

courtyard, talked our way for a moment into
the social service office that occupied the space
where my mother had once lived, looked around,

and then went on our way.

Seven Grodzka was a touchstone for my future
visits to Poland. Almost no one else knew its
true history. A plaque outside of the building
noted the location’s place in Polish history as
the spot where romantic poet Wincenty Pol had
been born in 1807 (photo #3). Curiously, there
was no visible evidence that a Jewish man had
built the building, that his family had lived there
for a few decades, and that they were murdered
under the German occupation during the Shoah.
It was as if a central piece of this building’s

history had been erased from the public record.

My interest in the building was rekindled in
the fall of 2014, during a year I lived in Poland

as a scientific researcher. Visiting Krakéw one

e ——

or welcoming the Jewish
returnees. In the thriving

4

economy that Poland has )
K

experienced over its thirty

Poeta epoki romantyzmu, filozof, uczestnik
powstania listopadowego, twdrca i profesor
pierwszej na ziemiach polskich - a drugiej na s$wiecie
- katedry geografii na Uniwersytecie Jagiellofiskim
(1849 rok), prekursor polskiego krajoznawstwa
i turystyki, piewca urody ziemi ojczystej.

Jego zycie i tworczosé prezentuje Muzeum
Dworek Wincentego Pola przy ul. Kalinowszczyzna
13, Postaé upamietnia réwniez medalion na fasadzie
kamienicy Rynek 2 oraz epitafium w Archikatedrze.

years following the time
of Soviet influence, rising
values of land and property
have only made the issue
even more controversial.
On our 1993 visit, despite

our guide’s ambivalence

about  our  presence, (g
we walked through the  photo#3

¢
SZLAK ZNANYCH LUBLINIAN

TRAIL OF FAMOUS LUBLINERS |

BIRChP
7-7 WNCENTY FERRERIUSZ POl (1807-72)

Poet of Romanticism, philosopher, participant
in the November Rising. Pol was the founder and
professor of the first Polish chair of geography,
second in the world, at Krakow's Jagiellonian
University (1849), pioneer of tourism, and poet
singer of his homeland.

Wincenty Pol Birthplace Museum is located
at ul. Kalinowszczyzna 13. The facade of the
burgher house at Rynek 2 features his image and
his epitaph is on the wall of the Cathedral.

KK 5K
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middle of the photo on the right side of the street,
and the building to its right (bounded by an old
woman on the cobblestones and a young boy on
a ledge) contained my mother’s apartment. In a
large multi-family building, her family lived in
one apartment and numerous relatives lived in
the others.

We entered the courtyard. In a daze induced by
her first steps inside her home (photo #2), the
awareness that the building had survived, the
terrible knowledge that most of those who had
lived there were murdered, and a touch of jet
lag, my mother let the moment absorb her. She

pointed out the balcony where her father had

photo #2

built a “sukkah” booth every fall for Sukkot.
The inner courtyard apartments were now
mostly empty except for a government office.
My mother said the ghosts of those who had

lived there were still inhabiting the place.

Our guide helped us find the city Monument
Conservation Department and trace the
provenance of the building a bit. According to
those records, because most of my mother’s
family had been killed during the Shoah, the
property was transferred to the Polish national
treasury. Our guide, however, was quick to put
us, from his perspective, in our place. Some of
the building was now being used by a social
service office. It would be a terrible thing, he
said, if we were to claim the building back from
those needy people who made use of its public
services today. While my mother had never
filed a claim for her childhood home, nor had
she ever expressed to me the slightest interest in
such a possibility, until that day on her family’s
onetime grounds, I had not known the meaning
that filing such claims for “restitution” had for
Poles. In fact, the displacements and expulsions
of World War II and its aftermath challenges the
provenance of building ownership throughout
Poland to this day.

Perhaps hundreds of thousands of Jewish-
owned properties were never fairly or properly
With  Poles

moved into formerly Jewish-owned properties,

adjudicated postwar. having

either voluntarily or by German or Soviet-

led resettlement, the process of confronting
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Dan A. Oren

“T'wo Horses in Lublin”

Abridged from Chapter Two of The Wedding Photo, Rimmon Press, 2018
More information is available at <RimmonPress.com>

Following my mother Rebeka (née Majzels)
Oren’s and my arrival in Poland in 1993, we
were eager to visit her hometown of Lublin. She
had left fifty-five years earlier for Palestine at
age nine. What still remained in a city that had
brought death to her relatives? We knew that
most of what had once been the Jewish quarter
of Lublin had been torn down in postwar urban
renewal under the Soviet-dominated Polish
government. But that was not to be the case
in my mother’s neighborhood, just outside the

Jewish quarter: on Grodzka street, the central

street of the Stare Miasto, the “old city.” Grodzka
Street may be the oldest street in Lublin, dating
back at least to the city’s founding in 1317. In
the early twentieth century, perhaps one-third
of the occupants of the Stare Miasto were Jews.
By 1993 the Jews were gone, but the buildings
were all still there. Across the open park (that
my mother recalled playing in as a child) from
the former orphanage building at 11 Grodzka,
we found 7 Grodzka, where my mother had
spent her first nine years. In my 1993 photo #1,
the orphanage is the light color building near the

photo #1
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The letters sent to Waldemar by Walter
Rosenbusch were very educational. In October
1945, Walter wrote from Stuttgart to thank him
again and report to him how he survived once
he left the factory. He made several allusions
about his miraculous liberation from Majdanek
and showed gratitude toward his saver for
being able, “in spite of enormous obstacles”, to
prevent him from an assured death. Walter gave
Waldemar news from the survivors Bursztyn and
Rozen, who were sending him heartfelt gratitude.
Polish men, who used to work at the factory,
when Walter took back the management from
June to September 1945, were also sending him
their gratitude. Walter mentioned other German
property managers such as Kremin and Martin,
who hid under a false identity. He mentioned
them as well as people who died.

Waldemar replied without delay and suggested
to come and visit him. Walter offered his help to
eventually take over a plant, after all “there’re
enough Nazis companies which got freed”. In
July 1946, Walter announced his visit because he
was going to leave to the US. In his next letter,
sent from Chicago in 1947, he pleasantly recalled
his visit at Waldemar’s and all these hours spent
together. In December 1947, Walter announced
the birth of his daughter to Waldemar.

Unfortunately, I couldn’t get my hand on
Waldemar’s replies to that letter which might
still be stacked up in a box at one of Walter’s
children’s place.

Discovering and reading Esther’s testimony had

brought up in me a big wave of guilt and regrets.
How could I have asked so few questions and
satisfied me with so vague answers?
The discovery of Poland, the town of Lublin,
the people of the TNN center and the archives
have tipped this feeling in a growing interest
for anything that touches near or far my missing
family. The slightest detail torn from the claws of
oblivion constitute a personal and jubilant victory
over the programmed annihilation.

Verriéres le Buisson the 16th February 2019
Brigitte Waks

Waldermar Steingotter, 1934

It is recommended to read the article written by Judith Maier about Waldemar Steingoetter

published in Hebrew in this booklet on page 50.
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Meeting at Bazel, 2018
From left to right: Gabriele, Brigitte Waks-Attal, Fritz Steingoetter, Peter Steingoetter, Prof. Dina Meytes, Judith Maier

On October 21st 2018, Judith, Dina and I met
at Bazel. We got together with Fritz and Peter
Steingotter the entire day. I described them the
whole process of research I went through and
how I got their father’s address. Next, Judith and
Dina told Fritz and Peter what they knew about
their dad. I showed all the documents I got in
my possession. The eldest, Fritz, remembered
when Walter Rosenbusch came to their home. He
carried with him documents for our meeting: 6
letters his father received from Walter, from 1945
to 1947. There were other letters to his wife as
well as information requests from the Brickman
family concerning the leather seizures from the
Germans in the leather factories. He gave us more
than thirty pictures of his parents while in Lublin,
when Steingotter‘s wife came twice during the
wartime. It’s a true treasure.

