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Drodzy Ziemkowie!

Man =zaszczyt przywitad naszych milych gosci, profesora Henryka
Gapskiego i doktora Piotra Gacha =z Katolickiego Uniwersytetu
Lubelskiego, tradycyjnym pozdrowienien: Bruchim Habaim -
blogostawienie przybyszom!

Przybyliscie do nas z naszego rodzinnego miasta - Lublina, by
poznac¢ naszych braci w Ziemi Swietej. Mam nadzieje, ze nie bedziecie
rozczarowani. i J

Lublinianie nie moga 1 nie sa w stanie zapomniec swego miasta
rodzinngeo, w ktorym urodzili Sie i wychowali, gdzie w ciagu wiekow
ich przodkowie - w rdznych formach - aktywnie uczestniczyli w rozwoju
przemystu, handlu, nauki i sztuki - nie tylko Lublina, lecz i catej
Polski.

Z przykroscig musze tu dzis, w obecnosci naszych Szanownych Gosci
przypomniec, 2e teraz, kiedy neofaszysci usituja zaprzeczyc, jakoby
zaglada Zyddw miala miejsce - muszg przedstawic fakty.

Lublin, zajety przez wojska niemieckie w pierwszych dniach wojny, byt
tez pierwszym miastem zaglady. Zaczeto Jja ostroznie, zeby Zydzi nie
mogli przewidziec celu koncowego ale tez by zbadal reakcjg ludnosci
Polskiej i narodow swiata. Przekonawszy sig o ich obojetnosci i
gotowosci wspdlpracy, licznych Polakow, Niemcy zalozyli obozy zaglady

na ziemi Polskiej. W rezultacie 6 milionow Zydow, trzecia czqéé

26



naszego narodu zostala zgladzona w barbarzynski sposob, nie majacy ﬁ
precedensu w dziejach ludzkosci.

Wiemy tez, Ze byli wsrod Polakow Chasidei Umot Haolam -
Sprawiedliwi Narodow Swiata, - Ktorzy najzupelniej bezinteresownie
narazali zycie wlasne i najblizszych, by ratowac Zydow.

Mam nadzieje, ze nasi Szanowni Goscie doloza staran, aby nowe
pokolenie wychowac w duchu humanizmu i przyjazni migdzy naszymi
narodami,

Spolecznosc 2ydowska w Lublinie, majgc wspaniala tradycje - byda
przez wiele lat obfitym zrodlem tworczosci zydowskiej w Polsce.

W tragiczny sposob znikngla ona z powierzchni ziemi i pozostalo tylko
dolozyc staran, by pamigc o nich nie zaginela.

Pragne zapytac Szanownych Gosci: dlaczego po zakonczeniu drugiej
wojny swiatowej, Katolicki Uniwersytet Lubelski wydal ksiazke, w
ktorej umieszczono nazwiska wybitnych osobistosci: profesorow,
duchownych, pisarzy i naukowcow, zgladzonych przez nazistow. Nie
wymieniono w niej osobistosci pochodzenia zydowskiego (z wyjatkien p.
Bekiera) - ktorzy rozstawili Lublin. Czy mozna teraz brak ten

uzupelnic i dac swiadectwo prawdzie historvcznei?

Stowa prof. Gacha "Przy tej okazji pragne przedstawic kilka faktow
w mojej pracy na Uniwersytecie. Niektorzy studenci =zadali mi dosyc’
drastyczne pytanie. Czy jestem poinformowany, jakoby, przed wojna, zylo
w Polsce 3 1 pol miliona 2ydow, ktorzy niszczyli nasza industrje i
ekonomie? Czy byli obcym elementem w Zyciu Polski. Na to zapytalem
ich, skad te wiadomosci., Odpowiedzieli, ze jeden z wyktadowcow udieli?
im ta informacjg.

Powiedzialem Im, ze to wszystko jest wyssane z palca. Odwrotnie

Zydzi uczestniczyli w rozwoju kultury, wiedzy i handlu". i
M. Horn
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RABBINICAL VOLUNTEER Israel H\enbel ‘g shares a signifi-
cant moment with CSMC patient Marcia Weide. He says, “If
can meke just one patient feel better; then I did a ‘mitzvah’ -
a good deed.”

Israel Eisenberg, a retired sales executive, became a rab-
binical volunteer six vears ago, following the hospitalization
of his wife at Cedars-Sinai.

