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the guerillas was a Jewish partisan company
under Captain Jechiel Grynszpan. Until the
liberation of Warsaw in january 1945, Lublin
served as the temporary Polish capital. Several
thousand Jews, most of whom survived the
holocaust in the Soviet Union, settled in Lublin,

but the majority of them left during the years
1946-50 due to the Polish population. A club of
great part of the Polish population. A club of
the Jewish Cultural Society was still functioning
in the city until 1968, when all the remaining
Lublin Jews left Poland.
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children was carried on as a clandestine ope-
ration.

In march 1941 the Nazis ordered a partial
evacuation of the Jews in preparation for the
offical establishment of the ghetto. About 10,000
Jews were driven out to villages and towns in
the area in the period between march 10 and
april 30, 1941, and at the end of march the
ghetto was created, with a population of about
34,000. On april 24, 1941, exit from the ghetto
was restricted.

At the beginning of 1942, when the extermi-
nation campaign entered its decisive stage, the
Jews of Lublin were among its first victims.
Their deportation began on march 16, and in its
course 30,000 Jews were despatched to the death
camp at Belzec or were murdered on the way.
The rate of deportation was fixed at 1,500 per
day, and attempts by the Jews to hide were of
no avail. The remaining 4,000 Jews were taken
to Majdan Tatarski, where they lived for a few
more months under unbearable conditions. On
sept. 2, 1942, 2,000 Jews were murdered, as were
another 1,800 at the end of october. Some 200
survivors were sent to the Majdanek Death
Camp.

Lublin was also the site of a prisoner-of-war
camp for Jews who served in the Polish army
The first prisoners arrived in february 1940.
Those who came from the area of the general
government were set free, but some 3,000 whose
homes were in the Soviet-occupied area or in
the districts incorporated into the Reich, re-
mained in detention. The Judenrat tried to
extend help to the prisoners, and there was also
a public committee which provided the inmates
with forged documents in order to enable them
to leave the camp. When the Germans stepped
up the extermination campaign, there were some
attempts to escape from the camp, to which the
Germans responded by imposing collective pu-
nishment upon the prisoners. Nevertheless, there
were continued efforts to obtain arms, and some
prisoners succeeded in escaping to the nearby
forests, where they joined the partisans; some
of the escaped prisoners assumed enior command
posts in the partisan units. On nov. 3, 1943, the
last group of prisoners was deported to Maj-
danek.

On july 24, 1944 the Red Army liberated
Lublin. The next day Polish Regular Army and
Guerilla Units entered the city. A few thousand
Jewish soldiers served in those units, and among
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Hadassa Cymerman

MY KADDISH

But the horrid storm

like a vicious, blood-thirsty beast
without mercy and commiseration
tore up and devoured my dreams
and annihilated my world.

Today, I want to say Kaddish.

I will stand before the altar with a
talis woven from ashes and smoke
on my shoulders.

I will say Kaddish

with a voice so loud, so mighty,
that the foundations of the Universe
will shudder and quake.

My voice will be so powerful
and so dreadful

that the seven heavens

will rend and split asunder...

I will then call upon the Creator
of all living.

And ask Him to be the tenth...
And let Him say AMEN...

Today I want to say Kaddish!
For the lost Ten Tribes

and for the devastated locations
of my birthplace.

Today I want to say Kaddish
for my world which was
inhumanly and breastly devoured
and lies under

heaps of ashes and mire.

Today, I want to say Kaddish
for the garden of my youth
and for the forest of my dreams.

Both of them were utterly destroyed.
The garden became a graveyard
and the forest burned to ashes.

Woe to me!

I used to sit under the shades
of the twiggy fire

and the fragrant breezes
caressed and fondled me.
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Lublin, city in E. Poland, center of the dis-
trict of the same name. In the 16th and 17th
centuries Lublin was famous for its Fairs. Annexed
by Austria in 1795, it was incorporated in
Russian Poland in 1815. From 1918 to 1939 it
was in Poland and from 1939 to 1945 wunder
German occupation; after World War II it was
again in Poland.

Jews were first mentioned as transients in
Lublin in 1316. In the second half of the 16th
century the Community was given land for its
institutions and for a cemetery. The Jews were
allowed to set up movable stalls for shops but
not to erect buildings. In 1602 there were 2,000
Jews in Lublin.

Tensions in the 16th to 18th centuries were
aggravated whenever the Polish High Court con-
vened in Lublin, especially when trying a blood
libel case, The Court hearings were then follo-
wed by attacks on the Jews; some were murde-
red and their property stolen. If the high court
sentenced the accused Jew to death the Mahar-
shal shul Synagogue, and elders of the Kehillan
and, other Jews had to attend. An execution was
often followed by an attack on the Jewish
Quarter. Like the whole of Jewry in Poland-
Lithuania, Lublin Jews suffered greatly during
the Chmielnicki uprisings in 1648-49. Another
period of hardship followed in the second half
of the 18th century with the distntegration of
the Polish State. In spite of hardships, the Fairs
and Yeshivah of Lublin became central in Jewish
Communal and cultural life in Poland. The first
known Rabbi of Lublin was Jacob B. Joseph
Pollak. Lublin Communal Institutions included
a well-organized Chevra Kaddisha and a"Prea-
cher’s House” whith provided visiting preachers
with food and lodging. The fortified Maharshal
Shul, the most formous Synagogue in Lublin,
was built in 1567. It burned down in the great
fire of 1655 but was later rebvilt.

Chasidism played a prominent role in Lub-
lin, mainly through the influence of the local
Tsaddikim, such as Jacob Issac Ha-chozen ("The

CITY

Seer”) of Lublin, and the Eiger Dynasty from
the middle of the 19th century. At the same
time some of the Community Rabbis strongly
opposed the Chasidim, particularly Azriel Horo-
vitz (late 18th century) and Joshua Heshel
Ashkenazi. In the 19th century traditional edu-
cation in the Cheder and Yeshivah continued,
Although Lublin lost its communal and cultural
prominence with the abolition of the councils of
the councils of the lands. From the second half
of the 19th century, the first Jewish Schools with
instruction in Russian or Polish were founded.
In 1897 the first hebrew school was opened.

At the beginning of 1941 the Jewish populat-
jon of Lublin was about 45,000, including some
6,300 refugees. The city was captured by the
Germans on sept. 18, 1939. In the very first
days of the apartments, physically assaulted,
and put on forced Labor. Some Jews were taken
as hostages, and all the men were ordered to
report to Lipowa Square, where they were
beaten. For a while, the Nazis entertained the
idea of turning the Lublin district into a Jewish
reservation for the concentration of the Jews
from the German-occupied parts of Poland and
some other areas incorporated. into the Reich.

The existing Jewish Community council re-
mained in office until jan. 25, 1940, when the
Judenrat was appointed. During the first period
of its existence, the Judenrat did not confine
itself to the execution of Nazi orders but initia-
ted a number of projects designed to alleviate
the Harsh conditions. Public kitchens were
established and provided meals for the local
poor and the refugess; the ghetto was divided
into a number of units for the purpose of
sanitary supervision, each unit run by a doctor
and several medical assistants. There were also
two hospitals with a total of over 500 beds and
a Quarantine area in the Maharshal Shul with
300 beds. Hostels were established to house
abandoned children, but the Judenrat did not
succeed in reestablishing the Jewish school sys-
tem, and the schooling that was available to
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