Waldemar Steingotter was born on November 11,
1905 in Bischofsheim bei Hanau. He graduated
in 1926 from Freiberg School of leather Industry,
in Saxe. He did not do his military service
because of Rhineland’s demilitarization after
the treaty of Versailles was put in place in June
1919. He got married in 1935. Fritz was born on
August 1939 and Peter was born on July 1943.
Waldemar would die of cancer in December 13,
1949. Fritz was then 10 years old and Peter was 6.
Waldemar never belonged to the Nazi party and
his step father, who used to be part of the German
Socialist party, was sent to prison by the Nazis
for two years. He didn’t enroll in the army but
was shifted east as property manager of Jewish
assets. When he came back to Germany, his wife
hid him in a cellar until the Liberation. That was
pretty much all Steingotter’s sons knew.
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2018 in Tel Aviv, Judith, Dina and I made the
decisions to write to the youngest of them a letter.
Dinais the one who wrote him a beautiful and brief
letter telling him how his father saved members
from her family as he was a manager of a leather
factory, in Lublin. At that time, there were not a
lot of people showing heart and dignity like his
father. The three of us hoped to meet him to know
Steingotter’s story and get more information and
maybe a picture so an article about his father
could get published.

As I live in France, I was the one in charge of
sending the letter in order not to avoid any
rejection that could create an Israeli address.
So I wrote down my address on the back of the
envelope.

A month later, I received a terse mail from
Tadeusz, from the Grodska TNN Center: “We got
our hands on some interesting documents about
the plant while we were exploring a notarized
register from the archives. Please find attached
the file”.

This twenty page long file could be categorized
into 3 axes:

In 1934: the Rozen and Associates Szyfka Waks
born Halberstadt, rented the Szaja Bursztyn
plant as well as all of the machines and tools for
the factory’s output.

In 1937: new associates took part in the renting
of the facto including Tema Bergajzen and Sima
Rosen. It was specified that Szyfka Waks, my
grandmother, owned 23.5 of the shares.

In 1938: my grandfather, Luzer Waks, was given
full authority to legally represent the factory
when it came to its management.

The leather factory was seized by the German
authorities and on order of the head of the Lublin
department from the 28 march 1941, Waldemar
Steingotter was appointed administrator.

The 3rd March 1942 this nomination was
registered.

Finally, I had the confirmation I was waiting
for so long! My grandfather did know Dina and
Henia’s father. It was also the first time [ got
to see my grandmother’s signature. It was so
moving and yet so unreal! It felt like I finally
achieved my goal.

Two months later, I went on vacation in the
French Ardeche. I was enjoying my time, hanging
by the pool, the factory completely forgotten,
when Fabien yelled “You received a letter from
one Steingotter!” He had the marvelous idea to
transfer the mail to where we were and he was
handing me an envelope, from Peter Steingotter,
with his Swiss address and phone number written
on the back.

Peter presented his excuses for the delay. Both,
his brother and him, agreed to meet up after
September and suggested the town of Bazel as a
meeting point, being convenient for both parties.
He added that his brother had found documents
that could be of interest for me.

I grabbed the phone to inform Judith. She
immediately tried to contact Peter. After many
talks, a meeting was set with Fritz and Peter
Steingotter on October 21st in Bazel.
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set up by the Gestapo under the orders of
Worthoff and Dr. Sturm. I wasn't carrying a
J KArte on me, but Steingotters rep, a man
called Moose, certified I was indeed a worker
of the leather factory. Every Jew selected had
been sent to Majdanek concentration camp.
To check the usefulness of our commando of
Jewish workers, we were sent several times to

Majdan Tatarski for small selections.

So, at the end of October 1942 we were sent
once again to Majdan Tatarski. It was the
last selection which resulted to the ghetto's
liquidation. All the Jews were transferred to
Majdanek camp. As I was about to receive
my prisoner S outfit, Steingotter appeared to
take some of his workers, which included me.
There were about twenty of us. We went back
to Kosminek to live there but since we were the
property of the camp, we were kept under the
surveillance of a Ukrainian agent.

This situation lasted till spring 1943. And one
day, I received a phone call from a Polish
acquaintance that used to work on the other
main factory. Being very careful with the words
he pronounced, he got me to understand that
the SS army was presently arresting all the
Jews. And I had noticed how close they were
from the plant. Two Jewish men and I managed
to run at the last minute but I never heard of
them ever again. Meanwhile others were
shot dead as they were escaping. I hid at a
Polish’s for a week, in Lublin. He brought me
to Warsaw to meet up with acquaintances. It
was in May 1943 right after the clearance of
Warsaw ghetto.

I would like to say I knew quite well the
defendant, Worthoff, since he used to come
frequently to the plant. Steingotter told me after
the war that he used to get his leather supplies

from there and also from the other factory.”

I learned through his deposition that Walter
Rosenbusch used to see Waldemar Steingotter,
after the war, and that Steingotter died very
quickly after the war.

Concerning J. Rozen’s statement against
Worthoft and Sturm, it mainly dealt with the
process of selection and the deportations that
took place in the small ghetto of Majdan Tatarski.
J. Rozen never talked, in his report, about the
leather factory except to mention when he hid
his daughter Dina under his coat and brought her
to work as well as during the process of the first
selection, at Majdan Tatarski.

After a month, I was still waiting on an answer
from the city town of Eppstein about my research
on Steingotter. Judith decided to take the matter
into her own hands. Without waiting, she called
the city town and was informed that the house
was still inhabited by people of the name of
Steingotter. She got their phone number. A certain
Fritz Steingotter lived there so she decided to
phone him immediately. Unfortunately, when she
said she was calling from Israel, he hung up on
her. After that event, Judith decided to call every
Steingotter from Germany and ended up finding
a family member who told her Waldemar had two
sons: Fritz, who lived in Eppstein and Peter, who
lived in Gstaadt, in Switzerland. Her attempts to
call them were not fruitful. However, in May
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In a way Steingotter saved her father and he was
saved in return. So, both survived!

I started to understand that Steingotter was an
exceptional man who probably deserves official
recognition for his actions.

I rushed to inform Judith Maier after her
conference thata female participant of the reunion,
Henia, also had her father saved by Steingotter.
They had to meet. I also mentioned to Judith
Maier the testimony of Walter Rosenbusch and
all the discoveries I made. She was immediately
captivated by this story. After that, we met
almost every day to talk about Steingotter. What
happened to him? Did he have children? We had
so many questions about him.

Oncebackhome, westartedamail correspondence.
Judith thought we should make a movie out of
it all. She contacted Dina, Henia’s sister, to set
up an appointment. I sent her the transcription
of Walter’s statement and more importantly, I
contacted the archives of Wiesbaden to get the
list of witnesses for the Sturm/Worthoff trial,
the Nazis officials in Lublin. In meantime, I
contacted the city town of Eppstein via mail to
check if there were any Steingotter living at the
address I had found.

The archives of Wiesbaden sent me the list of
all the witnesses of the trial of the criminals of
Lublin and once more there’s a surprise for me!
Walter Rosenbusch and Joseph Rozen testified, as
well as Judith’s mother and many other Lubliners
whose name and stories I recalled.

18 Neighborhood where is located Wspolna Street.

When [ read the preliminary deposition made
by Walter in 1965, at the German Consulate of
Chicago, this whole story got clearer to me since
he reveals some more details about his life at the
time. This deposition was at variance with his
interview on certain levels:

“At my arrival at Lublin I was arrested and
imprisoned in a camp next to Piaski till April
1940. Then I got transferred to Lipowa Camp.
From November 1941, I integrated a group of
Jewish workers employed to the Kosminekl8
leather factory, which was located outside the
ghetto. It was run by a German commission
agent named Waldemar Steingotter. Steingotter
was a very decent man who couldn t always be
opposed to the SS. A little while after the war
ended, I went to visit him to Vockenhausenl9,
near Frankfurt on the Main, where he used to
own a leather factory. His wife wrote me to
announce his death, in 1946 or 1947.

