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cities as London, Brussels, Chicago or Sydney,
where there are hardly any societies, Jewish life
presents quite another face.

The future historian will undoubtedly find a
very fruitful, interesing and scholarly subject to
study if he takes up the landsmanschaften: when,
how and why they appeared; was it necessary and
justified to establish and promote such organiza-
tions? We, however, are meanwhile interested in
an immediate question: do the landsmanschaften
today also have a right to exist? Do they still have
someting left to do?

Our answer is — certainly.

("Folk un Zion”, Jerusalem, June 1978.
"Israel-Shtime’, Tel-Aviv, 28.6.78.
"Hed Hairgun”, Tel-Aviv, 1978).
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the United Jewish Appeal, the Bonds, as well as
the WIZO campaign, the Red Magen David, the
"Vaad Lema’an HeHayal”, the Histadrut, orphana-
ges, yeshivot and other institutions in Israel. In
the same way, the landsmanschaften in Israel gave
large sums from their own funds for the Israeli
Army and other worthy causes. It is no secret,
however, that because of biological "reasons a
large number of landsmanschaften throughout the
world have ceased to exist. Because the Ileader-
ships of the organizations were not concerned in
time to prepare heirs and to transmit their heri-
tage, property of great value was lost. The papers
have even informed us that some committee-mem-
bers of certain landsmanschaften in New York
divided the remaining money among themselves.
Does this same fate await the still existing lands-
manschaften in the diaspora and in Israel?

Both because of the numbers and the assets
of these societies, the landsmanschaften were and
gtill are today an important forece in this country
and abroad. In the State of Israel there are more
than 30 central organizations of immigrants from
the various cauntries. In addition to these, there
are about 110 landsmanschaften which belong to
the Association (Vefband) of Polish Jews, and it
is possible that another 40 or 50 carry on their
own activities independently without belonging to
any central body.

In New York, too, there are at this very day
about 1,200 landsmanschaften (of the 2,500 20--30
years ago). In Paris, two organizations of Polish
Jews are functioning: the "Federation” and the
"Verband”. Both include former inhabitants of tens
of cities and towns of pre-War Poland. In addition,
a number of organizations of North African Jews
are working sucessfully. The situation is similar in
Buenos Aires, Montreal, Sao Paolo and Toronto.
All of these would do well, even now, to apply
themselves to a number of pressing tasks in order
to preserve what they have and to keep it from
falling into undesirable hands. At the same time
they should continue to fill a number of tasks
which would justify the continued existence of the
landsmanschaften.

1. They must as swiftly as possible complete
all the legal formalities to ensure that in the event
of liquidation their properties would go to local
or Israeli institutions. The accumulated material
assets of the societies must not be left for the
taking!

2. They must go on with the memorialization
of the destroyed communities, with the help of a)
memorial volumes in various languages, b) scholar-
ships for pupils and students, ¢) grants for writers
and artists, d) the maintenance of some institution
or the establishment of a new one, e) initiating
giving streets and institutions the names of the
lost communities in Europe.

3. A central home for the elderly should be
established in Israel to serve landsmanschaft mem-

33

bers both abroad and in this country. A society’s
contribution to this purpose would give it a number
of beds or rooms in the home.

4. High schools and Jewish schools should be
led to adopt the lost Jewish communities, with the
pupils of the educational institutions participating
in the projects of the landsmanschaft.

5. A central archives of the landsmanschaften
should be established, with the materials preserved
in YIVO in New York, Yad ve’Shem in Jerusalem
and Bet Hatfuzot (Diaspore House) in Tel Aviv.

6. Children and grandchildren should be at-
tracted to the activity groups of the landsman-
schaften.

D

While these lines are being written we have re-
ceived an invitation from the World Union of North
African Jews in Israel to attend a reception in
honor of Yitzhak Navon, 5th President of Israel.
The invitation was also signed by thirty other cen-
tral organizations of Jewish ethnic groups and im-
migrants from various countries: Kthiopia, Iran,
the USA and Canada, the USSR, 1§ohkaran Jews,
England, Australia and New Zealand, Georgia,
South Africa, Damascus, Hiungary, India, Holland,
Greece, Kurdistan, Libya, Morocco, Egypt, Syria,
Poland, France, Roumania, Czechoslovakia, Turkey,
Tunisia, Yemen and so on...

Some readers will be surprised by this long list
and perhaps even say: unbelievable; Is it possible
that in Israel, where everybody is striving to turn
the Ingathering of Exiles into the Integration of
Exiles, there is, in addition to the division into
parties and “partylets” also such a fragmentation
of forces, with every group of immigrants from
any one land or town maintaining its own lands-
manschaft organization?

What this means is nothing less than that the
former inhabitants of some one country or town
are possessed by a kind of collective “dybbuk”
and want to keep together in their new domiciles,
as they have done in New York and Tel Aviv, in
Paris and in Buenos Aires. They all want to have
their own home-like organization, with its budgets,
statutes, "presidents”, and most important a lot
ot sentiment and memories of the old home. This
kind of division does not hurt anyone. On the con-
trary — the societies hitch up to the organizational
wagon more and more doers, spenders, Jews who
because they still live with the past are prepared
to support present-day activities so that tomorrow
be better than yesterday... And for the most part
the State of Israel is the gainer!