“One day, I asked if there was a pl ace in the Medical Center
where I could prav?” he recalls. “To my surprise, I learned
there was a chapel here — and a rabbi! I went in to pray, and
because 1 was very much impressed by the way myv wife was
being treated, 1 decided thart it God made the gift of mv wife’s
coming out all right, I wanted to give mv time as a volunteer
here.”

Eisenberg volunteers three to four davs a week, a few hours
each dav. “T especially like to come in on Saturdays,” he says.
“Its verv quiet, then, and patients may feel alone with their
suffering. [ will come into their rooms with a smile, a little
conversation, and mavbe bring some light to their darkness.
And on Rosh Hashanah, I mayv blow Shofar for them in their
rooms.

“Sometimes,” he adds, “the patient is a survivor of the
Holocaust, as I am. This creates an immediate emotional
connection, a bond. We get very close, very quickly.

“In the Talmud,” he continues, “it savs that one who brings

jov into the life of just one person, brings jov to the world,
When I wonder, ‘Why me? Why was I a survivor?' I think —

maybe, to do this. If I can make just one patient feel better,
then I did a “mitzvah™ — a good deed. And there’s no money,

no payment in this world big enough to give me the feeling 1
get from this mitzvah.”

“Compass", Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

Support Group Services. Los-Angeles, 1988.
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Friedhof in Lublin wird
restauriert

Der in Belgien lebende Geschéfts-
mann Manfred Frenkel hat es
ubernommen, den derzeit ver-
wahriosten judischen Friedhof in
Lublin umzdunen und restaurieren zu
lassen. Da seine Frau aus Lublin
stammt und einige ihrer Angehdrigen
auf diesem Friedhof bestattet sind,
fanden es die Frenkels notwendig und
pietatvoll, Schritte zum Erhalt dieses
Friedhofes einzuleiten. Nach erfolg-
reichen Verhandlungen mit den
Ortlichen Behdrden wurde gestattet,
das riesige Friedhofsareal zu
umzaunen, zerbrochene und
umgestlrzte Grabsteine zu restau-
rieren und wieder aufzustellen.
Frenkel hat einen Architekten mit
dieser vorbildlichen und lobenswerten
Arbeit beauftragt.

Rund um den Friedhof werden
Betonpfeiler in Form von oben
halbrunden Grabsteinen errichtet,
damit noch Lebende die Namen der
Verblichenen auf der Innenseite der
Stelen anbringen kénnen. Das Projekt
kostet weit Gber 100,000 Dollar, die
von Frenkel gespendet werden.

Adolf Diamant/JR

MB Mitteilungsblatt des Irgun Oli
Merkas Europa.
Juli 1988. Tel-Aviv
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passed had to learn how to become
heavy drinkers of vodka and yet be able
to “hold their liquor” in order to become
indistinguishable from Poles. While
drunk, they had to swear, and much of
the swearing consisted of vulgar anti-
semitic epithets and jokes. If a “passed”
Jew did not join in the Jew-baiting, he
became suspect.

While Nechama Tec describes “the en-
vironment in which Polish rescuers lived”
as being “hostile to the Jews and un-
favourable to their protection,” she told
me that “it is very difficult to make
sweeping generalizations” of Poland in
the past, which she terms “a fascinating
fusion of a liberal nobility and a virulent
populist anti-semitism.” She broke down
Polish society by defining “the nobility
as protecting the Jews, but the church as
being anti-semitic The peasants saw
Jews as exploiters,” and the peasantry
made up the largest segment of Polish
society. “But Jews were never thrown out
of Poland prior to the Holocaust,” unlike
most other parts of Europe.

The Nazi blitzkrieg climaxed two
decades of mounting Jew hatred in in-
dependent Poland. Thus, when Hitler
conquered Poland after a brief but
bloody military campaign, how did the
Polish Christians react to the German
occupation?

“"A small minority worked with the
Germans. A small minority resisted. The
majority of Poles were indifferent. The
Germans, who regarded the Poles as also
racially inferior but not as inferior as the
Jews, decimated the Polish elite and in-
telligentsia as soon as they took over.
Auschwitz was initially filled with Poles.
Poland had an active underground. As
the underground became more and more
daring, Germany became more and
more ruthless. Two million Poles were
censlaved and sent to Germany, where
they lived in horrible conditions.