Around 60 people were working in that factory
including 20 Polish men, the rest of them being
Jewish people. In the factory, there were placed
one or two SS agents from the Lipowa Camp, in
charge of the Jewish surveillance. Quite often,
those SS would bring with them a Latvian or
Ukrainian man. I couldn t recall their names.
Jews would stay there at night. From time to
time we were sent to the ghetto for a couple of
days, when the selection days were organized.
When the ghetto of Lublin was cleared out,
Jewish workers from the factory were moved to
the striking, tiny ghetto of Majdan Tatarski for
a few days. There, I survived a huge selection

¥ An area of Eppstein where was located Walter Steingotter’s leather factory.
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So, soon after I got settled in my hotel room, I
had the pleasant surprise to meet up with Henia
and Miri at the restaurant. They were only
staying for a few days because of Henia had a
hard time walking and used a wheelchair. As
soon as I got in contact with the TNN crew, in
charge of interviewing survivors, I suggested
them to interview primarily Henia, whose story’s
so edifying. At the opening conference, taking
place in a castle, it was noticeable that more than
200 people came to Lublin from all around the
world (Israel, the US, Canada, France, Belgium,
Germany and even South America). I felt a bit
ecstatic participating to such an exceptional
event, which would probably bring some answers
along the way. I was right. The next morning, I
attended a lecture given by Judith Maier'® about
her parents’ story. She mentioned, among other
things, her mother’s involvement as a witness in
three trials of Nazis on duty in Lublin: Wiesbaden
versus Dr. Hermann Sturm, responsible for the
deportation of Jewish people from the district,
chief
responsible for Jewish Affairs at Hamburg and
versus Karl Streibel Chief of Ukrainian Guard.
I immediately thought I had to explore this
possibility which 1 did not know about before.
There were some people who testified who might

versus Herman Worthoff ,Gestapo

be interesting for my research.

Judith continued her intervention, talking about
her father being locked up inside the concentration
camp on Lipowa'” Street, in Lublin. Hearing her
words, another surprise came my way: “My father,
Pinchas Zyskind, used to work outside the camp,
in a leather factory. It was confiscated by the Nazis
and managed by a German Treuhander going by
the name of Steingetter, but it used to belong to

16 Judith Maier: My parents, Kol Lublin 2017.

Mr. Brickman. Steingetter treated Jewish people
as well as polish forced workers as human beings.
One day, my father was almost beaten to death, 75
whiplashes, because he smuggled in some food.
His friends took him to the leather factory. When
Steingetter saw him covered in blood, he yelled:
“What did those pigs do to you!” He gave the
order to put him in a cold bathtub and handed him
his sandwiches. After a few days of treatment, my
father went back to work. One night, after work,
Steingetter summoned my father to his office to
warn him to run away before being exterminated
at Majdanek with all the other Jews. “You need to
find a way to escape without waiting” he said to
him wrapping his body with thin leather sheets.”

Her father did manage to escape and join a group
of resistant in Parczew’s forest.

“When the Germans were defeated and the
Red Army entered in Lublin, in July 1944,
every resistant of the region was given
uniforms and weapons and where posted to
maintain order inside the town of Lublin. My
father did not forget about Steingetter so he
went and revealed his story to the General
Iwan Senczylo who allowed him to search for
this German man in Soviet territory and even
provided him with a military motorcycle. After
looking for him in several camps and convoys
of German prisoners, he finally found him
dirty, shabby, weak, famished and leaning on a
stick. My father took him back to Lublin. Once
Steingetter recovered, my father provided him
with a permit and supplies, and put him in a
train to Germany. My father used to say that
this was a man with his heart on the right side”.

17 Camp specialized in forced work, located in 7 Lipowa Street in Lublin, 1939-1944, managed by the SS Sturmbannfuhrer

Hermann Dolp and afterwards by Wolfgang Mohwinkel.
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Fitze, who was also hiding in the leather factory.
But it was Wanda Olbrychska who hid the family
hence saved their lives.

Henia declared:

“when I was in the factory, I got out of my
hideout to go pee. It was somewhere no one
would ever go to because it stank too much.
But Steingotter caught me but did not say a
thing. Dina remained hidden inside the factory
during three weeks before being pulled out to
Warsaw. It’s Jagda, Berek's wife (the brother
of her mother), quite a bold woman, who took
care of the transition between Warsaw and
Lublin. She was the one who came to pick me
up and bring me to my mother s hiding place,
in Warsaw. A few time later, Steingotter warned
my father to leave because the elimination of
the workers was planned the next day. Its the
factorys driver who brought father, during
his escape, to the train station, leaving for

’

Warsaw.’

Her story focused then on Warsaw and the
incredible episodes of hide and seek of all the
family. It’s a miracle an entire family got the
chance to be saved. I’ve known only two families
who got that chance: the Tec family' and the
Tuller family®, and yet there were less family
members saved. In Rosen’s case, we’re talking
about grandparents, uncles and aunts being saved.
That’s unheard of.

The end of the interview, we were all very
overwhelmed. Dina and Henia were very grateful
for me providing them with archives. Later on,
Miri sent me the famous picture taken in 1937

showing about thirty workers, including Joseph
Rozen and two Bursztyn brothers, in front of the

leather factory.

fs=
Workers from the factory, surrounding Joseph Rozen, the
man in the middle wearing a black collar (1937)Waldemar
Steingotter's name is mentioned.

In 2017, to commemorate the memory of
the Jewish community eliminated during the
ghetto’s clear-out 75 years ago, the city of Lublin
partnered with TNN to organize a huge one-week
reunion for Lubliners from all around the world.
There were numerous activities suggested to
participants, such as a tour of meaningful Jewish
places, synagogue, Yeshiva, cemeteries, the
Majdanek and Belzec camps, as well as a tour of
several Shtetl all around Lublin. It also included
conferences tackling various subjects, meeting
with genealogists to help participants with their
research and visits of the archives to show what
could be found about the Jewish community.
When I heard of it, | immediately decided to join,
still hoping to get my hand on a deed about the
factory, with my grandfather’s name.

It has been years and nothing, I did not find any
official document with his name.

14 The story of a lost childhood, Dried tears: author NechamaTec Oxford university Press 1984.
15 Sarah Tuller, a friend of my father who survived, including her brothers & parents.
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Both ladies continued by introducing themselves:
Dina and Henia, born under the name Rozen,
as well as Miri, Henia’s daughter. I introduced
myself, in return, but my name did not ring a
bell to them. I kept on explaining, very briefly,
how my cousin went on hiding inside the factory
and wrote a statement and that I found a lot of
document about this establishment. They only
had one picture of the factory before the war.
Miri was absolutely appalled since her mother
never mentioned to her any of this timeframe of
her life. When I suggested to meet up at a more
appropriate time so they could tell me the story of
their survival, Miri was the first one to convince
her mom to accept. We quickly set up a meeting
before the beginning of the ceremony which
didn’t allow having a conversation. They agreed
to come at my cousin’s place to be interviewed
and Miri would record it all. They had never
done it before, neither for Yad Vashem, Amcha
nor TNN which sent emissaries to Israel in order
to gather statements on tape through interviews
from Shoah’s survivors.

Indeed our meeting turned out to be very
interesting and would last for more than two
hours. In addition to the three women, Miri’s
brother cared to be present and listen to his
mother’s statement.

Henia was born on 1931 and Dina on 1938 in
Lublin. So, they, respectively, were 9 and 1 year
old at the beginning of the war. In 1945, they were
15 and 6. Their father Joseph married Tauba
Bursztyn, daughter of Szaja Bursztyn, owner of
the leather factory.

Frankfurt
and specialized in leather and its chemical

Joseph  studied Chemistry in

composition. Henia’s recollections of the war
were clearer than Dina’s which explains why
she would be the one doing most of the talking
for almost two hours. She recalled the family
moving a lot inside Lublin’s ghetto before it was
cleared out in March 1942. She also evokes the
family’s arrival to Majdan Tatarski ghetto. They
shared a one bedroom apartment with three other
families. She remembered the first selection
where everyone was lying on the floor of the
ghetto’s main place. A German even walked on
their mother’s legs and that she did not say a
word. She said a Polish man helped them hide,
with a lot of other people, inside a bunker covered
of brick, closing from the outside, meanwhile
their father was still at work. Henia thought that
if something happened to this Pole, they were
all doomed. The other people did not want their
mother to take Dina with them, fearing she might
cry, blowing their cover. They wanted to kill
Dina but their mother said “if someone touches
my kid, I will scream and our cover will be
blown”. During the second selection, everyone
went to hide in the bunker except for their father,
who kept Dina with himself. When the selection
officially started, he left Dina all alone in the
garden, inside the henhouse. He had the Ausweis
of the factory. The ones hidden inside the bunker
could hear her talk to the chickens. They did not
get caught and Dina was found, sleeping in the
chicken coop. They absolutely had to run away.
Our father organized our hidden spot. He paid a
Ukrainian to accompany us to the leather factory.
We sneaked in during the night time. My father
did not say a thing to anybody. Dina was hidden
inside a closet. My mother and I spent only one
night there before someone took us to Warsaw,
using forged documents made by the resistant
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The 2008 article, from the Eppstein gazette,
dealt with the town’s architecture. But more
importantly, it mentioned a very interesting
construction designed in 1934 by an architect,
Robert Michel, known for his particular style
inspired by the Bauhaus movement. He was
the one who built a dwelling place in 2 Am
Heiligenwald Street, in Eppstein. The dwelling
place was owned by Waldemar Steingotter, a
manufacturer of leather.