The fact remains that in those places in the
diaspora where the landsmanschaften exist and are
active Jewish organizational life looks quite dif-
ferent. High levels of identification with Israel and
with local efforts are the clear signs of landsman-
schaft activities. And on the other hand, in such
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WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN T0 OUR LANDSMANSHAFTEN?

DAVID

A

This question has recently been raised by Jews
who are active in a number of landsmanschaft or-
ganizations as well as by others who think the
subject as relevant as last year’s snow. However,
while the former are expressing their worry and
concern, the latter’s questions are marked by sar-
casm and even some spiteful glee. Still if the
question is asked seriously it deserves an answer.
As one who is somewhat acquainted with the sub-
ject I would like to answer it in the pages of our
paper.

The polemics for and against landsmanschaften
remind me somewhat of the debate over Yiddish.
The anti-Yiddishists consider those still occupying
themselves with the Yiddish language as idlers or
simpletons, just as the opponents of the landsman-
schaften mock those who cherish the memories of
their old home .and do not see any conflict between
their love for the past and present-day activities.
The Yiddish language,” literature and culture can-
not compete with Hebrew today but are rather a
completion and a support. In the same way, the
renewed and reinvigorated activites of the lands-
manschaften will not stand in the way of other
societies and organizations both in the diaspora
and in Israel. So long as the "landsleit” of Warsaw
and Lublin, of Kishinev and Odessa, of Damascas
and Cairo, of Prague, Athens, Lodz or Radom feel
a need to come together for both general and per-
sonal benefit their activities are to be welcomed.

The Jewish town in Europe before the Holo-
caust was an inexhaustible spring of spiritual va-
lues. Monumental creations of Yiddish literature
and culture, theater and art, were born in the poor
and suffering atmosphere of isolation and discri-
mination. Emigration overseas did not break this
chain. The landsmanschaften had to serve as the
continuation of these trends. After the loss of one-
third of our people in Europe it most surely be-
came necessary to establish new landsmanschaften
and to activate the old ones. And they actually
wrote a splendid page in the history of mutual aid
and of the reconstruction of Jewish organizational
life and of pro-Israeli activities.

For the older generation of emigrants until
World War I and for those who came after the
second world war to the United States, to the La-
tin American countries, to Australia and Canada,
and to some European countries, their first address
was always the landsmanschaft. Here the new-
comer was sure of obtaining information and help
in finding work, an apartment, and in learning of
relatives and friends. However, in adddition to this
aid to individuals, the landsmanschaften also dist-
inguished themselves by their concern for the com-
munity. Significant sums of money came from

SHTOCKFISH

across the seas to meet the organizational and in-
stitutional needs of many communities in Eastern
Europe. The one-time inhabitants of the city or
town who were organized in the landsmanschaften
were occupied by the concern for their own needs
in their new homes but also did not forget their
old homes. Mutual links were established and joint
interests were found. Help at that time from the
”American uncle” was understood by everybody to
mean help from the societies.

B

The establishment of the State of Israel and
the mass immigration of the years 1948 to 1951
gave rise to new activities by the landsmanschaf-
ten. The newcomers first of all looked for fellow
townsmen who had either revived their activity or
set up new organizations. However, in addition to
their general regular activities, most of the land-
manschaften in Israel felt the need ¢ memorialize
the Jewish communities that had been wiped off
the face of the earth by the Hitlerite nurderers.
Hundreds of monuments were set up in the ceme-
taries of Kiryat Shaul, Nahlat Yitzhak and Holon.
Some monuments were put up in "Martyrs’ Forest”
and the largest number of memorial stones for the
communities were laid in the "Holocaust Cellar”
of Yad Ve’Shem in Jerusalem. These all demon-
strated the strong desire of those who had re-
mained alive not to leave to forgetfulness the
places from which they had come. A large number
of scholarships for pupils, students and research
workers in this country and abroad, in the names
of the one-time communities, as well as the special
cultural funds and literary grants which helped
more than one Yiddish or Hebrew writer publish
his work, with a mention and thanks to the lands-
manschaft which had made it possible for the book
to appear, were also worthy forms of memoriali-
zation.

The landsmanschaften are also the products of
emotions, nostalgia and fond memories. They are
almost the only places where those who came from
the same town come into contact with each other,
look for society and seek to renew the friendships
from the old home. There is a special kind of re-
verence in the way the orphaned and lonely fellow-
townsmen mark the "Yahrzeit” of their martyrs.

Cc

After the Six-Day War I found in the New
York "Forward” a very long list of dozens of so-
cieties which had contributed millions of dollars to
Israel and its army. Up until then, as now, the
landsmanschaften in both Americas, Europe and
Australia also made very large contributions to
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