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HE FEELS OWN EMOTIONS, THOSE OF HIS PARENTS

Holocaust Survivor
Caught Between 2 Worlds

By MARLENE CIMONS, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — Beverly Hi|ls attorney Da-
vid Eisenberg, 41, is a Jew caught between two
worlds.

He was 1 year old in Lublin, Poland, when his
parents were sent to concentration camps. Aban-
doned in the snow by the family maid, he was
rescued, taken to an orphanage and raised as a
Catholic. Somehow, his parents survived the war
and found him.

As a result, Eisenberg is both a survivor of
the Holocaust and a member of the second gene-
ration — a child of Holocaust survivors. “I feel
my own emotions as wel| as the emotions of my
parents,” he said in an interview Tuesday.

“If my mother hadn't found me, I might have
grown up to be the next Pope,” he said, making
a grim joke of his harrowing experience. Nod-
ding approval, his father said, “It's important to
make jokes. That's our strength.”

10,000 GATHER

The Eisenberg family is in Washington this
week, along with more than 10,000 others in the
first American gathering of Holocaust survivors.

The survivors have come looking for others
who lived in their hometowns, or who had shared
their concentration camp barracks, persons who
had come from a part of their lives they have
been unable to leave behind even after 40 years
or more.

They wandered the Washington Convention
Center Tuesday, wearing hand-lettered signs bear-
ing the names of their European villages. They
took turns standing at a microphone, pleading to
meet someone from their past. Their homemade

signs contrasted sharply with the bank of sophis-
ticated computers brought here to file and locate
American members of the Holocaust population.

Friends, some of whom had not met for de-
cades, embraced. Often the wept.

“We know each other since we were kids,”
said Harry Fruchtman of Brooklyn, N. Y., clutch-
ing the arm of Eisenberg's father, Israel, 67,
who runs a men’s clothing business in Los Arn-
geles. Israel Eisenberg’s face is scarred by a
bullet wound.

“I haven’t seen him since the day he got shot,
more than 40 years ago,” Fruchtman said. “We
escaped from the ghetto. I was going to hide in
a building. He was already hiding in a building.
I beard a shot and found him. He played dead.
But you can see a face, even after 40 years, and
remember.”

The senior Eisenbergs, married before the war,
were sent to separate concentration camps. They
left David behind in an effort to save him. When
both parents were liberated, they returned to
Lublin and found each other. “I began searching
for my son,” said Mrs. Eisenberg, now 65. “I went’
back to the girl I'd |eft him with. She told me
he'd died.”

But, she said, another woman told her that she
had seen the maid leave the child in the snow.
Mrs. Eisenberg started searching orphanages;
an official at one of them told her that a police-
man had found her son, suffering from pneumo-
nia. The sick infant had been transferred to a
church orphanage nearby, where she found him.
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