Unbelievable! I finally found his address.

A few months later, back in Lublin, I had the
chance to talk to Robert Kuwalek. I asked him
if he ever heard about a group of Jewish workers
who might have been outed of the camp. He
answered positively but he never heard about
Steingotter.

At that moment, I though I’ve reached a point,
since [ had no more lead to explore.

In December 2012, I went to Tel Aviv to attend,
for the first time, the Annual Meeting of the
Jews of Lublin Association, Kol Lublin. The
commemoration, every year, allowed everyone to
be together, to talk and witness some statements
or conferences about Lublin and its inhabitants.
I was fully aware that the ceremony would
unfortunately be in Hebrew which meant needing
a translator. But [ was determined to go since I
was starting off on a new lead, working on
another passage of Esther’s statement, and had an
appointment with the grandson of one of Esther’s
girlfriends. I was having a conversation with him,
actually, when I suddenly heard, from behind:
“We’re the Rozen Family”. As I jumped around,

I could see two old ladies and another younger
woman conversing. Without even realizing the
brutal way I sent my partner off, nor my intrusion,
I got closer to them before shouting out:

“- Do you mean you're a member of the Rozen
family who used to own a leather factory in
Lublin?

- Yes, I do, replied one of the women, looking at
me quite puzzled.

- Are we talking about the Rozen & Bursztyn
factory on Wspolna Street? I insisted out of
skepticism.

- Yes, indeed! How do you know that? She
answered, stunned.

- I did some research on this particular factory
because my grandfather used to own some shares.
Were you aware it went under the management of
a German administrator?

- Of course, we did! He was the one who saved
our lives, they shouted it out, staring at me as if
they were staring at an Alien!

- Was his name Waldemar Steingotter? I added.

- Yes, it was. I totally forgot about his name!
Replied the oldest one, looking at me in a deep,
surprised way”.

We shared a moment of total astonishment. How
could it be? How did they manage to survive?
Out of the 43000 Jews of Lublin, barely 200 or
300 of them made it alive!

During his studies out in Frankfurt, their father
met Waldemar Steingotter and found himself, out
of the blue, in Lublin when he came to manage
a leather factory. They said how incredible of a
chance it turned out to be.
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Lubelskie Zaklady Graficene

The document found in August 2011 at the archives, on which Waldemar Steingotter’s name is mentioned.

I was beyond happy by this find. Everything I also learned that S. Rozen had a son, Joseph
coincided! The only problem was the name of my Rozen. Joseph Rozen got married to Szaja
grandfather was nowhere to be found. Emil was Burzstyn’s daughter. It was a familial enterprise.
set on finding Alexander Kurek’s descendants Once again, nothing about Steingotter. I scrolled
but there was no lead. And I decided to go on the on Google and typed «Treuhand in Poland».
track of Waldemar Steingotter. The result suggested Bernhard Rosenkotter’s"
Back to Paris, with the help of Emil, I learned book, entitled "Die Haupttreuhandstelle Ost und
how to consult directly online Lublin’s archives der Raub Polnischer Vermogen 1939-1945".
where an unbelievable number of scanned I put down his name on the scroll bar and got
documents are accessible to all. This was how [ his mail from the University of Essen. So, I sent
got my hands on the factory’s architectural files him a mail, hoping he could guide me somehow.
with the drawings of the place, frontages, cross He replied in no time, forwarding me an article
section plans, as well as the placement of tanks he had found, typing the name Steingotter on
and machines. Google.

13 Bernhard Rosenkotter the main administrations offices of properties east and the robbery of polish assets: 1939-1945 Klartex
Verlag Essen 2003.
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it was still possible to see that two old brick
buildings, facing each other, were gathered under
a brand-new roof. When I was there, there was
still construction going on one of the surfaces.
As I walked along the gate and the left-exterior
wall, next to a huge meadow with trees all over
the place, I bumped into the river which ran at the
bottom of the wall. Immediately at that moment, I
could feel inside that it was the old factory Esther
described. Everything matched: the river at the
back, the porches facing the entrance. I could
definitely imagine her in the water walking along
the wall, covered by the trees growing up on the
other embankment as well as in the field. The
front yard, corresponding to the entrance of the
printing shop, was the place where Henio was
shot.

of Jankel. The lessee manager was S. Rozen
& Associates; the managing director was Jan
Machnicki. The factory was composed of a two-
story brick building, three wooden buildings,
plus a room dedicated to a caretaker as well as
three lavatories outside in the courtyard. There
were some renovations in 1928. The document
dated back to November 5th 1936 and was signed
by S. Bursztyn. On the fifth page was added with
a black pencil the name S. Bursztyn, owner of
the property. On the property manager column
was written: Treuhandausserstelle distrikt Lublin,
Krak Pred 78, Waldemar Steingotter (biuro
Towarowa 41 garbarnie P. Brickman'?). In other
words, the name and address of the German
manager who took care of Lublin’s factories. He

was the famous Steingotter who Walter talked

- s
AR =

The leather Factory at 19 Wspolna Street shot taken from left side of the property

The next morning, we joined Emil at the archives.
The small five-page file was there, waiting for
us. It was an administrative investigation on the
leather Factory at 19 Wspolna Street, in Kusminek.
The landlord’s name was Szaja Bursztyn, son

about and whose main office was situated in
the biggest factory, owned by P. Brickman, on
Towarowa Street. Waldemar Steingotter used
to live on the most beautiful avenue of Lublin,
Krakowskie Przedmiescie.

12 Pejsach Brikman owned the biggest leather factory of Lublin, 47 Towarowa Street
The document found in August 2011 at the archives, on which Waldemar Steingotter’s name is mentioned.
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it didn t matter anymore that you were working
or not. We were taken to the camp of Majdanek,
barely a kilometer away from there. We had to
run there, escorted by the police and the guards.
Once there, at the actual camp of Majdanek,
as we were about to put the special outfit for
prisoners on, our German boss Steingotter
appeared out of the blue, with Doctor Sturm
by his side ,this criminal, Head of the Gestapo.
So, he came and got every Jewish from the
factory out of the camp. He brought with him
a Polish employee who took us back to the
factory. We had to live and keep on working
there. And this was what happened. But for
how long?

Then, on March 19th 1943 the phone rang.
Someone told me: the Gestapo is encircling the
main factory and taking all the Jews. I didn t
say a word. I just took my coat. I knew how to
get out of there without being seen. I used the
backdoor & walked through a wood, straight
to my Polish friend’s, Alexander Kurek". He
had promised me to help if I needed it. He kept
me in for 3 days, asking no money in return.
In the evening, he told me what happened.
A few Jewish workers tried to escape and so
were shot in front of the Leather factory. All the
other ones were sent to Majdanek. As I stayed
at his place, he was risking his life for me.
Then his brother, who used to be a railway
worker, came with me to the train station,
bought me a train ticket to Warsaw and

escorted me for one train stop.”

Weirdly enough, Walter never reflects on his
arrival at Esther’s, which should be around
March 43. He explains though how he came in

1 No information about that person.

contact with some people from the Resistance,
who found him a place to hide. After numerous
twists and turns, Russians would free Walter in
Germany in 1945.