“Thus, the Poles did not fraternize
with the Germans except as mistresses
and a minority of traitors. Even the local
Fascists fought the Germans. The Poles
collaborated with the Germans much
less than did the UKrainians, Lithua-
nians, Latvians, Hungarians, Rumanians
and French, and there were no Polish
guards in the death camps, while there
were many of all the above other na-
tionalities.”
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The Polish underground, while anti-
German, “was not necessarily friendly to
Jews. It is a political labyrinth. It was on-
ly loosely connected within itself. The
home army was made up of units and
sub-units. The Socialists were much
more positive to Jews than were, for ex-
ample, the Fascists, who fought both the
Germans and the Jews. The Jewish com-
ponent set off a bomb in Krakow at a
German officers’ cafe where many Ger-
mans were killed. Today the government
Communist party claims credit.”

It's not surprising that “Christian
rescue of Jews was rare,” but nonetheless
it did happen in Poland, as it did to a
limited extent everywhere. What kind of
Christians would take extraordinary
risks and shelter Jews? Ms. Tec extensive-
ly researched this question in When
Light Pierced the Darkness and arrived
at the important, illuminating conclu-
sion that the typical Polish Catholic
rescuer prototype cut across all class bar-
riers, politial persuasions and degrees
of religious observance. There were even
a small minority of rescuers who were
in themselves unashamedly anti-semitic
but chose to rescue Jews in protest of the
German systematic murder campaign
{namely, those members of the Front for
the Rebirth of Poland, whose remark-
able document is reproduced in When
Light Pierced the Darkness). The only
linking characteristic of the rescuer was
that of a sense of individuality which set
him or her apart from the conformist
mold of Polish society, whether it be the
rough peasant life, the church, or the
confused-elites.

Seen against this background, one can
therefore read and truly appreciate Dry
Tears in order to most fully understand
the harrowing personal odyssey of
Nechama Bawnik Tec’s own childhood
(lost childhood as the book's subtitle
states) as a “passed Jew” who “passed”
as blonde Krysia Bloch among her
rescuers who themselves were not free
from anti-semitic associates and latent
tendencies of their own.

After the war, Nechama Tec and her
family returned to Lublin. "It was like
coming to your own funeral. Things
familiar to you belonged to others.” Even
their original rescuer, Pys, vehemently
refused to give the family factory back

to them. Since the Soviet troops had
liberated the Jews from the death camps,
the wartime underground of Poland
identified the Jews with the historically
hated Russians. A Christian Pole warned
Nechama's father that there would be an
assassination attempt on him. “Post-war
Poland was quite dangerous for Jews so
we left.”

For 30 years, Nechama Tec would not
discuss her experiences, but finally her
memories demanded that she do so. To-
day, she lives in the comfortable suburb
of Westport Connecticut and frequent-
ly visits the rest of her family, who live
in Israel.

Yet while her wartime experiences
and, even more important, her scholar-
ly research on the topic of wartime
rescue, have gained her serious recogni-
tion, Nechama Tec remains deeply con-
cerned about contemporary manifesta-
tions of anti-semitism. “Hitler was
originally thought of as a crackpot. So,
today, are his heirs, Louis Farrakhan and
Lyndon LaRouche. They must be taken
very seriously. The worst thing possible
is to dismiss them as being merely nuts.”

She favours anti-hate legislation in the
United States as what presently exists in
Canada which was, in 1985, utilized to
convict anti-semitic hatemongers Ernst
Zundel and Jim Keegstra, and she
despises civil-liberties types who defend
such hatemongers as Zundel. Some of
these civil libertarians are Jewish. “1 re-
sent them more than Zundel. They are
traitors to their own people.”

Nechama Tec remains also deeply
alarmed about current press hostility
towards Israel which during the Lebanon
war was, in her own words, “overtly
anti-semitic’’

“Individualism was the outstanding
trait of altruistic helpers” of Jews in
Nazi-occupied Poland, concludes
Nechama Tec. “All were people of high
moral principles, independent spirit and
the courage to act on their convictions.”
Hopefully, wide public knowledge of her
life and her research will encourage a
similar spirit of individualism to combat
contemporary manifestations of this
same Jew hatred to ensure the Jasting
reality of the slogan: Never Again. 4
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NECHAMA TEC
POLISH CATHOLICS WHO SAVED JEWS

By Rick Kardonne

i he final hour arrived at the
I beginning of November 1942,
Lublin was proclaimed Juden-
rein, free of Jews. At dawn the German
commissioner came to tell us that the
ghetto was being liquidated. In a mat-
ter of hours they will be coming for you
too, he went on. ‘Save yourselves as best
as you can.’ Panic ensued, and all of us
began frantically dressing and panting.
Most of those who had shared the huge
room with us ran away, the rest seemed
too stunned to move and in a paralysis
of the will, simply stayed at the factory,
waiting to be rounded up. Both for those
who stayed and for those who ran, the
chances of survival were slim. There
were no places to hide, for the majority
of those who did run, were later picked
up in various parts of the city.”