In August 2011, I went back to Lublin with my
husband. Emil was waiting for us at the TNN
Center with some exciting news. Going through
archives, he came upon a file on a leather factory
on 19 Wspolna Street, in the neighborhood of
Kusminek. So, Emil made an appointment for the
next day, to go through it. In the mid time, we had
to check if the street numbers remained the same
ever since the war. We looked at pictures from
overhead, taken by the Germans, on the screen.
The Land register was exactly the same as it were
during the war, apparently nothing had changed.
We could notice a street parallel to the river, on the
odd number side of the street there were a bunch
of buildings whose backyards edged the bank of
the river spaced out by green foliage. Meanwhile
on the even number side of the street, buildings
were all lined up, containing small courtyards
and small gardens.

My husband and I headed towards Wspolna
Street. It was exactly as it were pre-war time,
including on the odd number side old, grey,
two-story buildings, which were completely
run-down, supported by forestays. Porches were
opening onto small gardens, wooden cabins,
wrecked sheds. The pavement was made of
stones wrecked in thousand pieces. A feeling
of hopelessness came out of this place. Once at
number 19, you could see a new construction with
a surrounding wall and a metal gate at the front.
It was a printing house. From the main entrance,
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studies in Germany and his father who always
identified as a German. I thought to myself that
it had to be a homonym since he never mentions
Poland. As I forward the tape, I suddenly heard
the sentence “join my father to Lublin” and a little
bit further “a job in a leather factory”. I couldn’t
doubt anymore, he was the one I was looking for.
I ordered the digital version to examine every last
details.

Walter recounts his arrival at a leather factory in
Lublin, in 1939. He was extremely lucky to get
a job at the factory thanks to his perfect German
language. He was assigned as the first manager’s
secretary. This manager was appointed by
the Germans to handle all of Lublin’s leather
factories. In Lublin, all of the factories were
managed by Jewish people, who had control over
the leather trade before the war. The factory he
used to work at would close seven months after
his arrival. Mr. Martin’, the manager’s right
hand, who happened to become Walter’s friend,
brought Walter with him to another plant where a
lot of Jewish people were employed, including the
former owners themselves. This work obviously
embodied safety and a chance to live thanks to
the J- Ausweis'’ which prevented you from being
arrested as well as deported. Leather production
turned to be a priority for the Germans. Around
January 1941, another German was appointed as
the Head Manager of the remaining four factories.

“This new manager happened to be a very fair
man. He wasnt a member of the SS party. He
actually was the owner of a leather factory near
Frankfurt. He tried to keep his production afloat
including all of his Jewish workers who he tried
to protect”, says Walter Rosenbusch.

® No information about that person.
10T Ausweis - Working permit.

He moves on and talks about the ghetto of Lublin
being liquidated in March 1942. It resulted to
28000 people packed off to the extermination
camp of Belzec, as well as the transfer to the
Majdan Tatarski ghetto of the rest of the 5000
“capable Jewish workers” who possessed

Ausweis delivered by their employers.

Most importantly, he kept on explaining how
Jewish workers from the leather factory got to
help their acquaintances, hidden outside. An
arrangement was set by everyone working in the
offices to let in husks which would not appear
in the bookkeeping. Behind closed doors, those
husks would be treated and given to polish men,
from the outside, in charge of reselling them in
the black market. Every worker, whether Jewish
or Polish, would share the profits at the end of
every month.

At that moment, I understood why Esther was
insisting that much on the role of the factory on
hers and Genia’s survival. Every single month,
Henio used to send them an envelope containing
money, probably through the intermediary of
a Polish worker. That same envelope, Walter
caught a glimpse of, on which was written Esther
and Genia’s address in Warsaw.

Then Rosenbusch describes the events of
November 9th 1942:

“November 9th 1942: I remembered quite well
that date which was the same as the collapse
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The small
ghetto of Majdan Tatarski was girded by the
SS, the Gestapo, the Lithuanian and Ukrainian
help. Everyone had to leave the barracks and
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leather factory from the quite vague information
we had from Esther’s story: She said it was near
Frabryczna Street and close to the train station.
Once on site, Emil and I discovered the tiny river
that crossed with Frabryczna Street. On the left
side of the river, there were a bunch of buildings
from the sixties. We walked along the river, back
up, for several miles before coming across an
old building with its main entrance opening onto
another street. Nothing matched the description
from Esther’s record. The river should have run
alongside the leather factory’s wall. But Emil
did not want to give up. Back at the Center’s
office, he started to search inside the professional
directory, from the thirties, for factory addresses.
The search wasn’t satisfactory. No tracks of the
factory of which I do not have any document.

Emil made an appointment for me with Robert
Kuwalek?®, the historian specialized in Majdanek’s
concentration camp. He read, with great interest,
Esther’s story and confirmed: workers from the
leather factory were, indeed, the last ones who
had been deported after November 43.

Emil found out a great number of documents
related to my grandfather’s building on
Lubartowska Street, the birth certificates of my
father’s siblings and many other documents but
nothing about the leather factory.

Back to Paris, 1 decide to explore Lublin via
Google map and my eye caught the name of a
tiny street, alongside the river, way more in the
southern part of Frabryczna Street.

It was Wspolna Street! Suddenly I remembered
my father’s note. I thought he wrote the factory’s
name when it actually was the name of the street.

How come I did not think of it before? I mailed
Emil to tell him I might have found the address
we were looking for.

Three months later, I am in Jerusalem at the
Research Center of Yad Vashem. I had the list of
all the survivors ‘names mentioned by Esther in
her testimony. I have in mind that maybe one of
them might have left a report, by any chance.

The woman in charge of the research types the
names on her laptop and to my great surprise
tells me: “Yes, there’s an interview of a certain
Walter Rosenbusch from the Steven Spielberg
Foundation! You can watch it at the media center,

",

it’s in English

”‘l lﬂ | AN '.

Walter Rosenbusch in 1995, Chicago USA

I had access to a 3-hours-long videotape, recorded
in Chicago in March 1995. The interview opens
onto an old and frail man, with black hair and an
imposing pair of glasses. Despite the fact that
he speaks English, his strong German accent
makes it difficult to understand him. He was born
in Katowice on 1913. He evokes his youth, his

8 Robert Kuwalek 1966-2014, historian graduated from the Catholic University of Lublin. Used to work at Majdanek Museum’s

Research Department.
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people had surrounded him, ordering “Take off
your pants!” Henio was a tall, blond man who
looked like an Aryan. Despite the fake papers
he had, the Germans would not bother to check
his identity and shot him dead, in the middle of
the yard.

Walter Rosenbusch had found us because he
remembered he saw our address on an envelope
that Henio was holding in his hand. He did not
have any other choice but to join us and us to
let him in. The help coming from the leather
factory was over. The couple who used to rent
us a room asked a neighbor from the building
if she would consider renting a room to Walter,
which she agreed to. Walter would pretend
to go to work but instead he would spend the
whole day at our place. His Jewishness and his
terrible polish made him afraid to go out. But
one day his landlady found out that he stayed
all the day with us and hastened him to leave.
In the very same building used to live a police
officer who scared us. It felt like he suspected
us. One day, He did send a letter to Walter,
notifying him that he would come over to check
on his situation. A few days earlier the building
had been hedged in by Germans. We were dead
sure it was for us, but it turned out that they had
arrested a young Jewish woman, converted
to Christianity, who lived in the building
with her Christian husband. The earth under
our feet began to burn, so we decided to run
away. It was through Halina®, my stepmother s
daughter, who was alive and hiding in Warsaw
too, that I found a work as an au pair for Count
Xavier Grocholski®’ children. I knew Walter
survived and flew to the US.”

After the reading of this statement, which only
the events in relation to the leather factory I’ve
chosen to expose, I put it in a drawer and in the
back of my mind.

In 2009 the hospitalization of my mother led me
to look for some documents in her apartment.
This was when I accidently came upon a file
containing all of my father’s Polish papers. It
included one sheet of paper where my father
wrote the address of his family in Lublin as well
as the name of the bank establishment and the
leather factory.

It came as a shock to see his handwriting, as if
it were a direct order from my late father “Go
ahead, go and see”!

It had never crossed my mind that I could go to
Poland since my father had never gone back there.
Poland was for me the country of all dangers, of
antisemitism and also the chance to get assaulted
or even murdered.

My fear left me overnight and I immediately
decided to go there.

I contacted the TNN Center which aimed at
keeping alive the Jewish memory of Lublin
Town. They immediately offered their support
pointing me to a certain Emil’ who would be able
to help me with my research, during my stay. I
picked up again Esther’s testimony and started to
study it with caution.

I landed at Lublin in May 2010. I met the
whole TNN team as well as Emil, my point of
contact. After scanning all the papers, photos
and other documents, real search could begin. I
discovered a huge amount of information about
my grandfather. Then, we tried to localize the

5 Halina Sinicki, daughter of Esther’s father’s second wife who survived and emigrated to Israel.
¢ Count Xaviery Grocholski (1903-1947), executed for treason by the communist government.

"Emil Majuk, researcher journalist at the Grodska gate TNN.
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The watchman must have heard something
because he came down with his massive dog
that started to bark and to jump furiously on the
wooden door. I could envision the dog throwing
itself at me as the hook was on the verge to give
way. I did not move nor did I breathe. The man
started to push the door open, saying “Who is
there?” “A woman” I replied. For the life of
me, I didn t know why I said this, but it seemed
the most appropriate and the only response to
give at the time.

- Open the door! No stranger is allowed in
there!
- I'll open if you hold your dog tight!

Once he tied his dog up, I came out and
introduced myself as Henio's sister in law. So,
he shouted “May this damn world go down in
flames! We either die all together or we will

live side by side.”

After that, he looked for Henio and scolded
him since I was left outside, soaking wet and
shaking out of cold and fear. Henio took me to
his room and out of the blue, just like a savage,
1 felt famished and thirsty. All I could think of
was to satisfy those cravings of mine. I drank
a whole pot of black coffee meanwhile Henio
was settling a mattress down for me to sleep
on. A few hours earlier someone had died from
the typhoid fever on that very same mattress
but who could care about that! All night long
Henio dried my cloth on his tiny electric

Primus.

The next morning, [ went by myselfto the train
station, heading off to Warsaw. It might seem

suicidal but I didn't have any other option.
Hiding out in the leather factory would have
meant putting the lives of all the Jewish workers
in jeopardy. Since 1 had nowhere to go to in
Lublin, I had to blend in with Warsaw s crowd.
The only thing I could think of was the address
of a Polish man who used to live in 29 Dluga
Street. I knocked at his door asking for help.
He helped me to get Aryan papers under the
name: Halina Majewska and I lived in Warsaw

¢

hiding under that name. "

This is how the first part of Esther’s testimony
finishes. I date it back to November 1942 right
after the liquidation of the Majdan tatarsky ghetto.

When in Warsaw, Esther located her sister in law
Genia Tykoczinska, Henio’s spouse, with whom
she rented a room from a Polish couple who were
aware of their Jewishness.

She went on testifying:

“Henio kept sending me money from the leather
factory. Summer 43 passed by as smoothly as
possible, but by November 1943, the Jewish
workers from the factory were arrested and
sent to Majdanek's extermination camp. Only
a few managed to escape.

One day, showed up at our front door Walter
Rosenbusch. He was one of the Jews working
at the leather factory. He told us about Henio s
death and the circumstances of his death.
When the Germans stepped in the courtyard,
he run to the entrance gate but Polish people
passing by at the same time shouted that a Jew
was trying to escape. Germans ran after him
as he got inside the yard of a building from the
other side of the street. But those same Polish
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under the barbed wires of the Madjan Tatarski’s This is how she remembers it in her testimony:

ghetto?and got a job at Victor Kremin*’s factory,

another German trustee of Jewish assets, where “The guards came real close and spoke
her husband, Moshe Tykoczinski* was working. German. One of them said he saw a shadow
disappear into the darkness. Another one took
When Victor Kremin warned Esther that her name his flashlight and scouted the whole street. He
appeared on the daily’s list of people picked up for lit up the leather factory's outer wall but did
Majdanek’s concentration camp, she succeeded not see a thing, so he told his colleague that
to hide in the attic of Kremin’s factory with about he must have imagined it. They were so close I
thirty people and escaped the selection. could hear every single word. Eventually, they
The next day, she crossed the whole town of left. I waited a few more minutes which seemed
Lublin, escaping and trying to find shelter again long as eternity. I had to get out of the water
at my grandfather’s leather factory. At that because I was getting colder and colder and
time, Jewish prisonners were still working there started to shake. So,  walked in the cold water
including her brother in law, Hénio Tykoczinski. along the wall till it was replaced by a wooden
But the guardian refused to let her in. Hénio came fence. What could I do? I started screaming as
with a polish worker who took her to a prostitute loud as I could “Henio! Hénio!” Anyone could
who lived in the same street and who accepted to have heard my voice considering the silence
hide her. But the prostitute threw her out when out in the middle of the night, but I did not care
her service started, 4pm sharp. Esther knocked about it. It is hard to believe but my brother in
at the neighbor’s door and begged them to let law did hear me. He stepped out of his room
her in, without success. If she was found, out on and found me there, behi nd the high wooden
the street, before the coming curfew, she would fence. He walked me where the fence was less
immediately be executed. As she was trying once high in order to pull me by the arms to get me
again to reach the leather factory’s door, a German inside the leather factorys courtyard. Once
patrol walked into the street. Esther started to run in, he said he did not know what to do with
the length of the leather factory’s wall and jumped me. He told me “Hide away, [ will try to find
into a small river that ran alongside the backyard a solution”. He pushed me inside a toilet and 1
of the building without taking into account the locked the door with a hook.
depth of the water.

2 Established in 1942 after Lublin was cleared out, it was turned into a tiny ghetto where lived 4000 «useful Workers & their
families». The ghetto was emptied on November 9th 1942.

3 Cf. article «Victor Kremin-A Schindler in Lublin?» written by Brigitte Waks in Kol Lublin 2012.

4 Moshe Tykoczinski must have probably been deported to Majdaneck during the liquidation of the Kremin factory on November
1942.
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Brigitte Waks

Waldemar Steingotter
and my grandfather’s leather factory at Lublin

My father told me very little about his family
members who disappeared during the Shoah. But
I did remember one fact that his late father, Haim
Eleazar Waks, owned a leather factory along
with a bank establishment in Lublin, a town in
Poland.

My father, Maurice Waks, was born in Lublin on
1915 within a very well-off family. His father sent
him to France, to study at Ecole Polytechnique
in Grenoble. He obtained his certificate as an
engineer specialized in Electricity in 1938.

My father enrolled in the Polish army in France
in October 1939. In June 1940, despite being
surrounded by the Germans in the French district
of Jura, the whole Polish army managed to cross
over into Switzerland where the soldiers were
interned in camps until the end of the war. This
is how my father survived. Of all his numerous
family members, after the war, he was only
able to find his aunt Macha, his cousins Aron
Halberstadt and Esther Arenzon with whom he
grew up back in Lublin.

Esther was the only person of his huge family
who succeeded to survive in occupied Warshaw
pretending to be a Christian. Esther immigrated to
Israel in 1950. My father died prematurely, when
I was eighteen years old. Even after that event,

she always came few times a year to spend the
holidays with our family in France. I also went
to visit her to Tel Aviv. She was dear to my father
and he considered her as a sister. As a child, I
idolized her and wished to be just like her. She
never told anything about her war time to anyone.

So, finding out a twenty-page long testimony,
after her death in 2000, came as a shock to me.
This testimony described with excruciating
details how she succeeded to survive during the
war. She signed it Halina Majewska, the name
she used on her false documents.