“We were more fortunate. Some time
before, my father had transferred owner-
ship of his candle factory to his former
employee, Mr. Pys with whom he had
been on friendly terms. He had also left
Mr. Pys many valuable household items,
including crystal, silver and expensive
china. Grateful for what he had received,
and also for the trust my parents had in
him, Mr. Pys had agreed to our taking
refuge in his home if events had forced
us to leave the factory. The time had
come to take advantage of his offer, a
generous one indeed, for by taking us in
he would put himself and his family in
jeopardy. The Nazis were explicit, the
penalty for hiding Jews was death”

So writes Nechama Bawnik Tec whose
family found refuge with Polish Chris-
tians during the Holocaust, in her auto-
biography Dry Tears, a gripping and
heart-rending account of how an 11-year-
old girl learned to “pass” in the forbid-
ding "Aryan” world of German-occupied
Poland. She is now an associate pro-
fessor of sociology at the University of
Connecticut in Stamford, and the author

of a follow-up scholarly treatise on the
unique phenomenon which saved her
life, When Light Pierced the Darkness:
Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi-
Occupied Poland. This recently ap-
pointed expert with the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Council of the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior addressed a capacity
audience at the Jewish Book Fair in
Toronto, one of North America’s largest
population centres of Holocaust sur-
vivors.

Of Poland’s 3.5 miliion Jews prior to
1939, about 250,000 managed to survive
by fleeing into the Soviet Union as Ger-
many invaded Poland, and only 40,000
survived the German occupation in
Poland. The rest died in the Holocaust.

How were any Jews at all able to sur-
vive? What did it take to survive? What
were the people like who saved Jews
despite the death penalty for doing so?
What became of these righteous gentiles
after the war? These momentous ques-
tions, Nechama Bawnik Tec deals with

in both her personal reminisces and in’

her scholarly study.

Nechama was born in the ancient
southeast Polish city of Lublin, which
has a long established Jewish community
of 40,000 (out of a total of 200,000).
Only 150 Jews survived the war, in-
cluding three entire families, Nechama's
being one of thern.

Nechama Tec, during her brief stay in
Toronto, said, “The final solution was in-
troduced very gradually. It didn’t happen
at once. There was no way for anyone
to see the entire process.” Polish Jews
were accustomed to steady anti-semitic
harassment and discrimination in in-
dependent Poland. They, however, had
never expected outright genocide, especi-
ally from the Germans whom the Poles
regarded as being so “civilized”. “Most
Jews were forcibly confined to the ghettos.”

“The ghettos were deliberately placed
in the most dilapidated areas of the
urban centres. Ten to 15 people were
jammed into each room. Twenty percent
of all Jews starved in the ghettos, which
were surrounded by walls and guards.
Any Jewish movement outside of the
ghettos was punishable by death. Any
Christian who helped a Jew would be
killed by the Germans. All punishments
were publicized. Poles were hung in
public view, such as Novek who in 1944
was hunyg for giving bread to Jews.”

When the Jews finally did realize,
through various intelligence methods,
what was truly in store for them, “they
tried to escape by fighting in the ghettos,
joining partisan units or ‘passing”’

How could a few Jews “pass” as Chris-
tians? According to the painstakingly
researched methodical study undertaken
by Ms. Tec in When Light Pierced the
Darkness, the average Jew who managed
to “pass” came from an upper income
assimilated family who had had some
existing contact with Polish Catholics,
was usually blond and lacked “recogniz-
able Semitic features”, spoke Polish
fluently, did not live in a mostly Jewish
area, was not particularly religious and
was under the age of 40.

When one realizes that most Polish
Jews did not mix with Polish Catholics
(not of their choice), were darker-
complexioned than most Polish Catholics,
spoke Yiddish, spoke Polish either poorly
or with Yiddish-intonated accents, were
religious, wore different clothing (either
Chassidic or, in the case of the profes-
sional and intellectual groups, more
stylish than the conservative plain Polish
norm) and were of all ages, one realizes
how few Jews found it possible to “pass”
under any circumstance. For men, it was
even more difficult, as Polish Catholics
never were circumcised. Jewish men who
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