In April 1942, Lublin’s ghetto is liquidated.
Esther makes a first attempted to take shelter at
my grandfather’s leather plant but was denied
access. Back then, it was managed by a German
administrator who took care of Jews confiscated
assets. One Polish worker from the factory
took her to his house for a night. The next day,
my grandfather who himself had left secretly
Lublin for the Warshaw ghetto, sent her a Pole
to escort her by train to join the Waks family in
Warsaw. She lived there for a few months with
my grandfather, among his family. But then she
decided to go back to Lublin because of constant
selections at her workplace, the Toebbens!
factory. Once in Lublin, she succeeded to sneak

! The largest company of forced labor within the ghetto of Warsaw, managed by Walter Gaspar Toebbens. He was collaborating with

the Nazi (1909-1954)
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From left to right: Eitan Burstein, Pola
Bakalczuk, Malca Burstein, Keren Rogovski

Pola Bakalczuk

In FEitan Burstein home [ met -caring,
knowledgable and open-minded people who
taught me that we can't change the past, but we
also can't live in it forever. I was pleased to try
my skills with creating astonishing pancakes
during my few hours stay in the home of the
one of the family. I realized that even one small

ingredient can change the whole dish.
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From left to right:' Nachum and Neta Avidar | N1'T0{7 DY TN OJI nina
with Katarzyna Przekaza, Magdalena Boryn, N0 Y, NITTAN ,NTNTYD
Shachar Sami, Hadas Segal 720 0TI

Magdalena Boryn

This day was really special. We meet Neta and
Nachum Avidar. The history which was told us
was absolutely touching I had tears in my eyes
sometimes. It was hard to listen about history
that was beautiful but couldn't be continue.
Cooking was fun and food so good! Many
dishes from dinner are popular in Poland and

they have similar taste.
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Students impressions about your meeting with Lubliners' families:

PN

From left to right: Yarin Weinstein (hiding),
Ben Levit, Adam Rybojad, Zofia Gieroba,
Hana Sternschuss, Aliza Solomon

Adam Rybojad

I had meeting with Aliza Solomon and Hana
Sternschuss, two sisters whose mother came
from Lublin. We spent together only one
afternoon and after that I felt like they were
my grandmas. We had a great dinner that was
mixing polish and Israeli food. We had a lot
of interesting discussion about stories of their
family. I stay in touch with them and wait for
the day when they will come to Lublin.

[INI70 NT'7Y1 DIWIOY NIN NINND
,IN'I2 DTN ,N2I" 'DIT NN NINTND
(NX2NND) POWYT 1 0MY |3

Ben Levit

Meeting the Lubliner's families was an amazing
experience. They picked us up in the morning
and took us to their homes. We talked with them
for hours about their culture back in Lublin and
how things have changed in Israel. We talked
about relatives and about the holocaust and
our polish partners even helped them translate
some documents polish that they had trouble
reading. We cooked with them as well and had
a big fantastic dinner of polish food with all the

families together in the main hall.
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Jews". The book was based on interviews which

took place in Grodzka Gate in 2012.

During the visit in Israel Polish students they
participated at ceremony organizated by The
Lublin & vicinity society of Israel at Memorial
Site in the cementary in Givatayim, at March of
"Remembrance" and at the Municipal Memorial
Ceremony at the Holocaust Memorial Site,
visited besides Rishon LeZion Museum, Tel

Aviv, Jerusalem and Yad Vashem Institut.

During a visit in Lublin (July 21st-28th, 2019)
the task of the students was to work together
and presenting in a creative way selected stories
of Lublin families, using the methods of work
chosen by them (typography, film / reportage,
theater / storytelling, comics, photography,
new media). The students presented their work
during the closing ceremony of the project in
Lublin (July 28th, 2019). During a visit in Poland
Israeli students visited also non-existent Jewish
district in Lublin, House of Words, Centre for the
Meeting of Cultures in Lublin (CSK), Memorial
Trail - the route to Lublin Umschlagplatz, State
Museum at Majdanek, Kazimierz Dolny and

Warsaw.

In this project took part members of The Lublin
& vicinity society of Israel: Neta Avidar, Eitan
Burstein, Shmuel Bar-Israel, Meyer Dan, Judith
Maier, Cyla-Sara Matsree, Tzvi Rozenberg,
Aliza Hana

Miriam  Shmueli, Solomon,

Sternschuss, Idith Yasur.

The list of Israeli students who took part in the
project: Kfir Amar, Stav Ben Itzhak, Chen File,
Idan Gelber, Ninel Ichilov, Ben Levit, Keren
Rogovski, Ben Romano, Shahar Sami, Hadas

Segal, Shalev Shuldman, Yarin Weinstein.

And the list of Polish students who took part in
the project: Pola Bakalczuk, Magdalena Boryn,
Adrian Dzik, Katarzyna Gatan, Katarzyna
Przekaza, Michat Gatan, Zofia Gieroba, Jakub
Kniazuk, Adam Rybojad, Filip Surdacki, Agata
Szymczak, Mieszko Wnuk.

Like always in The "Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre"
Centre, we tried to tell a non-abstract story, but
make focus on the personal stories. I think that
for some reasons for Polish students meeting
with Lubliners and their stories was even
more meaningful than for Israelis: Lubliners
and Polish students have the same background
which is city of Lublin which creates a special
thread of understanding and a strong connection
to the place of origin. For all people taking part
in the project, it was an important experience in
searching for the common history. At the end
I would like to thank to Tzvika Shulman and
members of The Lublin & vicinity society of
Israel for so much support and understanding.
Thanks to them we managed to accomplish this

project.
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The "Grodzka Gate - NN Theatre" Centre

Bartosz Gajdzik

Searching for common history
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Summary of youth exchange from partner cities Lublin and Rishon LeZion
and meeting with members of The Lublin & vicinity society of Israel

Project ,,Searching for common history” was
addressed to young people from Lublin and
Rishon LeZion, interested in discovering
local stories related to Lublin Jews. Thanks
to commitment and help of Tzvika Shulman
and members of The Lublin & vicinity society
of Israel we managed to organize meetings of
students from Poland and Israel in the homes
of Lubliners. 24 young people from Lublin and
Rishon LeZion learned about selected stories of
Lublin Jewish families whose members lived in
Israel after World War II. In Israel participants
met with Lubliners, in Poland participants
looked for the places connected with these
families and prepared special works conected
with those families. The organizers of the

project were municipality of Rishon LeZion and

municipality of Lublin.

Getting to know the biographies of Lublin

families, whose descendants lived after World
War II in Israel, students of the program had the
opportunity to confront their knowledge of the
great history - from the pre-war period, through
the German occupation and the Holocaust to

modern times - with the fate of specific people.

Before a visit of Polish students to Israel (May
Ist-8th, 2019), in March and April 2019 they
took part in Lublin in a series of preparatory
meetings. During workshops and meetings they
gotto know the history of life and death of Jews in
Lublin and they learned the methods of working
with history. Meeting in Lubliners homes (May
5th) was for students the most exciting part of
the visit in Israel. In the Lubliners homes all
together were cooking and students learned
family stories of Lubliners. Students from
Lublin brought for Lubliners a book "Selvaged

stories. Interviews with the families of Lublin
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Municipality of Rishon LeZion
Mayor's Office

August 27, 2019

Dear Lubliners, Friends & Colleagues,

I would like to congratulate the City of Lublin, the Association of Lubliners in Israel,
the Foreign Relation Office and the Youth Department of Rishon LeZion for the
wonderful and special project that has come to life "Memory Lanes".

This unique project. was born from an idea and dream and now it has come to life.

[ am sure that it will be an ongoing project filled with new adventures, new stories and
the most important the start of new friendships between our youths and residents.

The connections between Rishon LeZion and Lublin have grown in the past years and 1
look forward to the future.

[ would like to thank The Lublin Association. Teatr NN. Foreign Relation Departments
from both Cities and a personal gratitude to the Mayor of Lublin Dr. Zuk for his
continuous support to make the cooperation between our Cities an ideal model for all
Cities.

Respectfully Yours,
Raz Kinstlich

Mayor of Rishon LeZion

03-9547133 "OR9 *  03-9547772 »20° 75264 |1'87-1WR1 .20 2000 ‘77 :N21N3
razk@rishonlezion.muniil :2»n WWW.RISHONLEZION.MUNLIL :01701"%2 n11m
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

‘Searching for common history’ is a project that represents a significant step towards a new
history of Poland and Israel as well as Lublin and Rishon LeZion. This initiative results from
town-twinning, targeting young residents of Lublin and Rishon, who actively partook in the
project. It is no coincidence that Lublin has been engaged in the project, as the city is
connected with the history of the Jewish people to a large extent.

For a start, young people from Lublin visited Rishon LeZion. It was nice to hear that young
inhabitants from our city were so warmly received in the partner city. I am convinced that
throughout their stay Lublin youth met charismatic people, including former Lublin residents,
discovered places marked by history, and together celebrated the Holocaust Day. The visit to
Rishon LeZion was by far an unforgettable event, which was not only a valuable history
lesson but also an opportunity to strike new friendships. Less than 2 months later, it was
Lublin that hosted Rishon. I am convinced that the time spent in our city was equally
interesting, creative and important for both sides. I am in no doubt that such actions as
workshops by the ‘Grodzka Gate — NN Theatre’ Centre aided understanding of the fate that
the ancestors of our guests suffered in Lublin. It was a new phase in the two-sided cooperation,
both between cities and nations.

Talks about expanding the existing school-to-school and commencing new university
cooperation, topped the agenda. With that in mind, I encourage all Israeli students to enrol
at Lublin universities. Over 6.3 thousand off-shore students study in Lublin this academic
year, which means that every 10t student at one of our local universities comes from another
country. I am glad that the Faculty of Management at the Lublin University of Technology
will cooperate with the COMOS College of Management in Rishon within the framework of
Erasmus+ projects. This will open a new window of opportunity for Lublin and Israel.

I wish to thank the partners who supported this initiative. In particular, I would like to
emphasize the involvement of the Lublin Jews Association in Israel, the ‘Grodzka Gate — NN
Theatre’ Centre in Lublin, 3 Union of Lublin High School, and hosting families.

Krzysztof Zuk PhD
Mayor of Lublin

plac Krola Wiadystawa tokietka 1, 20-109 Lublin, tel.: +48 81 466 2000, fax: +48 81 466 2001
ePUAP: /UMLublin/SkrytkaESP, e-mail: prezydent@lublin.eu, www.um.lublin.eu
Nr dokumentu Mdok: 118203/09/2019 Strona 1z 1

6

(107)




A letter from Amos Oz to Tzvika Shulman

Tel-Aviv, Nov.6, 2018

Dear Tzvika,
Thank you for your nice letter and for the warm words you wrote to me.

I think, just like you, that a person does not start on the date written in his birth
certificate. Each of us carries on his back, or maybe in his stomach, his parents
and his parents' parents, many generations whose lives touch our lives. And what
1s more important - their lives enrich our lives. And by saying that I mean your
Lublin, and Ukraine and Lithuania, where my family came from, places that
I tried to draw (according to my family members) in my book "A tale of love
and darkness". My way to the places that I feel I was connected to even before
I was born passes mainly through books: Mendele Mocher Sforim and Bialik,
Berdyczewski and Brenner and Agnon, all this big choir which offers me here in
Tel-Aviv places that do not exist anymore and people who have been torn away
or murdered. And there are also conversations with Polish people and Russian
people, conversations through books, and face to face as appear in my book "The
Same Sea". You will find there a section by the name "Riko thinks about the
mysterious snowman". This short section corresponds actually with your nice
letter. But maybe in all my books (almost) there is a conversation with the previous
generations and with places they were torn from. And one more thing - to learn
from the past - absolutely. But without becoming a slave to it. Our past belongs
to us, but we do not belong to it.

Thank you, and all the best

Amos 07

You can see the original letter of Amos Oz on page 7
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- Internal communications among the members
must be improved. An active Facebook site
must be established and maybe an Internet
site as well. We need many volunteers to
maintain contact with the members.

In conclusion

Eighty years have passed since the beginning of
World War Two. We must put an end to hate and
start on a new path in our relationship with the
others. This change must start with us, since we
cannot rely on the politicians

The Committee members and I manage the
Association with devotion and love. Next year
will be a trial year for the Association, and I
hope that the future will be clearer. 1 apply
to all of you to volunteer as much as you can
to the activities. Come to the meetings and
contribute money generously in order to

enable us to continue to work vigorously to
build a better world.

Respectfully yours,
Tzvika Shulman

Chairman of Lublin and vicinity heritage

association in Israel

40T I’\]( S INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

EWISH

GENEALOGY,
9-14 AUGUST 2020

SAN DIEGO
CALIFORNIA

www.iajgs2020.org

-
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impressive. We hope that this project will
become a tradition.

The traditional annual dinner of the Lublin
and Pulawy descendants was held for the
first time in the town of Rishon Lezion, on
the fifth of May 2019. Everybody brought
his best dishes, and Rishon Lezion (twin
town to Lublin) helped in hosting the event.
In the course of the dinner was held the
ceremony of the end of stage a) of the project
of the exchange of youth delegations. The
atmosphere was electrifying and the dinner
outstanding.

After the annual dinner we held the general
assembly of the Association members.

At the end of July 2019 we accompanied
stage b) of the project of the exchange of
youth delegations — a reciprocal trip to
Lublin of young people from Rishon Lezion.
We were excited together with them by the
things learned, by the experiences and by the
friendship ties created during the meeting.

During August 2019 a group of 16
descendants of Lublin and its neighborhood
travelled to Warsaw and Lublin and its
neighborhood. The trip was organized by
the Association in conjunction with the
ROOTKA Company. The group members
told us that their experience in the trip was
beyond their expectations.

We updated the financial statement of the
Association for 2018.

We met with our friends from the Lublin
Center "The Grodzka Gate - theater NN".
The Lublin municipality as well "knows
about us" and cooperates with us in every

common subject. Following the success of
the meeting in 2017, the Lublin municipality
and the Center "The Grodzka Gate - theater
NN" plan to hold an additional meeting in
Lublin during the summer of 2022.

- We tried, and in most of the cases succeeded,
to talk once at least with all the members
figuring in the mailing list of the descendants
of Lublin and its neighborhood.

- The next assembly will be held at November
14, 2019, in Rishon Lezion.

The Association - whither?

The future of the young Association, the
continuator of the Organization of the
descendants of Lublin and Putawy, isn't clear
at all:

- Too few of the second, third and fourth
generations have joined this year the
association.

- Too few of the members are active and
volunteer to contribute.

- We didn't succeed in our attempts to deepen
our ties with descendants of Lublin outside
Israel.

- The Association didn't succeed (due to
technical failures) to adaptto therequirements
of the Fellowship Societies Registrar.

- The contributions we collected in the course
of the last year did not suffice to start the
activities of this year, and as a result we are
again in a critical financial situation. This
financial situation imposes a curtailing of
activities and even endangers the publication
of this newspaper.
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Tzvika Shulman

From the Chairman's Desk

Greetings to the descendants of
Lublin and its neighborhood and to
all our readers,

Last year was packed with successful
activities:

- In spite of heavy concerns, we decided to
hold for the first time our annual assembly
in the town of Rishon Lezion. Numerous
members arrived and were excited, Amos
Oz honored us with an important letter, and
Vitek Dombrovski from the Lublin Center
"The Grodzka Gate — theater NN" honored
us with his presence.

- The number 54 issue of The Kol Lublin
was printed in 500 copies, all of which were
sent and distributed according to the mailing
list. The issue was impressive, interesting
and important. Thanks to all those who
contributed by writing, editing, printing and
reading.

- In February we visited the Palmach museum
in Tel Aviv. The visit was interesting and
significant. We learned and enjoyed.

- We conducted a special memorial service in
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem to commemorate
77 years since the extermination of the
Jews of Lublin and its neighborhood at
the infamous Belzec camp. In spite of the
distance from the center the response was
impressive, and about a hundred members

came from all over the country.

The traditional memorial service at the
Holocaust Remembrance Day, which was
held as usual by the Lublin monument at
the Nachalat Itzhak cemetery, was very
impressive. Although the weather was hot
and oppressive, tens of people came to the
service (all the chairs were occupied). The
teenagers who joined the service gave hope
to our grieving hearts.

This year we took part for the first time in a
youth project initiated by the municipalities
of Rishon Lezion and Lublin. The project's
purpose was to search for common roots
between us, the descendants of Lublin,
and today's Lublin residents. As part of the
project, teenagers from Rishon Lezion and
from Lublin came to the homes of descendants
of Lublin and its vicinity to research and to
experience a cultural experience. A large
amount of work and considerable funds were

invested in the project, and the success was

i

Teenagers from the twin-cities together, Lublin, July 2019
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